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PREFACE 


This publication is the first in what it is hoped will be 
an annual series, recording chronologically changes in Canadian 
agricultural policies and events of importance in connection with 
such policies. In most cases only federal policies have been 
included although in a few instances there are references to pro- 
vincial matters which affected agricultural policy at the federnl 
level. 

In recording the sources of the items certain procedures 
have been followed, The date has been omitted where this is the 
same as that under which the item is listed, The initials "P.C." 
refer to orders in council and "SOR" to statutory orders and 
regulations, As a general rule new legislation is listed only when 
it receives Royal Assent or is gazetted, 

An imex by major subjects follows the chronological section 


of this bulletin, It begins on page 33. 
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January 4 


January 14 


January 14 


January 15 


January 16 


January 18 


A Chronology for 1952 


Potato Marketing,= The authority granted the New Brunswick 


- Potato Marketing Board under P.C, 5158, October 25, 1950, 


was revoked and replaced by a new authority under the 


- Agricultural Products Marketing Act, to regulate the market- 


ing of potatoes produced in New Brunswick in interprovincial 
and export trade. (P.C,. 20) 


Prairie Grain Producers! Interim Financing Regulations,-= 


Regulations were gazetted setting forth the terms and con- 
ditions on which loans would be granted under the Prairie 
Grain Producers! Interim Financing Act, 1951. (P.C. 39) 


Potato Marketing.- The authority granted the Southwestern 
Ontario New Potato Growers! Marketing Board under P.C. 3157, 


June 27, 1950, was revoked. The board had been given power 


to regulate the marketing of potatoes in interprovincial 
and export trade. (P.C. 223) 


Beans Marketing.~ The authority granted the Ontario Bean 
Growers! Marketing Board under P.C. 805 of February 21, 
1951, was revoked and replaced by a new authority to 
regulate the marketing in interprovincial and export trade 


of white pea-beans and yellcow-eye beans.produced in certain 


parts of Ontario, (P.C. 224) 


Prairie Grain Producers! Interim Financing Act.- This 
measure, "An Act to provide for Short-Term Credit to Grain 


Producers in the Prairie Provinces to.meet Temporary 
Financial Difficulties arising from inability to complete 
Harvesting Operations or to make delivery of Grain", 
passed at the second session of Parliament in 1951, was 
proclaimed in force. (SOR/52-22) 


Butter Imports,- The Minister of Agriculture announced 


that the Agricultural Products Board had been authorized to 
take up 25 million lb. of the 5 million 1b. option of 
butter held with the New Zealand Dairy Products Marketing 
Commission. The Board had completed purchase of this 
quantity fsirdelivery in February or early March, (Depart~- 
ment of Agriculture press release) 


Ranch=bred Fox Pelts.- The Minister of Agriculture was 


authorized, under the Agricultural Products Co-operative 
Marketing Act, to enter into agreements with certain 
organizations in connection with the marketing of ranch- 


January 23 


January 23 


January 26 


January 31 


January 31 
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bred fox pelts produced in Canada and pelted subsequent to 
November 1, 1951, The organizations were (i) George A. 
Callbeck, Selling Agency for the Canadian National Silver 
Fox Breeders! Association, Summerside, P.E.1I. (ii) Quebec 
Fur Breeders! Co-operative Association, Quebec, P.Q. (iii) 
L'Association des Producteurs de Fourrures de Nicolet, 
Gentilly, Comte de Nicclet, P.Q. (P.C. 308) 


Hog Marketing.- The New Brunswick Hog Marketing Board was 
granted authority, under the Agricultural Products Market- 
ing Act, to regulate the marketing in interprovincial and 
export trade of hogs produced in New Brunswick. (P.C. 374) 


Agricultural Products Board.- The Agricultural Products 


Board regulations, established by P.C. 3415, July 31, 1951, 
were revoked, The board continued to »perate under the 
authority of the Agricultural Products Board Act, 1951. 
(P.C. 389) | 


Wheat Price.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce announced 
an increase of 20 cents per bushel in the initial price of 
Western wheat, effective February 1, 1952, the new initial 
price to be $1.60 per bushel No. 1 Northern wheat in store 
Fort William-Port Arthur or Vancouver, A retroactive pay- 
ment of 20 cents per bushel was to be made on wheat 
delivered from August 1, 1951 to January 25, 1952. (Depart- 
ment of Trade and Commerce press release, P.C. 498, 499, 
P.C, 679, February 7) 


Agricultural Products Marketing Act.- The Act was declared 
ultra vires by the Prince Edward island Supreme Court. 

The court ruled that the P.E.1I, Potato Marketing Board, 
being a purely provincial organization, cculd not receive 
delegated powers from the federal gevernment, The board 
had received authority under the federal act to regulate 
the marketing outside the province of P.E.I., potatoes. 
(Prince Edward Island Supreme Court: Judgment) 


Butter Sale.- The Agricultural Products Board was 
authorized to sell butter held by the Board at 66 cents 
per lb. No. 1 grade delivered in New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Quebec and Ontario and 65 
cents in British Columbia. (P.C. 627) 


February 13 


February 19 


February 19 


February 25 


February 27 


February 27 
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Hog Price Support.- The existing hog price support program 
was discontinued. The Agricultural Prices Support Board 
was authorized to provide price support until September 30, 
1952 on the basis of $26 per 100 1b. warm dressed weight, 
Grade A carcasses at public stockyards in Toronto and 
Montreal, with appropriate price differentials for other 
centres. The method of support was an offer by the Board 
to buy stocks of five main pork cuts held by federally 
inspected plants at September 30, 1952 at prices which would 
enable packing companies to maintain the specified prices 
for hogs at designated public stockyards. (P.C. 9d4, 
February 13, Department of Agriculture press release, 
February 16) 


Animal Disease Outbreak.- The Department of Agriculture 
announced that specified areas of southern Saskatchewan 
had been placed under strict quarantine, following the out- 


break of a contagious animal disease, described as 
"vesicular", in the region. The order was made under the 
Animal Contagious Diseases Act. (P.C. 1028, Department of 
Agriculture press release) 


Wheat Gift to Greece.- The Canadian government made a gift 
to Greece of 500,000 bushels of wheat, valued at $825,000, 
to be used for famine relief, The whcat was to be donated 
to the Canadian Red Cross Society who were to arrange for 
milling in Western Canada and for shipping. (Department 

of External Affairs press release 


Foot-and-Mouth Outbreak.- It was announced that the animal 
disease in Western Canada had been diagnosed officially as 
foot-and-mouth disease, caused by Type A virus. The United 
States placed an embargo on the importation of live cattle, 
sheep and swine and of fresh, chilled or frozen meat from 
these animals. (Department of Agriculture press release, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture press release) 


Foot-and=Mouth Outbreak.- The government of British 
Columbia banned the importation from the east of livestock 
and poultry and of carcasses and meat, except cooked or 
canned meats. (B.C. Order in Council) 


Barley Price.- The Canadian Wheat Board announced an 

increase in the initial price for western barley of 20 cents 
per bushel on all grades, effective March 1, 1952. The new 
initial price for No. 3 C.W, 6 row barley would become $1.16 
per bushel in store Fort William-Port Arthur, An adjustment 
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February 29 


February 29 


February 29 


March 1 


March 3 


OR 
payment would be made on deliveries to the board between 
August 1, 1951 and February 29, 1952, (Canadian Wheat Board - 
Instructions to Trade; P.C. 12234 oMareittss PeG 1308, March 
7) | c 


New Session of Parliament.- The new session of Parliament 
was opened ad. by- “the Governor-General, The Speech from the 
Throne referred to the outbreak of foot-and«mouth disease 

and forecast legislation to. amend the Food and Drugs Act, the 
Canada Grain Act, the Cold Storage Act and the Canadian 

Farm Loan Act, (House of Commons Debates. p, 2) 


U.9. Defense Production Act.- The Minister of Trade and 
Commerce denied statements made in a New York Times! 

article of Fébruary 29 that Canada was planning retaliation 
for the U.S. dairy import restrictions applied under Section 
104 of the U.S. Defense Production Act. (House of Commons 
Debates. p. 19) 


Foot-and-Mouth Outbreak.- The Quebec government introduced 
a requirement that horses, cattle, sheep, goats and swine, 
or their meat or skins, could not be brought into the 
province unless a certificate had been cbtained from the 
Veterinary-in-chief or his representative. (Quebec Order 

in Council) 


Animal Contagicus Diseeses Reguiations.- Section 5 (2) of 
these regulations | Was vevoked and Sections 5A-5C were sub- 
stituted in its place. The purpose of the amendments was 
to strengthen the quarantine restri.ctions imposed following 
the issuing of a detlaration by the Minister of Agriculture 
that a serious outbreak of an infectious or contagious 
disease had ocevrred in Canada, (P.C. 1214) 


Butter Stocks.- The Agricultural Products Board was 
authorized to distribute government~cwned stocks of butter, 
beginning March 3. The price in carlots, delivered ‘to 
purchaser's place of business, was 66 cents per lb. first 
grade in New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, 
Quebec and Ontario and 65 cents per 1b. in British Columbia, 
(Department of Agriculture press release) 


Foot-and=Mouth Outbreak,~ Reporting on the foot-and-mouth 
disease outbreak in a radio broadcast, the Minister of 
Agriculture said that: 


- 5 «= 


(a) the Animal Contagious Diseases Act would be amended 
to cover fair and reasonable compensation for losses which 
might occur as a result of the er era a of animals, feed 
or equipment 


(b) a three-member board had been set up in Regina to 
which these affected by decisions to slaughter animals or 
destroy equipment might appeal | 


(c) action had been taken under the Export and Import 
Permits Act and the Emergency Powers Act to prohibit the 
importation into Canada of livestock or meat, excluding 
canned meat, except under permit (P.C. 1234) 


(d) the grading regulations were being changed to 
encourage the marketing of heavier hogs so that there 
would be no federal premium paid on hogs weighing less 
than 200.1b. It was proposed that the premium on A grade 
should be confined to hogs weighing 200-240 1b. and on B 
grade to hogs weighing 241 1b. upwards (P.C, 1264, March 
4, 1952) . 


(e) the Minister would be given authority to refuse 
to pay premiums for hogs delivered at plants where 
floor prices were not maintained 


(f) the federal Department of Agriculture would 
provide an inspection staff at every market to check 
animals coming to market from outside the quarantined 
area to make sure they had not been exposed to 
contamination. All animals coming from within 50 miles 
of the quarantined area would be slaughtered at the 
nearest available packing plant. (Department of Agri- 
culture press release) 


March 4 Foot-and-Mouth Outbreak.- The Manitoba government prohibited 
the entry of cattle, sheep and swine or meat therefrom or 
of raw hides or wool from western Canada, except meat 
being transported in sealed railway refrigerator cars on a 
through billing to a destination beyond the province. 
(Manitoba Order-in-Council No. 351/52) 


March 6 Foot-and-Mouth Control Act.- -The bill for the control and 
extirpation of foot-and-mouth disease received Royal Assent. 
Its purposes were "for the control and extirpation of foot- 
and-mouth disease and to provide in connection therewith 
for the payment of compensation out of moneys appropriated 
by parliament, to owners of animals slaughtered and also 
in respect of any buildings, fodder, grain or other things 


March & 


March 13 


March 15 


March 17 


March 17 
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ordered to be destroyed." It did not lay down any speci- 
fied amounts of compensation; these were to be prescribed 

by order-ir.-council after a report made by a board of 
valuators. (House of Commons Debates p.176: An act for the 
control and extirpation of foot-and-mouth disease) 


Canned Pork.- The hog price support program was extended to 
enable the Agricultural Prices Support Board to purchase 
canned pork to an amount not exceeding ten million 1b., at 
prices equivalent to 26 cents per 1b, for warm dressed 
carcasses basis Toronto and Montreal. (P.C. 1411) 


Foot-and-Mouth Outbreak.- The quarantine area in Saskatch- 


ewan was re-defined under the terms of the. Animal Contagious 


Diseases Act and the order originally establishing the 
quarantine area revoked. An order’ in council was passed 


providing that, without the permission of an inspector or 


other person designated by the Minister of Agriculture, no 
person might move into the quarantine area any flesh, hides, 
hoofs, horns or other parts of cattle, sheep, goats, other 
ruminants or swine. The expressed purpose of the order was 
to minimize the danger that animals and meat would be 
smuggled out of the quarantine area. (Ministerial Order 

Nos sshagie wun Le seats) 


Foot-and-Mouth Outbreak.- <A buffer area was set up in 
southern Saskatchewan, The movement of livestock, meats and 
commodities used for feeding or caring for livestock was 
permitted within the area. Cereal grain could be moved to 
elevators outside the buffer area, except into the 
quarantine area, (Ministerial Order No. 2) 


Price Fixing by Packing: Companies.- The Minister of 
Justice tabled a letter from the Commissioner, Combines 
Investigation Act, to Mr, Percy Wright, M.P., saying that, 
in the Commissioner's opinion, the information he had 
obtained did not indicate conditions existing in the 
packing industry in connection with the marketing of hogs 
which would warrant an investigation under the Combines 
Investigation Act. (Votes and Proceedings of the House of 
Commons, addendum) ry ng 


Immigration from Europe.- It was announced that Canadian 
visas were not being issued in Europe to farmers or labourers 
who had been on areas infected with foot-and-mouth disease 

or quarantined because of it during the previous 72 days. 
This ruling was not to apply to the Netherlands where the 


March 21 


March 25 


March 27 


March 28 


March 31 


oy sae 
government had agreed to undertake satisfactory disinfection 
procedures, Since the outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease 
the effects of immigrants from infected or quarantined areas 
had been disinfected and this procedure would be followed 
until it was. certain that all immigrants had come from 
disease-free areas or had had their effects disinfected 
before leaving Europe, Arrangements would be made with 
immigration officers abroad to’set up a system of certify~ 


ing that. prospective immigrants. were not potential carriers 
: of the ESaegees Dependant: of Agriculture pngss release) 


Foot-and-Mouth Outbreak.- The British Columbia provincial 


embargo on the shipment of livestock and meat was amended 


to permit the shipment of live animals for immediate slaughter 
through Edmonton from approved sources (B.C. Order iin 
Council No. 653, March 19) 


Foot-and- Mouth Compensation Regulations. ‘Regulations under 
the Act for the Control and Extirvation of Foot-and-Mouth 


~ Disease, 1952, were gazetted'setting forth the powers and 


duties of the Board of Valuators established under the act. 
(PeGerd74h) 


Livestock Marketing Conference, The Minister of Agriculture 

announced that provincial ministers o* agriculture would 

be in Ottawa on April. 2 and 5 to discuss with federal | 
officiais questions of interest. to the federal government 
and the provinces, in relation to difficvlties which had 

arisen out of the recent foot-and-mouth ouebreax (House 

of Commons Debates p,S41) 


International. Wheat Conference.- The Ministex-of Trade and 
Commerce announced thé names of members of the delegation 
to represent Canada at the moeting of the International 
Wheat Council to be held in London beginning April 17. The 
delegation was to be headed by M. W, Sharp, Associate 
Deputy Minister of Trade and Commerce. Alternate delegates 
were to be W.C, McNamara, Assistant Chief Commissioner of 
the Canadian Wheat Board and C.F, Wilson, Director of the 
Wheat and Grain Division, Department of. Trade and Commerce, 
Five representatives of wheat producers were to serve as 
advisers. (Department, of Trade and Commerce press release) 


Hog Premiums. It was.announced that the. payment of hog 
premiums on heavy weight carcasses would be discontinued on 
April 19, After that date the premiums would revert to 

$2 on A grade and $1 on Bl grade carcasses of standard 


March 31 


March 31 


April 3 


April 4 


April 4 


April 4 
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grade weights (140-170 lb. apessee carcass weight for A 
grade and 135-175 lb. for Bl grade). The Minister said that 
the premiums on heavy weight carcasses had achieved the 
objective pf holding back marketings and that farmers who 
had co-operated should receive the same basic price as if 
the hogs had been marketed earlier, Arrangements had there- 
fore been made by which farmers would receive for animals 
slaughtered between March 17 and April 19 the A grade price 
for A grade carcasses of 171 1b. to 180 1b, which qualified 
for the $2 premium and the Bl price for Bl carcasses over 
175 1b. which qualified for the $1 premium, The payment of 
A and Bl prices for heavy weight carcasses qualifying for 
premiums was the result of an arrangement to can heavy 
weight product under price support. (Department of 
Agriculture press release} P.C. 4628, December 17, 1952) 


Cheese Purchases.- The British Minister of Food said in the 
House of Commons that, because of the need to conserve 
dollars, there would be no United Kingdom purchases this 
year of Canadian cheese. (U.K. Weekly Hansard No, 214, Oral 
Answers, column 1172) 


Canned Pork.~ The pork price support program was e-:tended 
to enable the Agricultural Prices Support Board to purchase 
a further ten million 1b, (P.C. 1859) 


Livestock Imports.- The importation of cattle, sheep, 
goats, other ruminants and swine from England and Scotland 
was prohibited until further notice, under the Animal 
Contagious Diseases Act. (Ministerial Order) 


Canadian Farm Loan Board Re ations.- Amendments to the 
Canadian Farm Loan Board (General) Regulations were 


gazetted, Slight changes were made in the rates of 
interest chargeable on first and second mortgage loans 
made during specified periods and there were other changes 
of an administrative nature. (P.C. 1948) 


Shearlings Imports.~- The following item was removed from 
import control:-"Shearlings - untanned sheepskin or lamb- 
skins with up to one inch of wool", (P.C. 1949) 


Cheese Imports.- The New Zealand Dairy Products Marketing 
Commission and Canadian importers agreed voluntarily to 
cancel orders for the balance of the New Zealand cheese 
sold to Canada some time ago. Orders for 1.8 million out 


April 8 


April 8 


April 9 


April. m5 


April 18 
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of nearly 2.7 million 1b, were cancelled. (Department of 
Trade and Commerce press release) 


Budget.- In the Budget brought down on this date the 
Minister of Finance announced reductions in the import 
duties imposed on certain types of farm machinery. Milk 
driers and evaporators would enter at 7 per cent ad 
valorem instead of 10-223 per cent. Roller bearings for 
the repair of farm machinery would enter duty free instead 
of bearing a 17s per cent duty. Tobacco excise taxes were 
to be reduced, The tax on cigarettes would be lowered by 
3 cents for a package of 20. The duty on raw tobacco 
would be reduced by @ cent per ounce. (House of Commons 
Debates p. 1257) 


Grain Prices.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce announced 
that the initial prices for western grains of the 1952-53 
erop would be $1.40 per bushel for No, 1 Northern wheat, 

65 cents per bushel for No, 2 C.W. oats and 96 cents per 
bushel for No, 3 C.W. 6 row barley, in store Fort William 
Port Arthur or, for wheat only, Vancouver. (House of 

Commons Debates p. 1222, P.C. 3381, June 23) 


Cattle Price Support.- It was announced that support 
prices for cattle would be established on the basis of $25 
per 100 lb. for good steers at Toronto, with appropriate 
differentials for other markets and other classes of cattle. 
This price would remain in effect until July 1, 1952. The 
results of the policy would be reviewed before that date 
and monthly thereafter until the United States embargo was 
lifted or modified sufficiently or other markets found. 

It was hoped that farmers would withhold their cattle, A 
special management committee would be set up to deal with 
operating policy. There would be an advisory committee to 
which all provincial governments could appoint 
representatives. (House of Commons Debates p. 1394, P.C. 
23609, Apri. 22) 


Potato Imports.- The import regulations under the Fruit, 
Vegetables and Honey Act were relaxed to permit the entry 
of U.S. No. 1 Size B long white new potatoes from California 
and Arizona - i.e. potatoes with a 1s inch minimum 

diameter instead of a 1 7/8 inch minimum. 


Foot-and=Mouth Outbreak,~ The British Columbia government 
passed an order in council lifting its embargo on the entry 
of livestock and meats, (B.C. Order. in Council) 
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Pork Price Support.» The Agricultural Prices Support Board 
authorized the Agricultural Products Board to purchase fresh 
frozen Wiltshire sides from authorized packers at authorized 
centres. The price to be paid at Toronto for Wiltshire sides 
from Grade A carcasses was $34,50 per 100.1b., calculated to 
support the price of Grade A dressed carcasses at $26 per 
LOO).aib go(P. Cie 23.59), Agricultural Prices eons Board 
memorandum 183 April 18) 


Cattle Price Support.- In an announcement on cattle price 
support the Minister said that the floor’ price for the 
month of July would be announced at the beginning of June 
and that at the start of each succeeding month the price 
would be announced for the month following. (House of 
Commons Debates p. 1471) 


Foot-and-Mouth Outbreak.- The Minister of Agriculture told 
the House of Commons that there was a new case of foot-and- 
mouth disease in Saskatchewan near Ormiston, about five 
miles outside the existing quarantine area, Twenty-three 
animals were slaughtered and the farm placed under 
quarantine. (House of Commons Debates p. 1472) 


Foot-and-Mouth Outbreak.-. It was announced that the disease 
was discovered on a farm near Weyburn, Saskatchewan, 41 
cattle being involved, The farm on which the outbreak 
occurred was outside the existing quarantine area but within 
the buffer zone. The quarantine area was being extended, 
(House of Commons Debates p. 1672) 


Pest Control Products Regulations.- New regulations were 
issued under the Pest Control Products Act, setting forth 
registration procedure, packaging and labelling requirements, 
the procedure on imports and other matters pertaining to 

the ieee and sale of pest control products « (SOR/ 
523,180 


Foot-and-Mouth Outbreak.- The House of Commons Standing 
Committee on Agriculture and Colonization began its hearings 
on ",,.the prevalence of foot-and-mouth disease in the 
province of Saskatchewan and its attendant ramifications." 
(House of Commons Standing Committee on Agriculture and 
Colonization minutes ... Nos 1) 


Canned Pork,- The Agricultural Prices Support Board was 
authorized to purchase a‘ further 15 million Jb. of canned 
pork, making a maximum total quantity of 35 million 1b. 
(PLC 55G) 
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Butter Price Support.- The price support program under which 


the Agricultural Prices Support Board would buy up to 10 
million 1b. of butter at a price of 63 cents per lb. Ist grade 
basis delivery Toronto, was discontinued. The support price 
reverted to 58 cents per lb. same basis, as provided for in 
the previous price support program. 


Grain Handling,= The Minister of Trade and Commerce stated 
that he felt justified in advising the House that the tough 
and damp grain problem had been looked after, although dry- 
ing operations would continue for some time in Canada and 
the United States. Good progress had been made in thresh- 
ing the part of the crop which had been lying in the fields 
during the winter. This was not adding to the tough and 
damp problem as it was being threshed in dry condition. 
Large quantities of out-of-condition grain had been sold 

in Canada and abroad, The United Kingdom in particular 

had taken a large part of her requirements in the form of 
tough grain. The milling industry in Canada had used 

tough wheat in the mill mix. (House of Commons Debates p. 


1759) 


Foot-and-Mouth Outbreak,- Two new cases of foot-and-mouth 
disease had been discovered in the Weyburn area. (House of 
Commons Standing Committee on Agriculture and Colonization 
Minutes p. 168) 


Cattle Price Support... The Minister of Agriculture said 
that the Agricultural Prices Support Board was purchasing 
frozen beef sides from keavy cattle in Calgary and 
Edmonton. Heavy beef was coming on to the market in 
Alberteinsuch quanti ties’ that 1twas difficult for 
producers to obtain reasonable prices, (House of Cemmons 
Debates p. 1807) 


Meat Marketing.- The Minister of Agriculture stated that 
there was a definite understanding with all the provinces 


that the federal government would be permitted to exercise 


even the authority which the provinces thought was their 
responsibility with respect to the marketing of meat as 
long as the United States! embargo remained in effect, 
(House of Commons Debates p. 1988) 


Meat Agreement.- Details of the three country meat agree~ 
ment were announced, Canadian beef was to be shipped to 
the United Kingdom in exchange for New Zealand meat which 
would in turn be sold through normal commercial channels 
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in the United States. The United Kingdom would. pay in 
sterling at existing New Zealand-United Kingdom contract 
rates and Canada would receive the proceeds from the sales 
of New Zealand meat in the United States. (House of 
Commons Debates pp. 2073-4) | 


Fertilizers and Feedingstuffs.-- The importation from the 
United States was prohibited under. the Animal Contagious 
Diseases Act of (a) fertilizers containing animal products, 
(b) bone meal and (c) feedingstuffs which contained 

animal matter and which were for animal consumption. The 
action was taken in an effort to prevent the introduction 
into Canada of anthrax, because of the belief that the 
recent outbreaks of the disease in the United States were 
caused by the use of imported bone meal, (Ministerial 
order) 


Cattle Price Support.- The outline was presented of a plan 
to maintain floor prices for Saskatchewan cattle, made 
necessary because of Manitoba's refusal to accept Saskatch- 
ewan cattle at its packing houses, Under the scheme 
farmers could bring their cattle to a central point for 
auction by a government auctioneer. Those not sold at or 
above the floor price would be bought by the government. 

Of these purchases cattle suitable for slaugnter would be 
slaughtered and the rest sent to pasture. (House of Commons 
Debates p. 2160) 


Meat Agreements- It was agreed by the three governments 
participating in the meat sale plan that the cifference 
between the United Kingdom-contract price. for New Zealand 
meat’ and the price derived from selling New Zealand meat in 
the United States would be shared eaually between New 
Zealand and Canada, The New Zealand share would be used 

to buy additional meat in Canada for shipment to the United 
Kingdom. The equivalent valve in sterling of ‘this 
additional meat would be paid to New Zealand by the United 
Kingdom. The Canadian share would be used to offset, to 
some extent, the. loss to the Canadian government which 
would be incurred under the terms of the original agree 
ment. (House of Commons Debates p. 2223) 


Cheese Marketing.- The federal government agreed to 
guarantee an initial advance to. Ontario cheese producers, 
under the Agricultural Products Co-operative Marketing Act, 
The advance was the maximum allowed under the Act - 80 per 
cent of the average price received during the previous 
three years. It amounted to 24 cents per lb. for first 
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grade large white unwaxed cheese, f.o.b. factory for cheese 
produced in the period April 1 to December 31, 1952. In 
addition the government guaranteed a maximum amount of 2 3/8 
cents per 1b. to cover physical costs of assembling, stor- 
ing, selling and distributing. The handling of the product 
remained in the hands of the Ontario Cheese Producers! 
Marketing Board, (P.C. 3021) 


Ranch=-bred Fox Pelts.~ The Minister of Agriculture was 

given authority, under the Agricultural Products Co-operative 
Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement with the Prince 
Edward Island Fur Pool Ltd., Summerside, P.E.I., in 
connection with the marketing of ranch-bred fox peits 
produced in Canada and pelted subsequent to November 1, 
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Muskrat Skins.- The Minister of National Revente was 
authorized to fix a value for duty of muskrat skins subject 
to entry under the General Tariff, the duty so fixed to 

be deemed the fair market value, This action was taken 
following a determination that muskrat skins were being 
imported into Canada under such conditions that they were 
affecting adversely the interests of es producers. 
(P.C. 2931, SOR/52-216, May 22) 


Cattle Price Support.~ The Agricultural Prices Support 
Board leased, for four months, the siaughtering plant of 
Canadian Co-operative Processors Limited at Swift Current, 
Sask. and arranged for its operation by intercontinental 
Packers Ltd., as part of the cattle price support program. 
(Treasury Board 429716, June 11) 


Income Tax.- Questioned regarding the pesition with respect 
to income tax on compensation payments made to farmers 
suffering losses because of the outbreak of foot-and-mouth 
disease the Minister of Finance said the ordinary rules 

with respect to income for~tax purposes would apply. (House 
of Commons Debates p. 262d) 


Newfoundland.- A proclamation was issued bringing into 
force in Newfoundland all statutes of the Parliament of 
Canada in force at the time of the Union, other than those 
specified in an attached schedule. Among those listed were 
the Canada Grain Act and the Meat and Canned Foods Act (in 
so far as it related to fish). (SOR/52~236) 
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Emergency Powers Act. Action was taken to extend for one 
year the authority granted under the Emergency Powers Act, 
1951. This was due to expire on May 31, 1952. (P.C, 3197) 


Cattle Price Support.- It was announced that*‘the floor price 
for cattle would be convinued without change until September 
1. (House of Commons Debates p. 2740) 


Foot-and-Mouth Research,~ The Acting Minister of Agriculture 
denied that the Animal Diseases Research Institute av Hull, 
P.Q. was to be moved. Research work on foot-and-mouth 
disease had been transferred to an island in the St, Lawrence 
river, where some other highly:contagious animal diseases 
were also under investigation, Normal research work was 
being continued at the Hull laboratory. (House of Commons 
Debates p. 2917) 


Cheese Marketing.~ Ontario cheese factory representatives 
voted to accept the agreement between the Ontario Cheese 
Producers! Association Ltd. and the federal government, 
under which the latter would guarantee a price of 24 cents 
per 1b. plus handling charges. 


Manitoba Livestock Embargo.- The Manitoba government removed 
its embargo on the shipment of western Livestocl, Federal 
support prices were announced for the Manitoba stockyards; 
for good cattle 500 1b. and over the support price was to be 
$23.35 per 100 1b. | 


Food_and Drugs Act.- The Minister of National Health and 
Welfare explained the provisions of a bill to revise and 
consolidate the existing Food and Drugs Act. He said it 


was not the wish of the government that the legislation be 


finalized this year, The bill would provide for the keeping 
of pertinent records by manufacturers and would limit the 
sale of foods, drugs and cosmetics packaged or stored under 
insanitary conditions, It would limit also the powers of 
the Minister with regard to the forfeiture of goods, (Senate 
Official Report of Debates p. 403) 


Potato Imports.- The import relaxation, which had permitted 
the entry since April 15 of U.S. No, 1 Size B long white new 
potatoes from California and Arizona, was cancelled, 
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Wheat Prices.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce said that 
eastern farmers must sell wheat in.the- open market without 
any floor price protection. If western farmers wished to do 
the same there would not be the siightsst objection from 

the government:- "I will welcome such a development," The 
Minister said further that as « matter of gcovernument policy 
the Canadian government would not tax the; consumers of this 
country, by asking them to pay a higher price for their 
wheat than that at which it was scld to overseas countries, 
to bonus the wheat producers of we tern Canada, (Standing _. 
Committee on Agriculture and Colonization, Minutes pp. 538-9) 


Canada Dairy Products Act.s- Royal Assent was given to the 
Senate bill to delete section six of the Canada Dairy 
Products Act, The effect of the amendment was to remove 
the power given to the Governor in Council under the 
original act to make regulations prohibiting exports and 
imports of substitutes for dairy products both in inter- 
provincial and export trade. (House of Commons Debates 

p. 3413, An act to amend the Canada Dairy Products Act) 


Cold Storage Act.- Royal Assent was given to the bill to 
amend the Cold Storage Act. By the new legislation the 
maximum amount of the government grant towards the cost of 
construction and equipment of a warehouse was raised from 
30 per cent to 33 1/3 per cent. The grant was mede payable 
in full on completion of the werchouse, not in instalments 
over five years as before. The Governor in Courcil, on 

the recommendation of the Minister of Agriculture, was 
empowered to authorize the payment in full of unpaid instal- 
ments due under a contract entered into before the coming 
into force of the amendment. (House of Commons Debates 

pe 3413. An act to amend the Cold. Storage Act) 


Canadian Farm Loan Act.- Royal Assent was given to a bill 
to amend the Canadian Farm Loan Act. The amendment gave 

the board power to borrow money from the federal treasury 
and authority for the setting up of a national advisory 
board. The amount of first mortgage jicans was doubled, to 
$10,000. These loans could be made up to a total of 60 

per cent of the value of the property instead o* 50 per cent 
as formerly. Second mortgage loans could be one-third the 
value of first mortgage loans. The maximum of first and 
second mortgage loans combined was raised to $12,000 from 
$6,000. These could be made to a valuo of 70 per cent where 
chattel security was taken or 65 per cent where it was not 
taken, instead of the former 60 per cent. (Houseof Commons 
Debates p. 3413, An act to amend the Canadian Farm Loan Act) 
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Beef for Korea.- The Minister of National Defence announced 


that agreement had been reached with United States! authori- 


ties for the procurement of Canadian beef for consumption by 
troops in Korea. The meat would be shipped from Vancouver 
to United States! quarter-master stores in the Far East and 
would be designated for the use of Canadian troops to avoid 
conflict with the provisions of the United States' Buy 
American Act. 


Dutch Strawberries.- Questioned about imports of frozen 
strawberries and strawberry pulp from the Netherlands, the. 
Minister of Agriculture said there ‘had been no imports into 
Canada so far, (House of Commons Debates p. 3480) 


Canadian Wheat Board Regulations.- Regulations for the crop 
year 1952-53, setting forth initial prices and administrative 


details, were gazetted. (P.C, 3381) 


Dutch Strawberries.- The Minister of Agriculture said.that 
the delivered duty paid cost of SQo strawberries at Montreal 
was 12¢ cents per lb. for one variety and 13s cents for 
another, The price of frozen strawberries in 30 ib, tins 
was 14 cents per 1b. f.o.b. Rotterdam or approximately 

175 cents delivered duty paid at Montreal. The SOo product 
could be used only for second grade or "pectin" jam. Fresh 
or frozen berries were required for "pure" jam or for 
canning. No orders had been piaced for Dutch strawberries 
by Montreal or Quebec jam makers but as there were prospects 
for an abundant crop processors were bvying local supplies at 
10 cents per 1b. with some purchases as low as 8 cents, In 
Ontario the provincial marketing board had set a minimun 
processors! buying price at 15 cents per 1b. as against 

185 cents per lb. last year. Most purchases were at 17 to. 


18 cents per lb. Various small-orders had been placed for 


SOo strawberries from Holland. In British Cclumbia canners 
and jam makers were buying local strawberries freely at 12 
cents per lb, Two large manufacturers had said that no 
orders had been placed for Dutch strawberries and they 
doubted whether any would be placed because of a good local 
supply. (House of Commons Debates p, 3611) 


Seeds Act.- Amendments were made to the regulations under 
the Seeds Act which strengthened the export requirements 
for graded seed, altered the procedure with regard to 
registration control numbers, make changes in the colouring 
requirements for red clover and alfalfa seed and set up a 
committee to deal with disputes about licenses. New grade 
standards were prescribed for Dutch sets and multiplier 
onions. (SOR/52~269, SOR/52--270) 
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Fertilizers Act.- Certain changes were made in the require- 


ments for specified fertilizers. (SOR/52-262) 


Footeand-Mouth Outbreak.- The Standing Committee on Agri-~ 
culture and Colonization, which had been inquiring into the 
outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease, tabled its report. The 
committee said it was of the opinion that the officials of 

the Health of Animals Division, Department of Agriculture, 
followed the well-defined plans laid down. It recommended 
continued and extensive research into all methods of diagnosis 
and control of animal contagious diseases in Canada. (Votes 
and Proceedings of the House of.Commons p, 568) 


Feed Freight Assistance.- It was announced that feed 

freight assistance would be continued for another year and 
that $11,125,000 had been appropriated for the fiscal year 
1952=53, The Minister of Agriculture said that it might be 
necessary to change the details of the assistance from time 
to time but that the legislation was continuous until further 
notice, (House of Commons Debates p. 3854) 


Canned Pork.~ The Agricultural Prices Support Board was 
authorized to purchase a total quantity of canned pork not 
exceeding 50 million lb. (P.C. 3410) 


Quebec Livestock Embargo.~ There was to be a gradual re- 


laxation on the shipment of western livestock and meat to 
Quebec. The legislation would not be withdrawn immediately 
but permits would be granted for imports from Manitoba, 
Northern Alberta and Northern Saskatchewan, These permits 
would be for live steers for immediate slaughter and for 
fresh-killed carcasses, 


Food and Drug Regulations.,- An order-in-council made under 
the Food and Drugs Act amended the regulations pertaining to 


certain commodities. The new regulations redefined various 
foods including cheese, whey, sunflower seed oil, mince meat, 
flour, bread, certain other cereal products and flavoured 
syrups. Sections approving the sale of vitamin enriched 
flour and bread were to take effect from January 1, 1953, 
except in Newfoundland where they applied after July 1, 1952. 
Changes were made in certain other requirements, principally 
in labelling. (P.C. 3456) 


Agricultural Products Marketing Act.- The Supreme Court of 
Canada-issued a judgment upholding the validity of the Agri- 


cultural Products Marketing Act, This judgment reversed the 
decision of the Supreme Court of Prince Edward Island which 
had declared the act ultra vires, 
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Canada Grain Act.- Royal Assent.was given to a bill to 

amend thé Canada Grain Act. The amendment concerned the re- 
appointment and salaries of grain commissioners and assistant 
grain commissioners and the statutory grades of grain, 

(House of Commons Debates p. 4294, An act to amend the Canada 
Grain Act) 


Adjournment of Parliament.- -Parliament adjourned until 
November 20, 


Export Controls.- A new schedule was issued of goods requir- 
ing an export permit, under the Export and Import Permits 
Act. Agricultural items in Schedule 1 (requiring a permit 

to all destinations) were glands, glandular. products and 
butter, Live hogs, pork and pork products, hides and skins, 
horsehair, pancreas and cheese were removed from such export 
control. Goods removed from Schedule 2 (requiring a permit 
for destinations other than the United States) included 
coconut oil, oiticica oil (inedible), palm oil, animal hair 
and wool. (P.C,. 3458) 


Rabies Outbreak.~ A declaration was issued that there was 
a serious outbreak of rabies in Nerthern Alberta and that 
all dogs were liable to be affected, The order forbade the 
moving out of the area in Northern Alberta north of the 
58th parallel of dogs, except with the permission of an 
inspector or an R,C.M,P. official. (SOR/52--292) 


Fertilizers and Feedingstuffs.~- .The ban on the importation 
of certain fertilizers and feedingstuffs from the United 
States, introduced on May 10, was altered to exclude 
fertilizers and feedingstuffs other than those containing 
bone meal. Under the new order imports of the following 


were prohibited (a) bone meal, (b) fertilizers containing 


bone meal, (c) feedingstuffs containing bone meal that were 
intended for consumption by cattle, sheep, goats, other 
ruminants, swine, horses and poultry. (SOR/52--293) 


Livestock Embargoes.- The Ontario and British Columbia 
embargoes on the shipment of prairie livestock and meat were 
completely removed. | 


Cheese Price.- The Ontario Minister of Agriculture said 
that Ontario cheese producers would be assured of at least 
30 cents per lb, for top grade cheese, The provincial 
government would make a guarantee of 6 cents per lb, in 
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additior:.... to the federal guarantee of 24 cents per lb. plus 
2 3/8 cents per lb. handling charge. (Globe and Mail, Toronto) 


July 15 Canada Dairy Products Act.- The act was proclaimed and 
regulations issued. These contained the following changes 
in existing requirements or new provisions:- (i) the mini- 
mum milk fat standard for ice cream was reduced from 13 per 
cent for plain ice cream and 11 per cent for ice cream con= 
taining fruit, nuts, etc. to 1.0 per cent for all ice crean, 
(ii) the period of validity for a cheddar cheese grade 
certificate was to be six months, effective December 1, 
1952, (iii) the salt content in First Grade creamery butter, 
formerly two per cent, could be varied to suit market 
requirements, (iv) packages for evaporated milk, whole milk 
powder and dry skimmed milk were standardized, (v) the 
grading of dry skimmed milk'was extendéd to imeludé packages 
sold direct to householders, (vi) definitions and standards 
of composition were prescribed for Swiss and Gouda cheese. 
eit of Agriculture press release, P.C. 3/61, SOR/ 
52-304 


July 16 Freight Rates.- The railways asked the Board of Transport 
Commissioners to authorize separate freight rate increases 
of seven and nine per cent. They asked for the seven per 
cent rise, to cover current deficits, to apply immediately. 
In addition to these general increases the railways were 
seeking authority to raise the rates on greins and grain 
products moving in the west for domestic ccnsumption, to 
bring these rates to the levels charged on similar movements 
in Ontario and Quebec. 


July 22 Canada Grain Act.~ Regulatiors made under the Canada Grain 
ea Act were re-enacted, effective August 3, 1952. Regulations 


Nos. 16, 18, 20, 21 and 22 were aeons and new regulations 
substituted as followss= No.'16 » Fees; No, 18 - Procedure, 
Country Elevators; No, 20 «= Maxitmum Tariff of Charges and 
Shrinkage Allowance, Country Elevators;’'No, 22 - Maximum 
Tariff of Charges, Terminal Elevators, (SOR/52~343) 


July 24 Canned Pork,- The Agricultural Prices Support Board announced 
that from July 28 government stocks of canned pork would be 
offered freely in Canada through regular trade channels for 
retail distribution, ata wholesale price of 40 cents per 1b. 
in carlots, basis Ontario and Quebec points. (Department of 
Agriculture press release) 
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Quebec Livestock Embargoes.- The Quebec government ended all 


restrictions on the movement of livestock and meat by 
cancelling its import permit system, 


Cheese Price.- The federal government's Ontario cheese 
price guarantee scheme was amended to allow the Ontario 
government to guarantee six cents per 1b. in addition to the 
federal guarantee. An agreement was signed between the 
Ontario government and the Ontario Cheese Marketing Board 
guaranteeing producers a price of at least 30 cents per 1b. 
for first grade cheese made between July 1 and December 31, 
1952. (P.C. 3552 for federal authorization) 


Anthrax Outbreak.- Laboratory tests confirmed an outbreak 
of anthrax in the Roseville district of Prince Edward 
Island. (Department of Agriculture press release) 


Cattle Price Support.- The Minister of Agriculture announced 
that the present floor price for cattle would continue until 
September 30 and that there would be a support price for the 
duration of the United States! embargo on Canadian cattle.’ 
(Department of Agriculture press: release) : 


Forage Crop Seeds Marketing,-- Authority was given for the 
federal government to enter into an agreement, under the 


Agricultural Products Co-operative Marketing Act, with the 
Saskatchewan Forage Crop Growers! Co-operative Marketing 
Association Ltd., the selling agency for seventeen co- 
operative marketing associations in the province, for the 
marketing of forage crop seeds. The federal government under- 
took to guarantee initial payments representing about 23 per 
cent of the average selling value of the seeds in the last 


three years. (P.C. 3797) 


Foot-and=-Mouth Outbreak.- The Minister of Agriculture 
officially declared Canada free of foot-and-mouth disease, 
Quarantine and other restrictive measures were removed, 

Final figures on the slaughterings during the outbreak were:- 
cattle, 1,343; swine, 294; sheep, 97. Of the 42 premises 
involved in the outbreak 29 were infected and 13 contact, 

The Quarantine Area involved 21 rural municipalities. Active 
infection occurred in 5. (Department of Agriculture press 
release, Ministerial Order-and P.C,. 3812, August 14) 
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Destructive Insect and Pest Act.- Regulations under the act 
were amended, some important changes in the new regulations 
being:- (i) Victoria, B.C, and Edmonton, Alta. were added to 
the list of ports for the importation of nursery stock, 

(ii) the ban on the importation of five-leaved pines was 
removed because the White Pine Bhister Rust, against which 
the embargo was maintained, had become widespread in Canada, 
(iii) the importation of plants with soil was prohibited from 
countries in Europe, except from Holland and Belgiun, which 
had soil testing programs, Other countries could be — 


exempted if they established satisfactory testing facilities. 


This ban was imposed in an attempt to exclude golden 
nematode from Canada, (iv) the importation from Europe of 
all species of willow was prohibited, in an effort to 
prevent the introduction of "water-mark" disease, (v) 
additional host plants were added to the section dealing 
with virus deseases of stone fruits, (vi) import restric- 
tions on corn and corn products into Manitoba and Saskatch= 
ewan from the United States were removed as the European 
Corn Borer had become established in those provinces, The 


restrictions on imports into Alberta and British Columbia 
“were extended to apply on imports from the whole of the 
. United States, (vii) the importation of broom corn from 


countries other than the United States was prohibited 
between May 15 and August 15 and slight changes were made 
in the treatment of imports at other times of the year, 
These alterations were made to reduce the danger of 
importation of corn infesting insects, (viii) the importa- 
tion of hop plants from England and Wales was prohibited 
unless these were duly certified, in order to guard against 
the introduction of the Progressive Verticillium Wilt 
disease of hops. (P.C. 3811) 


Canned Pork.- Authority was given for the Agricultural 
Prices Support Board to purchase 65 million lb. of canned 
pork in the period up to and including September 30, 1952, 
an increase of 15 million lb. over the nee previously 
authorized. (P.C. 3914) ee 


Apple Marketing.- Authority was given for the federal 
government to enter into an agreement, under the Agricultural 
Products Co-operative Marketing Act, with the Co-operative 
Monteregienne of the Town of Rougemont, Quebec, in connection 


-with the marketing of apples produced in Quebec in 1952 and 


processed and sold in the form of apple juice, sauce, pulp 
or jelly. The federal government agreed to guarantee an 
initial advance of $1.45 per bushel, about 60 per cent of the 
average selling value in the last three years. Of this 
amount $1.30 was for processing costs and 15 cents to cover 
the guarantee on the purchase of apples, which were to be of 
C grade. (P.C. 3913) 
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August 29 ~* Pork Imports.- Action was taken under the Animal Contagious 
seme Diseases Act to prohibit the entry into Canada from the 
United States of swine, uncooked pork, uncooked pork products, 
pork offal and garbage. The prohibition was imposed because 
of the prevalence in the United States of vesicular exanthema. 
(Ministerial Order) 


September 9 Canned Pork Sales.- The Agricultural Prices Support Board 
announced that sales of Canadian canned. pork in the United 
States might be made on behalf of the Board by any firm 
operating in Canada, including the Board's agents, provided 
certain requirements were. met. The net return to the Board 
was to be not less than 40 cents (Canadian funds) per 1b. 
f.o.b. warehouse, Toronto basis, less 2s per cent brokerage. 
The Board reserved the right to revise this minimum return 
at any time, (Agricultural Prices Support Board. S.H.-U.S. i) 


September 10 Canned Pork Sales.- The Agricultural Prices Support Board 
announced the terms on which canned pork would be available 
for sales to countries other than the. United States and 
Puerto Rico. The meat would be available in carlots (1,100 
cases) to any firm at 40 cents per 1b. f.0.b. cars at ware- 
house, Montreal basis, for round labelied tins, (Agricul- 
tural Prices Support Board, S.H.~F. 1) 


September 16 Grain Handlers' Dispute.- The federal Transport Controller 
ordered the suspension of all grain loadings destined for 
the lakehead, due to a pile-up of grain at terminal 
elevators, The embargo did not apply to grain in transit 
or to shipments to the West Coast, Churchill or points 
other than the lakehead. The threatened grain dispute at 
the lakehead was the reason for the embargo. 


September 18 Grain Handlers' Dispute.- The grain handlers! dispute at 
the lakehead was settled a few hours before the strike 
deadline. Principal features of the settlement were:- 

(i) the standard work week was reduced from 48 to 40 hours; 
effective August 1, 1952, (ii) the basic rate of pay for 
hourly rated men was raised to $1.35 per hour, effective, 
September 16, 1952. This amount included an increase of 
20,4 cents per hour as compensation for the loss causcd by 
the shorter work week, (iii) the existing differentials in 
pay rates for hourly rated men were to be maintained, (iv) 
six cents of the increase was to be retroactive January 1, 
1952 to July 31, 1952, (v) monthly rated men were to have 
overtime at the rate of time and a half, (vi) monthly rated 
“men were to be paid an increased rate proportionate to ‘the 
increase to hourly rated men less the 20.4 cents to compen-~ 
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sate for the reduced work week and less the 10 cents granted 
September 1, 1952, (vii) the agreement was to continue in 
force until December 31, 1953, subject to a cost-of- -living 
adjustment. (Labour Gazette, September 1952 p, 1190A) 


Grain Handlers' Dispute.- The government embargo on grain 


shipments to the lakehead was lifted, following the settle- 
ment of the grain handlers! wage dispute, 


Rabies Outbreak.= An outbreak of rabies was reported among 
foxes and wolves in the vicinity of Fort Vermilion, Alberta. 
A number of horses, cattle, swine and dogs were bitten and 
infected, All dogs in the area were veccinated end animals 
showing signs of the disease destroyed... Premises where the 
disease was suspected were placed under revit ws (Depart- 
ment of Agriculture press release) 


Egg Price Suvport.- The Agricultural Prices Support Board 
arranged to purchase 21,915 cases of oil processed, Grade 
A medium eggs which had been stored by the trade to the 
Agricultural Prices Support Board's specifications in the 
provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. (Depart- 
mental Highlights, week ended November 1) 


Freight Rates.- The Board of Transport Commissioners granted 
the railways permission topresent their case for an increase 
in freight rates. The original reques t for an immediate 
increase of seven per cent was raised to eight on the 

grounds that costs had risen since the original application 
was filed, 


Wheat for India.- It was announced that the Canadian Govern- 
ment had agreed to allocate for the purchase of wheat $5 
million out of the Colombo Plan funds available to India 
during the current fiscal year, The Indian Government had 
requested a larger proportion of Colombo Plan aid in the 
form of wheat but the Canadien authorities considered that — 
the balance of the funds available should be used to provide 
capital equipment for the Indian development prograie The 
Indian Government was to set up a special fund into which 
will be paid the equivalent in rupees of tho $5 million 
Canadian grant, This "counterpart" fund will be used for 
the internal financing of economic development projects to 
be agreed on by the two governments. {Department of External 
Affairs press release) 
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Cattle Price Support.- The cattle price support program was 
revised, providing until May 31, 1953 or the lifting of the 
United States' embargo for the following prices:- (i) the 
equivalent of $25.00 per 100 1b. live weight for heavy steers 
and heifers (carcasses 700 1b. and up, cold dressed weight, 
fat in basis, including Grades A, B and ©) from October 1 to 
November 15, 1952, (ii) the equivalent of $23.00 per 100 1b. 
live weight for "good" (finished) steers at Toronto (with 
the exception of steers qualifying under (i) above) from 
September 29, 1952 to March 31, 1953, (iii) the equivalent 
of $25.00 per 100 lb, live weight for "good" steers at 
Toronto after April 1, 1953. Appropriate differentials were’ 
to be applied for other grades and markets for (ii) and (iii). 


(P.C, 4142) 


Hog Price Support,- A new hog price support scheme was 
introduced under which the Agricultural Prices Support 
Board would purchase hogs and pork in whatever form was 
considered preferable at a price of $26.00 per 100 ib. warm 
dressed weight from Grade A carcasses, basis Toronto and 
Montreal, during the period October 1 to December 31, 1952. 
From January 1, 1953 the price would be $23.00 per 100 Jb. 
same basis. There were to be appropriate differentials for 
other principal stockyards., (P.C. 4141) 


U.K.-Canada Wheat Agreement, The United Kingdom. in 1952- 
53, agreed to purchase 115 million bushels of Canadian wheat 
or wheat. in the form of flour, under the terms of the Inter- 
National Wheat Agreement. (Department of frade and Commerce 
press release) 


Freight Rates.- The Board of Transport Commissioners con- 
cluded its hearings on the eight per cent increase in 
freight rates and reserved judgment on the issue. 


Beef for Korea.- The first army contract beef for Korea 
was shipped. Processing of the second shipment was in 
progress. 


Canned Pork.- The Agricultural Prices Support Board was 
authorized to purchase a further ten miliion 1b. of canned 
pork, making a total since the beginning of the program of 
75 million 1b, The terminal date of September 30, 1952, 
which had been set for purchases under the scheme , was 
removed. (P.C. 4217) 
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Rabies Outbreak.- The Ministerial Order of July 8 declaring 


the part of Alberta north’ of the 58th parallel a designated 
area because of the outbreak of rabies wes revoked and a new 
order issued extending the designated area, from which no 
person could move a dog without the permission of an 
inspector or an R.C.M.P, official, to that-portion of Alberta 
north of the 57th parallel. (S0R/52.- 148) 


Boneless Beef Purchases,- As part of the price support 
program the Agricultural Prices Support Board offered to buy 
frozen boneless beef from inspected meat packing plants for 
storage. The board was to buy beef from carcasses officially 


stamped M grade and also grades D-1, D-3 and S, which were 


approved and stamped by government graders as not carrying 
excessive fat for manufacturing beef purposes. The price 
in storage with one month's storage charges paid was 37 
cents per lb. frozen weight basis in Ontario and Quebec. 
In western provinces it was slightly less. (Agricultural 
Prices Support Board Reference B-2) 


Oats Price,- The Minister of Trade and Commerce announced 
that the Canadian Wheat Board was completing the final 
accounting for the 1951-52 oats, barley and wheat pools. 
The distribution of final payment cheques for oats in the 
1951-52 pool would be made first, beginning October 15, 


Producers delivered 133.1 million bushels of oats to the 


Board. The surplus available for distribution was $24.7 
million, making an average payment of 18.587 cents per 
bushel, Final payments were to vary with grade. On No, 2 
C.W. the amount would be 18.614 cents per bushel, making a 
total producers! price, basis in store Fort William~Port 
Arthur, after deducting carrying charges in country and 
terminal elevators, drying and reconditioning costs and 
Board administrative expenses, of 83.802 cents per bushel, 
The one per cent Prairie Farm Assistance Act levy was not 
deducted. The pool was closed on September 26, 1952 and 
17,4 million bushels, sold but not finally priced on that 
date, were transferred to the 1952-53 pool, (Department of 
a and Commerce press. release, P.C. 4304, 4305, October 
Ay 


Hog Price Support.--. The Agricultural Prices Support Board 
modified the method. of supporting hog prices with a view to 
decreasing the quantity of canned pork. The Board was to 
purchase whole carcasses in four main cuts, hams, backs, 
bellies and shoulders. The canning program was to be limited 
to shoulders and the product from off grade hogs. Other cuts 
were to be put into storage. Lea poe Prices Support 
Board, Reference H-5) 
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Egg Price Support.- All stocks of Grade A medium eggs were 
sold, mostly to export markets other than the United States, 
(evan tien tal Highlights, week ended November 1) 


Filbert Nuts.- A ruling was made under section six of ‘the 
Customs Tariff, giving three weeks! notice of the transfer 
of filbert mits in the shell from the category of “a class 
or kind not produced in Canada" to "a class or kind produced 
in Canada". (SOR/52-465) 3 


Egg Price Support.- The Agricultural Price s Support Board 
offered to purchase about 20,000 cases of oZ1 processed 
Grade A large eggs. Only about 11,000 were actually purchased. 
These stocks of eggs were moved from heavily supplied western 
centres to eastern markets where eges were in short supply. 
Sales were made almost entirely on the basis of price support 
levels. (Departmental Highlights, week ended November 1) 


Turkey Marketing.- The Minister of Agriculture was given 
power, under the Agricultural Products Co-operative Marketing 
Act, to enter into an agreement with the Societe Co-operative 
eae Regionale de St, Damase, P,Q., guaranteeing an initial 
payment on turkeys produced in the province of Quebec during 
1952 and processed and soid in the form of dressed or 
eviscerated turkey, Under the agreement the guaranteed 
initial payments were to be 35 to 40 per cent of the average 
producer price during the past three years, (P.C. 4303) 


Flour Export Committee, A Canadian Flour Export Committee 
was set up to examine the possibilities of extending Canada's 
flour sales in overseas markets and tc assist customers in 
determining their wants, The membership was to be eight 


members of the trade and two government officials ex officio 


representing the Department of Trade and Commerce ard the 
Canadian Wheat Board, ‘The secretary of the board was Mr, 
Harry Dowsett, Secretary, Ontario Flour Miliers! Association, 
95 King Street E, Toronto. 


Barley Price.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce announced” 
that on October 29 the Canadian Wheat Board would begin tne 
distribution of final payment cheques on barley delivered 

to the 1951-52 pool. the quantity of barley delivered was 
130,6 million bushels and the surplus available for distri- 
bution $19.2 million, making an average final payment of 
14.729 cents per bushel... The payments varied with grade. 
They were 14, 016 cents per bushel.on No, 1. Feed barley and 
13.200 cents on No. 3 C.W. six-row barley. On this grade the 
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total realized price in store Fort William-Port Arthur was 
$1.2933 per bushel, This sum included the initial payment, 
adjustment payments and the final payment, less carrying 
charges in country and terminal elevators, drying and 
reconditioning costs and Board administrative expenses. The 
one per cent Prairie Farm Assistance Act levy was not deducted. 
(Department of Trade and Commerce press release, P.C. 4331, 
October 23, P.C. 4384, October 30) 


October 24 Freight Rates.- The Board of Transport Commissioners issued 
its judgment in the railways' application for increases in 
freight rates. The Board dismissed a carrier application 
for an immediate increase of eight per cent “in freight rates 
generally. It decided that rates on grain moving 
domestically in Western Canada should be increased by from 
one to 13 cents per 100 1b. depending on the length of haul... 
The statutory rates on grain moving for export-were not 
affected by the decision, 


October 30 Butter Sale.- Government-owned stocks of butter, amounting 
to approximately 40 million lb., were offered for sale at a 
wholesale price of 62 cents per 1b, Ist grade basis Ontario 
and Quebec, 


October 30 Butter Sale.~ The Agricultural Products Board was given 
authority to sell butter held by it at 62 cents per lb. 
first grade creamery solids, basis Ontario and Quebec. The 
previous authority giving the board power to sell butter at 
66 cents per lb. (P.C. 627, January 31, 1952) was revoked. 
(P.C. 4394) 


November 10 Freight Rates.- The Board of Transport Commissioners began 
hearings on a proposal by the railweys for a change in the 
system of setting freight rates. Under the proposed system 
the board would determine the net investmens of the C.P.R, 
in the rail enterprise and allow rates that would yield 
the company a specified annual return on the investment, 


November 15 Wheat Price.- It was announced that the finel payment on 
No, 1 Northern wheat of the 1951-52 pool would be 23.333 
cents per bushel, The surplus in the pool was $114,585,000 
and the amount of wheat under administration 551,173,000 
bushels, giving an average final payment of 25.23913 cents 
per bushel. During the crop year 1951-52 producers delivered 
453,998,000 bushels of wheat to the Canadian Wheat Board, 
the balance being transferred from the 1950-51 pool. The . 
grades of wheat were far below normal, the principal ones 
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being No. 3 and No. 4 Northern, Nearly 40 per cent of all 
wheat delivered was tough or damp. The totai price, basis 
in store Fort William-Port Arthur or Vancouver, after deduct- 
ing carrying charges in country and terminal elevators, dry- 
ing and reconditioning costs and Board administrative 
expenses but not the one per cent P.F,A.A. levy was $1.83569 
per bushel for No, 1 Northern, Total sales and shrinkage 
losses from the 1951-52 pool amounted to 447,965,000 bushels. 
The pool closed on October 24 and the remaining stocks, 
amounting. to 103,208,000 bushels, over haif of them low | 
grade wheat, were transferred to the 1952-53 pool. The dis~ 
tribution of final cheques was to begin on November 20, 
(Department of Trade and Commerce press release, P.C. 4508, 
4529, November 19) 


November 15 Cattle Imports.- Effective November 15 imports of Scottish 
eattle were permitted if the animals were sent through 
Northern Ireland. They were to be quarantined in that 
country for sixty days, sent to Canada by ship and detained 
for thirty days in a Canadian Animal Quarantine Station. 
(Department of Agriculture press release, November 17) 


November 20 New Session of Parliament.- The session of Parliament, 
adjourned since July 4, was prorogued and a new session 
opened. In the Speech from the Throne at the cpening of — 
the new session legislation affecting agriculture was 
promised to provide for the continuation of the Emergency 
Powers Act, to amend the Canadian Wheat Board Act, to 
provide for federal co-operation with provincial governments 
in water conservation schemes, to allow for incorporation by 
Parliament and for federal supervision of co-operative 
credit societies desiring tc operate in more than one 
province under the legislation, to revise the Food and Drugs 
Act and to amend the Farm Improvement Loans Act, (House of © 

. Commons Debates p. 1) 


November 25 Farm-Stored Grain.- Tne Minister of Trade and Commerce said 
he knew of no necessity for making an advance on farm-stored 
grain, Final payments on the 1951 crop were being distri- 
buted, Marketings of the 1952 crop were greater than those 
of the 1951 crop last year, The present crop was of high = 
grade and payments to the producer were therefore higher 
than last year, If additional funds were required the grain 
stored on the farm or elsewhere would surely be security for 
a loan from the bank. (House of Commons Debates p. 63) 


November 28  Foot-and-Mouth Outbreak.~ The U.S, Acting Secretary of 
Agriculture said that if the present favourable conditions 
continued Canada would be declared free of foot-and-mouth 
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disease on March 1, 1953. This date was recommended by the 
Department's Livestock Industry Advisory Committee on foots 
and=-mouth disease, meeting at Denver. Action had been 
started on regulations to permit the entry of livestock and 
meats now banned. The restrictions applying to other animal 
products and hay would be vemoved, (U.S. Department of Agri- 
culture Daily Summary) OBO | BC 


Canned Pork.- The Agricultural Prices Support Board was 
authorized to purchase canned pork to an amount not exceed-= 
ing 90 million lb. including purchases. previously authorized 
(75 miltion 1b.) ." (Pees 2572) 


Hatchery Regulations.~ New regulations were issued under . 


the Live Stock and Live Stock Products Act respecting the 
Improvement of Poultry and the Production and Sale of 

Chicks (Hatchery Regulations), The previous regulations 
were revoked. Important changes were (i) the alteration 

of the name "approved" hatcheries to "registered" hatcheries, 
(ii) the establishment of Canadian Hatching Egg standards 


and Canadian Chick standards, (iii) a section to'cover 


"brooding" of chicks and (iv) a change inthe Flock Approval 
Policy to allow the sale of three way cross chicks in 
provinces which are prepared to accept them. (P.C. 4536) 


Freight Rates.- Following acceptance by the railways of 
a federal coneiliation board's proposal for a 16 cents-an- 
hour increase, the railway companies applied to the Board... 
of Transport Commissioners for a nine per cent .increase in 
freight rates, The hearing was set down for December 15, 


Federal-Provincial Agricultural Conference-- The two day 
Federal-Provincial Agriculturai Conference opened in Ottawa, 


MFN Treatment for Egypt.- Under the Customs Tariff, 
products of Egypt were not to be subject to higher duties 
or charges than those levied on articles from any other 
foreign country, effective December 3, (P.C, 4599) 


Foot-and=-Mouth Outbreak.- A notice of proposed determina- 
tion of non-existence of foot-and-mouth disease in Canada 
was issued by the U.S, government, Persons wishing to make 
submissions on the proposal were given urtil January 16, 
1953, to do so. (Federal Register p- 11123) 
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-Cheese Marketing.- The Ontario Cheese Producers! Marke ting 


Board was granted authority under the Agricultural Products 
Marketing Act to regulate the marketing of cheese outside 
the province,. The order revoked the previous authority 
(P.C. 3200, June 21, 1951). A slight change in the wording 
of the cheese A i scheme made RCSA ATTY, the granting 
of a new authority. (P.C. 4604) | 


Foot-and-Mouth Disease Compensation.- The Minister of 
National Revenue said that the government had not given 


consideration to relieving farmers from including as 

income payments received from the Department of Agriculture 
in connection with the eradication of foot-and-mouth 
disease where such payments properly constituted taxable 


receipts under the provisions of.-the soe Tax Act. (House 


of Commons Debates p. 512) 


Food_and Drug Regulations.-- The Food and Drug Regulations 
were amended to provide for the labelling of flour contain- 


- ing maturing agents. The specifications for raisin bread 


were strengthened and the application of the sections re~ 
lating to enriched and Vitamin B bread, in all provinces 
but Newfoundland, delayed fromJanuary 1, 1953 to February 
2, 1953. In Newfoundland these paragraphs of the regula~ 
tions were effective July 1, 1952. (P.C. 4619) 


Freight Rates.- <A new scale of "class" rates was issued 
by the Board of Transport Commissioners as the first step 
towards national freight rete eavalization, These basic 
rates were to go into effect on January i, 1954, unless 
altered before that date. The schedules were to apply to 
Canada except the Maritimes and lower S*. Lawrence area of 
Quebec (east of Levis), dealt with under the Maritime 
Freight Rates Act. In western Canada the board indicated 
a drop in the general freight rate but forecast a later 
boost in the charges on grain moving in that area for 
domestic consumption, 


Canned Pork.- The Agricultural Prices Support Board announc- 
ed that, from December 15, canned pork would be offered ror 
sale identified by a national brand label as "Canadian Pork 
Luncheon Meat", The minimum amount which could be purchased 
was 450 cases of two dozen 12 ounce tins. The product was 
to be offered at an f.o.b. storage warehouse price of $3.20 
per dozen cans in Montreal, Quebec and Toronto, with 
slightly lower prices in western centres. The same prices 
were also to apply on sales to the United States and to 
other countries. (Agricultural Prices Support Board S,H, 
Canada 1; S.H.-U.S.2, S.H.-F.2, December 13) 
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U.S. Hay Import Restrictions.- Canadian hay for use as feed- 
ing material was permitted to enter the United States without 
restriction if it was produced in an aree east of the 8$th 
meridian W. longitude (which passes near Sault Ste. Marie). 
The hay was to be transported directly to a port in this 
area, The relaxation was in the form of an amendment to BAI 
Order 371. (Federal Register, December 13, p. 11256) 


International Wheat Conference.- The membership was 
announced of the Canadian delegation to the conference to 
meet in Washington on January 30, 1953 to discuss the re- 
newal of the International Wheat Agreement. The leader 
would be M,W.Sharpe, Associate Deputy Minister of Trade and 
Commerce. Alternate delegates would be W.C. McNamara, 
Associate Chief Commissioner to the Canadian Wheat Board 
and Dr. C.F, Wilson, Agricultural Counsellor, Canadian 
Embassy, Rome. Five advisers were named from producer 
organizations in the prairie provinces. (Wheat Review, 
December 1952, p.28) 


Hog Marketing.- The Ontario Hog Producers! Marketing Board 
was ganted authority, under the Agricultural Products Mark- 
eting Act, to regulate the marketing cutside the province 
of hogs produced in specified counties of Ontario. (P.C. 


1,631) 


Egg Price Support.- An order in council was passed giving 
the Agricultural Prices Support Board authority to purchase, 
during an appropriate period in 1953, such grades of eggs 
in such form as the board might specify, at a price equiva-~ 
lent to 38 cents per dozen for Grade A Large eggs plus an 
allowance not to exceed five cents per dozen to cover 
storage charges. (P.C. 4652) 


Potato Marketing.- The Potato Marketing Board of Prince 
Edward Island was given new powers under the Agricultural 
Products Marketing Act to reguiate the marketing of P.E.I. 
potatoes in interprovincial and export trade. The new order 
was necessary because certain powers pertaining to licensing 
and other financial matters were not extended under the 
original order. IU revokes P.C. 5159. of October 25, 1950, 
(P.C. 4648) 


Potato Marketing.- The Potato Marketing Board of New Bruns- 
wick was given new powers under the Agricultural Products 
Marketing Act to regulate the marketing of New Brunswick 
potatoes in interprovincial and export trade. The new order 
was necessary because certain powers pertaining to licens- 
ing were not extended under the original order. It revokes 
P.C, 20 of January 4, 1952. (P.C. 4647) 
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Adjournment of Parliament.- Parliament adjourned for the 
Christmas recess, The House of Commons was to meet again 
on January 12 and the Senate on February 3. 


Freight Rates,- The Board of Transport Commissioners 
authorized a nine per cent general increase in freight rates, 
to compensate the railways for the 16 cent an hour wage 
increase granted to their non-operating employees. 


Rabies Outbreak.- The quarantine under Section 5A of the 
Animal Contagious Diseases Regulations was extended to 
cover the portion of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta 
north of the 55th parallel... Under the new order, which 
revoked the previous order of October 4, 1952, no person 
could move a dog out of the designated area without the 
permission of an inspector under the Animal Contagious 
Dears Act or an officer or constable of the R,.C.M.P. 
tied or confined. Sled dogs were ‘to ‘be controlled 
effectively. (Ministerial Order) 


Canned Pork.- The Agricultural Prices Support Board was 
authorized to purchase canned pork to an amount not exceed- 
ing 110 million 1b, including Dy eaaece Lage aa - 
authorized. aS GO, L716) 
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PREFACE 


This publication is the second in a series recording chronologically 
changes in federal policies affecting agriculture and events of importance 
in connection with such policies. 

In recording the sources of the items certain procedures have been 
followed. The date has been omitted where this is the same as that 
under which the item is listed. The initials "P.C.“. refer to orders in 
council and "SOR" to statutory orders and regulations. As a rule new 
legislation is listed only when it receives Royal Assent or is gazetted. 

An index follows the chronological section of this bulletin. It 


begins on page 34. 


A Chronology for 1953 


January 9 U.K. Cheese Purchase.-— It was announced that the United 
Kingdom Government was to set aside $1,500,000 for the 
purchase of Canadian cheese of the 1952 make. The sale 
was negotiated between the Ontario Cheese Producers’ 
Marketing Board and the British Food Mission in Canada. 
On January 14 it was announced that negotiations had 
been completed on the deal. 


January 12 Seed Marketing.- Authority was given under the Agric- 
ultural Products Co-operative Marketing Act for the 
federal government to enter into an agreement with the 
Alberta Seed Growers’ Co-operative Ltd. of Edmonton 
in connection with the marketing of forage crop seeds 
produced in Alberta in 1952. (P.C. 1953 - 2/27) 


January 14 Fox Pelt Marketing.- The federal government was given 
authority, under the Agricultural Products Co-operative 
Marketing Act, to enter into agreements with a number 
of selling agencies in connection with the marketing 
of ranch-bred fox pelts pelted after November 1, 1952 
and delivered before May 1, 1953. The co-operatives 
covered by the authority were (i) George A. Callbeck, 
selling agency for the Canadian National Silver Fox 
Breeders’ Association, Summerside, P.E.I. (ii) Prince 
Edward Island Fur Pool Ltd., Summerside, P.E.1. 

(iii) Quebec Fur Breeders’ Co-operative Association, 
Quebec, P.Q. (iv) L‘Association des Producteurs de 
Fourrure de Nicolet, Gentilly, Comte de Nicolet, 

P.Q. (P.C. 1953 - 4/54) 


January 15 New Ferry for P.E.I.- The Minister of Transport announced 
that the federal government would build a new ferry to 
operate between Wood Island, P.E.I. and Caribou, N.S. 
The ferry was to be ready for service in 1955. For 
agricultural products it would provide an efficient 
automobile ferry service from the eastern part of the 
island to Nova Scotia. (House of Commons Debates, 
p.1011) 


January 16 Rabies Qutbreak.- The quarantine area for rabies under 
the Animal Contagious Diseases Act, was extended to 
include the Yukon Territory, the District of Mackenzie, 
N.W.T., the area of British Columbia north of the 53rd 
parallel, the portion of Alberta north of Township 49 
and the area of Saskatchewan and Manitoba north of the 
55th parallel. The southern boundary of this area ran 
approximately from Princess Royal Island east across 
British Columbia through Quesnel to Red Pass Junction 
on the Alberta border and took in the area served by 


aye 


the C.N.R. between Prince George and Prince Rupert. From 
Red Pass Junction the line swung northeast across Alberta 
through Leduc. about 25 miles south of Edmonton to 
Lloydminster on the Alberta-Saskatchewan border. In 
Saskatchewan it followed the 55th parallel about 125 
miles north of Prince Albert to the Manitoba boundary 15 
miles north of Flin Flon, continuing east across Manitoba 
north of Warbowden and Oxford House. Regulations which 
applied to dogs, including those vaccinated against rabies, 
provided that no person was to move a dog out of the de- 
signated area without permission of an inspector or 
R.C.M.P. official, that all dogs other than sled dogs 
being used in sledding or transportation operations were 
to be tied securely or confined effectively and that 

sled dogs were to be controlled effectively. The order 
of December 20, 1952 was revoked.(Ministerial Order) 


January 17 Co-operative Mission to Asia.- Four Canadian specialists 
in co-operative and agricultural training left on a mission 
to obtain information with the object of reporting to the 
government on the technical assistance in these fields 
which Canada could usefully give to India, Pakistan and 
Ceylon. The visit of the mission was part of the help 
being given to Asian countries participating in the 
Colombo Plan. Members of the team were H.L. Trueman 
and J.E. O'Meara of the federal Department of Agriculture, 
Rev. M.J. McKinnon, Director of Extension at St. Francis 
Xavier University, Antigonish, N.S. and R.H. Tremblay, 
Chief Inspector of the Federation des Caisses Populaires 
Desjardins, Quebec. (Department of External Affairs press 
release) 


January 19 South Saskatchewan River Project Report.- The Prime Minister 
tabled the report of the Royal Commission on the South 


Saskatchewan River Project. The commission found that at 
present economic returns to the Canadian people on the 
investment in the project would not be «commensurate 

-with its cost. This finding should be reviewed when there 
was a prospect of adequate markets for the specialty crops 
the area might produce, when the Canadian demand had grown 
to such an extent that a more intensive use of land re- 
sources was necessary, when there was a significant change 
in the relationship between farm prices and construction 
costs or when the construction of public works was necessary 
to relieve unemployment. The commission calculated that 
the project would cost at least $250 million of which $175 
million would be needed to build the Coteau Creek reservoir 
and power station. After certain deductions the remaining 
cost chargeable to irrigation would be over $70,000 for 
each farm unit. The commission recommended a number of 
smaller irrigation schemes and the immediate development 
of a long range program for the best use of the waters 


January* 23 


January 26 


January 27 


January 29 


January 30 
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of the Saskatchewan River. (House of Commons Debates p. 
1103, Report of the Royal Commission on the South 
Saskatchewan River Project) 


U.K. Bacon Purchase.— It was confirmed that the United 


Kingdom Ministry of Food had announced that it would 
purchase Canadian bacon to the value of $1 million. The 
Acting Minister of Agriculture said the purchase had been 
made possible by the results of the Canada—New Zealand 
beef exchange agreement. Exact terms of the purchase 
and dates of delivery had not yet been worked out but 

it was expected that they would be cleared in the near 
future. It should be understood that this was a single 
purchase and not a contract in the sense in which the 
term was used in the war and postwar years. (House of 
Commons Debates, p.1259) (The purchase was not made 
because prices in Canada were above the support level.) 


U.K. Wheat Purchases.- The Prime Minister said that 
the United Kingdom was to purchase 115 million bushels 
of wheat from Canada, as previously announced. A small 
quantity would now be bought at the Class II instead 

of the IWA price. Australia was to take up the part 

of the U.K.‘s IWA quota switched from Canada. (House 
of Commons Debates pp.1307-8) 


Butter Sales.- Sales to the trade of government-owned 
butter were suspended temporarily. The government had 
sold the 1951 butter which had been stored and was taking 
stock of the 1952 storage. (House of Commons Debates, 
January 29, p.1433) 


Freight Rates.— The Board of Transport Commissioners 
began hearings on an application by the railways for 

an immediate freight rate increase of seven per cent. 

The Board accepted an amendment to a previous application 
for a nine per cent boost in rates. The request was 
modified so that it would not come before the board 

until a ruling had been made on a railway proposal for 

a change in the system of setting freight rates. 


Livestock Imports.- The Animal Contagious Diseases 
Regulations were amended to prohibit the entry from 

the United States of sheep and goats, other than those 
imported for immediate slaughter, unless the animals 
were accompanied by a certificate that (i) they showed 
no evidence of scrapie, (ii) scrapie had not existed 
on the premises of origin during the three years 
immediately prior to shipment and (iii) the animals 
were not the progeny of a sire or dam that was affected 
with scrapie or other infectious or contagious disease. 


January 30 


February 9 


February 9 


February ll 
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For importations from countries other than the United States 
the amended regulations required a certificate that scrapie 
had not existed on the premises of origin for three years 
(formerly two years). (P.C. 1953 = 103) 


Canned Fruit Salad.— The Department of National Revenue 
ruled that prepared fruits known as "Fruits for Salad“ 
amd "Fruit Cocktail” with peaches predominating, in air- 
tight containers, were to be classified for Customs 
Tariff purposes under paragraph (a) of tariff item 106, 
with a duty of two cents per lb. British Preferential, 
2% cents Most-Favoured-Nation and five cents General. 

By this ruling the specified products would be classed 
as peaches, with duties as set out above, instead of as 
fruits, n.o.p., paragraph 106 (d), with tariffs of one 
cent per lb. B.P., one cent M.F.N. and five cents 
General. 


Livestock Imports.- The Veterinary Director-General 
announced that, because of an outbreak of foot-and- 

mouth disease in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, no further 
permits would be issued for the importation of swine, 
cattle, sheep or other ruminants from Great Britain. 

It was unlikely that permits would be issued for at 

least six months after Scotland had been declared free 

of the disease. (Department of Agriculture press release) 


Butter Sales.- Butter deliveries were resumed in small 
quantities to relieve shortages. The government's butter 
policy was to stabilize the price to farmers during the 
summer months and attempt to stabilize the price to 
consumers during the winter months... (House of Commons 
Debates, February 5, p.1638) 


U.S. Import Restrictions.-— The Minister of External 
Affairs tabled in the House of Commons copies of a note 
presented by the Canadian Embassy in Washington to the 


' U.S. State Department. The note referred to previous 


communications on the subject of U.S. import restrictions 
and said that the Canadian Government had re-examined 
the situation following the announcement on December 31, 
1952 of further restrictions, relating to dried milk 
products. On the basis of this review the Canadian 
Government again expressed its serious concern at the 
infringement of international agreements to which both 
governments were parties. The Government of Canada wished 
to call attention not only to the effects of the measures 
on trade but also on the broad commercial interests of 
the two governments. The Canadian Government considered 
such departures from the accepted principles of 
commercial policy by the leading trading nation could 
hardly fail to weaken the force of those principles and 


February 11 


February 16 


February 16 


February 16 


February 17 


to damage seriously the development of world trade on a 
constructive basis. The note pointed also to the possible 
undesirable effects on the trade policies of overseas 
deficit countries and urged the removal as soon as possible 
of Section 104 of the Defense Production Act of 1950, as 
amended. (House of Commons Debates pp. 1827 and 1860) 


Cuban Sugar.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce said he 
had discussed with Cuban exporters the effect on the 
Canadian sugar beet industry of imports of Cuban refined 
sugar. The Cubans mentioned some exceedingly bad buying 
practices on the part of the Canadian trade. If remedial 
action were taken, the Minister said, he thought he could 
assure the House that no Cuban refined sugar would be 
shipped from Cuba into western Ontario or the three 
prairie provinces. (House of Commons Debates, p.1837) 


Grain Handlers’ Strike.- A grain handlers’ strike tied 
up movements of grain from four elevators in Vancouver 
and one in New Westminster. The railways placed an 
embargo on shipments to these elevators of export grain 
from Alberta. 


Butter Sales.— The Minister of Agriculture said that the 
government still held more than 29 million lb. of butter 
which was regarded as sufficient to meet all needs until 
the new production season opened. It would be sold at a 
basic price of 62 cents per lb. in Ontario and Quebec ~ 
with comparable prices elsewhere. The buyer would be 
required to make immediate delivery to retailers and the 
mark-up for cutting, wrapping and distributing was to be 
fair and reasonable. In many large centres the retail 
trade would be able to sell at 65 to 66 cents. Butter 
production was somewhat higher than at the same time last 
year, the point of low production had passed and fresh 
supplies would increase from week to week. Consumers 
could be assured for the remainder of this year of ample 
stocks at 62 cents wholesale. (House of Commons Debates, 
p. 1959) 


Cuban Sugar.- Reporting on his meeting on February 13 
with representatives of the sugar industry, the Minister 
of Trade and Commerce said it was decided that a re- 
presentative of the refiners should go to Cuba to 

follow up with the industry there the Minister’s report 
on suggestions to improve the situation. (House of 
Commons Debates, p.1960) 


U.S. Import Restrictions.- The Prime Minister gave a 
comprehensive history of United States" and Canadian 
action on U.S. dairy import restrictions, imposed under 


February 18 


February 19 
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Section 104 of the Defense Production Act. He said that 
the U.S. administration realized that these restrictions 
were contrary to international obligations undertaken by 
their country and that it was still making efforts to 

get Congress to repeal the legislation. (House of Commons 
Debates, pp. 1997-8) 


Wheat and Barley Prices.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
announced an increase in the initial price of all grades 
of wheat, except durums, from $1.40 to $1.60 per bushel, 
basis No. 1 Northern in store Fort William-Port Arthur 

or Vancouver, effective March 2. An adjustment payment 

of 20 cents per bushel would be made on such wheat de- 
livered to the Canadian Wheat Board between August 1, 

1952 and February 28, 1953. In the case of durum wheat, 
for which there was an exceptionally strong demand, the 
increase would be 25 cents per bushel, making a new 
initial payment of $1.65 per bushel for No. 1 amber 

durum in store Fort William-Port Arthur or Vancouver. 

The Minister said he hoped this increase would encourage 
additional durum production in 1953. Initial prices of 
all grades of barley would be increased by 15 cents per 
bushel, effective March 2, The new initial price would 

be $1.11 per bushel basis No. 3 C.W. 6-row barley in 

store Fort William-Port Arthur. An adjustment payment 
would be made on deliveries between August 1, 1952 and 
February 28, 1953. (House of Commons Debates, pp. 2049-50; 
P.C. 1953-215, P.C. 1953-216, P.C. 1953-217, P.C. 1953-218, 
February 19; P.C. 1953-543, April 9) 


Budget.- The Budget was brought down by the Minister of 
Finance, who said that expenditures for the 1952-53 fiscal 
year were $57 million more than he had forecast. In- 
cluded in this amount were $42 million, an estimate of the 
losses which should be taken into this year’s accounts in 
connection with the price support policy for beef and pork. 
The Minister proposed reductions in the customs duty on 
particular items entering into the costs of production in 
primary industries. Items referred to were wire reinforced 
paper tape for packaging farm or garden produce, plough bolts, 
Spraying and dusting machines, pruning hooks and shears, 
dehorning instruments, fruit and vegetable grading machines. 
and other machines for preparing these crops for market, 
incubators for hatching eggs and a variety of other materials 
and pieces of equipment, most of which were now to be ad- 
mitted free. The excise duty on cigarettes was reduced by 
four cents for a package of 20 and a corresponding cut 

made in the customs duty. The sales tax was repealed on 
materials used in the manufacture of goods enumerated 

under the heading "foodstuffs" in Schedule III of the 
Excise Tax Act. (House of Commons Debates, p. 2115 

et seq.) 


February 19 


February 20 


February 21 


February 23 


February 26 
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Dry Skimmed Milk Price Support.- The Agricultural Prices 
Support Board was given authority to purchase ten million 
lb. of dry skimmed milk, not more than three million lb. of 
which could be the roller process product. The prescribed 
prices were eight cents per lb. f.a.s. Montreal for lst 
grade roller process dry skimmed milk and 11.5 cents for 
the spray process, with appropriate transportation differ- 
entials for purchases in other centres. (P.C. 1953 - 252, 
PC. 91953" =" 253) 


Potato Prices.- In answer to a question concerning the drop 
in potato prices in Prince Edward Island the Minister of 
Agriculture said he had received no representations on 

the subject. Prices at the beginning of the 1952-53 sea- 
son were higher than usual but had declined when it be- 
came apparent that the crop was larger than anticipated. 

He was informed that the P.E.I. Potato Marketing Board had 
established a floor price of $1.90 per 75 lb. on November 
29, 1952, but had subsequently revised it downward on 
January 21 to $1.55-$1.60 and on February 14 to $1.30-$1.35. 
With regard to the importation of Maine potatoes the 
Minister said he was advised that these were not being 
dumped on the Montreal market. One carload had arrived 

and was still unsold the day before he spoke. There 

had been no other imports this season of Maine potatoes. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.2240) 


Cattle Price Support.- The buying program for cattle was 
ended, in order to discourage the delivery of cattle in 
the remaining days before the lifting of the U.S. embargo 
on livestock and meats. The price support program re- 
mained in effect, however, until the lifting of the U.S. 
embargo on March 2. (Department of Agriculture press 
release, February 20) 


Wheat for Pakistan.- It was announced that the Canadian 
government would provide Pakistan with $5 million worth 
of wheat to help alleviate a food shortage in that 
country. The wheat was to be part of Canada’s Colombo 
Plan contribution. Pakistan was to be asked to convert 
the money it received from the sale of the wheat into a 
rupee fund to help cover the cost of economic development 
schemes approved by the two governments. {Department of 
External Affairs press release) 


International Trade Inquiry.- The Senate moved that its 
Standing Committee on Canadian Trade Relations be empowered 
to enquire into and report on what steps might be taken 

to further implement Article 2 of the North Atlantic 

Treaty whereby the signatories agreed that they would 

“... seek to eliminate conflict in their international 
economic policies and ... encourage economic collaboration 


February 26 


February 26 


March 2 


March 2 
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between any or all of them". Among those who might be 
invited to present their views to the committee were 
representatives of agriculture, industry, labour, trade, 
finance and consumers. The committee was also empowered 
to hear representations from business interests or in- 
dividuals of the NATO countries. . (Senate Official Report 
of Debates, February 12, p. 221; February 26, p. 314) 


Grain Handlers’ Strike.- The Minister of Trade and 
Commerce said that the government would not operate the 
strike-bound Pacific Coast grain elevators. There were 
certain factors involved which would react on labour 
relations from coast to coast. (House of Commons Debates, 
p. 2416) 


Milk Test Act.- Regulations were issued under the Milk 
Test Act, formerly Part III of the Dairy Industry Act. 
They referred to the verification of glassware for 

milk testing and were a revision of the regulations 
formerly in effect under the Dairy Industry Act. The 
Dairy Industry Regulations (P.C. 5235, October 14, 1949) 
and the Regulations governing the Inspection of Condensed, 
Evaporated and Dried Milk (P.€. 5652, December 15, 1948) 
were revoked. These regulations, which were made under 
the Dairy Industry Act and the Meat and Canned Foods Act 
respectively, were consolidated, except for sections 
concerning the testing of milk, in the regulations issued 
on July 15, 1952, under the Canada Dairy Products Act. 
(P.C. 1953 - 264) 


Foot-and-Mouth Qutbreak.- The Minister of Agriculture 
announced in the House of Commons that the United States 
had removed the restrictions on the importation of 
Canadian livestock and meats imposed because of the out- 
break of foot-and-mouth disease in Canada. The products 
freed from restrictions included live cattle, sheep and 
swine; fresh and cured beef, veal, mutton, lamb and pork; 
hides and animal by-products; hay and straw. The Minister 
also announced the removal of Canadian import controls, 
imposed March 3, 1952, to deal with the emergency situation 
during the period when normal market outlets were closed. 
(House of Commons Debates, p. 2512-3, P.C. 1953 ~ 297, 
February 26, Federal Register, March 5, p. 1225) 


U.S. Cattle Quotas.- The Minister of Agriculture announced 
that the President of the United States had proclaimed the 
termination of the abnormal situation in respect of cattle 
and meats. As a result the tariff arrangements on cattle 
negotiated at Geneva in 1947 would apply on imports into 
the United States from April 1. The United States’ tariff 
would provide for the entry annually from all sources of 
400,000 head of cattle weighing 700 lb. and over at 1% 
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cents per lb. and 200,000 head of calves under 200 lb. at 
the same rate of duty. For cattle in excess of these 
numbers and for medium weight cattle the rate of duty 
would be 2% cents per lb. Dairy cows would continue 

to enter at 1% cents per lb. without quantitative 
limitations and purebred cattle for the improvement of 
stock would be admitted duty free. During the “abnormal 
situation” the tariff quota arrangements were suspended and 
light and heavy cattle entered at the lower rate of duty 
regardless of number. The “abnormal situation” clause 
was inserted in the U.S.—Mexican trade agreement of 1942 
and again in the Geneva agreements, {House of Commons 
Debates, p. 2541, Federal Register, March 6, p. 1263) 


March 4 Grain Deliveries.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
said that on March 3 the delivery quotas on wheat, oats 
and barley in Saskatchewan were increased to 15 bushels 
per seeded acre, bringing them in line with those in 
Manitoba and Alberta. The 15 bushel delivery quota was 
to be known as the “basic quota”. Supplementary de- 
livery quotas would be established from time to time, 
based on seeded acreage. Under these producers would 
be given more choice as to the grain to be delivered. 
(House of Commons Debates, p. 2602-3) 


March 5 Animal Contagious Diseases Act.- The regulations under 
the Act were amended to give specified officials (police, 
inspectors etc.) power to destroy dogs or other animals 
not detained, isolated or muzzled as prescribed by the 
Minister in any order. (P.C. 1953 - 310) 


March 6 Rabies Outbreak.- A new order was made under the Animal 
Contagious Diseases Act, revoking the order of January 
16, 1953, and extending the quarantine to the whole of 
Alberta. The quarantined areas in other western pro- 
vinces were to remain as specified in the earlier order. 
(Ministerial Order Relating to Rabies) 


March 9 Freight Rates.- The Board of Transport Commissioners 
awarded the railways a general freight rate increase 
of seven per cent, effective March 16. 


March 14 Vesicular Exanthema.- Vesicular exanthema was designated 
as a named disease for the purposes of Part VII of the 
Animal Contagious Diseases Regulations (which among other 
things forbids the running at large of affected animals 
and provides that on infected premises nothing may be 
removed or brought in without the authority of an 
inspector and that contacts may be ordered to be isolated, 
dipped or otherwise treated). (Ministerial Order Relating 
to Vesicular Exanthema) 


March 26 


March 27 


March 3l 
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Butter Price Support.- The butter price support program 
was extended for two years, to provide a support price 
from May 1, 1953 to April 30, 1955 for lst grade 
creamery butter produced in Canada of 58 cents per lb. 
basis delivery Halifax, St. John, Montreal and Toronto 
and 57 cents per lb. basis delivery Vancouver. 

(P.C. 1953 - 470, House of Commons Debates, March 30, 

p. 3402) 


Price Support.- The Minister of Finance gave the House 
of Commons an explanation of the price support item of 
$32,346,000, which appeared in further supplementary 
estimates for the fiscal year 1952-53. Most of this 

was required to cover losses on operations in supporting 
prices of livestock and meats. On April l, 1952 the 
Agricultural Prices Support Board held 5.5 million lb. 

of canned pork. A further 92.8 million lb. were pro- 
duced to the board’s specifications to March 31, 1953. 

It was estimated that, by March 31, the board would 

have resold 25 million 1b., principally in the domestic 
market, involving a loss of $6.1 million. Various pork 
cut programs involved 101.4 million lb. of product. It 
was estimated that about ten million lb. would remain 

on hand at March 31. The total loss on cuts resold to 
March 31 was estimated at $2.7 million, which represented 
mainly the payment of certain storage, transportation and 
handling charges. It was estimated that, up to March 31, 
1953, the board would have purchased the equivalent of 
159.5 thousand cattle and have accepted product in the 
form of carcass and boneless beef as well as live cattle. 
The estimated holdings at March 31, were equivalent to 
38.6 thousand cattle, including live cattle on community 
pastures. The board had exported 70.2 million lb. of 
carcass beef (the equivalent of 112,410 cattle) to the 
United Kingdom at a cost of $31.4 million. Estimated 
revenue from the sale of New Zealand beef in the United 
States was $8.4 million. The resulting loss to the beef 
account was therefore $23.0 million, which sum might 

be subject to some minor adjustments. The board had 
accepted 1.5 million lb. of boneless beef in the buffer 
zone area. This was canned and the bulk of it sold to 
Greece. The net loss was $0.6 million. The sale of 
boneless beef for consumption by Canadian and Common- 
wealth troops in Korea had been carried out at no loss 

to the board. (House of Commons Debates, pp. 3343-4) 


Statistics Act.— An act to amend the Statistics Act 


received Royal Assent. The amendment made certain 
changes in the census of population and agriculture. 

It gave greater flexibility in the types of information 
which might be collected. Instead of the former rigid 
schedule authority was given to collect information 
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on (a) population (b) number of houses for habitation 
(c) number of farms (d) other matters prescribed by 

the Governor in Council. The legislation authorized 
the collection of statistics on commerce and navigation 
of inland waterways and in coastal trade. It deleted 
the reference in the Act to sampling as this section 
was no longer required. (House of Commons Debates, 

p. 3475; An Act to Amend the Statistics Act) 


Rabies Qutbreak.- The rabies quarantine area in Western 
Canada was extended to take in part of Saskatchewan 

south of the 55th parallel and adjacent to the Saskatchewan- 
Alberta boundary line, The addition to the quarantine area 
in Saskatchewan consisted of a strip about 100 miles wide 
stretching from the U.S. border to the 55th parallel. It 
was ordered following confirmation of a case of rabies 

at Lloydminster, Saskatchewan. The new quarantine applied 
to all dogs in the Yukon Territory, in the District of 
Mackenzie, N.W.T., in Alberta, in British Columbia north 

of the 53rd parallel, in Saskatchewan west of the Eastern 
Boundary of Range 16, west of the 3rd meridian, and north 
of the 55th parallel, and in Manitoba north of the 55th 
parallel. (Ministerial Order relating to Rabies) 


Maple Products Combine.- A report was tabled in the 
House of Commons which dealt with an inquiry into an 
alleged combine in the purchase of maple syrup and 
maple sugar in the Province of Quebec. The Combines 
Investigation Commissioner found that, having regard to 
all the factors involved, the evidence did not go so 
far as to prove a combine within the meaning of the 
Act. None of the parties involved was shown to account 
for a sufficiently large part of the market or to have 
such control over it as to make it appear that the 
arrangements were detrimental to the producers‘ 
interests. The matter was to be kept under observation 
and new facts could be brought at any time before the 
Director under the Combines Investigation Act. (House 
of Commons Debates, p. 3491; Investigation into an 
Alleged Combine in the Purchase of Maple Syrup and Maple 
Sugar in the Province of Quebec, 1953) 


International Wheat Agreement.- The Canadian delegate 
at the Washington meetings of the International Wheat 


Council signed the new agreement on behalf of Canada. 
The agreement would provide, for three years from 
August 1, 1953, for a maximum price of $U.S. 2.05 per 
bushel inclusive of carrying charges and a minimum of 
$1.55, The agreement was subsequently signed by all 
countries formerly participating, except the United 
Kingdom. It was to be ratified by governments before 
July 15, 1953. Britain's decision not to adhere to the 
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agreement was announced in the British House of Commons 
on April 15. (House of Commons Weekly Hansard, April 
13-17, Col. 190) 


Margarine Sales Tax.- The SenateStanding Committee on 
Banking and Commerce reported out the Excise Tax Bill 
with amendments, one of which would have exempted 
margatine from the ten per cent sales tax. The pro- 
posal was rejected by the Senate. (Senate official 
Report of Debates, April lb, pp. 409-10, April 22, 

p. 432 et seg.) 


Pasquia Project.- The Minister of Agriculture was granted 
authority to enter into an agreement with the province of 
Manitoba for the reclamation and settlement of the Pasquia 
area of the Saskatchewan River Delta. The scheme was to 
take in 135,000 acres of low-lying land between the 

Carrot and Pasquia Rivers, which had been subject to 
periodic flooding. The federal government's share was 

not to exceed $1,350,000 in a three year program. The 
Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration, as the federal 
agency, was to construct dykes, drainage canals and other 
engineering works. The . Manitoba government was to con- 
struct roads and ancilliary drainage works and to ad- 
minister settlement policy. (P.C. 1953/2/571) 


Canned Pork.— The Agricultural Prices Support Board 
announced that it would start early in May to advertise 
canned pork in order to reach the greatest possible sales 
volume during the summer months. Large advertisements 
were to appear in all Canadian daily newspapers, coloured 
window streamers would be available for use in retail 
stores, shelf-edge point of sale slogan strips would be 
distributed to retailers and mats showing a picture of 
Canadian Pork Luncheon. Meat would be sent to those 
wishing to include them in their own advertisements. The 
Department of Agriculture's Consumer Section, in press 
and radio releases, would emphasize the use of canned 
pork. (Agricultural Prices Support Board circular) 


South Saskatchewan River Project.-— In a letter to the 
Premier of Saskatchewan the Minister of Agriculture stated 


that the federal government was prepared to consider a 
definite proposal from the province for co-operation in 

a south Saskatchewan power and irrigation project. In 
the Minister's words:— "any proposal put forward by the 
province should make it clear what contribution to the 
cost of the dam itself theprovince is prepared to make 

to remove any element of federal subsidy for the pro- 
duction of power since power development could obviously 
not be subsidized in one province unless the federal 
authorities were prepared to provide similar subsidies in 
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all provinces and federal subsidies for power development 

are contrary to present government policy.....You will 
appreciate that any federal contribution would also have 
to be limited, as in the St. Mary’s and Bow river projects, 
to works for the conservation of the water ...". (House 
of Commons Debates, p. 4444) 


Grain Prices.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce said 


that the initial prices in 1953-54 for wheat would be 

not less than $1.40 per bushel for No. 1 Northern and 
$1.50 for Durum. The initial prices for barley and oats 
would be the same as in 1952-53; 96 cents for No. 3 C.W. 
6-row barley and 65 cents for No. 2 C.W. oats. There 
were substantial stocks of these grains still unsold. In 
commenting on the oats position, he said “There is some 
suggestion that our usual marketing arrangements with the 
United States will be interfered’ with. I can see no 
reason why that should be so; nevertheless that is one 
obstacle that could interfere with our present marketing 
program." (House of Commons Debates, p. 4398 et. seg.) 


International Wheat Agreement.- The House of Commons 
agreed to a motion to approve the International Wheat 


Agreement. The Senate agreed to the motion on April 
28. (House of Commons Debates, p. 4426; Senate Official 
Report of Debates, p. 514) 


Livestock Imports.- The order of April 3, 1952, pro- 
hibiting the importation from England and Scotland of 
cattle, sheep, goats, other ruminants, and swine was 
revoked. (SOR/53 - 179) 


Cheese Marketing.- The Minister of Agriculture said, 
during the debate on the Agricultural Estimates:- "The 
Ontario producers had that guarantee (80 per cent of the 
average price in the three preceding years under the 
Agricultural Products Co-operative Marketing Act) last 
year and I understand are putting forward a request for 
the same thing this year . ....1 think it can be taken for 
granted we will pretty well stick to what was done last 
year. I think it would be a mistake to transfer from 
the act they are now under to the Agricultural Prices 
Support Act". (House of Commons Debates, p. 4679) 


U.S. Import Restrictions.-— The House of Commons un- 


animously adopted a resolution concerning U.S. trade 
restrictions, as follows:- “In view of the impending 
departure of the Prime Minister for Washington this 

house desires to record its opinion that further vigorous 
efforts should be made by the government to bring about 
the removal of the restrictions imposed by the United 
States on the importation of Canadian agricultural 
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products, in violation of the general agreement on tariffs 
and trade.” The Prime Minister was in Washington on May 
7 and 8. He reported to the House on May 9 on his trip. 
(House of Commons Debates, May 6 p. 4847 et seq., May 9, 
p. 5055 et seq.) 


Wheat Prices.- During the course of a debate on a C.C.F. 
motion calling for an initial price for wheat in 1953-54 

of $1.65 per bushel the Minister of Trade and Commerce 
said:- "We have set up a pattern to which we have been 
able to adhere, that is an initial price of $1.40 and an 
interim payment in the month of March before seeding, 

then a final payment after completion of the final account- 
ing for the crop year ... I might point out that the 
government does not set the initial price. It approves 

the initial payment, but the initial payment is recommended 
by the wheat board, and properly so. It is recommended 

by the board after the board has assessed the possibilities 
of selling the crop." (House of Commons Debates, pp. 4857-8) 


Grain Handlers‘ Strike.- The Minister of Labour announced 

in the House of Commons the settlement of the west coast 

grain elevators’ strike. (House of Commons Debates, p. 4868) 
The terms of settlement included a 74 cents an hour increase 
in wages, job classification, two more paid statutory holidays, 
a five cent boost on the graveyard shift differential and 
double pay on Sundays. 


International Trade Inquiry.- The Senate adopted the report 
of the Standing Committee on Canadian Trade Relations, which 
had been inquiring into the most practical steps to the 
further implementation of article 2 of the North Atlantic 
Treaty. The committee reported that it had received sub- 
missions from 11 leading commercial, industrial and labour 
organizations. Many additional groups had expressed a 
desire to appear before the committee and it was therefore 
not possible to complete findings and submit a report. 

It was hoped that the committee would be empowered as 

early as possible during the next session to continue 

its work under the present terms of reference. (Senate 
Official Report of Debates, p. 606) 


Cuban Sugar.- The Minister of Trade and Commetce said 

in the House of Commons that a despatch from the Canadian 
Ambassador to Cuba had advised that the Sugar Institute 
of Cuba had published a new decree extending until the 
end of the year the prohibition of shipments of refined 
sugar to Canada. (House of Commons Debates, p. 4904) 


Grain Deliveries.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce, 
in a statement on the grain position, said it would be 
possible to provide by July 31, 1953 for firm deliveries 
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of about 830 million bushels of grain. This amount could 

be delivered under the basic quota of 15 bushels per seeded 
acre on wheat, oats and barley and the supplementary three 
bushel delivery quota on total wheat, oats and barley 
acreage. It looked as though those would be the limit of 
delivery quotas for the present crop year. On May 1, the 
supplementary three bushel quota became effective at every 
delivery point in the west and on May 15 all delivery points 
were to become alternative points. This would mean that 
producers could deliver their 18 bushel quota at any station 
in the west where space was available. (House of Commons 
Debates, pp. 4969-70) 


Canada Grain Act.- The House of Commons Standing Committee 
on Agriculture and Colonization adopted a report recommending 
that the government give consideration to the advisability 

of referring the Canada Grain Act to the committee for 

study at a future session of parliament. (Votes and 
Proceedings of the House of Commons, May 12) 


Wheat for Pakistan.-— The Canadian Government offered Pakistan 
an additional $5 million grant towards the purchase of wheat 
from Canada. In view of the urgent character of the food 
situation in Pakistan and of the fact that sufficient 

time was not available for prompt parliamentary action pur- 
chases were to be financed temporarily from the Colombo 

Plan vote for 1953-54. It was the intention of the Canadian 
Government to recommend to parliament at the next session 
that this amount of the Colombo Plan vote be replaced with 
funds appropriated for the purpose. The Pakistan Government 
was asked to place the rupees resulting from the distribution 
of the wheat in a special fund to be used to meet the local 
costs of economic development projects in Pakistan, as 

agreed between the two governments. (Department of 

External Affairs press release) 


Livestock Imports.- Provision was made for the importation 
of the backlog of cattle and other livestock which had been 
owned by Canadians for some time and maintained in Britain 
because of the prohibition on shipments to Canada. An 
order provided for the entry, subject to satisfactory 
certification, of cattle, sheep and swine purchased in 

the United Kingdom before February 2, 1953 and held in 
Scotland for at least two months prior to importation, 

by a resident of Canada for importation into Canada. All 
such animals were to be quarantined in Canada for 60 days 
or such further period as an inspector might require. 

(P.C. 1953 - 748) 


Cheese Marketing.- Authority was granted to the Minister 
of Agriculture, under the Agricultural Products Co-operative 
Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement with the Ontario 
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Cheese Producers’ Association for the marketing of 

cheddar cheese produced in Ontario in 1953. The agreement 
was to guarantee an initial advance of approximately 80 
per cent of the average selling price in the last three 
years (24 cents per lb. for first grade cheddar plus a 
handling charge). (P.C. 1953 ~ 745) 


Canada Water Conservation Assistance Act.- Royal Assent 


was given to this measure which authorized payment of 
federal grants of assistance to provinces in connection 
with water conservation projects. A limit was placed 
on the federal share of 37% per cent of the cost of a 
project. Projects for which federal assistance would 
be provided would be of a major character and assistance 
would be given only if requested by the provincial 
government. The federal government would have no pro- 
prietary interest in works to which it might contribute. 
The Act was to be administered by the Department of 
Resources and Development. (House of Commons Debates, 
p. 5442; An act to Authorize the Grant of Assistance 
to a Province for the Conservation of Water Resources) 


Co-operative Credit Associations Act.- Royal Assent 
was given to this measure to “provide for the organization, 


to specify the powers and to provide for the supervision 
of central co-operative credit associations that may be 
incorporated by Parliament.” It provided for the 
establishment of co-operative credit associations operating 
in more than one province, under the supervision of the 
superintendent of insurance. Such national organizations 
would be incorporated by a special act of Parliament 

and would be the subject of suitable safeguards. The 

act was to be administered by the Department of Finance. 
(House of Commons Debates, p. 5442; An act respecting 
Co-operative Credit Associations). 


Emergency Powers Act.- A bill to extend until May 31, 
1954 the life of the Emergency Powers Act received Royal 
Assent. (House of Commons Debates, p. 5442; An act 

to amend the Emergency Powers Act) 


Farm Improvement Loans Act, 1944.- Royal Assent was given 
to “An Act to Amend the Farm Improvement Loans Act, 1944". 
The amendment extended the operation of the existing leg- 
islation by closing out on March 31, 1953 instead of on 
February 28, 1954 the present three year pool of loans 
guaranteed by the government under the act. It provided 
for a new three year pool beginning April 1, 1954 and ending 
March 31, 1956. During that time the maximum total value 
of government-guaranteed bank loans would be $300 million. 
The maximum individual loan was increased from $3,000 to 
$4,000. (House of Commons Debates, p. 5442; An act to 
amend the Farm Improvement Loans Act, 1944) 
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Food and Drugs Act.- Royal Assent was given to a bill to 
revise and consolidate the existing Food and Drugs Act. 
The new legislation provided for the keeping of pertinent 
records by manufacturers and prohibited the sale of foods, 
drugs and cosmetics that were packaged and stored under 
insanitary conditions. It limited the powers of the 
Minister with regard to the forfeiture of goods. These 
could formerly be the result of seizure by an inspector 
and a report by a federal analyst, followed by a decision 
of the Minister. In future there would be no forfeiture 
of goods, without the consent of the owner, unless there 
was a determination by a judicial officer as to whether 
the goods were in conformity with the Act and as to 
whether the forfeiture should be undertaken. (House 

of Commons Debates, p. 5442; An act respecting Food, 
Drugs, Cosmetics and Therapeutic Devices) 


Prairie Farm Assistance Act.- Rayal Assent was given to 
an amendment to provide that certain crown lands in 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan, granted after December 31, 1940, 
be made eligible for the assistance provided under the 

act. (House of Commons Debates, p. 5442; An act to 

amend the Prairie Farm Assistance Act) 


Canadian Wheat Board Act, 1935.- Royal Assent was given 
to the Canadian Wheat Board Act amendment. The provision 
for annual pool periods was extended from August 1, 1953 
to August 1, 1957. The power to regulate the inter- 
provincial and export trade of wheat was extended for the 
same period. Provision was made for the authorization of 
payment of expenses which might arise in connection with 
Canada’s participation in any wheat marketing organization 
which might follow the International Wheat Agreement. There 
were other amendments of an administrative nature. (House 
of Commons Debates, p. 5442; An act to amend the Canadian 
Wheat Board Act, 1935) 


International Wheat Agreement.- Canada’s formal in- 
strument of acceptance of the new International Wheat 
Agreement was deposited in Washington, (Department of 
External Affairs press release) 


Wheat Prices.- The Canadian Wheat Board increased the 
price of wheat for domestic use to $2.05 per bushel, 
No. 1 Northern wheat basis in store Fort William-Port 
Arthur or Vancouver. If the board’s Class II price 
fell below $2.05 domestic sales were to be made on a 
Class II basis. The decision to increase the price 

of wheat for domestic consumption was not to affect 
the sale in Canada of low grade wheat for feeding 
purposes; the price of feeding grades was to continue 
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to depend on market conditions, The expressed purpose of 
raising the domestic price of wheat in advance of the 
coming into operation of the new wheat agreement was to 
“minimize the increasing of wheat and flour inventories 
in anticipation of the upward revision in price, and to 
facilitate sales of flour for delivery in the new crop 
year", (Canadian Wheat Board. Instructions to Trade 

No. 40; P.C. 1953 - 803, May 18) 


May 19 Hog Cholera Qutbreak.- Hog cholera was reported from 
a farm at Breslau, near Kitchener, Ontario. All hogs 
within a mile radius. of the outbreak were being pro- 
tected with serum and certain sales barns in Ontario, 
from which hogs were dispersed to farms, were quarantined 
for inspection and disinfection. (Department of Agriculture 
press release). 


May 21 Hog Cholera Qutbreak.- A quarantine area was set up 
under the Animal Contagious Diseases Act, halting the 
movement of live hogs out of an area in Ontario covering 
29 counties and the District of Muskoka. The quarantine 
area included all of Ontario south and west of, and 
including, the counties of Northumberland, Peterborough 
and Haliburton, and the District of Muskoka. (Order re 
Hog Cholera, SOR/53 - 211) 


May 26 Cold Storage Act.- The regulations under the Cold 
Storage Act (P.C. 5683, December 10, 1948) were re- 
voked and new regulations substituted. These made al- 
terations in the form of contract between the Department 
of Agriculture and persons constructing cold storage 
facilities. The changes took into account the new terms 
under which loans were granted, as provided in the 1952 
amendment to the act. (P.C. 1953 - 819) 


May 26 Food and Drugs Act.- The Food and Drug Regulations 
under this act were amended to prescribe minimum per- 
centages of insoluble solids for strawberry and rasp- 
berry jam, both pure and with pectin. Citrus fruit 
was deleted from the list of fruit products which must 
not be contained in pectin jams with a named fruit. 

A revised table was included of the maximum quantities 
of poisonous or injurious substances which could legally 
be present in foods. The regulations also prescribed new 
requirements for food preservatives and for shortening. 
(P.C. 1953 - 817) 


May 26 Cheese Price Support.-— The Agricultural Prices Support 
Board was given authority to offer to purchase Canadian 
cheddar cheese produced in Ontario in 1952 and held by 
the Ontario Cheese Producers’ Association Ltd. (about 5% 
million lb). The price prescribed was 30 cents per lb. 


~ [oe 


f.0.b. warehouse for first grade with appropriate differ- 
entials for other grades. (P.C. 1953 - 855) 


May 26 Meat _and Canned Foods Act.- The Processed Fruit and 
Vegetable Regulations under this act were amended to pro- 
vide for volume designations for canned fruits and 
vegetables eliminating the words “Canada” and "Size". A 
declaration formerly reading "Canada 20 Fluid Ozs. Size” 
would read "20 Fluid Ozs."” under the new requirements. 
The words were still to be placed in a circle of the same 
size as specified in the earlier regulations. For frozen 
fruits and vegetables the new declaration was to be in 
the form “ozs. net weight". The amended regulations 

removed all restrictions on private moulds or shapes of 

glass containers for fruit and vegetable products but 

made no change in the volume content requirements. The 

use of SQo pulp in pure strawberry and pure raspberry 

jam was forbidden. Minimum percentages of insoluble solids 

were prescribed for strawberry and raspberry jam, both 

pure and with pectin. Citrus fruit was deleted from the 

list of fruit products which might not be contained in pectin 

jams with a named fruit. (P.C. 1953 - 818) 


June 1 Cheese Price Support.- The Agricultural Prices Support 
Board was given authority to offer to purchase first 
grade Canadian cheddar cheese produced from April to 
September 1953 inclusive, at a price of 30 cents per lb. 
f.o.b. warehouse basis delivery October 31, 1953. All 
purchases were to be subject to terms and conditions 
specified by the board. (P.C. 1953 - 889) 


June 1 Cheese Price Support.- Details of the cheese price 
Support program were announced. The release stated 
that the Ontario Cheese Producers Marketing Board would 
again enter into an agreement under the Agricultural 
Products Co-operative Marketing Act to enable the board 
to finance its marketing and handling operations by way 
of guaranteed loans. (Department of Agriculture press 
release) 


June ll Butter Testing.— Authority was granted to expend a 
sum not exceeding $10,000 to defray the cost of butter 
samples and other expenses related to a butter testing 
project to be conducted by the federal government in 
co-operation with some of the provinces. The purpose 
of the undertaking was to determine whether or not the 
washing out of the protein from butter affected its keep- 
ing quality. The provinces agreed to supply sample 
boxes and prepay samples to a grading centre for ex- 
amination by Science Service and Dairy Produce Graders. 
The expenditure was to be chargeable to Vote 36, Marketing 
of Agricultural Products, Main Estimates, 1953-54. 
(T.B. 452401) 
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International Plant Protection Convention.- The Secretary 
of State for External Affairs was authorized to execute 

an Instrument of Ratification for the International Plant 
Protection Convention. The convention was adopted by 

FAO in December 1951 and signed on behalf of Canada. 

(P.C. 1953 - 918) 


Grant to Newfoundland.- The federal government was given 
authority to make a contribution to the province of New- 
foundland to assist in land clearing and development. 

In the fiscal year 1953-54 the federal grant was to be 
the lesser of $40,000 or 50 per cent of the provincial 
expenditure. It could be used to assist with the costs 
of land clearing, breaking of new land and the construction 
of access lanes, chiefly in the main farming districts, 
of St. Georges and Humber in the west, and the Bonavista 
and Avalon Peninsula areas of the east. The grant was 
made on condition that the province expend for its own 
account on the whole of the agricultural development 
program an amount equal to the 1952-53 expenditure. The 
federal expenditure was to be charged to the Vote, Land 
Protection and Reclamation; Clearing and Settlement of 
New Lands, 1953-54. (P.C. 1953 - 2/903) 


Animal Contagious Diseases Act.- The Ontario Stock Yards, 
Toronto, were added to the list of stock yards and areas 
for the assembling and marketing of cattle exempted from 
the operations of Part X of the Animal Contagious Diseases 
Regulations (concerned with restricted areas for the 
eradication of bovine tuberculosis). (Ministerial Order) 


Dry Skimmed Milk Price Support.- The Agricultural Prices 
Support Board completed the purchase of ten million lb. 


of dry skimmed milk, the maximum quantity authorized for 
price support purposes. (Departmental Highlights) 


Nursery Stock Importations.-— The requirements for nursery 
stock importations were relaxed to permit the through 


routing of nursery stock transported to Canada by 
commercial aircraft maintaining regular international 
schedules. The new procedure would permit despatch to any 
of the customs airports included in the itinerary of the 
flight without the necessity of completing Department of 
Agriculture formalities, as required under the Destructive 
Insect and Pest Act and Regulations, at the first airport 
of arrival in Canada. {Department of National Revenue. 

To Collectors of Customs and Excise). 


U.S. Import Restrictions.— The Canadian Ambassador in 
Washington handed to the U.S. State Department a note 
protesting the continuation of U.S. restrictions on the 
importation of Canadian dairy products. It said that 
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the measures being introduced would involve a continuation 
and, in some respects, an intensification of the restrictions 
applied under Section 104 of the Defense Production Act. It 
expressed the concern of the Canadian Government over a 
further impairment by the United States’ Government of the 
principles upon which trade between the two countries had 
been built. Reference was made to the Presidential 
Proclamation of June 9, which stated that these new con- 
trols were less arbitrary and more in conformity with 
United States" trade and economic policy than their pre- 
decessors. The Canadian Government did not regard the 

new import restrictions as any more in accordance with 

the Trade Agreement between Canada and the United States 
than the former ones. They were proclaimed without ad- 
vance consultation under legislation which was permissive 
rather than mandatory and which had been amended since the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade came into force. 
The Note expressed apprehension at the spread. of agric- 
ultural protectionism and the threat of dumping of agric- 
ultural products into channels of world trade which was 
likely to accompany it. (Department of External Affairs 
press release, July 1) 


July 2 Farm Improvement Loans Act.- Regulations were gazetted 
amending the Farm Improvement Loans Regulations (P.C. 
5731, November 10, 1949 as amended). In a number of 
cases the changes restored conditions which were in effect 
before January 1951 when an order in council (P.C. 375, 
January 24, 1951) was passed tightening the terms of 
loans made under the act. Under the new regulations a 
maximum laan of 75 per cent (instead of 66 2/3 per cent) 
could be granted towards the estimated cost of agric- 
ultural equipment or the installation, alteration or 
improvement of the farm electric system, The maximum 
loan for the construction, repair or alteration of farm 
buildings was raised to 90 per cent of the estimated 
cost of the project (from 80 per cent). The maximum 
terms for loans, except in special cases, were raised to 
$4,000 for ten years from $3,000 for seven years. Loans 
on all agricultural implements were limited to three 
years. On second hand implements the loan was to be 
limited to 60 per cent of the cash price. (P.C. 1953 - 
1009) 


July 2 Grain Prices.— The Canadian Wheat Board Regulations 
for the 1953-54 crop year were gazetted. They es- 
tablished an initial price from August 1, 1953 for No. 1 
northern wheat in store Fort William-—Port . Arthur or 
Vancouver of $1.40 per bushel. The prices set for durum 
wheat were ten cents per bushel higher than those for 
other wheat. The initial price set for No. 2 C.W. oats 
in store Fort William-Port . Arthur was 65 cents per 
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bushel and for No. 3 C.W. 6-row barley, same basis, 96 
cents per bushel. The price of wheat for domestic re- 
quirements was to be the same as that at which the 

board sold wheat under the International Wheat Agreement, 
provided that “the Board may sell to such purchasers for 
domestic requirements in Canada for the purpose of ab- 
sorbing changes in values of inventories resulting from 
fluctuations in the price of wheat during the crop year, 
such amount of wheat as the Board may deem advisable 

at prices and on terms fixed by the Board.” (P.C. 
1953.:=°1045s PeCsn'1953 =°21254 August» 5; 0Pe0., 1953..—, 1255, 
August 5) 


Hog Marketing.-— A new authority was granted the Ontario 
Hog Producers’ Marketing Board under the Agricultural 
Products Marketing Act to regulate the marketing in 
interprovincial and export trade of hogs produced in 
specified counties of Ontario. The new order extended 
additional powers in connection with licensing. 

(P.C. 1953 - 988) 


Bean Marketing.— The Ontario Bean Growers‘ Marketing 
Board was granted a new authority under the Agricultural 
Products Marketing Act to regulate the marketing in 
interprovincial and export trade of white pea-beans 

and yellow-eye beans produced in certain parts of 
Ontario. Additional powers with respect to licensing 
were extended to the board. (P.C. 1953 - 987) 


Fruit Marketing.- The federal government was given 
authority, under the Agricultural Products Co-operative 
Marketing Act, to enter into agreements with B.C. Tree 
Fruits Ltd., Kelowna, B.C., for the marketing of 
apricots, peaches and prunes produced in southeastern 
British Columbia in 1953. The federal guarantees pro- 
vided for an initial price to producers equal to 50 

per cent of the average producers’ price in the last 
three years for apricots and peaches and 35 per cent 

for prunes. (P.C. 1953 - 1066) 


Livestock Compensation.- The Minister of Agriculture 
announced that it was the government's intention to 
amend the law governing the payment of compensation 
to owners of livestock slaughtered for the purpose 
ofdisease contro]. Under existing law the maximum 
which could be paid for hogs was $30 for grades and 
$50 for purebreds. In the case of the hog cholera 
outbreak the full commercial value had been paid for 
light-weight hogs. For heavier hogs the owners had 
received less than the market value because of the 
limits provided by law. It was the intention to 
amend the law so that full market value of each hog 
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at time of slaughter could be paid to the owner. Records 
had been kept in such a way that this could be done, in 

the case of the hog cholera outbreak, after the law 

had been amended. (Department of Agriculture press release) 


Rabies Qutbreak.- The Ministerial order of March 31 re- 
lating to rabies was revoked and a new order substituted. 
The main change was to give practising veterinarians, 

in addition to persons previously authorized, power to 
issue permits to take dogs out of the designated area. 
{Further order relating to the outbreak of rabies) 


Hog Cholera Outbreak.~ An order was issued under the 
Animal Contagious Diseases Act declaring that hog 
cholera was under effective control and revoking the 
order of May 21, 1953, which established a quarantine 
area in south-western Ontario and prohibited the move- 
ment of hogs out of it. All restrictions were lifted 
except those prohibiting the movement of hogs from 
individual premises still under quarantine and the 
movement of hogs into or out of Community Sales Yards 
in Ontario. (Department of Agriculture press release, 
Ministerial order Relating to Hog Cholera). 


Grain Deliveries.-— The Canadian Wheat Board announced 
changes in the delivery quota policy, to become effective 
on August 1, 1953. Durum grades of wheat and flaxseed 
were to be on an open quota basis. Delivery quotas 

were to apply on wheat, other than durum, oats, barley 
and rye. Producers’ deliveries of these grains were 

to be based on a single “specified acreage” figure and 
producers could, apart from necessary exceptions, de- 
liver any of these grains within the limits of the de- 
livery quota provided. The "specified acreage" figure was 
to include the producers’ acreage seeded to wheat, other 
than durums, oats, barley and rye, plus the acreage of 
summerfallow. The initial delivery was three bushels 

per specified acre or a minimum of 500 bushels, which- 
ever was the greater. (Current Review of Agricultural 
Conditions in Canada, September) 


Migratory Birds.- An amendment to the Migratory Bird 
Regulations,under the Migratory Birds Convention Act, 

gave local provincial game officers and members of the 
R.C.M.P. authority to issue permits on areas up to 

two square miles to farmers to kill ducks or other 
migratory birds threatening their crops. Where actual 

or threatened damage was more widespread the new 
regulations gave power to the chief game officer of a 
province to authorize all residents in specified districts 
to use firearms to scare and, if necessary, kill marauding 
birds. Previously permits to kill duck were issued to 
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farmers and persons named by them as assistants but often 
the damage was so widespread that individual permits could 
not be issued quickly enough and a general permit covering 

a wide area was issued from Ottawa. The new regulations 
were designed to deal promptly and effectively with the 
problem. Shooting to protect crops, under these regulations, 
was confined to actual crop area and did not extend to 
stubble or marsh. (Department of Resources and Development 
press release, July 22, P.C. 1953 - 1120, superseded by 

P.C. 1953 - 1206, August 5) 


Food and Drugs Act.- The Food and Drug Regulations were 
amended to alter the definition of milk fat (butter fat). 
The new definition limited the tocopherol content of 
milk fat to not more than 50 micrograms per gram as 
determined by the method employed by the Food and Drug 
Laboratories. The change was to make it possible to 
detect the presence of vegetable oils in dairy products. 
(P.C. 1953 - 1119) 


Apple Marketing.- The Minister of Agriculture was granted 
authority, under the Agricultural Products Co-operative 
Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement with the Co- 
operative Monteregienne of the Town of Rougemont, P.Q., 

in connection with the marketing of apples produced in 

the fruit growing districts of Quebec during 1952 and 
processed and sold in the form of apple juice, apple 
sauce, apple pulp or apple jelly. (P.C. 1953 - 1128) 


U.S. Import Restrictions.-— An official Canadian note 
of protest on possible import restrictions of oats 

and groundfish fillets was handed to the U.S. State 
Department. The note stated that both these commodities 
were of traditional importance in Canadian trade with 
the United States and that a decision to limit the 
imports into the United States of either of these 
products would have serious implications. A copy of 
the brief on oats presented to the Tariff Commission 
on July 8 by the Chief Commissioner of the Canadian 
Wheat Board was attached to the note. (Department 

of External Affairs press release) 


U.S. Embargo in Livestock.-— A temporary embargo, imposed 
by the United States earlier in the month on imports of 
livestock from Alberta, was lifted on July 17 for 

cattle and sheep and on July 21 for hogs. The embargo 
was imposed because of a suspected vesicular con- 

dition in a shipment of hogs. (Department of Agriculture 
press releases, July 17 and 21) 


Hog Cholera Qutbreak.- Hog cholera was confirmed at 
Scarborough, York County , Ontario on the premises of a 
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licensed garbage feeder. The number of hogs destroyed 
was approximately 100, bringing the total number since 
the beginning of the outbreak which died of the disease 
or were destroyed to 2,930. A total of 53 premises in 
15 counties was involved. (Department of Agriculture 
press release) 


Fruit, Vegetables and Honey Act.- The regulations under 
the act were amended, the changes being mainly of a 


minor nature. Certain of the new provisions were:- 
(i) the minimum count for box-packed peaches of 2 
inch diameter was to be the same as for peaches packed 
in other containers; (ii) the size requirements for 
long shaped varieties of potatoes were adjusted; (iii) 
corrections were made to the dimensions of certain fruit 
packages; (iv) a minimum size of two inches was set 
for imported peaches, the same requirement as for 
Canadian peaches; (v) the minimum length was raised 
for the amount of green colour required on stalks of 
imported asparagus, from one-half to two-thirds of 

the stalk length, to be more in line with Canadian 
grade requirements; (vi) standard container require- 
ments . for imports of fruits and vegetables were 
simplified; (vii) authorization was provided to exempt 
from standard container requirements novelty packs of 
honey; (viii) the requirements of specific size of 
lettering of markings on honey packages were deleted; . 
(ix) a new grade of honey was established, called 
“sub-standard” to allow for the sale of good edible 
honey not sufficiently free of foreign material to 
meet the former lowest grade. (SOR/53 - 350) 


International Wheat Agreement.- The new International 
Wheat Agreement came into effect, the former one having 


expired on July 31, 1953. 


Fruit Marketing.- The marketing agreements with B.C. 

Tree Fruits Ltd. were revised and a new order in 

council passed to give effect to the changes. The 
principal purpose of the new agreements was to provide 

for differentials in prices between grades. The overall 
average initial payments were to be approximately the 

same as the initial payments provided in. the original 
agreements. The new order in council revoked the original 
order — P.C. 1953 - 1066 of July 6. (P.C. 1953 - 1250) 


Forage Crop Seeds Marketing.-— The Minister of Agriculture 
was granted authority, under the Agricultural Products 
Co-eperative Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement 
with the Saskatchewan Forage Crop Growers’ Co-operative 
Marketing Association, the selling agency for 16 co- 
operative marketing associations, for the marketing of 
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forage crop seeds produced in Saskatchewan in 1953. 

Under the agreement initial payments to producers were 

to be guaranteed for seeds of alfalfa, crested wheat 
grass, brome grass, timothy, altaswede red clover, alsike, 
sweet clover, western rye, white dutch clover and russian 
wild rye. (P.C. 1953 - 1249) 


Potato Marketing.- The federal government was granted 
authority, under the Agricultural Products Co-operative 
Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement with the P.E.I. 
Potato Marketing Board and the Selling Agent appointed 

by the Board, in connection with the marketing of potatoes 
produced in P.E.I. in 1953. The agreement was to pro- 
vide for separate pools for table stock and for certified 
seed potatoes of specified classes. (P.C. 1953 - 1299) 


Grain Prices.- It was announced that the Canadian 
Wheat Board would distribute $100,000,000 in grain pay- 
ments to western wheat farmers during the next few 
months, beginning October 1. This included $64,000,000 
representing an interim payment of 12 cents a bushel for 
all grades of wheat shipped in 1952-53. Because of a 
heavy carryover the 1952-53 wheat pool would not be 
closed until early in 1954 when a final payment would 
be made to wheat farmers. The per-bushel payment on oats 
and barley could not be established until the final 
accounting was completed. The total amount to be paid 
out would be $36,000,000. (Department of Trade and 
Commerce press release) 


Wheat Price.- The Canadian Wheat Board introduced a 
new method of pricing I.W.A. and Class II Wheat sales 
{other than durum). The new method was designed to 
reduce the risk of loss due to a sharp drop in prices 
by permitting the price to be established at a date 
just prior to arrival at most countries of final des- 
tination. Sales could be made under the following 
arrangements:-— (a) firm price at time of booking; 
(b) deferred price. The former was the system in 
force for some years. The latter was the new method 
enabling the exporter to nominate the day on which he 
wished his wheat to be priced. (Canadian Wheat Board: 
Instructions to Trade: Shippers and Exporters) 


Seed Marketing.— The Minister of Agriculture was given 
authority, under the Agricultural Products Co-operative 
Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement with the 
Alberta Seed Growers’ Co-operative Ltd. of Edmonton 

in connection with the marketing of alsike and brome 
grass seed produced in Alberta in 1953. (P.C. 1953 - 
1407, as amended by P.C. 1953 - 1639, October 28) 
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Wheat Price.- The regulations governing the sale of wheat 
for domestic use were amended to provide that the Canadian 
Wheat Board should sell Amber Durum wheat at prices ten 
cents higher than those at which the board sold this 

wheat under the International Wheat Agreement. (P.C. 

1953 - 1478) 


Destructive Insect and Pest Act.- The regulations under 
this act were amended, the following changes being made:- 
Part II - Because the pest Gypsy Moth had been eliminated 
in Pennsylvania this state was deleted from the list of 
those requiring special certification on imports of 
plants etc. into Canada; Part III - Sault Ste. Marie, 
Ont. was authorized to import directly in order to 
facilitate research at the Laboratory of Forest Biology; 
Part VI - The classes of certified seed potatoes were 
changed to eliminate Foundation A, the new classes 
being Foundation and Certified. New grades and tolerances 
were established for these two classes, to apply to the 
1953 crop. The province of Newfoundland was eliminated 
from the provisions of the section as no certification 
was Carried out there and as potato wart, which did not 
occur elsewhere in Canada, was prevalent. (P.C. 1953 - 
1461). 


Freight Rates.- The Chief Commissioner of the Board of 
Transport Commissioners announced that the board would 
order a five per cent cut in “class” rates in western 
Canada and allow a compensating increase of a maximum 
ten per cent in Ontario and Quebec rates, effective 
November 15. The change was expected to stand until 

a general scale equalizing the "class" rates between 
the different regions went into effect on January 1, 1955. 
This sale was to have been introduced on January l, 
1954, as announced on December 11, 1952, but had been 
deferred for a year. 


Hog Marketing.- The Nova Scotia Marketing Board was 
given power, under the Agricultural Products Marketing 
Act, to regulate the marketing in interprovincial and 
export trade of hogs produced in specified areas of 
the province. (P.C. 1953 - 1530) 


U.K. Cheese Purchase.- The Ontario Cheese Producers’ 
Marketing Board negotiated a sale to the United Kingdom 
Ministry of Food of ten million lb. of cheddar cheese. 
The price to be paid by the United Kingdom was 25% cents 
per lb. f.a.s. for lst grade cheese. The value in 
sterling was about k1,000,000 ($2.75 million). 

(Ministry of Food press release) 


October 22 


October 22 


October 28 


October 30 


November l 


November 4 


- 98 - 


International Wheat Agreement.- The International Wheat 
Council announced that Canada‘s allocation for exports 

of wheat under the agreement would be 163, 230, 880 bushels. 
(International Wheat Council press release) 


Rabies Outbreak.- The quarantine area established because 
of the outbreak of rabies in western Canada was reduced. 

An order issued revoked the order of July 7 and established 
a designated area including the Yukon Territory, the 
District of Mackenzie, N.W.T., British Columbia north of 
the 53rd parallel, except the Queen Charlotte Islands, 

and Alberta north of the 53rd parallel. Areas released 
from quarantine restrictions were Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 
Alberta south of the 53rd parallel and the Queen Charlotte 
Islands. {Ministerial order Relating to Rabies, Department 
of Agriculture press release, October 28) 


Turkey Marketing.- The Minister of Agriculture was granted 
authority under the Agricultural Products Co-operative 
Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement with each of two 
co-operatives in connection with the marketing of turkeys. 
The organizations were La Cooperative de Dorchester of 

the Town of Saint-Anselme and Societe Cooperative Avicole 
Regionale of the Town of Saint-Damase, both in the Province 
of Quebec. The agreements applied to turkeys produced in 
the province in 1953 and delivered to the co-operatives 
between October 5 and December 31, 1953 to be processed 

and sold in the form of dressed turkey. € P.C. 1953 - 
1637, 1953 - 1638) 


Oats Price.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce announced 
that the 1952-53 oats pool had been closed and that the 
surplus for distribution to producers was $10,950,000. 
Producers’ deliveries were 118,968,000 bushels and the 
average final payment would therefore be 9.2 cents per 
bushel. (Department of Trade and Commerce press release, 
P.C. 1953 - 1702, November 4, P.C. 1953 - 1703, November 
4) 


Cheese Marketing.- The Ontario Cheese Producers’ Market- 
ing Board raised the license fee or tol on sales of 
cheese from five cents per 100 lb. to two cents per lb. 

A statement from the Board explained that, in order to 
make an export sale to the United Kingdom of about ten 
million lb. of 1953 produced cheese, there was no al- 
ternative but to change the license fee. A minimum 

price of 30 cents per lb. first grade Ontario cheese 
f.o.b. factory was to remain in effect until further 
notice. 


Grain Deliveries.- The minimum initial delivery quota 
for western wheat (except durum), oats and barley was 
raised to 700 bushels. (Canadian Wheat Board) 
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November 6 Hog Cholera.- A new case of hog cholera was discovered 
on a farm in Essex County, Ontario, on which garbage 
was being fed. The farm was quarantined and the 74 hogs 
involved were destroyed. (Department of Agriculture 
pree release) 


November 10 Apple Marketing.- The Minister of Agriculture was given 
authority, under the Agricultural Products Co-operative 
Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement with La 
Cooperative des Pomiculteurs de Frelighsburg of the 
Town of Frelighsburg, P.Q., in connection with the 
marketing of apples produced in the province in 1953. 
(P.C.. 1953 0—1757) 


November 12 Opening of Parliament.- The first session of the 22nd 
Parliament was opened by the Governor-General. In the 
Speech from the Throne reference was made to the ex- 
tension of the GATT tariff concessions for a further 
period, to record levels of external trade and to the 
fact that the 1953 wheat crop was the second highest 
on record. Legislation was promised to amend the 
Animal Contagious Diseases Act to provide appropriate 
compensation to farmers whose hogs had been destroyed 
because of the cholera outbreak. Other acts to be 
amended included the Customs Act, the Excise Act and 
the Excise Tax Act. (House of Commons Debates, 
pp. 4-5) 


November 12 Joint U.S.-Canada Committee on Trade and Economic Affairs.- 
The conclusion of an agreement to establish a Joint 
U.S.-Canadian Committee on Trade and Economic Affairs 
was announced simultaneously in Ottawa and Washington. 
The Canadian members were to be the Secretary of State 
for External Affairs and the Ministers of Finance, Trade 
and Commerce and Agriculture or Fisheries. The United 
States’ members would be the Secretaries of State, the 
Treasury, Agriculture and Commerce. The activities of 
the Joint Committee were to be part of the effort of 
both countries to promote satisfactory trade relations 
on a multilateral basis throughout the free world. The 
committee was to meet at least once a year alternately 
in Washington and Ottawa to consider broad questions 
affecting the economic relations of the two countries. 
(Department of External Affairs press release) 


November 13 Prairie Grain Legislation.- The Leader of the Opposition 
asked the government if it proposed to introduce leg- 
islation to deal with the "vast accumulation" of grain 
in the prairie provinces, and to make any provision to 
small farmers for grain they were not then able to sell. 
The Prime Minister's reply was, “The government ‘s policies 
in that regard will be announced in due course. I am not 
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at liberty to disclose any legislation about it at this 
moment”, (House of Commons Debates, p. 11) 


Food and Drugs Act.- The Food and Drug Regulations were 
amended to permit the addition to cheese of Class II 
preservative.Sorbic acid was added to the lists of Class 
II and Class III preservatives, to be used in quantities 
not exceeding 1,000 parts per million. Isopropyl citrate 
was added to the list of Class IV preservatives. (P.C. 
1953 - 1781) 


Barley Price.- The 1952-53 barley pool was closed and 
the Canadian Wheat Board began distributing $21,408,000 
to western producers, on 164,887,000 bushels delivered 
to the pool, The average final payment was nearly 13 
cents per bushel. On No. 3 C.W. 6-row barley the pay- 
ment was 13.357 cents per bushel. (P.€. 1953 — 1800, 
1953 - 1801) 


Evaporated Milk Export.- It was announced that $50,000 
worth of evaporated milk was being loaded at Quebec 
City as part of the first shipment under the $500,000 
relief program authorized by the Canadian Government on 
September 9 for the victims of the disastrous earth- 
quakes in the Greek Ionian Islands last August. 
(Department of External Affairs press release) 


Federal-Provincial Agricultural Conference.- The 


annual Federal-Provincial Agricultural Conference met 
in Ottawa. Its sessions lasted two days. 


Pork Imports.- Instructions were issued supplementary 
to the Ministerial order of August 29, 1952, which pro- 
hibited the entry into Canada from the United States of 
swine, uncooked pork and pork products, pork offal and 
garbage because of the United States‘ outbreak of 
vesicular exanthema. The new instructions required pork 
products to be thoroughly cooked at specified temperatures. 
In addition to the regular U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Meat Inspection export certificate, importations of pork 
products, except cooked canned products, were to be 
accompanied by a statement signed by a veterinary officer 
employed by the Bureau of Animal Industry and certifying 
that the products had been heat treated in accordance 
with the specifications. (Health of Animals Division 
Circular 1953-126) 


International Sugar Agreement.- In reply to a question 
the Minister of Trade and Commerce said that Canada had 
not ratified the International Sugar Agreement. Whether 
a recommendation went forward to the government that the 
agreement be ratified depended on conversations taking 
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place in Cuba. (House of Commons Debates, p. 227) 


November 26 U.K. Food Mission.- With the departure for England of 
Sir Andrew Jones the United Kingdom Food Mission in 
Ottawa was closed. It was established in March 1946 
for making arrangements in connection with the food 
agreements between Canada and the United Kingdom. 
With the return of buying to private enterprise 
in the United Kingdom there was no longer need for 
such an office. 


November 30 GATT.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce said that 
GATT had never been ratified by the United States 
Congress and that Canada had been waiting for that 
before taking action. He thought that Canada would 
continue to wait. (House of Commons Debates, p. 452) 


December 3 Grain Delivery.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
announced that grain delivery quotas would be in- 
creased from December 14. The increase provided for 
a second quota of two bushels per specified acre, 
subject to a minimum delivery of 300 bushels. Pro- 
ducers would therefore be able to deliver, in 
addition to their initial quota, the greater of two 
bushels per specified acre or 300 bushels. (House 

of Commons Debates, pp. 573-4) 


December 3 Potato Marketing.- The Minister of Agriculture was 
granted authority, under the Agricultural Products 
Co-operative Marketing Act, to enter into an agree- 
ment with the New Brunswick Potato Marketing Board 
in connection with the marketing of potatoes pro- 
duced in New Brunswick in 1953. (The New Brunswick 
Potato Marketing Board, if it approved the schedule 
of initial payments, was to undertake to have market- 
ing contracts signed with individual producers re- 
presenting at least one-third of the balance of the 
potatoes remaining to be marketed on December 31, 
1953). (P.C. 1953 - 1892) 


December 10 Selkirk Wheat.- The Parliamentary Assistant to the 
Minister of Agriculture said that the new wheat 
C.T. 186 had been licensed under the name "Selkirk". 
On the basis of milling and baking tests the Board 
of Grain Commissioners recognized it as equal to 
Marquis wheat and it would therefore be eligible 
for the top grades. The Department of Agriculture 
had approximately 130,000 bushels for sale at $4.50 
to $5.00 per bushel, depending on grade and eligibility 
for registration. It was intended that sales of seed 
would be made only to farmers living east of the third 
meridian in Saskatchewan and in Alberta. (House of 
Commons Debates, p. 768) 
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Egg Price Support.- The Agricultural Prices Support 
Board offered to purchase during an appropriate 
period in 1954 such grades of eggs in such form as 
the board might specify at a price equivalent to 

38 cents per dozen for Grade A Large eggs, plus a 
maximum allowance of five cents per dozen to cover 
storage charges. (P.C. 1953 - 1924) 


U.S. Wheat Export Subsidy.- The House of Commons, 
on a motion from the leader of the C.C.F. party, 


debated the U.S. subsidy on wheat exports. The C.C.F. 
leader proposed an immediate meeting of the Canada- 
United States joint economic and trade committee, 

The motion was withdrawn when the Minister said the 
meeting proposed was under discussion and would 

be held within two months. (House of Commons 

Debates, p. 617 et seq.) 


Grain and Flour Mission.- It was announced that a 
grain and flour mission to Japan, Hong Kong, the 
Philippines and Southeast Asia would leave Vancouver 
on January 6, 1954, for Tokyo. The mission would 
consist of William Riddell, Commissioner of the 
Canadian Wheat Board; Dr. J.A. Anderson, Chief Chemist 
of the Board of Grain Commissioners; and G.N. Vogel, 
Chief of the Grain Division, Department of Trade and 
Commerce. The mission was to make a special effort 
to review the individual requirements of each market. 
Information gathered would assist exporters in pro- 
viding grain and flour to meet the demands and tastes 
of consumers in the countries concerned. (Department 
of Trade and Commerce press release) 


Qats Exports.- Details were released of an agreement 
made between the United States and Canadian Governments 
to limit Canadian exports of oats to the United States. 
The Minister of Trade and Commerce made public the 
exchange of correspondence between the two governments 
which would limit to 23 million bushels exports of oats 
in the period December 10, 1953 to September 30, 1954. 
The Minister said the limitation was not desirable but 
had been undertaken by Canada as the lesser of evils. 
It should not cause significant concern to producers 

of oats during the short period it was in effect. 
Canada would reconsider the decision if substantial 
quantities were imported into the United States from 
other countries during the period in question. 

{House of Commons Debates, pp. 861-2) 


U.K. Barley Imports.-— The British Chancellor of the 
Exchequer rejected a request that Britain limit im- 
ports of Canadian barley. The request was made 
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on the grounds that Britain had already spent more than 
$13,000,000 this year on Canadian barley and that there 
were surplusesof barley in non-dollar countries. In 
refusing the request the Chancellor said:- “It is the 
government's policy that barley and all types of grain 
for consumption in the United Kingdom may be imported 
freely from any part of the world”. (U.K. Hansard, 
written answers Col. 23) 


Customs Act.- Royal Assent was given to a bill to amend 
the Customs Act by providing a revision in the method of 
determining the fair market value of imported manufactured 
goods in order to deal with a situation where inventories 
might be placed on the market at prices substantially less 
than those previously in effect. The amendment added 
subsection 6 to section 35 and authorized the Minister, 

in cases where he found that prices of manufactured goods 
had fallen to abnormally low levels as a result of the 
advance of the season or the marketing period, to appraise 
the goods concerned for customs purposes on the basis 

of the weighted average price prevailing in the country 

of export in a reasonable preceding period not to exceed 
six months. The amendment became effective at midnight 

on December 7. (House of Commons Debates, p. 1012; 

an act to amend the Customs Act) 


Livestock Imports.- An order was made under the Animal 
Contagious Diseases Act revoking P.C. 1953 - 748 of May 
13, 1953. This order had provided for the importation 
of the backlog of cattle and other livestock which had 
had to be held in Britain because of the prohibition 

of shipments from there. (P.C. 1953-1937) 


Cuban Sugar Agreement.- The British Minister of Food 
said he was informed that the Cuban Government had 
decided not to seek a renewal of the present arrangements 
for the sale of sugar to Canada. (U.K. Hansard, written 
answers col. 128) 


Grain Storage.- The Minister of Transport announced 
that the capacity of the grain storage facilities at 
the National Harbours Board elevators at Churchill, 
Man. would be increased from two-and-a-half to five 
million bushels. The estimated cost of the work, which 
would begin in 1954, was $2 million. With the greater 
elevator capacity it would be possible, without any in- 
crease in grain galleries, loading berths etc. to ship 
a maximum of 20 million bushels through the port. In 
1953 10.8 million bushels were moved. (Department of 
Transport press release) 


Pest Control Products Act.~- The regulations under this 
act were amended by the addition of Schedule D, outlining 
the methods of chemical analysis for pesticide products 
(SOR/53 - 522) 
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This publication is the third in a series recording 
chronologically changes in federal policies affecting agriculture 
and events of importance in connection with such policies. 

In recording the sources of the items certain pro- 
cedures have been followed. The date has been omitted where 
it is the same as that under which the item is listed. The 
initials “P.C." refer to orders in council and "SOR" to 
statutory orders and regulations. As a rule new legislation 
is listed only when it receives Royal Assent or is gazetted. 

An index follows the chronological section of this 


bulletin. It begins on page 32. 


January 5 


January 7 


January 8 


January 28 


A Chronology for 1954 


Beef Sale to U.K.- The Minister of Agriculture 
announced that the Agricultural Prices Support Board 
had been authorized to sell to the British Ministry 
of Food the remaining stocks of frozen carcass beef 
purchased during 1952-53 when the U.S. embargo, due 
to foot-and-mouth disease in Saskatchewan, was in 
effect. The quantity involved in the sale was about 
eight million lb. Total purchases by the Board were 
83 million lb. About 70 million lb. were shipped to 
Britain in 1952 and 1953 under the New Zealand ex- 
Change arrangement. From June 1953 part of the re- 
maining stocks was used for domestic distribution 
and to furnish military supply depots. (Department 
of Agriculture press release). 


Seed Grains.- The Canadian Wheat Board announced 
arrangements which could be used by producers for 
acquiring registered or certified seed wheat, oats, 
or barley for seeding purposes. From January 7 to 
June 1 a producer wishing to purchase up to 100 
bushels of such wheat and/or oats and/or barley 
through Crop Improvement Associations or the Crop 
Testing Plan, to be used for seeding purposes on 
his farm, could deliver and sell to an elevator 
company on board account, in payment or part pay- 
ment for such seed, a quantity of commercial grain 
not exceeding 200 bushels of the same kind of grain 
in excess of present or future delivery quotas in 
effect at the delivery point designated in the 
producer’s permit book. The proceeds from the 
commercial grain delivered were not to exceed the 
cost of the seed grain purchased. (Wheat Review, 
January, 1954, p. 6). 


Canned Pork.- The Agricultural Prices Support 

Board called for further export offers for canned 
pork, such tenders to be received by the board by 
January 25, 1954. If satisfactory offers were 
received the sale of the bulk of the remaining stock 
might be made, keeping only small quantities for 
sale in the domestic market for a limited period. 
Stocks on January 2, 1954 were 19 million lb. 

(APSB memorandum to members of the distributive 
trade). 


Food and Drug Regulations.~ The cheese section of 
the Food and Drug Regulations was revised in order 


that descriptions of cheese might be more in accord 
with present manufacturing practices and to clarify 


February l 


February 1 


February 2 


February 3 


February 8 
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requirements for different kinds and varieties. The 
most important change was in the definition of skim 
milk cheese. This name would apply to cheese, except 
cottage cheese, containing on the dry basis not more 
than 15 per cent milk fat. Formerly it was defined 
as cheese containing on the dry basis less than 48 
per cent milk fat and made wholly or partly from 

skim milk or milk from which some fat had been 
removed. (P.C. 1954 - 136). 


U.K. Beef Sale.- The sale to the British Ministry of 
Food of eight million lb. of frozen beef was made at 
a price of approximately 15 cents per lb., a price 

in keeping with those paid by Britain for New Zealand 
beef. The average cost of all carcass beef acquired 
by the government during the period of the U.S. foot- 
and—mouth @mbargo was 45 cents per lb. (House of 
Commons Debates, pp. 1633-4). 


Potato Exports.- The United States’ administration 
advised senators that, following investigation and 
discussion with the Canadian government, agreement 
had been reached with the P.E.I. and New Brunswick 
Potato Marketing Boards that they would not export 
potatoes to the United States at a price lower than 
the combined guaranteed advance, under the Agric- 
ultural Products Co-operative Marketing Act, and 
calculated expenses. 


Livestock Reporting.- The Health of Animals Division 
announced that weekly and monthly killing and dressed 
weight reports were to be compiled on a periodic 

basis of 4-4-5 weeks per quarter, rather than by 
calendar months. (Health of Animals Division Circular 
1954-13). 


Fox Fur Marketing.- The Minister of Agriculture was 
given authority, under the Agricultural Products Co- 
operative Marketing Act, to enter into agreements, 

in connection with the marketing of ranch-bred fox 
furs produced in Canada and pelted after November l, 
1953, with George A. Callbeck, Selling Agency for 
Canadian National Silver Fox Breeders’ Association, 
Summerside, P.E.I. and Prince Edward Island Fur Pool, 
Ltd., Summerside, P.E.I. (P.C. 1954-155). 


South Saskatchewan Project.— The Parliamentary 
Assistant to the Minister of Agriculture said that a 


committee of provincial experts under the chairman- 
ship of the Saskatchewan Minister of Agriculture 

was meeting a committee of federal experts under the 

Director of Prairie Farm Rehabilitation, to consider 


February 9 


February 15 


February 16 


February 23 
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possible costs of construction if a dam were built on 
the South Saskatchewan River. The Saskatchewan govern- 
ment had offered to pay $20 million on the cost of the 
dam for power and had agreed with the PFRA estimate 
that its expenditure on irrigation would be at least 
$25 million. The federal government, through the 
Minister of Agriculture, had suggested that it would 

be better to have the actual cost of power written into 
any agreement that might be made and the provincial 
government had agreed. (House of Commons Debates, 

pp. 1852-3). 


B.W.I. Trade Liberalization.- The Minister of Trade 
and Commerce announced that the B.W.I. Trade Liberaliz-— 
ation Plan would be continued in 1954. In addition a 
number of commodities of importance to Canadian trade 
were being added to those on open general license in 
the West Indian colonies. Agricultural items were 
onions, potatoes, cheese, evaporated and condensed 
milk, milk powder, split peas and meats. Animal 

feed were on the list except in British Guiana. 
Several of the commodities transferred to open general 
license were previously traded under token import plan 
vouchers. (House of Commons Debates, p. 1905). 


Freight Rates.- The Board of Transport Commissioners 
handed down a decision on the railways’ request for 

a nine per cent freight rate increase. In refusing 

the boost in rates the board said that the post war 
series of increases had helped to cut down rail traffic. 
The board also rejected a railway sponsored plan for 

a new system of determining freight rate ceilings which 
would have departed widely from the present system by 
which the board used the Canadian Pacific Railway as 
the yardstick for rates and fixed rate ceilings on 

the basis of the current financial requirements of the 
CPR. 


Wheat Prices.- The Canadian Wheat Board introduced a 
new system of wheat pricing designed to make Board 
wheat generally competitive in overseas markets re- 
gardless of the port of shipment. Separate prices 
were to be quoted for Board wheat in store Pacific 
Coast ports, for wheat in store Fort William/Port 
Arthur and for wheat in store Port Churchill. (House 
of Commons Debates, February 18, pp. 2197-8). 


Senate Trade Inquiry.- The Senate agreed to a motion 
that the Standing Committee on Canadian Trade Relations 
be empowered to continue its hearings, begun last 
session, on the most practical steps to implement 
article 2 of the North Atlantic Treaty, whereby the 
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signatory nations agreed to seek to eliminate conflict 
in their economic policies and to encourage economic 
collaboration among themselves. (Senate ¢ffical Report 
of Debates; ps 29a). 


February 23 Transport Control.- The Minister of Transport announced 
the calling of a conference of provincial ministers hav-= 
ing jurisdiction over highways, in view of the Privy 
Council ’s desicion in the case of Winner versus S.M.T. 
(Eastern) Ltd. et al. In its decision, handed down 
on February 22, the Privy Council stated that an inter- 
provincial or international undertaking, within the 
meaning of section 92, head 10¢a) of the British North 
America. Act, was not subject to the provincial law 
relating to public carriers. The Minister said that, 
in the government's view, it would not be in the public 
interest to have a divided legislation, with provincial 
boards controlling the traffic within provinces and a 
federal board controlling the traffic moving between 
provinces or between a province and the United States. 
(House of Commons Debates, p. 2345). 


February 25 Whem Prices.— The Minister of Trade and Commerce announced 
the. closing of the 1952-53 wheat pool, effective January 
30, 1954. A final payment would be made to producers, 
varying with grade. For No. 1 Northern it was to be 
9.653 cents per bushel, making a net price to producers, 
before deduction of the P.F.A.A. levy, of $1.81871 per 
bushel in store Fort William/Port Arthur or Vancouver. 
Total receipts to the pool were 638 million bushels. On 
January 30, 1954, remaining stocks were 148 million 
bushels against which the board had priced open sales 
contracts of 21 million bushels. (House of Commons 
Debates, pp. 2423-4. P.C. 1954-293, March 4. P.C. 
1954-294, March 4). 


March 2 Freight Rates.- The Board of Transport Commissioners 
. ordered a new basic freight rate scale, to become 

effective March 1, 1955. The scale would aim at 
levelling off costs of rail hauls in different parts 
of Canada. The main effect of the adjustments would 
be that freight rate levels in Western Canada, which 
had been comparatively high, would be lowered and 
those in Eastern Canada raised. There would be no 
Change in rates in the Atlantic provinces, where 
levels were laid down under the Maritime Freight 
Rates Act of 1927. 


March 4 Animal Contagious Diseases Act.- Royal Assent was 
given to legislation amending the Animal Contagious 
Diseases Act to remove the limits on the compensation 
payable in respect of sheep and swine and to provide 
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for payment of compensation on the basis of market value. 
(House of Commons Debates, p. 2679. An act to amend the 
Animal Contagious Diseases Act): 


March 4 Potato Marketing.— The New Brunswick potato marketing 
agreement, made under the Agricultural Products Co-operative 
Marketing Act and authorized by P.C. 1953-1892 of December 
3, 1953, was amended to permit the sale of potatoes to 
starch factories in New Brunswick, to be manufactured 
into starch. The order specified initial payments and 
maximum handling charges on such potatoes and reduced 
by five cents per bushel the initial payment on seed 
and table stock, effective April 1, 1954. (P.C. 1954-325). 


March 4 Seeds Act.- Regulations under the Seeds Act were amended 
to redefine the amount of ergot permitted in certain 
grains (SOR/54 - 67). 


March 8 Tobacco Industry Grant.- It was stated that, following 
a suggestion of the Minister of National Health and 
Welfare, the Canadian tobacco industry had made a don- 
ation of $100,000 to the National Cancer Institute for 
research into cancer of the lung, with special reference 
to the effect of tobacco and its products. The fund was 
to be administered at the discretion of the board of 
directors of the institute. (House of Commons Debates, 
ps (2750). 


March 9 Cheese Imports.- A Made in Canada ruling gave three 
weeks’ notice of the transfer of all cheese which was 
formerly ruled as a class or kind not made in Canada to 
the category of a class or kind made in Canada. This 
made it possible under section six of the Customs 
Tariff to impose a dump duty on any kind of cheese where 
the selling price was less than the fair market value or 
value for duty as determined under the provisions of the 
Customs Act. The ruling affected certain special cheeses, 

“including Swiss. (SOR/54 - 77). 


March 16 Joint United States - Canadian Committee on Trade and 
Economic Affairs.- Following their meeting in Washington, 
United States and Canadian ministers issued a communique 
which referred to the problem of large agricultural sur- 
pluses. It was agreed that pressing, but temporary, 
economic problems should not be solved by expedients 
which would make future advance more difficult. If 
surpluses were disposed of without regard to the impact 
on normal trade, great damage might be done, not only 
to Canadian and United States’ commerce, but also to 
the world economy. The ministers reaffirmed the 
principle of consultation, in disposing of surpluses 
abroad, with interested countries and agreed that such 
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disposal should not interfere with normal commercial 
marketings. Any extraordinary measures which might 
be used to reduce surpluses should result in greater 
consumption and augment, not displace, normal 
quantities of agricultural products in world trade. 
(Department of External Affairs, press release, March 


La: 
March 18 National Housing Act, 1954.- The National Housing 


Act, 1954, received Royal Assent. The legislation 
became effective on March 22, following its proclamation 
on March 19. It authorized the Central Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation to insure approved lenders on loans 
made to assist in financing new residential construction. 
A loan to assist in the construction of a house on a 
farm would be insurable if it did not exceed the aggregate 
of the lesser of $10,000 or two-thirds of the appraised 
value of the farm (including the value of land plus the 
increase in value from existing building and the con- 
struction of the house) and the amount of the insurance 
fee on the loan. The insurance fee would be two per 
cent of the amount of an installment loan to a home 
owner. The term of the loan would be 25-30 years or 
less than 25 years if requested or permitted by the 
regulations. Regulations established under the act 
fixed the maximum rate of interest for insured mortgage 
loans at 5% per cent. (House of Commons Debates, 
March 18, p. 3127, March 19, p. 3145. An act to Promote 
the Construction of New Houses, the Repair and Modern- 
ization of Existing Houses, and the Improvement of Hous- 
ing and Living Conditions). 


March 19 Freight Rates.- A Supreme Court. judge refused the 
Canadian Pacific Railway permission to appeal the 
Board of Transport Commissioners freight rate decision 
of February 15. He ruled that the board had exercised 
its discretion properly in the judgment, by which it 
declined the railway’s request for a new method of 
determining freight rates and for an immediate boost 
in rates. 


March 19 Wheat Agreement with Japan.- The Minister of Trade and 
Commerce said that the United States had consulted 
Canada some weeks ago on U.S. gifts of wheat and 
barley to Japan under Section 550 of the Mutual Security 
Act. At that time there were objections as Canada was 
negotiating with Japan. A commitment by Japan for 
wheat from Canada had been reached and objections to 
the U.S. proposal removed. (House of Commons Debates, 
p. 3148). 


March 26 Farm Implement Conference.- The Minister of Labour said 
that a conference had been arranged for March 30 under 


March 30 


March 31 


March 31 


March 31 
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the sponsorship of the National Advisory Council on 
Manpower, to discuss problems facing the farm implement 
industry. At the meeting were to be representatives 

of organized labor:: employed in the farm implement 
industry, of management in the industry, of organized 
agriculture and of the government departments concerned 
(Trade and Commerce, Agriculture and Labour). (House 
of Commons Debates, pp. 3363-4). 


International Sugar Agreement.- The Secretary of State 
for External Affairs informed the House of Commons that 


it was the government's intention to participate in the 
International Sugar Agreement. ‘The agreement was to 
be discussed when the estimates of the Department of 
Trade and Commerce were before the House. (House of 
Commons Debates, p. 3469). 


Canada-Japan Trade Agreement.- An Agreement on Commerce 
between Canada and Japan was signed in Ottawa. It was 


subject to ratification by the parliaments of the two 
countries. Each country was to grant the other uncon- 
ditional most-favored-nation treatment. In an exchange 
of notes accompanying the agreement, Canada reserved the 
right to establish special values for duty on any imports 
entering Canada in such increased quantities and under 
such conditions as to cause or threaten serious injury 
to domestic producers of like or directly competitive 
products. Japan agreed to accord unconditional non- 
discriminatory import treatment on nine commodities, sub- 
ject to exceptions agreed upon between the two govern- 
ments. The agricultural commodities included were 

wheat, barley, flaxseed and milk products. (Addendum 

to Votes and Proceedings of the House of Commons). 


Export and Import Permits Act.- Royal Assent was given 
to legislation to revise and consolidate the Export and 


Import Permits Act and to extend the life of the existing 
controls to July 31, 1957. (House of Commons Debates, 

p. 3547. An act respecting the Export and Import of 
Strategic and Other Goods). 


Farm Labor.- The farm labor program, for the movement 
of farm workers between provinces and for the recruit- 
ment, movement and placement of other workers in em- 
ployment in agriculture and related industries, was to 
be continued in the fiscalyear 1954-55. In 1953-54 the 
Minister of Labour entered into agreements with all pro- 
vinces except Newfoundland. Authority was granted for 
federal payments to the provinces in 1954-55, not to 
exceed the provincial contribution in each case and 
subject to a maximum for Canada of $325,000. (P.C. 
1954 - 20/454). 
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Destructive Pest and Insect Regulations.- The regulations 
prohibiting the export to the rest of Canada from New- 


foundland of soil, plants with soil and second hand bags, 
imposed because of the prevalence of potato wart in that 
province, were amended to permit the return, under special 
certification, of second hand containers received by a 
manufacturer in Newfoundland from an area outside New- 
foundland. (P.C. 1954-455). 


U.S. Rye Import Restrictions.- Replying to questions on 
the U.S. restrictions, which would limit imports te the 


United States of rye, rye flour and rye meal from all 
sources to 31 million lb. (equivalent to about 550,000 
bushels of rye) from April 1 to June 30, 1954 and to 186 
million lb. Cabout 3.3 million bushels) from July 1, 1954 
to June 30, 1955, the Minister of Trade and Commerce said 
that technically the quota would probably constitute a 
breach of GATT but that the matter did not seem of 
sufficient importance to call on the machinery of that 
Organization. He pointed out that the quota would not 

be applied indefinitely, as the Tariff Commission had re- 
commended, but for the balance of this crop year and 

all of the next. It would then expire and a new hear- 
ing would be required before any further quota was 
applied. (House of Commons Debates, pp. 3553-4). 


Cheese Marketing.- The Ontaric Cheese Producers’ 
Marketing Board was granted a further extension of 
powers, in interprovincial and export trade, with 
respect to licensing. The order, made under the 
Agricultural Products Marketing Act, revoked P.G. 4604 
of December 10, 1952. (P.C. 1954-470). 


Budget.- Items of agricultural interest in the Budget 
were (i) farmers’ mutual fire insurance companies would 
be affected by the proposed change in the Income Tax 

Act which would re-establish past policy with respect 

to the tax status of fire and casualty mutual insurance 
companies, by treating the surplus arising from in- 
surance operations, from January 1. 1954, as a profit 
from business (exemption from income tax on such sur- 
pluses was allowed as a result of a Supreme Court 
decision of April 16, 1953); (ii) in the Customs Tariff 
the duty on impregnated jute fabric was reduced from 

12% per cent ad valorem (B.P.), 22% per cent (M.F.N.) 
and 30 per cent (General) to Free, five per cent and 15 
per cent; hitches and couplings and plough bolts for 
farm purposes were to be admitted duty free;(iii) excise 
tax was reduced from 15 to ten per cent on soft drinks 
and candy; the tax on malt used in making beer was re- 
placed by a gallonage tax, to introduce a more modern 
method of taxation without making a substantial alteration 
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in the level of taxation. {House of Commons Debates, 
p-,,otee set seq.).. 


April 8 Canned Fruit Salad.-— The Tariff Board heard an appeal 
by several importers on the action of the Department of 
National Revenue, from January 30, 1953, in classifying 
canned fruit salad as canned peaches for tariff purposes. 
The board reserved its decision. The brand names of the 
goods concerned were Del Monte, All Good and Dainty-Mix. 
(Tariff Board press release, March 1). 


April 8 Potato Tariff.- The Minister of National Revenue, in 
answer to a request that the present date of application 
of seasonal rate of duty on potatoes be advanced from 
June 15 to June 1, said that the date could not be altered 
as it was statutory. .It was bound under GAIT and could 
be changed only by international agreement and sub- 
sequent amendment to the statute. (House of Commons 
Debates, p. 3886). 


April 9 Prairie Farm Assistance Act.- The Minister of Agriculture 
stated that it was not desirable to amend the Prairie 
Farm Assistance Act, as requested by the province of 
Manitoba. The request from Manitoba was for an amend- 
ment to the act so that payments could be made on crop 
losses due to excessive moisture. The Minister said 
that the effect of such an amendment would be that 
greatly increased payments would have to be made, not 
only in Manitoba, but right through to the Rocky Mountains. 
He had written to the province explaining why it was not 
desirable to amend the legislation. (House of Commons 
Debates, p. 3934). 


April 12 Rabies Outbreak.- The rabies quarantine was lifted in 
the Yukon Territory as the disease was effectively 
under control there. (Ministerial order relating to 
Rabies). 


April 14 International Sugar Agreement.- An order in council was 
passed approving Canada’s accession to the International 


Sugar Agreement, which came into force on June 29, 1954. 
(P.C. 1954-571). 


April 26 Trade Mission to Portugal and Spain.- A trade delegation, 
headed by the Deputy Minister of Trade and Commerce, left 


for Portugal and Spain to carry on trade negotiations 
with those countries. (Department of External Affairs 
press release) . 


April 26 Transport Control.- A federal-provincial conference on 
the control and regulation of interprovincial and 
international highway transport met in Ottawa. The federal 
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government and the governments of all provinces except 
Newfoundland were represented. There was no representative 
from Newfoundland as the government of that province 

was not interested in the problem. The methods of giving 
the provinces jurisdiction over interprovincial and 
international highway transport were discussed. A draft 
bill restoring to the provinces the system of control 

that they had before the Winner case (decision announced 
February 22, 1954) was presented and revised. It provided 
that the federal government would legislate to give the 
provinces power to control and regulate the transportation 
of passengers and goods by motor vehicle between a pro- 
vince and a point outside the province in the same manner 
as control was exercised within the province under pro- 
vincial law. It formed the basis of subsequent law. 
(House of Commons Debates, June 14, pp. 5937-8). 


Barley Sale to USSR.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
said the Russian government had asked the Canadian 
government to arrange a trade quotation on 50,000 tons 

of barley. Quotations had heen submitted but no purchases 
had yet been made. (House of Commons Debates, p. 4197). 


Fruit Cocktail Tariff.~ The Tariff Board handed down 

its decision in the appeal by an importer against the 
decision of the Deputy Minister of National Revenue to 
classify certain brands of canned fruit cocktail under 
tariff item 106(a) (canned peaches) and tariff item 105{g) 
"Fruits and peel, crystallized, glace, candied or drained; 
cherries and other fruits of creme de menthe, maraschino 
or other flavor". The board decided that the four pro- 
ducts at issue were properly classifiable for duty pur- 
poses under tariff item 1064d) (canned fruits, n.o.p.). 

The effect of the decision was to reduce the MFN duties 

on canned fruit cocktail from 2) cents per lb. or 25 

per cent ad valorem to one cent per lb. but the reduction 
was withheld pending an appeal by producers and processors. 
The one cent duty was in effect before a ruling made by 

the Department of National Revenue on January 30, 1953. 

In the House of Commons the Minister of National Revenue, 
said that no consideration would be given to the question 
of refund of excess duties paid during the period of the 
higher rate of duty until the matter was finally de- 
termined. Decisions of the Tariff Board could be the 
subject of an appeal to the Exchequer Court on any 
question of law, within 30 days of the date of the decision. 
{Tariff Board press release; House of Commons Debates, 
April 30, p. 4277). 


Emergency Powers Act.- The Prime Minister announced that 
the government would not at the present session ask 
Parliament to extend the Emergency Powers Act. (House of 
Commons Debates, p. 4229). 
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May 3 Butter Price.- The Agricultural Prices Support Board, 
in order to continue selling its stocks of 1953 butter, 
reduced the selling price to 55% cents per lb. in solids 
in carlots, in Ontario, Quebec, the Maritimes and British 
Columbia. The support price of butter remained at 58 
cents per lb., First Grade creamery butter basis Montreal. 
(House of Commons Debates, May 5, p. 4423). 


May 6 Cheese Marketing.- The Minister of Agriculture was given 
authority, under the Agricultural Products Co-cperative 
Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement with the Ontario 
Cheese Producers’ Marketing Association in connection with 
the marketing of Ontario cheddar cheese produced in 1954. 
The agreement was similar to those entered into in pre- 
vious years and provided for a guaranteed initial advance 
of 80 per cent of the average selling price in the last 
three years. For lst grade cheddar cheese this amounted 
to 24 cents per lb. f.o.b. cheese factory, plus an allow- 
ance for handling charges. (P.C. 1954-694). 


May 12 Wool Fabric Inguiry.- The Minister of Finance sent a 
letter to the Tariff Board directing it to make a study 
of the operation of the British Preferential Tariff on 
tariff item 554(b) “woven fabrics composed wholly or 
in part of yarns of wool or hair, n.o.p.". The request 
was made following numerous representations from the 
woollen industry in Canada that the 50 cent maximum duty 
prescribed had become anomalous and unrealistic and that, 
as a consequence, the industry was suffering serious in- 
jury. The item was bound under GATT and the enquiry was 
to enable the assembling of relevant material in pre= 
paration for the coming GATT renegotiations. (Tariff 
Board, May 18). 


May 19 Grain Shipping Rates.- A new contract lowering rates 
on all grain shipments was completed by the Canadian 
Wheat Board and Great Lakes shipping operators. The 
rate on wheat shipped from the Lakehead to Montreal 
was 14 cents per bushel, compared with 16 cents in 
1953. Charges on wheat from the Lakehead to Georgian 
Bay ports were 4% cents compared with 5 cents in 1953. 
(The Wheat Review, May, p. 35). 


May 25 Freight Rates Inguiry.- The Prime Minister announced 
the appointment of the Hon. W.F.A. Turgeon, as a 
commissioner under the Inquiries Act, to inquire into 
the application and effects of agreed charges made by 
the railways under Fart 4 of the Transport Act. In 
explaining the purposes of the inquiry the Prime Minister 
said that in 1951, to implement one of the recommendations 
of the Royal Commission on Transportation, the Railways 
Act was amended to provide that where competitive trans- 
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continental tariffs were established by the railways, 
freight rates on the same goods shipped to or from 
intermediate points should not exceed by more than 
one-third the rates in such competitive transcontinental 
tariffs. The Alberta government had made representations 
to the federal government that this so-called one and 
one-third rule in the Railways Act should be extended 

by parliament to apply to agreed charges made by the 
railways with the authorization of the Board of Trans- 
port Commissioners under Part 4 of the Transport Act. 
The government had come to the conclitision that this 
proposal required detailed study. {House of Commons 
Debates, p. 5053). 


Spanish Trade Agreement.- A Spanish-Canadian Trade 
Agreement was signed in Madrid, to come into force 
provisionally on July 1. It was the first direct 

trade pact between the two governments. It provided 
for the exchange of most favored nation treatment in 
customs duties and related matters. Both countries 
undertook not to impose discriminatory import or ex- 
change restrictions except for balance of payments 
reasons and such restrictions were not to discriminate 
between dollar countries. The Spanish government was 
to make available import licenses and dollar exchange 
for the importation from dollar countries of a specified 
quantity of dry salted codfish. Canada was to admit 
olives duty free, instead of at 17% per cent ad valorem, 
to reduce the duty on edible oil from 74 per cent to 
five per cent ad valorem and to eliminate the one cent 
per lb. duty on almonds. Canada was also to make a 
small reduction in the duty on paprika. (House of 
Commons Debates, pp. 5098-9; P.C. 1954-935, June 24, 
extending MFN treatment). 


Department of Transport Act.- Royal Assent was given 
to a bill to amend the Department of Transport Act 


to provide for a continuation of controls over the 
movement of goods in bulk by rail or ship, formerly 
exercised by order in council under the Emergency 
Powers Act. The new legislation provided a two year 
extension of controls. The bulk commodities listed 

in the amendment included grains and grain products 
moving to meet export requirements. (House of Commons 
Debates, p. 5174; an act to amend the Department of 
Transport Act). 


Canned Fruit Salad.- The Exchequer Court upheld the 
decision of the Tariff Board that imported mixed 

fruits or fruit cocktail in cans could not be classified 
for tariff purposes as canned peaches or as preserves. 
The Canadian Horticultural Council, supported by the 
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Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers' Association, the 
Ontario Peach Marketing Board, B.C. Tree Fruits Ltd. 
and the Canadian Food Processors Association had asked 
leave to appeal the decision. 


Portuguese Trade Agreement.- A Portuguese-Canadian 
Trade Agreement was signed in Lisbon, to. come into 
force provisionally on July 1. It was the first 
direct trade pact between the two governments. It 
provided for the exchange of most favored nation treat- 
ment in customs duties and related matters. Both 
countries undertook not to impose discriminatory im- 
port or exchange restrictions except for balance of 
payments reasons. Any such restrictions were not to 
discriminate between dollar countries. The Portuguese 
government was to make available import licenses for 
the importation from dollar countries of a specified 
quantity of dry salted codfish. Canada was to admit 
almonds duty free instead of at one cent per lb., 
corks over % inch» in diameter at two cents instead 
of 4% cents per lb. and smaller corks at two cents 
instead of eight cents per lb. (House of Commons 
Debates, p. 5183; P.C. 1954-934, June 24, extending 
MFN treatment) . 


Canned Pork.-— It was stated that the government had 
accepted the tender of Canada Packers Ltd., dated 
January 25, 1954, for the sale of 8,837,222 lb. of 
government owned canned pork. The price was 16.65 
cents per lb. f.a.s. eastern Canadian shipping point. _ 
and the tender was accepted on condition that sales ~ 
by the buyer were made outside the North American con- 
tinent. Later the Minister of Trade and Commerce said 
that the transaction was between private trade and 

the Russian government. An area permit was given as meat 
was not on the strategic list of commodities. (House 
of Commons Debates, May 31, p. 5240; June 2, p. 5372). 


Export and Import Permits Act.- This act was pro- 
claimed in force (SOR/54 - 181 May 13). 


Department of Transport Act.- Regulations issued under 
the amendment to the Department of Transport Act pro- 


vided for the appointment of a Transport Controller and 
one or more Deputy Transport Controllers. They gave the 
Transport Controller and his deputies wide powers over 
the movement of goods in bulk and the utilization of 
bulk transport facilities and prescribed penalties for 
those failing to obey orders relating to bulk transport. 
(P.C. 1954-807) . 
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Tariff on Turkeys.-— The Minister of Finance made a 
statement on the tariff on turkeys, a question raised 

by British Columbia turkey producers who asked that the 
tariff be increased against United States’ imports. 

The Minister said that during the last Christmas season, 
when imports of dressed turkeys from the United States 
were heavy, the 12% per cent MFN tariff resulted in a 
duty of about 6% cents per lb. The corresponding United 


States’ duty was ten cents per ib. on dressed turkeys 


and two cents per lb. on live turkeys. The Canadian 
tariff on live turkeys was approximately five cents per 
lb.; more than twice the corresponding United States’ 
tariff. To meet the request of turkey breeders to with- 
draw the concession under tariff item 9, by which the 
rate was lowered from 17% per cent (reduced to 15 per 
cent under the 1938 Canada-U.S. trade agreement} to 12% 
per cent under GATT, might result in a demand by United 
States’ turkey producers for an increase in their tariff 
on live turkeys. The representations received would 

be considered thoroughly when all tariff concessions were 
studied before the review session of GAIT. (House. of 
Commons Debates, p. 5369). 


Japanese Trade Agreement.- The Japanese Trade Agree- 

ment came into effect, following ratification by both 
Housesof Parliament. (House of Commons Debates, May 

12, p. 4671; Senate Offical Report of Debates, May 

25, p. 501; P.C. 1954-850, June 8,extending MFN treatment). 


Wheat Prices.- The Canadian Wheat Board announced a 10-1/8 
cent per bushel reduction in the price of the three top 
grades of wheat (excluding durum), with reductions in 

the prices of other grades. The reduction was made on 
wheat for domestic, IWA and Class II sales. It brought 

the price for No. 1 Northern wheat to $1.72! per bushel 

at the Lakehead and was made following an increase in 

the U.S. export subsidy of ten cents per bushel. 


International Sugar Agreement.- The Minister of Trade 
and Commerce said that the principal trading countries 
were very anxious that Canada sign the International 
Sugar Agreement. He added, "Before we did so we got 

an agreement from Cuba in the most explicit terms that 
the favorable trading conditions that we enjoyed in 

Cuba as the result of our purchase of Cuban sugar for 

a three-year period would carry on without that purchase, 
provided Canada would sign the sugar agreement". (House 
of Commons Debates, p. 5791). 


U.K. Cheese Imports.- The British Board of Trade 
announced that licenses would be issued for the importation 
of cheese from North America. They would be granted to 
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traders who imported natural cheeses from Canada and 

the United States during the period 1937 to 1938 and 

who paid the overseas supplier direct. Licenses would 

be valid to June 30, 1955. (Board of Trade Journal, 
po 2l2iQ) 


June 14 Butter Price.- The Agricultural Prices Support Board 
withdrew its offer to sell butter to the trade at 
50% cents per lb. 


June 17 GATT Declaration on Japan.- It was announced that, 
following the coming into force on June 7 of the 
Canada-Japan Agreement on Commerce, the Executive 
Secretary of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
was notified that Canada accepted the GATT Declaration 
concerning the application of the General Agreement to 
commercial relations between the Contracting Parties 

and Japan. The Declaration was opened for acceptance 
during the Eighth Session of the Contracting Parties 
in October 1953, as part of the arrangements which 
were adopted for Japan to participate in the General 
Agreement on a provisional basis pending tariff ne- 
gotiations. Commercial relations between Canada and 
Japan were to be governed by the GATT and the Canada- 
Japm Agreement on Commerce. (Department of External 
Affairs press release). 


June 17 Processed Fruit and Vegetable Regulations.- New 
Processed Fruit and Vegetable Regulations were issued 


under the Meat and Canned Foods Act, revoking P.C. 
2491 of June 3, 1948, as amended. In general the 
regulations were a consolidation, incorporating all 
amendments since 1948. Grade names were changed. 
For domestic produce they were to be “Canada Fancy", 
"Canada Choice" and "Canada Standard”. Imports were 
to be labelled “Fancy grade", “Choice grade” and 
"Standard grade”. (P.C. 1954-895). 


June 17 Debts Due to the Crown Act.- New Seed Grain Regulations 
were issued, dealing with ".... the apportionment and 
adjustment of seed grain, fodder and other relief indebt- 
edness ..." in the three prairie provinces. They re- 
voked the former regulations, established under P.C. 
1953-192 of February 13, 1953. ¢P.C. 1954-907). 


June 18 Hog and Cattle Price Support.- The total amount of pork 
canned in 1952 during the foot-and-mouth emergency was 


98,294,076 lb. This was all sold. Total receipts were 
$27,262,757. The loss was $31,911,076. The amount of 
beef received was 94,434,988 lb. which was sold for 

$10,516,511 at a loss of $33,408,941. Sales of canned 
pork in Canada were 60 million 1b. About four million 
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lb. were sold in the United States; the remainder was 
sold in other countries, largely in Europe. This 
was sold mainly to local firms on the understanding 
that they shipped it outside the North American 
continent. Twelve million lb. were sold to Canada 
Cold Storage at 15 cents per lb., nine million 1b. 
to Canada Packers at. 16.65 cents and 13 million lb. 
to a combination of Canada Cold Storage and Canada 
Packers at 15% cents. A quantity of 300,0@1b. was 
sold to Vianda Ltd. of Switzerland at 16 cents per 
lb. Twenty-five million lb. were shipped to West 
Germany and nine million lb. to Czechoslovakia. 
(House of Commons Debates, p. 6259). 


International Trade Inguiry.- The Senate Standing 
Committee on Canadian Trade Relations presented a 


report on its inguiry into the further implementation 

of Article 2 of the North Atlantic Treaty in which 

it stated that there were additional groups who wished 
to be heard and for this reason it had not been possible 
to complete the findings and submit a final report. 

The committee expressed the hope that at the earliest 
possible date during the next session of parliament 

it might be authorized to complete its work by hear- 
ing the remaining witnesses and preparing the final 
report. (Senate Official Report of Debates, p. 716). 


Prorogation of Parliament.- Parliament was prorogued 
after the reading of the Speech from the Throne 


which referred to the government ’s legislative achieve- 
ments during the recent session. (House of Commons 
Debates, pp. 6841-2). 


Customs Tariff.- Among the amendments to the Customs 
Tariff was one to make it clear that when goods 

subject to an ad valorem duty were normally sold in 

the country of export as a package the coverings of 
these goods were dutiable under tariff item 710(c), 

at the same rate as the contents. The amendment took 
the form of an additional clause to item 710¢b), under 
which a low rate was prescribed for containers. (House 
of Commons Debates, p. 6841; An act to amend the Customs 
Taritt). 


Income Tax Act.- Several amendments to the Income Tax 
Act affected agriculture. The section dealing with 

the averaging of income from farming or fishing was 
altered to provide that the total of the losses incurred 
in the five-year averaging period was to be offset 
against income in the same period and if the aggregate 
of losses exceeded the aggregate of incomes the excess 
could be carried forward to apply against subsequent 
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years. Farmers’ mutual insurance fire companies were 
affected by the re-establishment of the policy, with 
respect to the tax status of fire and casualty mutual 
insurance companies, of treating the surplus arising 
from insurance operations as a profit from business. 
This treatment was to date from January 1, 1954. 
Exemption from income tax on such surplus was allowed 
as a result of a Supreme Court decision of April 16, 
1953. (House of Commons Debates, p. 6841; An act to 
amend the Income Tax Act). 


June 26 Motor Vehicle Transport: Act.- Royal Assent was given 
to a bill to enable provincial administrations to 


exercise control within each province over interprov- 
incial and international highway transport undertakings, 
the legislation to come into force in a province by 
proclamation when the province was ready to operate 
under its terms. The measure was made necessary because 
of the judgment of the Privy Council in the Winner case 
(February 22, 1954), which stated that the federal 
parliament had exclusive jurisdiction over interprovincial 
and international transport undertakings. The purpose 

of the legislation was to place the provinces in much 
the same position in such matters as the granting of 
licenses and the fixing of rates as they were before 

the judgment. (House of Commons Debates, p. 6841; 

An act respecting extra-provincial motor vehicle 
transport). 


June 26 Veterans’ Land Act.- The Veterans’ Land Act was 
amended to provide financial and technical assistance 
to veterans for home construction and further financial 
assistance to veterans settled under the act as full- 
time farmers and to veterans who might become qualified 
as part-time farmers or commercial fishermen. The pro- 
visions dealing with farmers and fishermen took the form 
of a new section designated Part III of the Veterans‘ 
Land Act. The additional financial assistance to 
farmers was to be in the form of fully repayable loans 
bearing interest at five per cent. Repayment would be 
amortized over a period not exceeding the remaining 
period of the veteran’s existing contract. The loans 
were designed to assist veterans to bridge the gap 
between the maximum financial assistance now available 
and the cost of acquiring economic farm units and to 
provide credit to veterans already settled as full- 
time farmers for the purchase of additional land, erection 
of buildings, clearing, fencing, draining or effecting 
other improvements. Such assistance could not be obtained 
under the provisions of the Canadian Farm Loan Board Act 
or the Farm Improvement Loans Act as the veteran did not 
have title to the land he farmed. The only exception was 
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that he was eligible under the Farm Improvement Loans 

Act to obtain loans for the purchase of livestock or 

farm implements. The maximum additional loans were 
$3,000 for full-time farmers and $1,400 for part-time 
farmers who might be settled in the future. The veteran 
would be required to contribute an amount equal to one- 
half of the loan, but this could be in the form of an 
equity or increase in value on a property, where the 
veteran had the equity at the time he was settled under 
the VLA or where he had improved the property at no cost 
to the Director. The maximum financial assistance avail- 
able would be $9,000 for a full time farmer, making total 
maximum funds available, including the veteran’s own 
contribution, of $10,500. The maximum funds available 

to part-time farmers or commercial fishermen would be 
$8,100. (House of Commons Debates, p. 6841; An act 

to amend the Veterans" Land Act). 


July 1 Food and Drugs Act.- The amended Food and Drugs Act, 
which received Royal Assent on May 14, 1953, was pro- 
claimed in force. Revised regulations relating to the 
safety, purity and quality, as well as labelling and 
advertising, of foods, drugs, therapeutic devices and 
cosmetics came into effect on the same day. The new 
regulations were designed to clarify interpretation of 
the act, to confer additional powers on food and drug 
authorities responsible for protecting public health 
and to strengthen the provisions for the processing and 
sale of foods and drugs. (SOR/54-293; P.C. 1954-942, 
P.C. 1954-943, June 24; Department of National Health 
and Welfare press release, July 6). 


July 1 Alsike Clover Seed.- The U.S. duty on alsike clover 
seed was increased during the year July 1, 1954 to 
June 30, 1955 from two cents per 1b. on all imports to 
two cents per 1b. on the first 1.5 million |b. and six 
cents per lb. on imports in excess of that quantity. 
The action was taken following an investigation under 
Section (ofthe Trade Agreements Extension Act of 195] 
of complaints of injury to domestic industry resulting 
from concessions granted under a trade agreement. (U.S. 
Tariff Commission press release, June 30). 


July 2 Colombo Plan.~ In an exchange of notes between the Prime 
Minister of Ceylon and the Canadian High Commissioner 
to Ceylon details were agreed for Canadian aid to Ceylon 
in 1954-55 under the Colombo Plan. Slightly more than 
$2 million were to be used to assist the development of 
transport facilities, agriculture, and fisheries. The 
assistance to a fisheries harbor would take the form of 
flour, which would be sold by the Ceylonese government. 
The proceeds of the sale would be used for local expenditure 
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on the project. In 1953-54 the Canadian government 
undertook to contribute towards the cost of equipping 

a school of practical technology in Ceylon. The equip- 
ment was not now required until at least 1955-56. It 
was therefore agreed that $200,000 of the amount set 
aside last year be used in 1954-55 to provide flour to 
be sold in Ceylon for local currency which would be 
applied towards the cost of culverts and other materials 
needed in Ceylon’s rural road building program. 
(Department of External Affairs press release). 


Czechoslovak Trad:Delegation.~ A delegation from 
Czechoslovakia which had recently visited Ottawa to 


discuss trade and financial matters, investigated the 
possibility of importing into Czechoslovakia a wide 

range of non-strategic goods. Agricultural products in 
which the delegation was interested included iard, butter, 
feed grains, wheat, hides and skins. The talks were held 
at the request of the government of Czechoslovakia, which 
had expressed its concern at the special valuation pro- 
cedures which Canadian customs authorities had been apply- 
ing to certain imports from Czechoslovakia. A system 

was worked out with the delegation which, it was hoped, 
would permit satisfactory verification of values of goods 
from Czechoslovakia within the requirements of the 

Canadian customs law. Arrangements made were also expected 
to result in the repayment of capital and interest oustanding, 
amounting to $10.6 million, on the loan extended to 
Czechoslovakia under the Export Credit Agreement of 1945. 
(Department of Trade and Commerce press release). 


Sliced Beef Brisket.- The Department of National Health 
and Welfare advised that a beef product similar in nature 
to side breakfast bacon,which was being sold in the 

United States and to a lesser degree in Canada under the 
name "Beef Brisket Bacon” or some similar name using the 
word “bacon”, was being improperly labelled. The department 
said that, in view of the definition for bacon, which was 
the salted, dried or smoked flesh of a hog, especially 

the side, the use of the term “bacon™ to describe the beef 
product was considered not only improper but also deceptive. 
Meat packers and processors were advised to have labels 
made for the sliced beef product which were not in con- 
travention of the provisions of the Food and Drugs Act. 
(Department of National Health and Welfare, Trade Infor- 
mation Letter). 


Wheat Prices.-— The Minister of Trade and Commerce announced 


that there would be no change in the level of initial prices 
to be paid to western producers for the basic grades of 
wheat, oats and barley delivered to the Canadian Wheat 

Board in the crop year 1954-55. Initial prices approved 
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by the government under authority of the Canadian Wheat 
Board Act were:- wheat, No. 1 Northern basis in store 
Fort William/Port Arthur or Vancouver, $1.40 per bushel; 
oats, No. 2 CW basis in store Fort William/Port Arthur, 
65 cents per bushel; barley, No. 3 CW 6-row basis in 
store Fort William/Port Arthur, 96 cents per bushel. 
(Department of Trade and Commerce press release; P.C. 
1954-1067, July 13; P.C. 1954-2070, December 31; P.C. 
1954-2071, December 31, 1954). 


Grain Trade Groups.— The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
announced that the Canadian Wheat Board, as a grain 

trade promotion measure, was making arrangements to 

bring to Canada trade visitors from a number of grain 
importing countries. Small groups would be brought to make 
first hand studies of the production, grading, milling, 
storage and merchandising of Canadian wheat and other 
grains. The visitors were to include men engaged in 

the technical side of the wheat and flour business as 

well as those actually interested in purchasing and 
merchandising. The first group, from Brazil, arrived 

in Ottawa on July 26 and were to visit also Fort William, 
Winnipeg, Regina, Calgary, Vancouver and Montreal. Other 
teams were to come from Europe, the Far East and Latin 
America. (Department of Trade and Commerce press release). 


Mission to USSR.- At the invitation of the Soviet’ govern- 
ment four officials of the Canadian Department of Agric- 
ulture left to visit the All-Union Agricultural Exhibition, 
which opened in Moscow on August 1. The members of the 
delegation were Mr. S.J. Chagnon, Vice Chairman of the 
Agricultural Prices Support Board; Dr. 0-Hall, Assistant 
Veterinary Director General; Dr. W.F. Hanna, Chief, 

Botany and Plant Pathology Division; and Dr. E.S. Hopkins, 
Director, Experimental Farms Service. (Department of 
Agriculture press release). 


Egg Marking Regulations.- The regulations under the 
Live Stock and Live Stock Products Act for the grading, 


packing and marking of eggs were amended to make changes 
in the clauses dealing with the markings on cartons to 
contain one dozen eggs. For cartons which could be split 
in halves the amendment permitted printing of the grade 
name on top for one half section and on the side for the 
other half. This was to allow some space on top of the 
cartons for trade names. The side marking would show to 
advantage when the cartons were stacked for display. 
Under the new regulations grade markings ~ on cartons for 
export were made optional, instead of obligatory. The 
Canadian Standard grade name was still to appear on the 
case in which the cartons were packed. (P.C. 1954-1137). 
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July 28 Fruit Marketing.- The Minister of Agriculture was 
granted authority, under the Agricultural Products 
Co-operative Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement 
with B.C. Tree Fruits Ltd. of Kelowna, B.C., in connection 
with the marketing of apricots, peaches and prunes pro- 
duced in 1954 in southeastern British Columbia. (P.C. 
1954-1163) . 


July 30 Apple Marketing.- The Minister of Agriculture was 
granted authority, under the Agricultural Products Co- 
Operative Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement 
with Cooperative Monteregienne of the Town of Rougemont, 
P.Q.,. for apples produced in the fruit growing districts 
of the province during 1954 which were processed and sold 
in the form of apple juice, apple sauce, apple pulp or 
apple jelly. (P.C. 1954 - 1162). 


August 1 Grain Quotas.-— A temporary delivery quota of 1,000 
bushels of oats or barley or a combination of these 
came into effect. Such deliveries were to be in addition 
to any quota subsequently authorized. The deliveries of 
durum wheat and flaxseed were not to be subject to quota 
control in 1954-55. (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions 
to Trade, July 29). 


August 2 Veterans’ Land Act.- The amendment to the Veterans’ 
Land Act, which received Royal Assent on June 26, was 
pro¢laimed in force. (SOR/54-345, July 22). 


August ll Pre-Packaged Meats.-— It was announced that, from December 
1,1954, all individual packages of meat or meat products 
prepared in packing establishments and packaged in im- 
pervious plastic film containers or wrappers were to 
bear the warning statement "Ki#P REFRIGERATED" or “KEEP 
UNDER REFRIGERATION". The requirement was introduced 
because the use of this packaging had given rise to a 
belief, in many instance, that the products were non- 
perishable and did not require refrigeration in retail 
channels and in the home. (Health of Animals Division, 
Circular 1954 - 61). 


August 16 Selkirk Wheat.- In issuing the instructions for the export 
of registered and certified seed wheat, the Canadian Wheat 
Board said that, owing to the prevalence of rust con- 
ditions in western Canada and the necessity of retaining 
supplies of rust resistant wheat for next year's seed 
requirements, permits would not be granted authorizing 
the export from Canada of stocks of Registered, Certified 
or Commercial supplies of Selkirk wheat. Permits for 
the export of Registered and Certified wheatof other 
varieties would be granted only where there was satisfactory 
evidence that the seed wheat was being exported for seeding 
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purposes only within the country of destination in- 
dicated. (Canadian Wheat Board. Instructions to 
the Trade: Shippers and Exporters. No. 2). 


August 24 Canned Fruit Salad.- The Exchequer Court delivered 
its written judgment rejecting the application of 
the Canadian Horticultural Council and the Canadian 
Food Processors Association for leave to appeal the 
Tariff Board‘s decision on the tariff classification 
for canned fruit salad. The producers and processors 
gave notice that they had appealed the decision to 
the Supreme Court. 


August 25 Peach Marketing.- The Ontario Fresh-peach Marketing 
Board, established under the Ontario Farm Products 
Marketing Act, was granted authority under the Agric- 
ultural Products Marketing Act to regulate the market- 
ing in interprovincial and export trade of fresh peaches 
produced in Essex, Kent, Lambton, Middlesex, Norfolk, 
Lincoln, Welland,Halton and Wentworth Counties. (P.C. 
1954 - 1238). 


August 25 Seed Marketing.- The Minister of Agriculture was 
granted authority, under the Agricultural Products 
Co-operative Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement 
with the Saskatchewan Forage Crop Growers’ Co-operative 
Marketing Association, Ltd., the selling agency for 16 
co-operatives, in connection with the marketing of forage 
crop seeds produced in Saskatchewan in 1954 (P.C. 1954 - 
1241). 


August 28 Grain Deliveries.- The initial delivery quota for 
western grains came into effect at one point in Manitoba, 
16 points in Saskatchewan and four mAlberta. Other 
points were to be added as storage space became avail- 
able. The quota consisted of 100 units, each equivalent 
to three bushels of wheat, eight bushels of oats, five 
bushels of barley or five bushels of rye. The temporary 
delivery quota, established on August 1, of 1,000 
bushels of oats or barley was cancelled at these points 
on August 27. (Canadian Wheat Board, Instructions to the 
Trade re Quotas No. 5, August 24, No. 6, August 27). 


September 17 Apple Marketing.- The Minister of Agriculture was granted 
authority, under the Agricultural Products Co-operative 
Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement with La 
Cooperative de Pomiculteurs de Frelighsburg of the Town 
of Frelighsburg, P.Q., in connection with the marketing 
of apples produced in the province in 1954. (P.C. 1954 - 
1350) . 


September 17 Seed Marketing.-— The Minister of Agriculture was granted 
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authority, under the Agricultural Products Co-operative 
Marketing Act, to enter into agreements with the Alberta 
Seed Growers Co-operative Ltd. and the Sangudo- 
Mayerthorpe and District Seed Growers Association in 
connection with the marketing of seeds produced in 


_ Alberta in 1954, (P.C. 1954 - 1348, P.C. 1954 - 1349). 


Apple Marketing.- As a result of the hurricane which 
damaged the Nova Scotiaapple crop on September il-12, 
the regulations under the Fruit, Vegetables and Honey 
Act were relaxed: temporarily to allow the interpro- 
vincial and export movement for processing purposes 
only of windfall apples. The apples were to be grade 
C or better except that they need not be “hand picked” 
and “mature". The minimum size was to be 2-1/4 
inches in diameter. The sale date in Nova Scotia 
under provincial legislation expired October 9 for 
Gravenstein apples and October 30 for McIntosh and 
Cortland apples. (Fruit and Vegetable Division). 


Grain Quotas.- The special quota authorizing pro- 
ducers to deliver up to 1,000 bushels of oats or barley 
or a combination of both was cancelled, as far as it 
referred to barley. Oats deliveries could continue, 

so far as country elevator space would permit, to com- 
plete the special quota at stations where the unit 
quota was not yet in effect. (Canadian Wheat Board 
Instructions to the Trade re Quotas, September 21). 


U.S. Oats Quotas.- The United States proclaimed a 
quota on oats imports during the year ending September 
30, 1955 of 40 million bushels from all sources. The 
Canadian quota was 39,312,000 bushels. 


U.K. Apple Purchase.- The United Kingdom allocated 
£1,500,000 ($Can. 4,090,000) for the purchase of apples 
in North America. The Canadian share was £900,000 
($2,448,000). Approximately $408,000 was made available 
for procurement from Canada during December. The balance 
was available until June 30, 1955. 


Apple Prices.- The Agricultural Prices Support Board 
was granted authority to purchase sound orchard run 
apples produced in Nova Scotia in 1954 and suitable for 
processing. The prescribed price was 90 cents per 
bushel of 45 lb. delivered at a designated warehouse, 
storage or processing plant. (P.C. 1954 - 1541). 


Apple Marketing.- An Apple Marketing Board was appointed 
under the Agricultural Prices Support Act to undertake 
the purchase and distribution of apples acquired by 

the Agricultural Prices Support Board in the Nova Scotia 
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apple assistance program. The appointees were Hon. 
C.G. Hawkins, Chairman, R.J. MacSween, R.D Sutton, 
A.M. Shaw and E.G. Paige, Members. (P.C. 1954 = 


1542). 
October 12 Barley Prices.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce 


announced that the Canadian Wheat Board's 1953-54 
western barley pool had been closed, effective 
September 30, 1954. The final payment available for 
distribution to producers was $9,833,000. Producers 
delivered 101,194,000 bushels of barley to the board. 
The average net final payment to producers was 9.71747 
cents per bushel after deduction of payment expenses 
and the Prairie Farm Assistance Act levy. (Department 
of Trade and Commerce press release P. Gs 1954 - 1575, 
1954 - 1576, October 19). 


October 12 Grain Deliveries.- The Canadian Wheat Board announced 
an easing of delivery restrictions on western grain, 
because of poor weather and delayed harvesting. Effective 
October 15 the board authorized an initial delivery quota 
at all stations where it was not previously in effect. 
A general quota of two bushels per specified acre was 
to go into effect at individual stations as soon as 
space additional to that needed for the intial quotas 
became available. The two bushel quota would be 
increased as space permitted. Producers unable to 
deliver grain under the temporary 1,000 bushel oats- 
barley quota earlier in the season were to be permitted 
to deliver the balance of this special quota in the 
form of oats, such deliveries to be in addition to 
deliveries under the initial quota. 


October 13 Canned Meat Imports.- The name of the Federal Republic 
of Germany was added to the list of countries whose 
standards of meat inspection were found satisfactory, 
under the terms of Section 6, Subsection (1) of the 
regulations under the Meat and Canned Foods Act. As 
a result imports of meat were to be permitted from 
that country. Because of the existence there of foot- 
and-mouth disease imparts were to be limited, under 
Section 182 of the Animal Contagious Diseases Act, 
to cooked canned meats, cooked canned meat food products, 
edible tallow and oleo stearine. (Health of Animals Division 
Circular, 1954-71). 


October 18 U.S. Barley Imports.~- The President of the United 
States issued a proclamation limiting imports into 
the United States of barley during the year ending 
September 30, 1954 to 27,500,000 bushels from all 
sources. Imports from Canada were limited to 27,225,000 bush 
and from other countries to 275,000 bushels. The 
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action was taken under Section 22 of the Agricultural 
Adjustment Act of 1933, as amended. Accompanying the 
proclamation was an exchange of notes between the 

United States and Canadian governments in which the 

Canadian government said it would take voluntary 

action during the period of the proclamation to limit 

exports of feed barley to 3,500,000 bushels. The balance 

of the Canadian quota was to consist of malting barley, 

barley malt and other barley products.€U.S. Tariff Commission). 


October 18 Canned Fruit Salad.- The Supreme Court ruled that, 
under the Customs Act, discretion as to whether the 
Exchequer Court heard an appeal against a Tariff 
Board decision rested with the latter court. The 
Supreme Court therefore refused the fruit and vegetable 
industry, represented by the Canadian Horticultural 
Council and the Canadian Food Processors’ Association, 
leave to appeal the Tariff Board's decision in the 
canned fruit salad case. The MFN duty on imports of 
the product therefore reverted to one cent per lb., 
the rate in effect before January 30, 1953. Excess 
duty collected was to be refunded to .. porters. 


October 19 Barley Export Controls.-— As a result of the U.S. im- 
port quotas on barley the Canadian Wheat Board issued 
instructions setting forth procedures to be followed 
on exports to the United States. Permits were to be 
issued for barley purchased by U.S. buyers for malt- 
ing purposes, with safeguards that it would not be 
resold for feeding purposes. Until further notice no 
permits were to be issued for the export to the United 
States of barley (whole or ground) for feeding purposes. 
Export permits were not required for the time being 
for malt or other processed barley but manufacturers 
were required to furnish a monthly statement of exports 
to the United States. (Canadian Wheat Board. Instructions 
to the Trade, Shippers and Exporters). 


October 20 Fibre Flax Seed.- It was reported that the Northern 
Ireland Ministry of Agriculture had asked the Canada 
Department of Agriculture to find out whether Canadian 
producers were interested in multiplying fibre flax 
stock seed of Irish origin of the Stormont varieties 
Gossamer and Motley, beginning in 1955 with delivery of 
up to 20,000 bushels annually starting with the 1957 crop. 
Contracts to purchase this quantity would be arranged 
between seedsmen in Northern Ireland and producers in 
Canada on the basis of seed graded Certified No. l. 
(Farm News Press Clip Sheet). 


October 21 Seeds Act.-— Revised regulations under the Seeds Act, 
1937, were issued to incorporate changes necessary to 
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bring them up-to-date. Section 7 was altered to pro- 
vide for the sale of seed of all kinds, all varieties 
and all grades under a registration control number for 
which a maximum fee of $50.00 was to be payable. This 
was to relieve seedsmen of the necessity of making an 
application for each item sold. The minimum fee of 
$1.00 for each separate item was retained for those 
who graded and sold only a few items. Under the revised 
Section 18 all field corn, whether grown in Canada or 
imported, was to conform with the requirements of the 
section, setting forth the use of the terms "open 
pollinated", “varietal cross" and “hybrid". The section 
applied formerly only to field corn grown in Canada. 
Section 20, as revised, provided that all imported 
hybrid corn was to be supported by evidence that it 
met with the definition of a hybrid. A number of al- 
terations was made in the tables of grade standards, 
as a result of surveys conducted by the Plant Products 
Division. (Ministerial Order). 


Scrapie.- In order to prevent the introduction of 
scrapie into Canada, imports of sheep from the United 
Kingdom were banned until further notice, under the 
Animal Contagious Diseases Act. (Ministerial Order 
Relating to Scrapie). 


Qats Prices.-— The Minister of Trade and Commerce 


announced the closing, effective October 15, 1954, 

of the 1953-54 oats pool. The final payment avail- 
able for distribution to producers was $5,631,000. 
Producers’ deliveries were 89.7 million bushels. The 
average net final payment to producers was 6.2759 cents, 
after deduction of payment expenses and the Prairie 
Farm Assistance Act levy. ‘(Department of Trade and 
Commerce press release, P.C.'’s 1954 - 1661, 1954 - 
1662,November 3). 


Wheat Prices.- The government authorized an interim 


payment of ten cents a bushel on 1953-54 deliveries 
of all grades of wheat except Garnet wheat, soft 
white spring wheat, Alberta red winter wheat and 
Alberta winter wheat. Sales of these varieties had 
not been sufficient to justify such a payment. The 
total payment was $38.6 million. (P.C. 1954 - 1663; 
Canadian Wheat Board, Instructions to the Trade No. 
24, November 8). 


Selkirk Wheat.- The Department of Agriculture 
announced plans for disposal of its stock of about 
250,000 bushels of seed wheat of the rust resistant 
variety, Selkirk. It was offered for sale in lots of 
not less than two or more than 12 bushels. The price 
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was $4.50 per bushel for Registered seed, $4.00 for 
Certified and $3.00 for Commercial, f.o.b. shipping 
point. Most of the seed available was expected to 

be Registered. In addition to the Department's 
supply, it was estimated that about 3,000,000 bushels 
had been grown on individual farms from the six bushel 
lots sold last year. (Farm News Press Clip Sheet). 


Fruit, Vegetables and Honey Act.- New regulations were 
issued under the act, replacing those of November 19, 


1949, as amended. There were no great changes although 
the form, wording and order of sections was altered. 

A new Section 32 provided for the establishment and 

use of Canadian fruit and vegetable standards. The 
prefix "Canada" was added to all grade names and the 
actual grades and package specifications were included 
as schedules. Grades were rewritten in a uniform style 
with grade defects defined positively rather than 
negatively as was previously the case in some instances. 
Minor changes in grades were made to overcome obvious 
inconsistencies. (Ministerial Order). 


Turkey Marketing.- The Minister of Agriculture was 
granted authority, under the Agricultural Products 
Co-operative Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement 
with Societe Cooperative Avicole Regionale of the Town 
of Saint-Damase, P.Q., in connection with the marketing 
of turkeys produced in the province of Quebec in 1954 
and processed and sold in the form of dressed RHEKie 
qP.C. 1954 - 1690). 


Livestock Payments.- New regulations were approved 

for Department of Agriculture expenditures on con- 
tributions for livestock improvement and on premiums 

on pure bred sires. Under the first scheme the federal 
government was authorized to pay part of the cost of 
swine progeny competitions and hog carcass competitions 
and to give financial assistance to proprietors of horse 
breeding stations. The regulations for premiums on 
pure bred sires set forth the conditions under which 
contributions could be made in the different provinces 
to federal-provincial schemes for supplying pure bred 
boars and rams. The arrangements varied from province 
to province but generally they enabledthe federal de- 
partment to pay the provincial department part of the 
cost... (1 .B,. 471503, 7.B.. 4/584)... 


Canada Dairy Products Act.- Wew regulations under the 
act were substituted for those estabished under P.C. 
3461 of July 15, 1952. No changes were made. (P.C. 
1954 - 1719). 
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November 29 Feeding Stuffs Act.- Regulations issued under the act 
made mainly editorial changes in the previous regulations. 
Other significant changes were that specific fluorine 
tolerances were set for mixed feeds and that the inclusion 
was permitted of seeds of the mustard family (ncn viable) 
in feeds for cattle three months of age or over. 
(Ministerial Order). 


December | Feeding Stuffs Act.- There were no significant changes 
in the consolidated regulations issued under the act. 
The regulations established by P.C. 5295 of October 18, 
1949, were revoked. (P.C. 1954 - 1835). 


December 1 Canadian Farm Loan Act.- Consolidated regulations were 
issued under the act, revoking the previous regulations 
established under P.C. 2084, April 28, 1949, as amended 
(P.C. 1954 - 1836). 


December 1 Farm Improvement Loans Act.- Consolidated regulations 
were issued under the act, revoking the previous re- 
gulations established under P.C. 5731, November 10, 
1949, as amended. The revised regulations were to 
come into effect on February 15, 1955. (P.C. 1954 - 
1840, December 1; P.C. 1954 - 2061, December 31). 


December 2 Pest Control Products Act.- There was no change in the 
regulations re-issued under the act. (Ministerial 
Order) . 

December 6 Federal-Provincial Agricultural Conference.- The con- 


ference met in Ottawa on December 6 and 7%. In his 
opening address delivered on December 6 the Minister 
of Agriculture spoke particularly of the butter and 

egg price support programs. He said that in order to 
have enough butter for winter use Canada must put 

into storage each summer from 60 to 100 million lb. of 
butter. Under the present plan the businessman need 
take no risk; the government was prepared to finance 
the carrying of butter from summer to winter. Ex- 
perience over the past six years had shown that 58 
cents per lb. to the producer basis Montreal or Toronto 
was the price which would produce the required amount 
each year of about 300 million lb. of creamery butter. 
The price of 61 cents to the distributor was enough to 
cover costs. Under no circumstances, unless some 
special service was given, should it be necessary to 
charge more than 65 cents retail. Referring to the 
drop in egg prices at the end of November the Minister 
said that the announcement about price support had been 
made in previous years between December 10 and 20. The 
Agricultural Prices Support Board was arranging to accept 
delivery of the balance of storage eggs on December 1. 
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Out of 87 firms storing eggs to Board account 27 had 

sold all the eggs while 17 had sold none. If all 

eggs were taken from the latter the government would 

have to cease to deal with them in future. (Address ...). 


December 8 Meat and Canned Foods Act.- New regulations governing 
the inspection of meats under the Meat and Canned Foods 
Act contained only one small change from the previous 
regulations, established under P.C. 588 of February 
10, 1949. (¢P.C. 1954-1906) . 


December 8 Live Stock and Live Stock Products Act.- The regulations 
under this act respecting the packing,grading and marking 
of canned poultry, authorized by P.C. 589 of February 
8, 1949, were revoked. They had served their purpose 
in improving the pack of the canned product but were 
limited in their sphere of jurisdiction to the few 
canners now operating under them. Regulations under 

uthe Food and Drugs Act were more comprehensive in their 
jurisdiction and contained the same minimum specifications. 
(P.C. 1954 - 1905). 


December 8 Fertilizers Act.- New regulations under the act contained 
only editorial changes. (Ministerial Order). 


December 16 Veterans’ Land Act.- Changes of an editorial and ad- 
ministrative nature were made in the new regulations 
-issued under the act. The regulations established 
under P.C. 5245 of October 18, 1949, as amended, were 
revoked. (P.C. 1954 - 1967). 


December 16 Animal Contagious Diseases Act.- In the new regulations 
issued under the Animal Contagious Diseases Act authority 
was given t6 inspectors to open imported merchandise, 
except from the United States, Australia and New Zealand, 
where the goods were suspected of being packed in hay, 
straw or other raw product of the soil. The procedure 
had been followed to prevent the entry of illegally 
packed goods and the new section was inserted in the 

-regulations to eliminate any doubt of the authority 
for such action. Motels and motor courts were added 
to the section dealing with the inspection of premises 
from which garbage was collected for feeding to swine 
and poultry. Other changes in the regulations were of 
an editorial nature. The previous regulations, es- 
tablished under P.C. 5369 of October 25, 1949, were 
revoked. (P.C. 1954 - 1968). 


December 16 Live Stock and Live Stock Products Act.- Regulations 
under the act respecting the grading, packing and mark- 
ing of eggs, were unchanged. P.C. 5294 ofgOctober 18, 
1949 was revoked. (P.C. 1954 - 1970). 
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Cheese _ and Cheese Factory Improvement Act.- There was 
no change in the regulations under the act. The pre- 


vious regulations, established under P.C. 5236, October 
14, 1949, were revoked. (P.C. 1954 - 1969). 


Prairie Farm Assistance Act.- The regulations under 
the act were revised and consolidated. Minor changes 
of an administrative and editorial nature were made. 

The regulations established by P.C. 5802 of November 

15, 1949, as amended, were revoked. (P.C. 1954 ~— 2023). 


Farmers’ Creditors Arrangement Act.- Rules and regulations 
issued under the act were unchanged from the previous ones, 
except for the omission of section 76, which applied to 
proceedings entered into under the Farmers’ Creditors 
Arrangement Act, 1934 (the earlier act). The former rules 
and regulations, established by P.C. 365 of January 21, 
1944, were revoked. (P.C. 1954 - 2028). 


Destructive Pest and Insect Act.- In the consolidation 
of the Destructive Pest and Insect Act two new paragraphs 
were added to the section dealing with restricted imports. 
Section 210¢p) applied to used bags from all countries 
except the United States and Alaska and prohibited their 
importation unless (a) an application for a permit was 
filed with the Chief, Plant Protection Division, giving 
full details of the shipment; (b) the permit was issued; 
(c) importation was through Montreal, Vancouver or other 
ports as designated; (d) each importation was fumigated 
as prescribed; (e) the importer paid charges of fumigation 
or treatment; and (f) a certificate of clearance or 
fumigation and an import permit were filed with other 
entry papers at the Customs port of entry. Section 

210(a) forbade the entry from all countries except 
Bermuda, the United States, Alaska and the West Indies. 
including Cuba and the Bahamas, of root crops such as 
horseradish, carrots, beets, parsnips, turnips, mangolds, 
onion sets, garlic buibs and bulbils unless (a) an 
application for permit was filed with the Chief, Plant 
Protection Division, giving full details of the shipment; 
{b) a permit was issued; (c) each importation was free 
from sand, soil or earth; (d) each importation was 

packed in new containers; and (e) each importation entered 
through one of the ports designated in the regulations. 

A clearance or inspection certificate and an import permit 
were to be filed with other entry papers at the Customs 
port of entry. Other changes in the regulations were 
minor in nature. The regulations established by P.C. 

2057 of April 26, 1949, as amended, were revoked. 

(P.C. 1954 - 2021). 
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Live Stock and Live Stock Products Act.- There was no 
change in the new regulations respecting the grading 
and marking of dressed and eviscerated poultry. The 
regulations established under P.C. 4238 of October 21, 
1947, were revoked. (P.C. 1954 - 2022). 


Egg Price Support.- The Minister of Agriculture 
announced that price support for eggs would be con- 
tinued in 1955. He pointed out that during 1954 the 
sale and distribution of eggs stored to the specific- 
ations of the Agricultural Prices Support Board had 
not been entirely satisfactory. Some handlers had 
disposed of all or most of their storage holdings 
and others had disposed of little or none. The 
Agricultural Prices Support Board therefore reserved 
the right to take appropriate action to ensure a 
wide and active distribution of eggs held under the 
price support program. (Department of Agriculture 
press release). 


Cold Storage Act.- New regulations were issued under 

the Cold Storage Act, and the regulations established 

under P.U. 1953-819 of May 26, 1953, were revoked. 

Apart from the renumbering of sections, the only change 

was the insertion of a new clause (Section II} providing 
that the contractor would insure buildings and machinery 
on the site of a public cold storage warehouse, to their 
full value. (P.C. 1954 - 2059). 
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PREFACE 


This publication is the fourth in a series recording 
chronologically changes in federal policies affecting agriculture 
and events of importance in connection with such policies. 

In recording the sources of the items certain procedures 
have been followed. The date has been omitted where it is the 
same as that under which the item is listed. The initials "P.C.“ 
refer to orders in council and "SOR" to statutory orders and 
regulations. As a rule new legislation is listed only when it 
receives Royal Assent or is gazetted. 

An index follows the chronological section of this 


bulletin, It begins on page 37. 
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A_ CHRONOLOGY FOR 1955 


Grain Quotas.— The Canadian Wheat Board announced 
that, in order to meet marketing requirements and 

to encourage deliveries of barley, a supplementary 
quota was being authorized of three bushels per acre 
seeded to barley. It was later announced that a 
minimum delivery of 300 bushels could be made by pro- 
ducers whose seeded acreage in 1954 was less than 100 
acres or who had no barley acreage in 1954 but had 
stocks from previous years. (Instructions to the 
Trade re Quotas, No. 78, January 4; No. 86, January 
qi) 


Seed Grains.— Arrangements were announced whereby a 
producer wishing to purchase up to 150 bushels of 
Registered or Certified seed wheat, oats or barley 

(or a combination of these grains up to 150 bushels) 
could deliver and sell to an elevator company up to 

400 bushels of commercial grain in excess of present 

or future delivery quotas at the delivery point des- 
ignated in his permit book. Purchases of seed grain 
were to be made through specified associations or 
dealers and were to be used for seeding purposes on 

the producer's own farm. The proceeds of the commercial 
grain delivered were not to exceed the cost of the seed 
grain. The arrangement was to expire on June 1, 1955. 
(Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade re 
Quotas, No. 79). 


Cheese Marketing.- The Ontario cheese marketing agree- 
ment, entered into in 1954 (P.C. 1954 - 694, May 6) 

was extended to cover cheddar cheese produced in Ontario 
during January - April, 1955. The action was taken to 
assist in the orderly marketing of domestic cheese 
while New Zealand cheese, about 1,000 tons of which 
arrived in Canada during January, was being consumed. 
(P.CHa955 = 30). 


GATT.— Following the meeting in Washington between 

U.S. and Canadian ministers a communique was issued 
stating that particular attention was given to the 
progress at the Review Session of GATT, Among the 
problems being dealt with at the Review Session which 
were of direct concern to the two countries were the 
future of tariff concessions made under the agreement, 
agricultural import restrictions and import restrictions 
for balance-of- payments reasons. 
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Opening of Parliament.- The new session of parliament 


was opened by the Governor General. In the Speech from 
the Throne it was stated that legislation would be pro- 
posed to replace the Meat and Canned Foods Act by measures 
to provide for the inspection of meats and for the es- 
tablishment of standards for all agricultural products. 
The Canada Grain Act was to be amended and parliament 
would be asked to make the necessary financial provisions 
for the assistance given under the Agricultural Prices 
Support Act to Nova Scotia apple producers who suffered 
losses in the severe storms of September, 1954. 

(House of Commons Debates, pp.2-3). 


Cheese Imports.— Replying to a question about the im- 
portation of New Zealand cheese, the Minister of Trade 
and Commerce said there was no prohibition on such im- 
ports and technically anyone could ship cheese who could 
do so over the duty. A verbal agreement was made with 
New Zealand when Canada was having difficulty exporting 
to the British market. Circumstances had changed and 
New Zealand had been pressing to be relieved.of that 
verbal agreement. The present shipment of cheese was 
made in the ordinary course of business; it was a 
mistake to say the government allowed it. (House of 
Commons Debates, p.20). 


Rabies Outbreak.- It was announced that since the 
middle of November 1954 rabies had been confirmed 
in five foxes and one dog in the Cochrane District 
of Ontario. The most recent case was that of a fox, 
confirmed on January 5. (Department of Agriculture 
press release). 


South Saskatchewan Project.- The Prime Minister said 
that no tentative agreement had been arrived at with 
the Saskatchewan government on the distribution of 
costs for a possible South Saskatchewan dam and 
irrigation project. The reason was that the federal 
government had not yet taken any decision on whether 
it should recommend the project to parliament as being 
in the national interest. (House of Commons Debates, 
p.134). 


Flax and Rye Marketing.— The Minister of Trade and 
Commerce said that representations had been received 
from time to time from various farm organizations re- 
questing the government to assume responsibility for 
the marketing of flax and rye. It was the view of the 
government that the Canadian Wheat Board was fully 
occupied marketing the three major crops of wheat, oats 
and barley. The government was not disposed to ask the 
board to take on the two smaller crops of flax and rye. 
Officials doubted whether they could do a very much 
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better job with these crops than was being done on the 
open market. (House of Commons Debates, pp.329-30). 


Meat Products.- Following examination and analysis of 
the plastic dip Viskote 101 it was decided that no 
objection would be taken to its use on meat products 
enclosed in artificial casings provided (i) the coating 
did not interfere with label markings. or render them 
indistinct or illegible; (ii) artificial casings so 
treated bore the words “KEEP REFRIGERATED” or similar 
statement; (iii) the coating was not used on meat pro- 
ducts enclosed in a casing which was customarily con- 
sumed with the product. The decision was made in 
collaboration with the Food and Drug Directorate, 
Department of National Health and Welfare, and applied 
to all establishments operating under the supervision 
of the Health of Animals Division. (Health of Animals 
Division Circular 1955 - 7). 


Fertilizers.-— The Minister of Justice said that the 
Combines Branch, as a result of informal complaints, 
had made some inquiries in eastern Canada which feilec 
to disclose any evidence of collusion among the mixers 
of fertilizers. The branch had also made some informal 
inquiries into the possible restriction of supply and 
enhancement of price in the case of ammonium nitrate 
and ammonium sulphate but the information obtained did 
not indicate any situation forbidden by the Combines 
Investigation act. (House of Commons Debates, p.500). 


Feed Freight Assistance.— New regulations were issued 
respecting feed freight assistance on western grains 
and millfeeds, shipped to eastern Canada and British 
Columbia, effective February 1. The basic rate was 
reduced from $6.00 per ton to $4.50 per ton on ship- 
ments into most of Quebec. There was no change in 
rates into the extreme eastern part of Quebec and into 
the Atlantic provinces. Rates into British Columbia 
were reduced by $5.00 per ton to place them on the 

same level as rates to the Maritimes and eastern Quebec. 
The new rates were (i) Northern Ontario - local rates 
with a maximum of $4.50 per ton; (ii) Ontario, except 
northern Ontario, and Quebec within the Montreal freight 
rate zone - $4.50 per ton; (iii) Quebec, outside the 
Montreal Freight rate zone, to allpoints having all rail 
through carlot freight rates up to 79% cents per 100 

lb. = $4.50 per ton plus the balance of the rate in ex- 
cess of the Montreal zone rate; (iv) Quebec, outside 
the Montreal freight rate zone to points having all 

rail through carlot freight rates of 80 cents per 

100 lb. or more, and the Atlantic provinces - $6.00 

per ton plus the balance of the rate in excess of 

the Montreal zone rate; (v) British Columbia - $5.00 
per ton less than the former rate. (P.C. 1955 - 138). 
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January 27 Butter Marketing.— The Minister of Agriculture said 
that Canada had over 20 million 1b. more butter than 
was considered necessary, due to good grass conditions 
the previous summer. The Agricultural Prices Support 
Board was therefore putting into operation a scheme to 
offer this butter to institutions at about 21 cents 
per lb. below the price the institution was then pay- 
ing for the same grade of butter. It was to be offered 
to all Canadian institutions on the list published by 
the Department of National Health and Welfare for the 
purposes of the Excise Act and the Excise Tax Act. 
There were over 1,500 such establishments, including 
hospitals, orphanages and similar institutions. It 
was expected that institutions would secure their 
butter through trade channels and be reimbursed by 
the Agricultural Prices Support Board. The operation 
was not intended to be permanent, (House of Commons 
Debates, January 27, pp.575-6; January 28, pp.621-3). 


January 3l Seeds Act.= The regulations under the act were amended 
to provide that, until July 1, 1955, seed wheat of 
certain grades of the varieties Selkirk, Garry and 
Rodney could be sold if the percentage of germination 
was 50 per cent or over (SOR/55 — 39). 


February 1 Lamb Shipments.- The Minister of Agriculture, in a 
statement on the Canadian lamb market, said that the 
only government regulationon the import of mutton and 
lamb was the imposition of a duty and that anyone 
could ship who could do so over the duty. For this 
reason there was no occasion for the government to 
seek or obtain advice from exporters or importers 
on operations or intentions with respect to lamb 
Shipments. (House of Commons Debates, p.717). 


February 1 U.S. Butter-Ghee Conference.- The Minister of Agriculture 
was asked if officials of his department had been in 
consultation with United States’ officials on a plan to 
convert butter into ghee for India and Pakistan. Ina 
reply he said that as far as he was aware Canada had 
not been invited to any meeting to discuss any such 
plan. (House of Commons Debates, p.716). 


February 9 Selkirk Wheat.- The Canadian Wheat Board announced 
arrangements whereby producers could acquire supplies 
of Commercial Selkirk seed wheat. Producers wishing 
to purchase up to 150 bushels of Commercial Selkirk 
wheat through Crop Improvement Associations, the Crop 
Testing Plan or a bona fide seed dealer could deliver 
and sell to an elevator company in payment a quantity 
not exceeding 400 bushels of any kind of Commercial 
grain in excess of present or future delivery quotas 
in effect. The proceeds from the sale of the Commercial 
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grain were not to exceed the cost to the producer of 
the Commercial Selkirk wheat. The arrangement was 
to expire June 1, 1955. (Canadian Wheat Board: 
Instructions to the Trade re Quotas No. 98). 


Egg Price Support.- The Agricultural Prices Support 
Board was authorized to purchase at an appropriate 
period in 1955 eggs stored to its specifications, at 
a price of 38 cents per dozen for Grade A Large eggs 
plus an allowance not to exceed five cents per dozen 
for storage charges. (P.C. 1955 - 161). 


Housing Loan Rate.- The Minister of Public Works 
announced a reduction, effective February 17, of 1/4 
per cent in the maximum interest rate on insured 
loans, including loans for rural housing, under Part 
I of the National Housing Act. The maximum loan rate 
was being reduced from 5% to 5-1/4 per cent. It 
could not exceed the long-term government loan rate 
plus 2-1/4 per cent. The long-term government rate 
was 3.39 per cent when the new act came into force 
on March 22, 1954 but had recently dropped to 3.11 
per cent. The reduction in the rate for insured 
mortgage loans was in keeping with this change. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.1199). 


Soil Surveys.— The Minister of Agriculture, during 

a debate on a motion calling for a federal-provincial 
conference on agriculture, read into the record a 
statement on soil survey work in Canada. He said it 

was conducted by the Experimental Farms Service in 
co-operation with the provinces, roughly on the basis 

of costs being shared equally. The headquarters in 
Ottawa were the Field Husbandry Division of the Central 
Experimental Farm. Provincial headquarters, which 

were listed, were either at dominion experimental 
stations, universities or agricultural colleges. 

The basic program was a systematic reconnaissance survey 
of all present and potential agricultural areas. Special 
surveys were often conducted in areas where there was 

an immediate need for soils information. To the end of 
1953 188,141,000 acres had been mapped by systematic 
reconnaissance surveys and about 60 million acres had 
been examined in a preliminary manner. (House of 
Commons Debates, p.1229). 


Wheat Breeding Nursery.- Details were given of a 
Canadian wheat breeding nursery, set up in October 


1954 on a farm near Ciwdad Obregon on the west coast 

of Mexico. The purpose of the establishment was to 
speed up development of wheat. varieties resistant 

to new virulent strains of stem and leaf rust by making 
it possible to grow two full field crops of hybrid 
wheat under rust conditions, one in Canada and one in 
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Mexico. The nursery consisted of nearly 3,500 plots 
occupying 24 acres. The crop would be ready for har- 
vest about the end of March or early April. Two 
scientists from the Cereal Breeding Laboratory at 
Winnipeg would go to Mexico shortly before the harvest 
to select hybrid plants and lines having resistance to 
rust races occurring in western Mexico, and bring 

back the seed. This would be sown in western Canada in 
May, 1955, a year earlier than if the material had been 
developed in Canada. (Farm News Press Clip Sheet) . 


Egg Price Support.- Replying to a question the 
Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Agriculture 
said that, by January 31, 1955, the Agricultural Prices 
Support Board had purchased 107,022 cases of 30 dozen 
each of 1954 spring storage eggs and 57,310 cases of 
December 1954 unoiled eggs. « The prices paid were 38 
cents per dozen for Grade A large eggs and 36 cents 

per dozen for Grade A medium eggs at storage points, 
plus five cents per dozen storage charges for the 
spring storage eggs. The total cost, before any 

sales returns were deducted, was $2,029,000. The 

1954 spring eggs were being converted to melange 

for Agricultural Prices Support Board account. The 
December eggs were sold to the trade on the basis 

of 37 cents per dozen for Grade A large and 33 cents 
for Grade A medium. (House of Commons Debates, p.1234). 


Poultry Duties.- Asked if any ministers had received 
delegations from turkey and poultry producers complaining 
of recent importations of dressed turkey and poultry 
products the Minister of Finance said he had seen three 
delegations during the fall and winter months. They had 
made representations with respect to equalizing tariffs 
between Canada and the United States. (House of Commons 
Debates, p.1279). 


Bacon Packaging.- The Department of National Health and 
Welfare issued a decision that bacon wrappers with red 
stripes constituted a violation of Section 5(1) of the 
Food and Drugs Act. This section stated that no person 
should label, package, treat, process, sell or advertise 
any food in a manner that was false, misleading or de- 
ceptive or likely to create an erroneous impression 
regarding its character, value, quantity, composition, 
merit or safety. No date was set for banning the red 
Striped wrappers; packers and vendors had been asked to 
advise the department how long the present supply would 
last. After that date action would be taken against 
those selling bacon so wrapped. (Department of National 
Health and Welfare; To: Packers and Vendors of Bacon). 
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Liberia.— This country was granted MFN treatment. 
(P.C. 1955 - 290). 


Fruits, Vegetables and Honey Act.- New regulations were 
issued under the act, replacing those of October 19,1949, 


as amended. There were no great changes although the form, 
wording and order of sections were altered. A new Section 
32 provided for the establishment and use of Canadianfruit 
and vegetable standards. The prefix “Canada™ was added 

to all grade names and the actual grades and package 
specifications were included as schedules. Grades were 
rewritten in a uniform style with grade defects defined 
positively rather than negatively as was previously the 
case in some instances. Minor changes in grades were 
made to overcome obvious inconsistencies. The Ministerial 
Order of November 8, 1954, by which the regulations were 
to have been issued, was replaced by one of March 1, 1955. 
(SOR/55-83) . 


Dominican Republic Trade Delegation.— A Dominican Republic 
trade delegation arrived in Ottawa to discuss commercial 


relations of mutual concern. (Department of Trade and 
Commerce press release, March 4). 


1956 Census.— The Minister of Trade and Commerce said 
that there was a constitutional requirement that a 
quinquennial census of the prairie provinces be taken 

in 1956. Developments in recent years pointed to the need 
for bringing all provinces into the census survey in that 
year. A simplified census in 1956 would meet most needs; 
only five questions would be asked for population purposes. 
The census of agriculture questions were being reduced 
from 200 in 1951 to 75 in 1956. Parliament would be 

asked to provide the necessary funds when the estimates 
for the Department of Trade and Commerce were presented 
for consideration. (House of Commons Debates, p.1765). 


Cheese and Cheese Factory Improvement Act.- The regulations 
under the act were amended to provide that, effective 


July 1, 1955, cheddar cheese, to be eligible for premium 
payments, was not to contain more than a slight trace 

of extraneous matter. The additional requirement was 
made, in an effort to improve the quality of cheddar 
cheese, as a result of experiments which the Department 
of Agriculture had been making on sediment in cheddar 
cheese. The new regulations also made administrative 
changes to simplify the operation of the premium payments 
scheme. (P.C. 1955 ~ 374). 


Barley Price.- The initial payment for all grades of 
barley delivered to the Canadian Wheat Board was in- 
creased by ten cents a bushel, making a payment for 
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No. 3 C.W. 6-row barley of $1.06 per bushel in store 
Fort William/Port Arthur. A payment of ten cents per 
bushel was to be made on all deliveries from August 
1, 1954 to the date of the increase... (House of 
Commons Debates p.1977, P.C. 1955 - 348, March 12). 


Butter Price Support.- The Minister of Agriculture 
announced that the existing butter price support arrange- 
ments, which were to have expired on April 30, 1955, 

were being extended until April 30, 1956. The Agric- 
ultural Prices Support Board would continue to offer 

to purchase butter at 58 cents per ib. basis delivery 
Halifax, St. John, Montreal and Toronto and 57 cents 

per lb. basis delivery Vancouver. (House of Commons 
Debates, pp.2149-50; P.C. 1955 - 404). 


Oats Price.- The intial payment for all grades of 

oats delivered to the Canadian Wheat Board was increased 
by seven cents a bushel, making a payment of 72 cents 
per bushel for No. 2 C.W. oats and 67 cents for No. l 
feed oats, both prices in store Fort William/Port Arthur. 
A payment of seven cents per bushel was to be made on 

all deliveries from August 1, 1954 to the date of the 
increase. (House of Commons Debates, March 18, p.2149; 
BoC. 01955. 125) March el ola 


Freight Rates.— The Minister of Transport tabled copies 
of the report of the Royal Commission appointed to enquire 
into the application and effects of agreed charges, as 
authorized under Part IV of the Transport Act. The 
Commissioner, Hon. W.F.A. Turgeon, proposed changes in 
the law relating to agreed charges (special rates granted 
to shippers in return for an agreed high proportion of 
their business) which would simplify and shorten pro- 
cedure. These recommendations were incorporated in 
Appendix “A“, taking the form of a proposed amendment 

to Sections 32 and 33 of Part IV of the Transport Act. 
The Commissioner suggested doing away with the necessity 
of obtaining the Board of Transport Commissioners’ prior 
approval to agreed charge agreements. He suggested that 
they become effective 20 days after filing. A shipper 
who considered his business would suffer should be able 
to bring a case as before. U.S. railways having lines 

in Canada and carriers by water should be able to part- 
icipate in such agreements. Procedures were suggested 
for termination of agreements and handling of com- 
plaints. The Commissioner did not recommend the extension 
to agreed charges of the one and one-third rule 
(providing that freight rates on the same goods shipped 
to and from intermediate points should not exceed by 

more than one-third the rates in competitive transcon- 
tiental tariffs). He cited a number of reasons for re- 
jecting this proposal of the Alberta government,including 
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the difficulties of practical application , its lack 
of substantial benefit to the intermediate territory 
and the fact that it could apply only in certain 
cases. (Report of the Royal Commission on Agreed 
Charges) . 


Maple Equipment Assistance.— The Minister of Finance 


said that an item of $100,000 to provide assistance 

for the replacement of maple production equipment was 
probably the last of its kind. It had been thought 

that the program of replacing maple sap buckets would 
have been completed in the previous fiscal year but 

it had been found that a few were outstanding. The 
program was started in 1940 for the purpose of assisting, 
with the province of Quebec, in replacing lead con- 
taminated buckets in that province. (House of Commons 
Debates, p.2379 et seq.) 


Canadian Wheat Board Act.-— The Manitoba Court of Queen's 
Bench began hearing the first case in Canada against 

the constitutionality of the Canadian Wheat Board Act. 
Questions to be settled were whether Parliament had 

power to enact the legislation, whether producers could 
legally be compelied to sell their grain to the board, 
whether a farmer could contract to buy grain from a 
producer in one province and have it shipped to another 
province where he lived. The Canadian Pacific Railway 
was the only named defendant. In September 1954 the 
railway refused shipment of three sacks of grain from 
Winnipeg to Princeton, B.C., on the grounds that it 

was prohibited from doing so because of the restrictions 
laid down in the Canadian Wheat Board Act, in the sections 
dealing with interprovincial and export trade. 


Canada Grain Act.- Royal Assent was given to a bill to 
amend the Canada Grain Act. The statutory grades of 
western and eastern grain were altered from August l, 
1955 for No. 3 amber durum wheat and for all grades of 
soybeans, as recommended by the committee on western 

and eastern standards. During the debate on the amend- 
ment the Minister of Trade and Commerce said that, for 
the first time, Canadian soybeans were being exported. 
Before the 1953 crop no exports were recorded. Sub- 
sequent shipments were mainly to the United Kingdom. 

This new export market necessitated a clearer definition 
of grading factors. The change in grades for No. 3 amber 
durum wheat was made to assure that less desirable 
varieties would be graded no higher than No. 4. It was 
felt this would make the grade a more attractive pro- 
position to overseas buyers and that it would be suitable 
for macaroni making. Provision was made in the amend- 
ment for the appointment of four assistant grain commissioners 
instead of three and the salaries of the commissioners 
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were increased. (House of Commons Debates, March 18 
pp.2l157-8; March 31, p.2605; An Act to amend the 
Canada Grain Act). 


Flavouring Chemicals.- The Food and Drug Directorate of 
the Department of National Health and Welfare notified 
manufacturers and distributors of flavouring preparations 
that new chemicals should not be introduced into these 
products unless complete information was filed with the 
Directorate establishing the safety of such chemicals 

as an ingredient of foods, under the conditions of 

use recommended or likely to occur. Studies on acute 
and chronic toxicity were essential to establish the 
safety of these new chemicals and methods of determining 
their presence in foods. (Department of National Health 
and Welfare: Trade Information Letter No. 121). 


Budget.- In the Budget brought down on this date the 
Minister of Finance made a number of announcements of 
particular concern to agriculture, apart from the changes 
affecting both farmers and those in other occupations. 
In connection with tariffs the Minister said "... we 
propose to join with others in the general rebinding 

of tariff schedules as from July 1 of this year”. This 
referred to the tariff concessions made by Canada under 
GATT. He said that the Tariff Board was to be requested 
to make two tariff studies including one on the tariff 
item on potatoes. There had been many representations 
to the government:on this commodity and the problem had 
varied regional and seasonal aspects. Tariff changes 
included the elimination or reduction of duties on 
brooders for farm animals, certain components of feed- 
stuffs, sweet potato seedlings and poultry eviscerating 


equipment. © Changes were made in the tariff items covering 


Sugar, syrups and molasses, in an effort to keep the 
tariff abreast of technical changes. Apart from one 
deliberate reduction in duty, there were no changes in 
rates. The ten per cent sales tax was repeated on 
materials used exclusively in the manufacture or pro- 
duction of feeds for poultry, cattle and other stock, 

and for fur bearing animals. A small committee of 
experienced persons in the business world was to be 
appointed to study with government officials technical 
problems relating to statutory provisions of the sales 
and excise taxes and to make recommendations for improve- 
ments in the laws. A royal commission was to be set 

up with instructions to look ahead and examine carefully 
Canada's future economic prospects. Its scope would 
include probable developments both in productive 
capacities and in external markets. An examination would 
be made of population growth in both regional and age 
distribution aspects. The commission would gather 
information already in existence and stimulate studies 
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to fill gaps in essential factual material. Its pur- 
pose would be to sharpen understanding of the problems 
of future economic development and to provide useful 
guides to governments and business. (House of Commons 
Debates, p.2726 et seq.). 


April 14 Rabies Outbreak.- A serious outbreak of rabies was de- 
clared to exist in the District of Cochrane in Ontario. 
As a result it was forbidden under the Animal Contagious 
Diseases Act to move dogs outside the district without 
the permission of a specified official. (Order Relating 
to Rabies.). 


April 15 Farm Labour Program.— The federal government was authorized 
to continue in 1955-56 the farm labour program. In 1954 
each of the provinces except Newfoundland entered into an 
agreement with the Minister of Labour for the recruiting, 
movement and placement of farm workers between provinces 
and of other special groups of workers in agriculture and 
related industries. Federal expenditures were not to 
exceed provincial contributions. (P.C. 1955 - 13/525) 


April 20 Grain Handlers’ Strike.- The grain handlers’ strike at 
the Lakehead, which began on April 20, was settled. The 
men agreed to a contract for the period January 1, 1954 
to December 31, 1956, which provided for a series of wage 
increases. With the final increase of two cents an hour 
effective January 1, 1956 the increases would total 12 
cents per hour. The grain handlers were to have two 
extra paid holidays a year and Blue Cross medical benefits 
with equal contributions from employers and employees. 
Other provisions included the prohibition of strikes or 
lockouts during the period of the contract. (House of 
Commons Debates, pp.2989-90) . 


April 26 Selkirk Wheat.~ The Minister of Agriculture said, in 
answer to a suggestion that the embargo on Selkirk wheat 
exports be removed, that there were only about three 
million bushels of this variety in Western Canada. About 
40 million bushels were required to seed the crop, about 
half of this amount in districts which the previous year 
had been affected by rust. The government had therefore 
decided not to permit the export of Selkirk wheat, except 
to the U.S. government which had taken some 20,000 bushels, 
The Minister said he understood the reason for the request 
to remove the embargo was that in the southern part of 
Manitoba near the boundary producers had disposed of as 
much Selkirk Wheat as they could. He suggested that 
they get in touch with authorities in Saskatchewan or 
Manitoba to find out where it could be marketed. It was 
the government's hope that it would be seeded in western 
Canada. (House of Commons Debates, p.31l64). 
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April 27 Exhibition Grants.- The regulations governing grants 
to fairs and exhibitions established by P.C. 4602 
of December 22, 1952 were revoked. New regulations 
raised from $500 to $1,000 the grants for junior 
farmer work. The former grant of $20,000 for A. and 
B class fairs was increased under certain circumstances 
to $100,000.) (P02 1955°=.575)e 


April 28 Potato Tariff Hearing.- The Tariff Board made public 
the text of a letter, dated April 22, 1955, from the 
Minister of Finance to the Chairman of the Board di- 
recting it to make a study of the operation of the 
Canadian tariff on seed and table potatoes. The Board 
had notified interested persons that a public hearing 
would be held in Ottawa on June 13. In his letter the 
Minister said he had had numerous representations urging 
that the customs duty on potatoes be increased and that 
the period to which the seasonal duty applied by extended. 
He said the government would wish to have in its possession 
the most complete information on production, consumption, 
marketing, imports and exports of potatoes and on the 
effects on Canadian producers and consumers of the 
operation of the Canadian potato tariffs. (Tariff 
Board Reference No. 117 - Potatoes). 


Apraiv29 Trade Agreement with Portugal.- It was announced that 
Instruments of Ratification of the trade agreement be- 
tween Canada and Portugal had been exchanged between 
the Portuguese Chargé d'Affaires and the Secretary of 
State for External Affairs. This brought into force 
definitely the agreement which had been in effect pro- 
visionally since July 1, 1954. (Department of External 
Affairs press release, April 29). 


May 2 Butter Prices.-— The Agricultural Prices Support Board 
reduced its selling price for butter to 56 cents per 
lb. in order to effect a rotation of stocks. 


May 4 New Bacon Hog.— Details were given of a new breed of 
bacon hog developed at the Department of Agriculture 
Experimental Station, Lacombe, Alta. It was a white 
breed with flop ears, containing the blood of the 
Landrace, Chester White and Berkshire breeds, but not 
of the Yorkshire. Work on the new breed started as a 
result of recommendations by a departmental committee 
in 1946 to study the swine breeding situation in Canada 
and the department"s work on breeding problems. The 
committee recommended extension of research and the 
improvement of the Canadian Yorkshire, also the develop- 
ment of a white bacon breed with no Yorkshire blood in 
its foundation, suitable for crossbreeding with the 
Yorkshire. The breed was named "Lacombe". (Farm News 
Press Clip Sheet, May 4, July 6). 
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Canadian Farm Loan Act.- The regulations under this 
act, prescribed by P.C. 1954 ~ 1836 of December 1, 
1954, were amended from April 14, 1955 to delete 
Section 12, dealing with further fees on loans. 
(P.C, 1955 — 646). 


Wheat Sales.— In answer to a question the Minister 

of Trade and Commerce said the government believed the 
policy of selling wheat for dollars was the proper 
policy for Canada. He said he knew of no reason why 
wheat, the property of the producers of western Canada, 
should be sacrificed for the sake of the few sales 
that might be obtained if a different currency were 
accepted. (House of Commons Debates, p.3732). 


Wheat Prices.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
announced a final average payment on western wheat 
delivered to the 1953-54 pool of 6.384 cents per 
bushel. On No. 1 Northern wheat the payment was to 
be 6.262 cents making a total payment for this grade, 
before the deduction of the PFAA levy of $1.56426 per 
bushel in store Fort William/Port Arthur or Vancouver. 
For No. 1 Amber Durum, on which there was a strong 
demand, the comparable price was $2.12613 per bushel. 
In making the announcement the Minister said that the 
1953 wheat crop was the third in succession of three 
bumper crops in the prairie provinces. Sales from the 
1953-54 pool did not begin until February 1, 1954 and 
stocks were carried from August 1, 1953 to April 29, 
1955, a period of 21 months. Carrying charges were 
therefore substantially higher than in any previous 
pooling period, being approximately 8% cents higher 
than for the 1952-53 pool. Referring to the effect 
of the United States’ disposal program the Minister 
said that operations had affected Canada seriously 

in minor markets such as Israel and Norway, which 
were taking substantial quantities from the United 
States either as relief or on currency deals. (House 
of Commons Debates p.3781 et seq.). 


Wheat Sales.-— The Minister of Trade and Commerce 

said that it had been assumed by several speakers 
that Canada could sell wheat to Britain for sterling 
and use the sterling to buy goods for Canada or to 
pay debts in other parts of the sterling area. He 
said that if Canada bought goods for sterling it 
would be under a program worked out by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, which would limit the use of that 
sterling. The United States sold for foreign currency 
and left it in the country where it was used for cer- 
tain programs. Selling for local currencies would 
mean to Canada the lending of money to the country 
without interest and without a due date. The Minister 
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said he doubted whether the British Chancellor of the 
Exchequer would welcome a transaction of this kind. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.3843 et seq.). 


Live Stock and Live Stock Products Act.- The regulations 
respecting the grading and branding of beef, established 
by P.C. 868 of March 2, 1948, were amended by deleting 
the words in Section 2, applying to Grade A and Grade 

B requirements:- “Each carcass in this grade shall 

have a cold weight of not less than 300 lb." This 
minimum weight was introduced as a wartime measure 

to encourage the marketing of heavier weight carcasses. 
It was abolished so that carcasses under 300 lb. in 
weight, which otherwise met grade requirements, should 
not be down-graded for this reason. (P.C. 1955 - 719). 


Cheese Marketing.— The Minister of Agriculture was 
granted authority, under the Agricultural Products Co- 
operative Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement 

with the Ontario Cheese Producers’ Association Ltd. 

for the marketing of first grade cheddar cheese pro- 
duced in Ontario in 1955 and delivered on or after 

May 1, 1955. The federal government agreed to guarantee 
an initial payment of 22% cents per lb. f.o.b. factory 
plus a maximum allowance for handling and other charges. 
Theinitial payment was 80 per cent of the average selling 
price in the past three years. (P.C. 1955 - 752). 


Grain Prices.-— The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
announced that the initial prices paid by the Canadian 
Wheat Board for western grains would be unchanged for 

the crop year beginning August 1, 1955. They were:- 
wheat, No. 1 Northern in store Fort William - Port Arthur 
or Vancouver, $1.40 per bushel; oats, No. 2 C.W. in 

store Fort William-Port Arthur, 65 cents per bushel; and 
barley, No. 3 C.W. 6-—row in store Fort William-Port . 
Arthur, 96 cents per bushel. (House of Commons Debates, 
pp.4266-7; P.C. 1955 - 855, June 8). 


Grain Deliveries.— The Canadian Wheat Board stated 

that, in order to meet marketing requirements, it wished 
to obtain larger supplies of all grades of oats. A 
supplementary quota of 1,000 bushels of oats was therefore 
authorized,in addition to all previous quotas. (Canadian 
Wheat Board, Instructions to Trade re Quotas). 


Cheese Marketing.- The Ontario Cheese Producers’ 
Association was authorized, under the Agricultural Pro- 
ducts Co-operative Marketing Act, to make an additional 
payment on first grade Ontario cheddar cheese delivered 
on or after May 1, 1955. The payment not to exceed six 
cents per lb., was to be guaranteed by the Ontario 
government. (P.C. 1955 - 792). 
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June 3 Trade Agreement with Ethiopia.— The Minister of Trade 


and Commerce announced the conclusion of a commercial 
modus vivendi between Canada and Ethiopia, effective 
immediately. It provided for the exchange of most 
favoured nation treatment as regards customs duties 
and other charges and all regulations affecting trade. 
(Department of Trade and Commerce press release). 


June 13 Potato Tariff Hearing.- The Tariff Board began a two 
day hearing on the potato items in the Canadian 
Customs Tariff. Briefs were read by representatives 
of the Canadian Horticultural Council, the Canadian 
Federation of Agriculture, the Canadian Association of 
Consumers and potato growers in all provinces except 
Newfoundland, Quebec and Saskatchewan. Growers‘ re- 
presentatives generally asked for increased tariff 
protection although the New Brunswick submission 
stated that growers in that province would support 
an abolition of tariffs if the United States did the 
same. The Chairman of the Tariff Board pointed to a 
lack of preciseness in growers' briefs and a lack of 
definition in the formulation of their tariff re- 
quests. He said that if the government decided that 
the tariff should be re-negotiated, the negotiators 
would need to know exactly what the growers wanted. 

He suggested that the Canadian Horticultural Council 
forward to the board in the form of a letter a precise 
statement of their request. He reminded those at the 
hearing of the complications of tariff quotas and free 
and dutiable periods and of the importance of the 

seed potato trade. He also mentioned the possibility 
of withdrawals of tariff concessions on potatoes by 
the United States as partial compensation for a 
raising of the Canadian potato tariff. He said he 
thought the Canadian Horticultural Council should, 

in addition to forwarding a precisely stated request, 
draft a suggested tariff item for potatoes. The 
Canadian Association of Consumers opposed any increase 
in the tariff on potatoes on the grounds that they 
were a food of low income people and should be 
available at a reasonable price. 


June 14 U.S. Turkey Tariff.- A list of concessions exchanged 
in the tariff negotiations at Geneva was tabled by the 
Minister of Trade and Commerce. It included concessions 
by Japan to Canada and by Canada to Japan and concessions 
by the United States to Canada and Canada to the United 
States. The item of principal interest to Canadian farmers 
was the reduction by the United States of the duty on 
eviscerated turkeys from ten cents per lb. to 12% per 
cent ad valorem but not less than five cents per lb. or 
more than ten cents. The concession was to come into 
effect after the Japanese accession to GATT. It came 
into effect on September 10, 1955. (House of Commons 
Debates, p.4808-9). 


ee Fs 


June 15 Animal Contagious Diseases Act.- The regulations under 
the act, established by P.C. 1954 - 1968 of December 16, 
1954, were amended to revoke sections 16 and 34 and 
substitute new sections. Under the new section 16 imports 
of honeybees were prohibited except from the United States. 
The action was taken to prevent the introduction into Canada 
of acarine disease. Beeswax imports were banned unless the 
product was accompanied by a shipper’s declaration that 
the wax had been liquified. On shipments of honey bees 
in combless packages the bees’ food in the package was 
not to contain honey. The ban was continued on honey 
bees in combs and on used hives or used hive equipment. 
Section 34 was amended to permit the importation of 
monkeys (used in the manufacture of the Salk vaccine) 
at Montreal, Ottawa, and Toronto as well as at the 
quarantine stations named for all animals (Victoria 
Vancouver, Quebec, St. John, Halifax, North Sydney 
and Charlottetown). (P.C. 1955 —- 863). 


June 17 Royal Commission on Canada's Economic Prospects.— The 
Prime Minister tabled a copy of an order in council 
establishing the Royal Commission on Canada’s Economic 
Prospects. The chairman was Mr.Walter Gordon of Toronto. 
Other members were Mr. Omer Lussier of Quebec, Mr. A.E. 
Grauer of Vancouver, Dr. Andrew Stewart of Edmonton and 
Dr. Raymond Gushue of St. John’s, Newfoundland. Mr. 

D.V. LePan of the Department of External Affairs was 
appointed secretary and director of research. The 

terms of reference were to inquire into and report on 
the long-term prospects ofthe Canadian economy, particularly:- 
(a) developments in the supply of raw materials and 
energy sources; (b) the growth to be expected in the 
population of Canada and the changes in its distribution; 
(c) prospects for growth and change in domestic and ex- 
ternal markets for Canadian production; (d) trends in 
productivity and standards of living; (e) prospective 
requirements for industrial and social capital. (House 
of Commons Debates pp.4933-4, 4975; P.C. 1955 - 909). 


June 23 Science Service Laboratory. It was announced that a 
Science Service laboratory would be built at Winnipeg, 
to house plant pathologists, cereal breeders, chemists 
and entomologists. The scientigts.' would investigate 
the origin, distribution and most effective methods of 
control of agricultural pests and diseases, particularly 
the rusts which were periodically taking a heavy toll 
of western grain crops. The new laboratory, to cost 
about $650,000 was expected to be ready by January 1957. 
It would be located on the campus of the University of 
Manitoba, near the present rust research laboratory. 
(Department of Agriculture press release),. 
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Customs Tariff.-— As a consequence of the changes in 

the British preferential tariff rates on canned fruits 

the Australian Trade Agreement rates were changed, effective 
June 3, 1955, to preserve the margin of preference. The 
new rates were:— peaches, free; apricots andpears, free; 
mixtures containing peaches, pears or apricots, 1] cent 

per lb; n.o.p., free. (P.C. 1965 — 922). 


Canada Agricultural Products Standards Act.- Royal 


Assent was given to the Canada Agricultural Products 
Standards Bill. The purpose of the legislation was to 
provide, in one statute, for standards and grading 

for all agricultural products formerly covered by the 
Canada Dairy Products Act, the Fruit, Vegetables and 
Honey Act, the Live Stock and Live Stock Products Act, 
the Maple Products Industry Act and parts of the Meat 
and Canned Foods Act. It was modelled after the 

Canada Dairy Products Act and provided authority for 
establishing substantially the same regulations as 
those in effect under these acts. "Agricultural pro- 
duct" in the new act was defined as livestock (including 
fur-bearing animals raised in captivity), eggs, poultry, 
milk, vegetables, fruit, honey and maple syrup, and 
products thereof. The legislation provided that grades 
for agricultural products could be established by 
regulation, with appropriate grade names, and that 
grades, packing and marking requirements were to 

apply on movements in interprovincial and export 

trade. Regulations could be made prohibiting exports, 
imports and movements from one province to another unless 


agricultural products complied with prescribed re- 


quirements, had been prepared in accordance with pre- 
scribed conditions and were packed and marked as pre- 
scribed. There was provision for the licensing of 
dealers and the appointment of inspectors. The 
legislation was to come into force on a day prescribed 
by the Governor in Council. The intention was to make 
regulations covering specific products, revoking the 
regulations under the present acts. When all existing 
regulations had been replaced the present acts could 
be submitted to parliament for amendment or repeal. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.5404; An Act to Establish 
National Standards for Agricultural Products and to 
Regulate International and Interprovincial Trade in 
Agricultural Products). 


Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Act.— Royal Assent was 
given to a bill to amend the Prairie Farm Rehabilitation 
Act. Section 9 was amended to raise to $15,000 the 
amount for which contracts could be entered into by 
Ministerial authority. The increase from $10,000 was 

to make the legislation consistent with existing 
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Ministerial authority in the Financial Administration 
Act and regulations. Sections 10 and 11 wer repealed. 
The repeal meant that PFRA land transactions would be 
dealt with in the same manner as land transactions 
involving government departments and that the purchase 
of machinery and equipment would be subject to the 
provisions of the Financial Administration Act and 
regulations. Disposal of any surplus machinery or equipment 
would be made under the ‘terms of the Surplus Crown 
Assets Act. (House of Commons Debates, p.5404; An 

Act to amend the Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Act)’. 


Customs Act.- Royal Assent was given to a bill to 

amend the Customs Act. The purpose of the new 
legislation was to verify and bring up to date certain 
sections of the Customs Act. Formerly persons were 
required to report to customs only when onveying 
dutiable goods. A new provision required all persons 

to report. This had in effect been normal practice 

and it was considered desirable to incorporate the 
requirement in the law because the Department of 
National Revenue administered regulations other than 
those dealing with customs including health of animals, 
insect infestations and diseases of animals. The valuation 
sections were amended to clarify and confirm the present 
principles of valuation and to limit the time of appeals 
against tariff classification or appraisal of the value 
for duty to sixty days. The Tariff Board was empowered 
to hear appeals from departmental rulings affecting 
export as well as domestic drawbacks. The importer 

as well as the person acquiring the goods was made 
liable for the duties applicable and penalties were 
provided for failure to report. A lien holder was given 
60 instead of 30 days in which to apply for a judicial 
order declaring his interest in goods or vehicles seized 
under the Act. (House of Commons Debates, p.5404; An 
Act to amend the Customs Act). 


Meat Inspection Act.~ The Meat Inspection Bill re- 
ceived Royal Assent. It contained the substance of 
the meat inspection provisions of the Meat and Canned 
Foods Act. The provisions of the new legislation did 
not differ materially from those already in effect. 
They dealt with sanitary and health matters. The 
legislation was to come into force when proclaimed 

by the Governor in Council; when the necessary re- 
gulations had been made the corresponding regulations 
under the Meat and Canned Foods Act would be revoked. 
(House of Commons Debates, p. 5404; An Act respecting 
the Inspection of Meat and Meat Products Entering into 
International and Interprovincial Trade). 


June 29 


June 30 


June 30 
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Butter Export.— The Parliamentary Assistant to the 
Minister of Agriculture said no export sales of butter 
had been made directly by the Agricultural Prices Support 
Board. One sale of approximately 300,000 lb. of un- 
salted butter destined for Europe had been made to a 
private exporter on the understanding that an equivalent 
quantity of butter from price support storage stocks 
would be delivered to the exporter at the equivalent of 
the European price at the time of sale with allowances 
for point of delivery, salt content and other factors. 
The exact price would be settled after the export was 
completed. There were no other definite proposals 

under consideration for the exportation of butter. Later 
the Prime Minister said there was no intention anywhere 
of subsidizing the delivery of butter by communist 
governments to their own people, but a desire to maintain 
a stable condition in the marketing of dairy products 

in Canada. Institutions had been supplied with all the 
butter they were willing to take at a lower price and 
there was still something over and above the normal 
amounts the Department of Agriculture felt were necessary 
to carry through to another season. It was felt it 

would be preferable to have somebody eat the butter 
rather than have it spoil. An arrangement with friendly 
countries would be looked upon by New Zealand, for 
instance, as rather an unfriendly act, and possibly as 
spoiling a part of their market for their product. 

(House of Commons Debates, pp. 5424, 5426-7). 


Spanish Trade Agreement.- Instruments ratifying the Canada- 
Spain Trade Agreement were exchanged in Ottawa. The 
agreement, signed in 1954, provided for the exchange of 
most-—favoured-nation treatment with respect to customs 
duties and related matters. Both countries agreed not 

to impose discriminatory import or exchange restrictions, 
except for balance of payments reasons. Any such re- 
strictions were not to discriminate between dollar 
countries. The Spanish Government undertook to make 
available import licenses and dollar exchange for a 
specified minimum quantity of imports from dollar 
countries of dried salted codfish. Canada reduced 

duties on olives, dutiable olive oil, almonds and paprika. 
(Department of External Affairs press release). 


Bacon Packaging.- After this date action was to be taken 
against packers and vendors marketing bacon in red 
striped packages. The decision was made following con- 
sideration of information on existing stocks of bacon 
wrappers and the time needed to prepare new wrappers. 
(Department of National Health and Welfare. To: 

Packers and Vendors of Bacon, March 4, April 14). 


July l 


July 4 


July 6 


July 7 
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U.K. Cheese Imports.- The U.K. Board of Trade announced 
that further imports of North American cheese ceuld be 
made until June 30, 1956 under specific licences. The 
quantity allowed under each licence depended on the amount 
of the 1954-55 licence used. (Board of Trade Notice to 
Importers No. 737). 


U.S. Rye Quota.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce said 
that during the current year the United States had im- 
posed a quota on imports of rye of 3,350,000 bushels. 

A reference had been made to the Tariff Commission on 

the continuation of the quota. After hearing witnesses 

the Tariff Commission recommended to the President that 

the quota for the coming year be reduced to 1,650,000 
bushels. Strong representations were made to the President 
and the executive that this violated the traditional 
pattern of trade with the United States. As a result the 
President did not act on the report of the Tariff Commission 
but set the same quota as was in effect (3,350,000 bushels 
a year). Canada was asked whether a one year or a two year 
quota was preferable. In the circumstances the government 
suggested that a two year quota would be preferable. Until 
the situation changed to the extent that the quota could 

be dropped, the amount of 3,350,000 bushels was reasonable, 
representing about the average sales of rye in that 

market over the last ten years. (House of Commons Debates, 
p.5621). 


Colombo Plan.~ An exchange of notes was signed in Colombo 
by representatives of the Ceylonese and Canadian governments 
to bring into effect the program of aid which Canada was 
undertaking in Ceylon in 1955-56 under the Colombo Plan. 

The total was to be about $2 million. Assistance in the 
form of capital equipment or services was to make up about 
$1,221,000. The balance was to be in the form of flour 
which would be sold locally for Ceylon rupees to be used 

to finance local costs of agreed developmental projects. 
Canada undertook to finance an aerial survey in Ceylon, 

to aid Ceylon in its resettlement program and in planning 
generally of the island's economic development. (Department 
of External Affairs press release). : 


Wheat Sale to Poland.- The Export Credits €orporation was 
given authority to enter into the proposed contracts of 
insurance to cover shipments of wheat to Poland until the 
spring of 1956. During the debates in the House of Commons 
on the sale of wheat to Poland the Minister of Finance 

said the proposal was that 15 per cent of the purchase 
price would be paid by the government of Poland and the 
remainder financed in the normal way by bank credit. 

(House of Commons Debates, July 1, pp.5556-8; July 8, 

pp. 5859-60; P.C. 1955 - 1034, July 7). 
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July 8 Wheat Sale to Hungary.- The Prime Minister said no 
decisions had been made on other deals of a similar 
nature to that with Poland. There had been some 
possibility of a sale of wheat to Hungary but the 
Original suggestion was for a cash payment of only 
ten per cent. The Canadian government felt this 
was not sufficient and had informed the Hungarian 
government that if there were a cash payment of 15 
per cent an insurance policy for repayment of the 
balance within 12 months could be authorized. The Prime 
Minister said further that there was, in the recent 
sales, no attempt to create loss-leader sales as a 
retaliation against United States” policy and United 
States’ law did not permit that country to make sales 
to the countries with which Canada had been dealing. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp.5859+60) . 


July 13 Senate Standing Committee on Canadian Trade Relations.- 
The committee presented the Senate with a report on 


its inquiry into the most practical steps toward 
further implementation of Article 2 of the North 
Atlantic Treaty. The report said the committee had 
heard submissions from two leading members of FAO. 

It had been hoped that it would have been possible 

to present a final report but an analysis of the sub- 
missions would require concentrated study by persons 
qualified to assist the committee in the preparation 
of recommendations. The committee recommended that 
it be reconstituted at the next session of parliament, 
hoping that the basic work would have been finished 
between sessions, and that a final submission could 
be made as early as possible next session. (Debates 
of the Senate, July 13, p.791; July 14, p.806). 


July 14 Cheese and Flour Advertising.— The Minister of Trade and 
Commerce, explaining a $90,000 item in the Department 
of Trade and Commerce estimates to be used for advertising 
Canadian cheese, flour and timber in the United Kingdom, 
said that Canada was starting again to advertise cheese 
in the United Kingdom, where a quality market was being 
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built up slowly. (House of Commons Debates, pp. 
6168-9) . 


July 15 Selkirk Wheat.- The special restrictions on the export 
from Canada of Registered, Certified and Commercial 
supplies of Selkirk wheat were removed. The export 
of Registered and Certified seed was to be authorized 
under individual export permits on the same terms as 
for other varieties, namely that satisfactory evidence 
was to be submitted that the seed wheat was being ex- 
ported for seeding purposes only within the country 
of destination indicated. Exports of Registered seed 
oats and barley were to be permitted under a blanket 
export permit issued in the name of the Plant Products 
Division, Department of Agriculture, Ottawa. (Canadian 
Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade, Shippers and 
Exporters No. 2). 


July 21 Animal Contagious Diseases Act.- Section 183 of the 
Animal Contagious Diseases Regulations (P.C. 1954 - 


1968 of December 16, 1954, as amended), dealing with 
the certification of imports of animal feeding stuffs, 
such as grains,mill feeds and beet pulp, was amended 
to include trade commissioners and agricultural 
secretaries in the list of officials who might certify 
that the products to be shipped complied with the 
requirements. These covered the use of new and second 
hand bags, and the disinfection of cars, trucks and 
other means of transporting the product to the ship. 

A new clause provided that peas and beans not intended 
for use in feeding livestock could be shipped without 
the precautions stipulated elsewhere in the section 

if accompanied by a sworn declaration from the importer 
stating the intended use of the shipment and that it 
was in new bags. (P.C. 1955 —- 1080). 


July 21 Food and Drugs Act.— A number of amendments were made 
to the Food and Drug Regulations. A new heading "Meat 

Specialties" was added, under which were sections de- 
fining packs containing wieners and beans, Other 
changes limited to iron oxide the heavy metal content 
of food coloring, changed the permitted ingredients in 
pickle for meat preservation and in Class IV preser- 
vatives and stated that the strength of vinegar, when 
referred to on a label or in an advertisement, was to 
be calculated in terms of acetic acid. (P.C. 1955 - 1093). 


July 26 Food and Drugs Act.- It was announced that a review 
had been made of labelling requirements for products 
sold under the designation "mock", such as "Mock 
Chicken Loaf", Such products contained no chicken 
and were not to be considered standard meat loaf or 
meat roll items as defined in Section B. 14.035 of the 
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Food and Drug Regulations. For this reason a list of 
ingredients was to be displayed on the label, such as 
meat, meat by-product, cereal, spices, and any other 
ingredients in descending order by proportions. These 
products were, however, considered as “prepared meat” 
or “prepared meat by-products” and as such had to 
comply with cereal and moisture limitations, as outlined 
in the Food and Drug Regulations, Section B. 14.030. 
Producers of "mock chicken" products were permitted to 
use existing stocks of labels but were to submit re- 
vised designs to comply with the new requirements. 
(Health of Animals Division Circular 1955 - 60). 


July 27 Butter Prices.— The Agricultural Prices Support Board 
began to offer butter at 58 cents per lb. 


July 28 Prorogation of Parliament.- Parliament was prorogued 
on July 28. The Speech from the Throne referred to 
policies aimed at securing the most favourable export 
markets for the products of Canada's labour and land 
and said that at the GATT Review Canadian delegates 
were active in supporting a policy of removing trade 
restrictions and negotiating improved tariff arrange- 
ments. (House of Commons Debates, pp.6964-5). 


July 28 Customs Tariff.- Royal Assent was given to a bill to 
amend the Customs Tariff. Provision was made for the 
application of a special additional duty on goods 
which had been state subsidized, to apply on goods 
of a class or kind made in Canada being subsidized 
by a government or government agency abroad. The 
additional duty which tould be levied on such imports 
was to equal the amount of the subsidy. Tariff 
changes were made on a number of items. The duty 
was eliminated or reduced on brooders for farm 
animals, certain components of feedstuffs, sweet 
potato seedlings and poultry eviscerating equipment. 
Changes were made in the tariff items covering 
Sugar, syrups and molasses, in an effort to keep 
the tariff abreast of technical changes. The MFN 

*e duty on canned fruit mixtures containing peaches, pears 
or apricots was raised from one cent per pound to 
two cents. The British Preferential and MFN duties 
on canned peaches were reduced % cent per lb. making 
the respective rates 144 cents and two cents. The 
MFN rate on melons n.o.p. (tariff item 95a) was re- 
duced from two cents each to free. The special additional 
duty section of the act came into effect on June 3, 1955, the_ 
Budget changes in customs duties on April 6, 1955 and other 
changes, including those on fruits, on June 3, 1955. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.6964; An Act to amend the 
Customs Tariff). 


July 28 


July 28 


July 28 
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“August 3 


SPO oe 


Prairie Farm Assistance Act.-— Royal Assent was given 
to a bill to amend the Prairie Farm Assistance Act. 

The new legislation gave the Department of Agriculture 
authority to make payments on land which could not be 
seeded or summerfallowed because of natural causes 
beyond the farmer’s control. The act was.also amended 
to provide that blocks of six or more sections excluded 
from payment within eligible townships were to be 
rectangular instead of irregular. This was the situation 
that existed before 1950 and it was reintroduced as the 
provision for excluding irregular blocks had given 

rise to administrative difficulties. (House of 

Commons Debates, p.6964; An act to amend the Prairie 
Farm Assistante Act). 


Transport Act.— Royal Assent was given to a bill to 
amend sections 32 and 33 of the Transport Act. The 
purpose of the amendment was to give effect to the 
recommendations of the Report of the Royal Commission 
on Agreed Charges. Under the new legislation railways 
were to be permitted to put agreed charge agreements 
into effect on 20 days‘ notice without prior approval 
of the Board of Transport Commissioners. Steamship 
lines were to be permitted to become parties to 

agreed charges on meeting certain conditions and United 
States" railway companies could participate in agreed 
charge agreements initiated by Canadian railways. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.6964; An act to amend 

the Transport Act). 


Label Desigqns.- A request was issued to packers, 
processors and printers to follow certain procedures 

in submitting label designs. Information was requested 
on whether the design was to be used beyond the pre- 
sent year, what type of package it was for (picture pack, 
flat pack, wrap-around etc.), whether it was a modification 
of an earlier design and, if so, when the design was 
approved, whether the package would be transparent, 
opaque or closed, what the colour scheme would be and 
whether the package was designed for consumer or trade 
use. (Health of Animals Division Circular 1955 - 61). 


GATT Tariff Negotiations.— Canadian exporters, importers 
and manufacturers were invited to provide information 
relating to a possible round of tariff negotiations 

under GATT, They were asked to submit official lists 

with regard to the United States’ tariff by August 15 

and briefs by September 15 if possible. (Department 

of External Affairs press release). 


Cattle Shipping Fever.- Kesults were announced of a survey 
made by Department of Agriculture veterinary officers into 
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the value of anti-serum and bacterin as preventives 

of cattle shipping fever in movements from western to eastern 
Canada. The survey showed that anti-serum in commercially 
practical doses gave little protection. Of 4,000 cattle 
inoculated 266 or 6.5 per cent were sick with shipping 
fever on arrival and 35 died. Of 3,200 untreated con- 
trols, 177 or 5.4 per cent were sick on arrival and 30 
died. As a result of the findings the Department dis- 
continued the distribution of anti-serum for use at 

public stockyards where cattle were assembled for ship- 
ment. More favorable results were obtained from the 

use of bacterin. Of the 2,100 animals inoculated on 

the ranch before shipment only 49,or 2.3 per cent, 

were sick on arrival, with ten dying. Field investigations 
and trials were to be carried out in the fall using 
bacterins developed by the Animal Pathology Division. 

(Farm News Press Clip Sheet). 


Bulb Imports.- Plans were being made to provide in- 
spection in the Netherlands of consignments of bulbs 
imported into Canada from that country. Arrangements 
were being worked out by the Canada Department of 
Agriculture, the Netherlands Inspection Service and 
the Netherlands Bulb Exporters’ Association. It was 
expected that the normal re-inspection service in 
Canada would be largely eliminated and that delays 

at the port of importation and inspection on the pre- 
mises of importers would be avoided. Three members 
of the Plant Protection Division were in the Netherlands 
to establish the pre-shipment inspection and two were 
to stay until the heavy bulb importing season was 
over in about three months. (Farm News Press Clip 
Sheet). 


USSR Agricultural Delegation.- Members of the delegation 


of Russian agriculturists who had been touring the 

United States arrived in Canada. They spent two weeks 

in this country touring agricultural areas, particularly 
the large scale grain growing areas of the west and the 
livestock and forage crop areas of the east. (Department 
of Agriculture press releases). 


Freight Rates.- The Board of Transport Commissioners 
issued a judgment giving the railways a tentative 
authorization to increase by about ten per cent the 
freight rates on local movements of grain in western 
Canada. A final order was not to be issued until the 
board held hearings in November, but the increase was 
scheduled to come into effect on January 1, 1956. It 
was directed at bringing more into line the local rates 
in eastern and western Canada but did not affect the 
Crowsnest Pass export rates. 


September 1 
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ee ae 


Animal Contagious Diseases Act.- Section 181(3) of the 
Animal Contagious Diseases Regulations (P.C. 1954 -— 1968, 
December 16, 1954 as amended) was amended to substitute 
the importer for the shipper as the person against whom 
charges were to be assessed when an inspector caused 
packages to be opened in which he suspected the mer- 
chandise to be packed in hay, straw or other raw product 
of the soil. The regulation applied only on imports from 
countries other than the United States, New Zealand and 
Australias (P.0.."1955.— 1244) 


Apple Marketing.- The Minister of Agriculture was 
granted authority, under the Agricultural Products Co- 
operative Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement 
with La Cooperative Monteregienne of the Town of 
Rougemont in the Province of Quebec in connection with 
the marketing of apples produced in the fruit growing 
districts of the province in 1955 to be processed and 
sold in the form of apple juice, apple sauce, apple 
pulp or apple jelly. (P.C. 1955 - 1335). 


Fruit Marketing.— The Minister of Agriculture was 
granted authority, under the Agricultural Products 
Co-operative Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement 
with British Columbia Tree Fruits Ltd., Kelowna, B.C. 
in connection with the marketing of apricots, peaches 
and prunes produced in 1955 in the Okanagan Valley of 
the province. (bP.C. 1955 - 1337). 


Seeds Marketing.— The Minister of Agriculture was 
granted authority, under the Agricultural Products 
Co-operative Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement 
with the Saskatchewan Forage Crop Growers’ Co-operative 
Marketing Association Ltd., Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, 
in connection with the marketing of forage crop seeds 
produced in the province in 1955. The association was 
the selling agency for 16 co-operatives, (P.C. 1955 - 
1336) : 


Wheat Price.- The ten cent premium charged on durum 
wheat sold domestically was dropped. (Current Review, 
November) . 


Seeds Act.— A number of changes were made in the re- 
gulations established under the Seeds Act. There was 

a reduction in the number of weed seeds allowed in the 
Table of Standards for seed wheat, oats, barley, rye, 

flax, alfalfa, clovers and grass and grass mixtures 
commonly used on farms. Apart from the reclassification of 
Yellow Rocket or Winter Cress from a secondary to a 

primary noxious weed seed classification most other 

changes represented adjustments in procedure. (Ministerial 
Order) . 
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September 17 U.K. Apple Imports.-— Details were announced of the 
United Kingdom import quotas for North American apples 
in 1955-56. Imports from Canada were to be admitted 
to the value of £990,000 (92,712,600) f.0.b., of which 
one-sixth would be admitted before December 31, 1955. 


September 26 United States-Canadian Committee on Trade and Economic 
Affairs.— The committee met in Ottawa on September 
26. It was the second meeting of the group, consisting 
of the United States’ Secretaries of State, the Treasury, 
Agriculture and Commerce,and the Canadian Secretary of 
State for External Affairs and Ministers of Trade and 
Commerce and Defence Production, Agriculture, and 
Finance, A communique was issued in which the committee 
noted that difficult, but it was hoped temporary, pro- 
blems in trade existed as a result of the accumulation 
of large quantities of some agricultural products in 
several countries. These problems could adversely 
affect trade in such products and might also have 
damaging consequences for international trade generally. 
It was agreed that there should be closer consultation 
in an effort to avoid interference with normal commercial 
marketings. (Department of External Affairs press release). 


October 3 German Grain Delegation.— Three senior officials of 
the Ministry of Food and Agriculture in the Federal 
Republic of Germany arrived in Ottawa on October 2. 
They started their Canadian tour in Vancouver on 
September 11 and had been making first hand studies 
of the production, grading, milling, storage and mer- 
chandising of Canadian wheat and other grains. The 
delegation, in Canada at the invitation of the Canadian 
Wheat Board, inspected grain elevators and port facilities 
in Vancouver and grain handling during the harvesting 
period in southern Alberta and Saskatchewan. In Winnipeg 
the German officials had talks with representatives 
of the Canadian Wheat Board and the Board of Grain 
Commissioners and visited the Dominion Laboratories 
of Plant Pathology and of Cereal Breeding. They flew 
to Churchill to inspect the grain elevators and port 
facilities and later studied grain handling methods 
at Port Arthur and Fort William. In Ottawa they had 
discussions with officials of the Departments of Trade 
and Commerce and Agriculture and studied the plant breed- 
ing work being undertaken at the Central Experimental 
Farm, (Department of Trade and Commerce Press release). 


October 7 Feed Freight Assistance.- The regulations respecting 
feed freight assistance (P.C. 1955 — 138, January 26, 
1955) were amended to provide that shipments from 
Fort Churchill to eastern Canada would be eligible for 
payments under the program. The amendment became effective 
on October 3. (P.C. 1955 - 1497). 


October 7 
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Fruit, Vegetables and Honey Act.- The Fruit, Vegetables 
and Honey Regulations of March 1, 1955 were amended 


as they applied to honey. A revised section 58(4) 
deleted the requirement that a declaration of foreign 
origin be placed on retail containers of imported honey 
repacked in Canada. It was necessary for the name of 
the country of origin to be declared on the shipping 
carton only. Section 85(2) (a) was amended to delete 

the words “Canada" or “Canadian" from the wrappers 

or enclosures of honey in all stages of the marketing 
process. The word “honey” was still to appear. (SOR/55 - 
388) . 


Seeds Act.— Two amendments were made to the Seeds 
Regulations established on October 21, 1954. In 
section 25(1) the reference to flax was deleted. The 
amendment meant that unlicensed varieties of flax could 
be imported, subject to the requirements of the section. 
By the addition of Note 4 to Table 2 of Schedule B the 
presence of true loose smut in barley eligible for 
registration was to be determined by the embryo test 
method, instead of by crop inspection, as had been the 
practice. A tolerance of four per cent was to apply 

on all Registered grades. The embryo test method 

had been applied successfully for the past three years, 
by request of a group of growers, to Registered barley 
grown in the Kelvington district of Saskatchewan. 
(SOR/55 ~ 393). 


Turkey Marketing.- The Minister of Agriculture was 
granted authority, under the Agricultural Products 
Co-operative Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement 
with La Societe Cooperative Avicole Kegionale of the 
Town of Saint—Damase, P.Q., in connection with the 
marketing of turkeys produced in the province in 1955 
to be processed and sold in the form of dressed turkey. 
(P.C. 1955 - 1582). 


Apple Advertising.- The Department of Agriculture was 
given authority to assist, on a dollar for dollar 

basis, the apple advertising campaign being undertaken 

by the industry. The Department's expenditures were to 

be limited to $12,000. The promotion, by means of 

posters and radio and television advertising, was under- 
taken by the Canadian Horticultural Council, in co- 
operation with the Canadian Fruit Wholesalers’ Association, 
and growers’ organizations in the main producing provinces. 
(P.C., 1955 92/1533): 


USSR Trade Agreement.- During the visit to the USSR of 
the Secretary of State for External Affairs there were 
exploratory talks on the possibility of concluding a 
trade agreement between Canada and the USSR on a 
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mutually beneficial basis and observing the most 
favoured nation principle. The desirability of 
measures directed towards the removal of barriers 

to international trade generally was recognized 

by both Ministers. There was sufficient measure 

of agreement to warrant the resumption shortly in 
Ottawa of negotiations started in Moscow. (Department 
of External Affairs press release). 


October 20 Wheat Marketing.~ United States and Canadian officials 
met in Washington to discuss problems of United States - 
Canadian competition for world wheat markets. The U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture, at the September meeting of 
the Joint United States-Canadian Committee on Trade 
and Economic Affairs, suggested the meeting as a 
result of the protest of the Canadian Minister of 
Trade and Commerce that United States wheat export 
policies were disrupting Canadian markets. (USDA- 
2735-55) . 


October 25 Apple Exports.— Action was taken under section 47(a) 
of the Fruit, Vegetable and Honey Regulations to 
limit apple shipments to the United Kingdom to fruit 
in the top grades. Inspectors were instructed to 
certify only "Canada Extra Fancy" and “Canada Fancy” 
grades for all varieties except Golden Russet, which 
could still be shipped at the minimum Canada “C™ grade. 
(Fruit and Vegetable Division: Memorandum to Inspectors). 


October 26 Census.- A proclamation was issued fixing June 1, 1956 
as the day for starting the census of population and 
agriculture. The proclamation also extended the census 
to the whole of Canada. Under the provisions of the 
Statistics Act a census was to be taken in June 1956 
in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. (SOR/55 — 450). 


November 1 Seed Wheat Export Permits.- The Canadian Wheat Board 
altered its procedure applying to the export of re- 
gistered and certified seed wheat. The Board was to 
issue export permits where satisfactory evidence was 
submitted with the individual application that the 
seed wheat was to be exported to a country which had 
normally been a purchaser of such wheat and that the 
wheat was for use within that country and not for re- 
export. With applications for export permits to des- 
tinations other than normal markets the Board might 
require satisfactory evidence that the wheat was 
intended for seeding purposes and would not be re- 
exported or used for human consumption. All registered 
and certified seed wheat for which export permits were 
granted was to be packed in sacks, sealed in accordance 
with the requirements of the Plant Products Division, 
Department of Agriculture. The instructions superseded 
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those in the paragraph dealing with registered and cer- 
tified seed wheat in the Canadian Wheat Board‘s 
Instructions to the Trade; Shippers and Exporters 

No. 2, July 15, 1955. (Canadian Wheat Board: In- 
structions to the Trade, Shippers and Exporters No. 9). 


Fruits, Vegetables and Honey Act.- The regulations under 
the act were amended, effective November 14, to provide 
for changes in the size requirements for Canada No. 1 
Grade potatoes. The amended regulations increased from 
two inches to 2 1/4 inches the minimum size for Canadian 
grown Canada No. 1 Grade round white and red skinned 
varieties of potatoes entering interprovincial or 

export trade. For long shaped varieties the minimum 
diameter was increased from 1% inches to two inches. 

The maximum size of four inches remained unchanged. 

The only exception was for “new” potatoes available 

in the spring and early summer months, which could 
continue to be graded to the 1 7/8 inch minimum diameter. 
Potatoes entering Canada from the United States had 

to meet the grade requirements of U.S. No. 1 Grade 

and in addition, the size requirements of Canada No. 1 
Grade. (SOR/55 - 413). 


Flour Donation.— The Government of Canada was to make 
a contribution of $50,000 for relief assistance in the 
Barbados, Grenada and British Honduras, in the form 

of flour to be divided equally between the three 
colonies. The flour was to be distributed by local 
authorities to assist in relieving food shortages 
which had developed as a result of damage to crops 
caused by Hurricane Janet. The Canadian Red Cross 

was to pay shipping charges. (Department of External 
Affairs press release). 


Grain Situation.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
reviewed the grain situation, saying that the problem 
was solely one of converting farm stored grain into 
dollars in the hands of the producer. The first main 
reason for the marketing difficulties was that western 
Canada had produced four very big crops in five years, 
leading to serious congestion in elevators and slow 
deliveries by producers. The second reason was the 
surplus disposal activity of the United States. Of 
the ways employed to dispose of wheat, Canada took 
the strongest exception to the method of offering 
limited quantities of grain by auction to the highest 
bidder, as this destroyed the confidence of the 

world price structure. There could be no doubt 

that the methods used by the United States to dispose 
of its wheat surplus had been harmful not only to 
Canada, but to the wheat situation in general. 
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There had however been some significant changes in 
United States’ policies as a result of representations 
made by Canada. It wasnevertheless unrealistic to 
suppose that the United States would abandon its sur- 
plus disposal activities but he thought both the 
Administration and Congress would be prepared to 
listen to reason, He did not see how Canada could 

go on selling wheat for dollars to its best customers 
and offer it for local currencies to others. Asa 
third reason for the present marketing difficulties 
the Minister mentioned subsidization of wheat pro- 
duction in many countries, which he considered one 

of the chief reasons for the current world surplus 

of wheat. The Government of Canada would do every 
thing in its power to influence other countries to 
abandon production of high-cost wheat. This was 

one of the principal reasons why Canada continued 

to support the idea of an International Wheat Agree- 
ment. (Address by ... Minister of Trade and Commerce 
to the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool in Regina, Sask. ... 
November 5 ...). 


November 5 Loans to Grain Producers.~ Arrangements were announced 
which would facilitate the granting of loans by 
chartered banks to prairie grain producers. The maximum 
loan was to be $1,500, available to producers unable 
to deliver grain because of congested storage conditions. 
If the value of the grain the producer might become en- 
titled to deliver in the current crop year was less than 
$3,000 or if he had delivered grain against 1955-56 
delivery quotas the loans were to be correspondingly 
lower than $1,500. The rate of interest was not to 
exceed five per cent per annum, simple interest, and the 
maximum authorized for guaranteed loans by all banks was 
$50 million. The government's liability was not to 
arise until October 1, 1956 and was limited to loans 
made between November 15, 1955 and June 1, 1956 and, in 
the case of each bank, to 15 per cent of total guaranteed 
loans to an aggregate principal amount of $100,000 and 
ten per cent of an aggregate principal amount exceeding 
$100,000. A producer receiving a loan was to apply at 
least one-half of the proceeds of each delivery of 
grain against repayment of the loan. (Department of 
Trade and Commerce press release) . 


{ The regulations 
under the act respecting the Improvement of Poultry and 
Sale of Chicks (P.C. 4536, November 28, 1952) were 
amended to allow hatchery operators to advertise their 
own distinctive brand names of chicks within the require- 
ments of the present .regulations without having to 
disclose the breeding of such chicks. The change. was 
made effective by revoking paragraph (m) of section 20 


November 9 
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of the regulations. The change was designed to en- 
courage hatchery operators to use Canadian breeding 
stock developed as a result of the Department ‘s 
breeding policy. (P.C. 1955 — 1665). 


November 16 Hog Marketing.- Because of changes in the Ontario Hog 
Producers’ Marketing Scheme, made following the amend- 
ment of the Ontario Farm Products Marketing Act, the 
authority extending powers under the Agricultural Pro- 
ducts Marketing Act was re-issued. The order in council 
revoked P.C. 1953 - 988 of July 2, 1953 and granted the 
Ontario Farm Products Marketing Board, the Ontario Hog 
Producers’ Marketing Board and the Ontario Hog Producers’ 
Co-operative authority to exercise in interprovincial and 
export trade specified powers over the marketing of hogs 
produced in the designated area, corresponding with 
powers which the agencies were granted within the pro- 
vince by provincial legislation. No fundamental differ- 
ence in principle was involved in the new regulations. 
(P.Cc. 1955 - 1713). “S 


November 18 Wheat Exchange.- The Canadian Wheat Board stated that 
it would permit elevator companies to exchange with pro- 
ducers on a bushel for bushel basis, Board stocks of No. 
5, No. 6 and Feed Wheat (including Toughs) for wheat 
grading No. 1 to No. 4 Northern (including Toughs). 

The exchanges were on the basis of payment to the pro- 
ducer of the Board's initial payment spreads between 
the grades exchanged, less the company’s charge for 
such service. The Canadian Wheat Board decided to allow 
such exchanges because of applications received from 
producers holding high grade wheat who needed wheat for 
feeding purposes; and requests from some elevator com- 
panies. (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the 
Trade No. 18). 


November 18 Qats Prices.— The 1954-55 oats pool was closed. The 
. surplus available for distribution was $3,780,000 and 

deliveries were 69,581,000 bushels, making an average 
final payment of nearly 5% cents per bushel. On No. 
3 C.W. oats the final payment was 6.172 cents per 
bushel. (Department of Trade and Commerce press release, 
November 30; F.C. 1955 - 1785, P.C. 1955 — 1786, 
November 30). 


November 21 Freight Rates.— The Board of Transport Commissioners 
agreed to adjourn until February 7, 1956 hearings on 
its proposal to increase by about ten per cent the 
freight rates on local movements of grain in western 
Canada. The increase had been scheduled to go into 
effect on January 1 but was postponed until after 
the hearings. The four western provinces had asked 
the Board for an extensive adjournment of the hearings 
in order that the railways might be asked to provide 
more information. 


November 21 


November 21 


November 25 


December 1 
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Barley Price.— It was announced that the Canadian 

Wheat Board had closed the 1954-55 barley pool, effective 
November 4. The surplus for distribution to western 
producers was $6,537,000 and the amount delivered 112.4 
million bushels, which gave an average final payment of 
9.814 cents per bushel. The final payment on No. 3 C.W. 
six-row barley was 4.456 cents per bushel. (Department 
of Trade and Commerce press release). 


Grain Exchange.— The Canadian Wheat Board stated that 
it would exchange, for lower grades, grades of wheat 
(other than durum), oats and barley which were suitable 
for seeding. Producers could secure a maximum of 500 
bushels of any variety of red spring wheat grading Nos. 
1, 2 or 3 Northern by delivering an equal quantity of 
lower grade wheat. They were to make a cash settlement 
for the difference in grade price, on the basis of the 
Canadian Wheat Board's domestic sale prices. For oats 
and barley the maximum quantity of low grade grain 
which could be exchanged for higher grades was 300 
bushels. The exchange was to be on a bushel for 

bushel basis with a cash settlement as for wheat. 
Producers who required durum wheat for seeding pur- 
poses were required to purchase it at the Board’s regular 
domestic sale prices. To assist in financing these pur- 
chases the Board was prepared to althowize producers +o 
deliver,, in addition to their quota, an equal quantity 
of spring wheat at the initial payment price, paying 
the difference in cash, (Canadian Wheat Board: In- 
structions to the Trade Nos. 19 and 20; Instructions 

to the Trade re Coarse Grains No. 7). 


Butter Sale.- The Agricultural Prices Support Board 
had negotiated a contract with a Dutch firm for the 
sale of up to 3,300 metric tons (7.3 million 1b.) of 
government~held 1954 make butter. The butter was des— 
tined for East Germany. The sale price was 37 cents per 
lb. Ist Grade f.0.b. Montreal. 


Grain Quotas.-— The Canadian Wheat Board authorized 
producers in Manitoba and Saskatchewan, whose delivery 
points were on a specified acreage quota, to deliver 

a supplementary quota of 1,000 bushels of oats grading 
Extra No. One Feed or higher. The supplementary quota 
was to be extended automatically to stations still on 

a unit quota as they were placed on a specified acreage 
quota. In Alberta producers were authorized to deliver 
1,000 bushels of No. 3 C.W. 6 Row barley on the under- 
standing that such barley would be sold to the elevator 
company for board account at time of delivery. (Canadian 
Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade re Quotas Nos. 
38 and 39, December 1). 
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December 5 Federal-Provincial Agricultural Conference.- The 
annual Federal-Provincial Agricultural Conference met 


in Ottawa from December 5 to 8. The address of welcome 
was delivered by the Minister of Agriculture who devoted 
most of his talk to the price support policy. He out- 
lined the reasons for the butter price support program. 
Referring to the current situation he said that if 20 
million lb. were exported there would be no more butter 
in storage from January 1 on than the average amount 

in the last five years. Even if the cost of stabilizing 
prices in 1955-56 were $3 million the total cost over 
six years would not have amounted to one-fifth of a cent 
a pound. The Dairy Council had said that as a result the 
farmer had received 15 per cent more of the retail price 
than he did before. Closing the conference the Minister 
said he had agreed with provincial ministers to call 
another meeting later in the year to go over the results 
of the conference and a small meeting on federal-pro- 
vincial marketing arrangements. 


December 6 Grain Loans.— The Canadian Wheat Board issued a copy 
of the regulations setting out the procedure for the 
repayment of bank loans to grain producers. They stated 
that it was not necessary for the bank or the borrower 
to obtain a release or discharge of any security re- 
gistered against the grain at the time of application 
for the loan. The guarantee was to be limited to loans 
made between November 15, 1955 and June 1, 1956. To 
assure that half the proceeds of deliveries were 
applied to repay the loan the board instructed elevator 
companies to issue two grain tickets for each delivery, 
one for the producer showing the details of delivery 
and a deduction of one-half of the net proceeds, payable 
to the bank; the other the remaining half of the pro- 
ceeds payable to the lending bank and forwarded to the 
bank by the elevator operator. (Canadian Wheat Board. 
Instructions to the Trade No. 22). 


December 8 United Kingdom-Canada Continuing Committee on Trade an 
Economic Affairs.~ The committee met in Ottawa on 
December 8 and 9, under the chairmanship of the United 
Kingdom High Commissioner. Other U.K. officials present 
were the permanent secretaries or under secretaries 
from the Commonwealth Relations Office, the Board of 
Trade and the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, 
as well as a Treasury representative. The Canadian re- 
presentatives were the Deputy Ministers of Trade and 
Commerce, and Agriculture; the Assistant Deputy Minister, 
Department of Finance; and the Economic Adviser, Depart- 
ment of External Affairs. (Department of External 
Affairs press release, December 7) . 
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December 13 Potato Tariff Report.- The report of the Tariff Board 
on the potato industry (Reference No. 117) was made 
public. It contained a very full analysis of the factors 
affecting production, consumption, marketing, imports 
and exports of potatoes. There were no recommendations. 
The report stated that a basic factor in the situation 
facing the Canadian potato grower was the progressive 
decline in demand. It pointed to the trend towards con- 
centration of production in a relatively few specialized 
areas, accompanied by an increasing use of mechanized 
equipment.and an intensified use of fertilizer. Cash 
returns to the grower were related directly to the 
distance potatoes had to travel to market so that 
growers in Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick, with 
no large local market, received substantially less than 
growers as a whole. Stress was laid on the importance 
to Prince Edward Island of the certified seed potato 
market at home and abroad. The conclusion was reached 
that the loss of the seed potato quota in the United 
States would be very serious for Prince Edward Island 
and only slightly less disastrous. for New Brunswick. 

The board found that imports of table potatoes from 

the United States appeared to be attracted by higher 
Canadian prices which were frequently the result of 

a short Canadian crop. The so-called “new potatoes” 
entering in the spring and early summer months commanded 
a premium because they were new and would probably have 
entered whether there was a customs duty or not. The 
major concern of Canadian growers was the effect on 
domestic prices of an over supply of potatoes in the 
United States. (Report by the Tariff Board ... Potatoes). 


Ontario Marketing Legislation.- The Minister of Justice 
referred to the Supreme Court of Canada eight questions 

on the validity of Ontario's marketing legislation. 

The matters for consideration concerned the validity 

of the Ontario Farm Products Marketing Act, and of the 

hog marketing scheme and regulations established under 

it, The legality of fees charged in connection with the 
hog, peaches for processing and vegetables for processing 
schemes was also to be tested. The Supreme Court was asked 
to rule on a proposed amendment to the Ontario Farm 
Products Marketing Act to make it clear that the Ontario 
Farm Products Marketing Board could make regulations 
setting up local boards. If this amendment were valid 

the Supreme Court was asked to decide whether the Board 
could authorize a local board to impose fees on producers 
based on volume marketed and use the fees to equalize or 
adjust returms to producers. The Supreme Court hearing 
was subsequently set for April 24, 1956. (P.C. 1955 — 1865). 
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December 29 
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Canadian Wheat Board Act.- A judgment of Mr. Justice May- 
bank of the Manitoba Court of Queen's Bench upheld the 
Canadian Wheat Board Act as valid and constitutional. 

It had been challenged by a British Columbia turkey 
grower. 


Flour Measurement.— The Canadian Wheat Board issued 
instructions stating that it was abandoning the use 
of the barrel as a unit for measuring flour and sub- 
stituting the hundredweight.of 100 1b. From January l, 
1956 flour orders booked with the board were to be on 
the basis of 2.3 bushels of wheat per cwt. for patent 
flour and 1.7 bushels per cwt. for whole wheat flour. 
(Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade. 
Mills No. 7). 


Rabies Control.— It was stated that a meeting had been 
held in Toronto under the convenership of the Health 

of Animals,.Division to co-ordinate the work of all 
organizations concerned with rabies control in northern 
Ontario, Because of the difficulties. .. of making 
effecting the quarantine and restrictive orders affect- 
ing dogs, a policy of mass vaccination of dogs had 

been adopted. (Department of Agriculture press release). 


Egg Prices.- The Agricultural Prices Suppart Board 
was authorized, effective January 1, 1956, to offer to 
purchase during an appropriate period in 1956 Canadian 
shell eggs and egg products in such form as the board 
might specify. The price prescribed was 38 cents per 
dozen for Grade A large eggs at storage points with 
appropriate differentials for other grades of eggs and 
egg products plus an allowance for storage charges not 
to exceed five cents a dozen. (P.C. 1955 - 1901). 
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PREFACE 


This publication is the fifth in a series recording 
chronologically changes in federal policies affecting agriculture 
and events of importance in connection with such policies. 

In recording the sources of the items certain procedures 
have been followed. The date has been omitted where it is the 
same as that under which the item is listed. The initials “P.C.” 
refer to orders in council and “SOP” to statutory orders and 
regulations. As a rule new legislation is listed only when it 
receives Royal Assent or is gazetted. 

An index follows the chronological section of this 


bulletin. It begins on page 42. 
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A CHRONOLOGY FOR 1956 


Apple Exports to Germany.— The German Embassy in 
Ottawa stated that the West German government had 


granted permits to allow the importation of 150,000 
to 200,000 bushels of Canadian apples, with a value 
of about $600,000. The apples were to be bought 

by German traders from Canadian fruit companies, to 
help make up for the short German crop in 1955. It 
was the first time since before the war that Canada 
had supplied apples to the German market. Exports 
in the immediate prewar years were about 350,000 
bushels a year. 


Seed Grain.— The Canadian Wheat Board issued a 
statement of arrangements for producers wishing to 
purchase Registered or Certified seed wheat, oats 

or barley. Producers could purchase for seeding 
purposes up to 150 bushels of Registered or Certified 
grain through Crop Improvement Associations, the Crop 
Testing Plan, a bona fide dealer or a registered 
grower. In payment or part payment for the grain, 
and freight where shipped "freight collect", they 
could sell to an elevator company up to 400 bushels 
of commercial grain in excess of present or future 
delivery quotas. The arrangement was to end on 

June 30, 1956. (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions 
to the Trade re Quotas, No. 48, January 4; No. 63, 
February 7). 


Apple Price Support.-— The Agricultural Prices 
Support Board was authorized to provide a support 


price for apples produced in Nova Scotia in 1955. 

The program applied to Canada - "ancy or better grades 
of the main dessert varieties and guaranteed producers 
a minimum average return of one cent per lb. on de- 
liveries to the local warehouse or plant. In announc- 
ing the program the Minister of Agriculture said that 
while Nova Scotia was so far the only province to 
apply for assistance, applications from apple growers 
in commercial growing areas of any other province 
would receive consideration if a sufficient number 

of such producers were interested in making arrange- 
ments through their provincial government for the 
guarantee of a similar minimum return for top grade 
apples. The Minister also said that it was intended 
that there should be discussions with the Nova Scotia 
Department of Agriculture on a possible arrangement 
for that department to act as agent for the 
Agricultural Prices Support Board. (P.C. 1956-31; 
Department of Agriculture press release, January 6). 
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Potato Price Support.- The Agricultural Prices Support 
Board was authorized to assist potato growers by means 
of a starch diversion program to assure them of a 
minimum return of $1.00 a barrel of 165 lb. for Canada 
No. 1 grade potatoes at starch plants. The program 
was to apply to areas designated by the Agricultural 
Prices Support Board. Details were being worked 

out with the New Brunswick Department of Agriculture. 
Deliveries were to be completed by May 1, 1956 and 
total payments by the Agricultural Prices Support 
Board were not to exceed $500,000. (P.C. 1956-32; 
Department of Agriculture press release, January 6). 


Opening of Parliament.- The third session of the 
22nd Parliament was opened by the Governor General, 
who read the Speech from the Throne. Reference was 
made to the fact that, although sales of wheat in 
the last five years had been at record levels, an un- 
precedented series of bumper harvests had made 
necessary the storage of abnormal stocks of grain 
both in elevators and on farms. Two measures to 
deal with the situation were promised. The first 
was the provision of guarantees for bank loans to 
producers secured by their grain, the second the 
Treasury payment of storage and interest charges 

on wheat held by the Canadian Wheat Board in excess 
of normal stocks at the beginning of a crop year. 
Other legislation mentioned which was of particular 
interest to agriculture was the amendment of the 
Canadian Farm Loan Act to provide more generous 
loan provisions,and the amendment of the Farm Im- 
provement Loans Act, the Canadian Wheat Board Act, 
the Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Act and the Prairie 
Farm Assistance Act. (House of Commons Debates 
pp.2-3) . 


Rye Quota.— Western producers whose 1955-56 de- 
livery permits indicated an acreage seeded to 

rye were authorized to deliver a supplementary 
quota of three bushels per acre seeded to rye, 

Or a minimum of 100 bushels. (Canadian Wheat Board: 
Instructions to the Trade re Quotas, No. 52}. 


Butter Sales.— Questioned on butter export sales 
the Minister of Agriculture said that sales to 

an agency for delivery to Czechoslovakia were at 

39 cents a pound and to eastern Germany at 38 

cents a pound, both at Montreal. (House of Commons 
Debates, p.10). 
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January 13 Seed Grain.- The Canadian Wheat Board announced that,. 
to encourage the sale and use of commercial seed oats 
and barley, it would consider applications from Board 
agents on behalf of producers who wished to deliver, 
in excess of the quota, commercial graded seed oats 
or barley or grain suitable for commercial seed after 
cleaning. Samples were first to be submitted to and 
accepted by a recognized seed cleaning plant in one 
of the three prairie provinces. A producer was en- 
titled to deliver one car of commercial seed oats 
or barley, but only if he had not already been given 
authority to deliver a carlot of malting barley in 
excess of the quota. The commercial seed grain was 
to be marketed through the Canadian Wheat Board sub- 
ject to specified conditions. (Canadian Wheat Board: 
Instructions to the Trade re Quotas No. 53). 


January 16 Wheat Policy.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce, 
speaking in the debate on the address in reply to 
the Speech from the Throne, said that Canada invented 
the soil bank plan in 1941 when there was an 

ccumulation of wheat because of Canada’s inability, 
due to war conditions, to supply it to overseas 
countries. Producers were paid to take acreage out 
of wheat and put it into coarse grains or summer- 
fallow. He rejected a suggestion that Canada now 
adopt the soil bank plan or any other plan destined 
eventually to place wheat in the deficit column. He 
said, “If we cannot keep wheat supplies in balance, 
let us have a surplus of wheat, but never let us 
adopt a policy that can produce less wheat than our 
markets can take". (House of Commons Debates, 
pp.124 et seq.). 


January 17 Wheat Sales.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
said that the government had considered various 
wheat proposals put forward by organizations in the 
prairies, including the two-price system. It had 
been decided to give help on storage of wheat owned 
by the Canadian Wheat Board. There was no intention 
of proceeding further with the two-price system. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.185). 


January 17 Rve Quotas.— The delivery provisions for a 
supplementary rye quota were extended to allow a 
maximum delivery of 100 bushels by any producer 
who had no land seeded to rye in i955 but had stocks 
of rye grown in previous years. (Canadian Wheat 
Board: Instructions to the Trade re Quotas, No. 
35)". 
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Freight Rates.-— The Minister of Transport stated 
that an upward revision of the freight rates fixed 
in the Crowsnest Pass agreement was not under con- 
sideration. He had been asked if such a change were 
contemplated, in view of the opinion given by the 
President of the Canadian Pacific Railway that the 
rates were neither just nor reasonable. (House of 
Commons Debates, p.456). 


Animal Contagious Diseases Act.- The regulations 
under the Animal Contagious Diseases Act (P.C. 


1954-1968 of December 16, 1954 as amended) were 
amended to require that poultry and hatching eggs 
imported from the United States mast be certified 
free from pullorum disease and ornithosis, in 
addition to other diseases named. The sections 
amended were numbers 72 and 187. The order also 
provided that certificates could be issued by 
accredited veterinarians as well as by federal 
and state veterinarians. The requirement that 
poultry and hatching eggs were to be certified 
free of pullorum disease had been enforced by 

the Customs Division. The requirement concerning 
ornithosis, a disease transmissjble to man, was 
new. (P.C. 1956-119). 


Seed Grain.— The Canadian Wheat Board extended to 
flaxseed and rye the delivery arrangements announced 
on January 4 for producers wishing to purchase re- 
gistered or certified seed grain. (Canadian Wheat 
Board: Instructions to the Trade re Quotas, No. 58). 


Margarine.— The Minister of National Defence said 
that the tri-service ration scale provided a two 

ounce ration of butter per man per day and did not 
provide for the use of margarine at all. This applied 
only to food supplies purchased with public funds; 
where non-public funds were used, as in canteens, 
purchases were not subject to service regulations or 
control and could be used as the owner of the funds 
desired. (House of Commons Debates, p.56l) 


Russian Trade Delegation.— A delegation of USSR 
officials arrived for negotiations with Canadian 


officials on a possibile trade agreement between the 
two countries. The possibility of concluding a trade 
agreement was raised during the visit to Russia in 
October 1955 of the Secretary of State for External 
Affairs. It was then agreed that further talks 

would take place in Ottawa. On November 1 the 
Canadian Government invited the Government of the 
USSR to send a delegation to Ottawa. The Soviet 
delegation was headed by Mr. S.A. Borisov, First 
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Deputy Minister of Foreign Trade and the leader of 
the Canadian negotiators was Mr. Mitchell Sharp, 
Associate Deputy Minister of Trade and Commerce. 
(Department of External Affairs press release, 
January 26). 


January 31 Wheat Sale to Poland.— The Minister of Trade and 
Commerce confirmed that the Canadian Wheat Board had 
sold Poland 100,000 tons of wheat. It was a‘cash 
sale as far as the board was concerned but was in- 
sured for 85 per cent of its value by the Export 
Credits Insurance Corporation. (House of Commons 
Debates, p.?04). 


February 2 Wheat Price.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
announced that interim payments in various amounts 
would be made on higher grade wheat delivered to 
the Canadian Wheat Board during the 1954-55 crop 
year. The payments were 10 cents per bushel for 
Nos. 1 to 4.Northern and No. 4 special; 5 cents on 
Garnets; 25 cents on Nos. 1 to 4 Durums; 10 cents 
on lower grades of Durum; 10 cents on soft white 
springs and 5 cents on certain minor grades. The 
amount to be distributed to producers was $22,300,000. 
The Minister said that returns from the sale of feed- 
ing grades did not justify an interim payment but 
he believed it would be possible to make a final 
payment on these grades when the pool was closed. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp. 788-9; P.C. 1956-222, 
February 9). 


February 3 Antioxidants in Chicken Fat.- The Food and Drug 
Directorate of the Department of National Health 
and Welfare advised that antioxidants to combat 
rancidity would be permitted in chicken fat in- 
tended as an ingredient of dehydrated chicken soup 
mix. The amount was to be reasonable and to be 
indicated on the label. As the mix was not a 
standardized food product under the Food and Drug 
Regulations ingredients had to be listed. The 
antioxidants which could be used were those listed 
as Class IV preservatives in the Food and Drug 
Regulations. (Health of Animals Division Circular 
1956-7) . 


February 7 "Mock Chicken''~ New instructions, effective immediately, 
were issued for products sold under the designation 
“MOCK CHICKEN". The word "MOCK" was to be included 
in the descriptive title where the product contained 
no chicken or chicken only in infinitesimal quantities. 
Where the product had the words "loaf" or "roll" added 
to the “mock chicken” designation it was to have a 
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supplementary title such as “meat loaf” or “meat and 
meat by-product roll”. The ingredients could be 
listed if desired. If the product was described only 
as "mock chicken“ the label was to contain a complete 
list of ingredients in descending order of proportionate 
content, or by percentages. Products were to be re- 
stricted to the cereal and moisture tolerances laid 
down in the Food and Drugs Act and regulations for 
prepared meat or meat by-product foods and to con- 
tain only the ingredients allowed for meat and meat 
by-product loaf or roll. Packers were asked to 
prepare new labels and submit designs to the 
Veterinary Director General for approval. (Health 

of Animals Division Circular, 1956-9). 


Butter Policy.— During his speech on the Agricultural 
Estimates the Minister of Agriculture dealt with the 
butter situation. He pointed out that there had been 
no great change, up or down, in butter production 
in the last twenty years. The maximum variation was 
about 75 million pounds, due to changes in grass or in 
price relative to that of other dairy products. 
Consumption per head had dropped from about 28 lb. 
a year when margarine was introduced in 1949 to just 
over 21 lb. The reduction came in the first year 
after the introduction of margarine. Because of the 
increase in population the total amount of butter 
now being consumed was about the same as when mar- 
garine came on the market. It was necessary to 
have in store on January | at least 78 million lb. 
of butter in order to be sure of holding butter at 
a stabilized price of 58 cents to the producer. 
With 78 million lb. of butter always on hand it 
would be fairly certain that it was not going to 
be necessary to import butter. On January 1, 1956, 
the Agricultural Prices Support Board was carrying 
81 million lb. of butter and the trade 19 million. 
lb. The government had therefore decided it could 
reduce its holdings by 10 to 20 million lb. This 
year would be the most costly for price support 
because the board was disposing of the accumulations 
of five years. Butter exports had been; June and 
July 1955, 314,832 lb. to Europe; December 1955, 
895,639 lb. to Czechoslovakia; November and December 
1955, 6,024,760 lb. to East Germany; January 1956, 
1,984,304 lb. to East Germany; total, 9,219,535 lb. 
Institutional sales to January 27, 1956, were 
6,179,660 lb. The value of discounts was $1,298,000 
and might reach $1,500,000 for the full year. The 
institutions were using about the same proportion 
of butter and margarine as they had done before the 
reduction in price. The government had not yet 


February 10 


February 13 


February 13 


February 16 


Ry ee 


decided whether it should continue for another year 
to continue this form of assistance. (House of 
Commons Debates, p.1053 et seq.). 


Potato Meeting.-— A meeting was held in Ottawa on 
February 10 and 1] to discuss the report of the 
Tariff Board on potatoes. It was called by the 
federal government and attended by representatives 

of the Canadian Federation of Agriculture, the 
Canadian Horticultural Council, potato growers in 

the main potato growing provinces and of provincial 
departmentsof agriculture. (House of Commons Debates, 
February 8, pp.965-6; Department of Agriculture press 
release, February 13). 


Scrapie Outbreak.- It was announced that the disease 
scrapie had been diagnosed in a flock of sheep in 
central Alberta. This was the sixth time the disease 
had been diagnosed in Canada since it was first re- 
ported in 1939. The last known outbreak was in 
Ontario in 1954. As in earlier cases orders were 
issued under the Animal Contagious Diseases Act 

for the infected flock to be destroyed. (Department 
of Agriculture press release). 


Tobacco Investigation.— Closed hearings began in 
Simcoe following a two year investigation, under the 
Combines Investigation Act, on the operations of the 
Ontario Flue Cured Tobacco Marketing Association. 
The hearings were held by the Restrictive Trade 
Practices Commission (Ottawa Journal). 


International Wheat Conference.— The Minister of 

Trade and Commerce said that the Canadian represent- 
atives at the international wheat conference meeting 

in Geneva on February 20 were Mr. Mitchell Sharp, the 
Associate Deputy Minister of Trade and Commerce, Mr. 
W.C. McNamara, one of the members of the Canadian 

Wheat Board and Mr. Charles Wilson, one of the officers 
of the department responsible for wheat matters in 
Europe. There were six farm advisers comprising the 
heads of the three wheat pools, the head of the 

United Grain Growers, the head of the Saskatchewan 
Farmers" Union and the head of the Alberta Federation 
of Agriculture. The instructions were generally 

that Canada would like to see the wheat agreement 
continued in much the same form as it now was. 

Canada was not prepared to make any material reduction 
in the floor price. There was some flexibility in 
views about the maximum price. Canada thought a 

new wheat agreement would need to cover a minimum two-thirds 
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of the wheat entering into the channels of commerce, 
(House of Commons Debates, pp.1234-5). 


Flaxseed Deliveries.— The Canadian Wheat Board said 
it had been advised that supplies of registered 

and certified flaxseed would be very limited but that 
arrangements had been made for certain stocks of good 
commercial flaxseed to be cleaned to commercial seed 
grade and after cleaning and sacking to be inspected 
and sealed by a federal government seed inspector. 
The Board was prepared to extend to this seed its 
grain delivery arrangements. (Canadian Wheat Board: 
Instructions to the Trade re Quotas No. 67). 


International Wheat Agreement.— Questioned on the U.K. 
announcement that that country did not intend to join 


the International Wheat Agreement the Minister of Trade 
and Commerce said that the effectiveness of the agree- 
ment would certainly be lessened. He did not consider 
that the absence of the United Kingdom from the agree- 
ment would bring about a provincial reduction in the 
price of wheat. (House of Commons Debates, p.1335). 


Grain Quotas.-— The Canadian Wheat Board announced 
that it would consider application by companies on 
behalf of producers for the shipment of a second car- 
lot of selected malting barley. The maltster or 
shipper had to approve a representative sample and 
the shipment could not be made until the Board had 
issued a special permit. The shipment privilege 
applied only to producers whose delivery points were 
in Manitoba or Saskatchewan. (Canadian Wheat Board: 
Instructions to the Trade re Quotas No. 70). 


Potato Price Support.-— The Minister of Agriculture 
said that representatives of New Brunswick potato 
producers interviewed the Agricultural Prices 


- Support Board on February 16. They had asked for 


an increase in the spot grade price for potatoes from 
$1.00 to $1.20 a barrel. The Board had indicated that 
this could not be done, They had also asked for a 
guaranteed tolerance of 20 per cent in connection 
with spot grading. There was a tolerance in the 
proposed agreement estimated on each loading of 
potatoes delivered at the starch plant to be spot 
graded and the request was for it to be guaranteed 

at the 20 per cent level. This request was being 
given consideration. (House of Commons Debates, 
p.1616). 
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Wheat Exchange.— The Canadian Wheat Board amended . 
the wheat exchange plan, announced November 18, 1955, 
to place a limit of 300 bushels on the amount per- 
mitted for exchange on one delivery permit book. 
Under the arrangement elevator companies were given 
authority to exchange stocks of feeding grades of 
Board wheat for the same quantities of higher grade 
wheat held by producers. Transactions already made 
were to apply against the minimum. Any producer 
desiring to exchange a greater amount for use on 
his own farm could make application to the Canadian 
Wheat Board. (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions 
to the Trade No. 33). 


Grain Quotas.— The Canadian Wheat Board authorized 
producers to deliver a supplementary quota of 1,000 
bushels of oats grading Extra No. One Feed or higher 

to stations in Alberta and the Peace River and Creston/ 
Wyndell areas of British Columbia. From December l, 
1955 producers in Manitoba and Saskatchewan had been 
authorized to make a similar delivery. (Canadian 

Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade re Quotas 

No. 73). 


Butter Sales.— The Minister of Agriculture said 
that the present price for butter was on the basis 
of 58 cents per lb. first grade. On the same date 
last year it was 61 cents per lb. By absorbing the 
handling charges the government was offering butter 
in Canada at the lower price in order to encourage 
increased domestic consumption. (House of Commons 
Debates, p.1692). 


Live Stock Shipping Act.- New regulations were 
issued respecting the shipping of Live Stock from 


Canada, under the Live Stock Shipping Act. They 
revoked the regulations established by P.C. 2589 of 
June 8, 1948. There were no changes in the new 
regulations except that they incorporated the interim 
regulations for shipping live stock under tropical 
conditions. The action gave statutory effect to 
requirements which had to be met on such shipments. 
(P.C. 1956-346) . 


Grain Quotas.— The Canadian Wheat Board extended 

to producers in Alberta and the Peace River area 

of British Columbia its authorization to deliver a 
second carlot of selected malting barley. (Canadian 
Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade re Quotas 
No. 76). 
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March 5 Stilbestrol.- The Minister of National Health and 
Welfare said that the Food and Drug Directorate of 
his department had been considering the effects of 
the use of stilbestrol in cattle feed. Evidence had 
shown that if the amount of stilbestrol was limited 
none could be detected in the meat and the composition 
of the meat was not significantly changed. The 
Department of National Health and Welfare had no 
objection to the use of the drug in cattle fed 
under conditions which did not result in residues 
in the meat or which did not produce undesirable 
changes in the meat. (House of Commons Debates 
p. 1827-8). 


March 6 USSR Trade Agreement.— A trade agreement between 
Canada and the USSR was signed on February 29 and 
came into force provisionally on March 6. It was 
subject to ratification within 90 days and was to 
remain in force for three years, The agreement could 
be renewed if both countries desired. It made pro- 
vision for the exchange of most-favoured-nation 
treatment in customs duties and related matters 
(granted by Canada from March 1, 1956). Either 
government had the right to apply prohibitions 
or restrictions for the protection of essential 
security interests. In an exchange of notes 
Canada reserved the right to establish values for 
ordinary or special import duty on any Russian 
product which might enter Canada in such increased 
quantities as to cause serious injury to domestic 
producers. In determining values the prices of 
similar goods imported from third countries were 
to be taken into account. The purpose of the 
reservation was to deal with situations which 
might arise if Russian goods were sold in Canada 
at very low prices, although these prices might 
not be lower than their domestic values in the 
USSR. The USSR government guaranteed to purchase 
in the three years between 1,200,000 and 1,500,000 
tons (44 to 55 million bushels) of wheat in annual 
lots of between 400,000 and 500,000 tons. Prices 
and terms of sale were te be those at which the 
Canadian Wheat Board was making sales to major 
customers at the times of the Pussian purchases. 
(House of Commons Debates, February 29, p.166l-<; 
P.C. 1956-322, March 1). 


March 6 Lime Subsidy.- The Minister of Agriculture said 
that, under the terms of P.C. 1953-4/815 payments 
were authorized to provincial governments of 
British Columbia, Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, 
Nova Scotia.Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland 
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of a subsidy not to exceed 60 per cent of the total 
amount expended by the provinces for any direct 
activity in increasing the use of lime for soil 
amendment purposes, subject to a maximum of $1.50 
per ton. In some instances provincial activity 

was in the form of freight assistance and in others 
in the form of direct subsidies. (House of Commons 
Debates, p.1879). 


Freight Rates.— Canadian rail freight rates generally 
governed by U.S. rates were increased by amounts up 

to six per cent. For the most part the categories 
affected were international rates and export and 
imports rates through Canadian and U.S. ocean ports. 
Important agricultural items were made exceptions 

to the full six per cent increase. A limit of six 
cents per 100 lb. was imposed on canned or preserved 
(except frozen) food products and fresh fruits and 
vegetables. There were limits of 2% and 1% cents per 
100 lb. on salt and certain fertilizers and components. 
The increase on grain and grain products and livestock 
was five per cent. Domestic Canadian traffic was not 
affected. 


Temporary Wheat Reserves Act.-— Royal Assent was given 
to a bill to authorize the Treasury payment of storage 
and interest charges on wheat held by the Canadian 
Wheat Board in excess of 178 million bushels at the 
beginning of a crop year. For the crop year which 
began on August 1, 1955 half the total amount due was 
to be paid when the act came into force and the re- 
mainder in equal monthly amounts for the balance of 
the crop year. For any subsequent crop year the 
total amount payable was to be paid in equal monthly 
payments within the crop year. The authority was 

to expire when stocks at the beginning of a crop 

year did not exceed 178 million bushels. The figure... 
of 178 million bushels was the average figure for 
stocks in store on August 1 for the 15 years before 
1951. (House of Commons Debates p.1909; An Act 
respecting the Payment of Carrying Costs of Temporary 
Wheat Reserves owned by The Canadian Wheat Board). 


Prairie Grain Producers Interim Financing Act, 1956.- 


Poyal Assent was given to a bill to authorize the 
government guarantee of bank loans on farm stored 
western wheat (other than durum),oats, barley and 
rye. Loans were to be made between November 15, 

1955 and June 1, 1956 at a charge not exceeding 

five per cent per annum. simple interest. Each loan 
was not to exceed the lesser of half the value of the 
estimated quantity for delivery or $1,500. It was to 
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be reduced by the amount which the farmer had received 
from any deliveries under his 1955-56 delivery quota. 
One half of the money payable to the producer for 
subsequent deliveries of grain was to be paid to the 
bank to apply against repayment of the loan. The 
government liability was limited to 15 per cent where 
the aggregate principal amount of loans made by a 

bank did not exceed $100,000 or 10 per cent where it 
did. There was to be no government liability on loans 
made after the aggregate principal amount of guaranteed 
loans by all banks reached $50,000,000. The legislation 
could be extended by order in council to authorize 
guarantees on loans made between October 1, 1956 and 
June 1, 1957, but such loans could not be made to 
borrowers with loans outstanding from the previous 
year. The Governor in Council was authorized to 

make regulations to carry out the provisions of the 
act. The act was to come into force by proclamation. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.1909; An act to provide 
for Short-Term Credit to Grain Producers in the 

Prairie Provinces to meet Temporary Financial Difficulties 
arising from inability to deliver all their Grain). 


March 7 Czech Wheat Purchases.— The Minister of Trade and 
Commerce confirmed reports that the government of 
Czechoslovakia, through its official grain procurement 
agency, would be buying between 100,000 and 320,000 
tons (3.7 and 11.8 million bushels) of Canadian wheat 
for shipment during the current crop year. The pur- 
chases would be made from agents of the Canadian 
Wheat Board on the basis of 25 per cent down payment 
and the remaining 75 per cent within a year. The 
Export Credits Insurance Corporation would insure 
the board‘s agents on the outstanding balances. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.1884). 


March 9 Grain Deliveries.- It was announced that, in view of 
the likelihood of a shortage of certain varieties of 
registered and certified durum wheat and barley seed, ~ 
the Canadian Wheat Board was prepared to extend over- 
quota delivery privileges to commercial seed. In the 
case of durum wheat the varieties Golden Bali and 
Pelissier were excluded from the arrangement. The 
additional grains were added to the list of those 
in the announcement of January 4, 1956, and the over- 
all amounts remained the same as in that announcement. 
(Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade re 
Quotas, No. 78). 


March 12 National Housing Act.— The maximum interest rate on 
insured loans under Part I of the National Housing 
Act was increased from 5 1/4 to 5% per cent. This 
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rate applied on loans for rural housing. Announcing , 
the increase the Minister of Public Works said that 
the Governor in Council was empowered under the act 

to fix the maximum rate of interest at a level not 
exceeding the yield on long-term government securities, 
plus 2 1/4 per cent. The interest rate on long-term 
government bonds would have justified the increase 
last August but the flow of funds to housing was good 
and no action was taken. Because of the continued 
high level of interest rates in general and the 
anticipated demand on investible funds in 1956 an 
increase was necessary so that builders and home 
owners would have continued access to mortgage funds. 
(House of Commons Debates, March 9. p.1961; P.C. 1966-466, 
March 22). 


Hungarian Wheat Purchase.- The Minister of Trade 
and Commerce said that negotiations had been completed 


for the sale to Hungary of 5,500,000 bushels of wheat. 
(House of Commons Debates p.2020). 


Rabies Outbreak.-— The Minister of Agriculture, in 

a . statement on the rabies outbreak in Ontario, said 
that the control measures employed consisted of (1) 
isolation and quarantine of all domestic animals sus-— 
pected of having the disease and of animals which had 
been in contact with them; (2) strict control of 
dogs in the affected areas, including the impounding 
or destroying of stray animals; and (3) the operation 
of clinics where necessary, for the free vaccination 
of dogs and cats. Most of the services in connection 
with these measures were performed by the federal 
Department of Agriculture; the tying up of dogs and 
the disposal of strays had been dealt with adequately 
by local authorities under municipal dog ordinances. 
About 51,000 dogs had been vaccinated at clincs in 
all districts of Northern Ontario, in Renfrew, Victoria, 
Hastings and Northumberland counties and in an area 
round Galt and Guelph in Wentworth, Wellington, 
Waterloo and Brant counties. The number of cases 
diagnosed in Ontario between April 1, 1955 and 

March 9, 1956 was 111, 67 of which were in wild life. 
(House of Commons Debates p.2017). 


Flood Control.— The Prime Minister said that flood 
control measures had never been dealt with under the 
Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Act. These were under- 
taken by the prairie farm rehabilitation staff under 
special appropriations of parliament. (House of 
Commons Debates, p.2070). 
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Meat Inspection.— The meat inspection system at 
approved slaughter houses in Scotland was deemed 
satisfactory for the purposes of Section 6(1) of 

the Regulations Governing the Inspection of Meats 
and Horse Meat, under the Meat and Canned Foods 

Act. The decision meant that duly certified im- 
ports of cooked canned meats, cooked canned meat 
products, edible tallow and oleo stearine would 

be admitted from these approved slaughter houses. 
The importation of other meat products was prohibited 
under Section 185 of the Animal Contagious Diseases 
Act and Regulations. This section prohibited the 
importation of such products from countries where 
there was considered a danger of introducing foot 
and mouth disease or rinderpest. (Health of Animals 
Division Circular 1956-16). 


Seed Grain.- The Canadian Wheat Board said it had 
been advised that the Plant Products Division of 

the Department of Agriculture was not in a position 
to seal officially all commercial grain purchased 
under special delivery arrangements. Commercial 
seed flaxseed, durum wheat and barley, which had 
been cleaned to commercial seed grade and was 

tagged with the Control Sample Certificate number 
and the seed grade, would therefore be granted the 
over-deiivery privileges outlined in the announcement 
of January 4. (Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to 
the Trade re Quotas No. 8). 


Flaxseed Grades.—- Regulation No. 5 of the Board of 
Grain Commissioners was amended, effective August l, 
1956, to add a paragraph to the “Rejected™ grade 
section to cover western flaxseed containing excessive 
admixtures, not exceeding 24% per cent, of broken grain 
or Lady"s Thumb that could not readily be removed. 

Such flaxseed was to be graded as if it did not include 
such excessive admixtures, but the word “Rejected"™ was 
to be added to the grade name and words to indicate 

the excessive admixture. (SOR/56~98) . ; 


Poison-Treated Grain.- Regulation No. 26 of the Board 
of Grain Commissioners, dealing with grain treated 
with poisonous materials, was amended, effective 

March 1, 1956, to provide that under no circumstances 
should a carlot of grain containing kernels treated 
with mercurial dust or compounds or other poisonous 
materials be moved without the authority of the 

Chief Grain Inspector. (SOR/56-99) . 


Potato Price Support.-— The potato price support pro- 
gram, authorized by P.C. 1956-32 of January 5, was 
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amended to provide that the potatoes delivered at 
Starch plants could contain up to 12 per cent 

Canada No. 1 Small. The order provided that adjust- 
ments could be made on potatoes already delivered 

at starch plants. (P.C. 1956-390). 


March 16 "Parkland" Barley.- The Minister of Agriculture said 
that the newly licensed barley variety “Parkland" 
would not be available for general distribution for 
seeding this year. The quantity of seed now in 
existence was about 4,000 bushels. This would be 
used for increase on experimental farms and under 
contract with registered growers. It was expected 
that general distribution would be made in time for 
seeding in 1957. After this year's production was 
known, details of prices and procedure for obtaining 
supplies would be announced. The variety, developed 
at the Brandon experimental farm, was suitable for 
use in the three prairie provinces, being particularly 
well suited to the black soil zones. (House of 
Commons Debates, p.2205). 


March 20 Budget.— The Minister of Finance delivered the 

Budget speech. He referred to credit unions, pointing 

to their growth in recent years and said that there 

had been a number of requests to treat credit unions 

for various purposes as if they were banks and 

particularly to allow them to participate in some 

government guaranteed loan arrangements. The federal 

government had no desire to intervene but was pre- 

pared to discuss the circumstances under which they 

could be granted such privileges. In connection with 

the Customs Tariff it was government policy for parts 

of agricultural machinery and equipment, like the 

finished product, to enter Canada duty free. Action 

was being taken to restore the duty free entry, following 

certain judicial decisions of the Tariff Board which 

had resulted in important changes in tariff classification 

practices. Other matters referred to were the Tariff 

Board's report on potatoes, on which the Minister said 

he hoped soon to be able to make a statement; a pro- 

posed increase from three to five in the membership 

of the Tariff Board; and a repeal of the ten per cent sales 
tax and duty free entry or a reduction of duty for 

certain items used in agriculture. (House of Commons 

Debates, p.2324 et seq.). 


March 28 Stilbestrol.- Regulations were approved under the 
Feeding Stuffs Act to regulate the sale in Canada 
of medicated feeds, particularly beef cattle feeds 
containing diethylstilbestrol (DES). The manufacture 
and initial sale of DES was to be controlled by 
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regulation under the Food and Drugs Act. Because of 

the difficulty of mixing the small quantity required 

in beef cattle feed only pharmaceutical firms authorized 
by the Food and Drug Directorate were permitted to sell 
it, and then only as a premix for inclusion in feeds 
controlled under the Feeding Stuffs Act. Under the 

new Feeding Stuffs Regulations all beef cattle feeds 
containing DES were to be registered under the act 

and subject to control conditions to avoid danger 

to human health. A feed containing DES had, in 

addition to the normal label required under the act, 

to show the quantity of DES contained, as a percentage 
of the weight. Directions for its use were to be 

given on the label, with the weight in pounds to be 

fed to each animal of 600 lb. or more. There was to 

be a caution that the feeder should discontinue feed- 
ing DES at least 48 hours before the animal was marketed 
or slaughtered and further cautions not to feed DES 

to breeding stock or milking cows and not to allow 
swine, particularly breeding stock, to follow beef 
animals because of possible DES content in the 
droppings. The feed available would be for feeding 

beef cattle at the rate of one to two pounds per head 
per day. Other amendments to the regulations included 
provision for the inclusion of zinc in mineral feeds 

for swine, labelling of phosphorus supplements with 
guarantees of calcium, phosphorus and fluorine and minor 
editorial changes. (Department of Agricultural press 
release, March 24; P.C. 1956-443, March 22). 


Butter Price Support.— The Agricultural Prices Support 
Board was authorized to purchase First Grade butter 
between May 1, 1956 and April 30, 1958, at 58 cents per 
lb. basis delivery Halifax, St. John, Montreal and 
Toronto and 57 cents per lb. basis delivery Vancouver. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.2485; P.C. 1956-488). 


Gelatine Imports.— The Department of National Revenue 
gave three weeks‘ notice that, under the provisions 

of Section 6 of the Customs Tariff, edible gelatine 
was to be classified as a material of a class or kind 
made in Canada. Edible gelatine for use in making 
capsules for medicinal use was excluded from the rul- 
ing. The effect of the transfer was that edible 
gelatine imports could be subject to a dump duty if 
their value was lower than the fair market value 

or the value for duty as determined under the provisions 
of the Customs Act. (SOR/56-129). 


Apple Price Support.— The price support scheme for 
Nova Scotia apples was amended to reduce the number 


of varieties of apples eligible for support. Under 
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a new order the designated varieties were Gravenstein, 
McIntosh, Cortland, Wagner, Spy and King. Other pro- 
visions of the scheme were unchanged from those in the 
original order, P.C. 1956-31 of January 5, 1956. (P.C. 
1956-537) . 


Food and Drugs Act.- Among the amendments to the 

Food and Drug Regulations were the following, which 
affected food products:-— (i) the composition standards 
were changed for ground mustard; (ii) a clause to the 
milk fat section set forth the limits beyond which it 
would be deemed that there had been the addition to 

the milk of a fat other than milk fat; (iii) the 
section on permissible substances was extended to 
specify the maximum quantities allowed in certain 
fruits, vegetables and small grains of aramite, malathion 
and Stop Mould B; (iv) it was no longer necessary to 
specify on food labels when sorbic acid had been added 
but the quantity of butylated hydroxytoluene was to be 
shown. (P.C, 1956-567) . 


Crop Losses.— The Prime Minister said he did not admit 
that there was any responsibility on the federal 
government for crop losses, other than that in a 
limited way under the Prairie Farm Assistance Act. 

The government did not propose to take any other action 
than to administer properly the provisions of this 
legislation. (House of Commons Debates, p.2992), 


Federal—Provincial Conference.— As a result of the 
meeting regional committees of government officials 

were to be formed. Their function was to discuss domestic 
marketing problems and, where possible, to suggest 
solutions. Three committees were to be set up, one 

each for the maritime, central and western regions. 

They were to report to a central committee, consisting 
of a representative from each group and a federal 
representative. The conference dealt also with soil 

and water conservation. Delegates reported on programs 
in the federal and provincial fields, with the purpose 
of giving a better understanding of the responsibilities 
of the government, in the matter of future programs, 
where undertaken individually or by joint action. 
(Department of Agriculture press release). 


International Wheat Agreement.-— The Parliamentary 
Assistant to the Minister of Trade and Commerce said 


that it was evident that an agreement would emerge 

from the international wheat conference. The minimum 
price would be $1.50 per bushel and the maximum $2.00, 
for No. 1 Northern in store Fort William/Port Arthur. 
The new IWA, because of the relatively small quantities, 
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would not be as effective in stabilizing prices and 
markets as the Canadian government had hoped. The 
farm advisers to the Canadian delegation agreed 
with the government, however, that Canada should 
continue to participate provided there was no 
substantial reduction in maximum and minimum prices. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.3l16l). 


Ontario Marketing Legislation.— The Supreme Court 
of Canada reserved its decision on the legality of 


Ontario's marketing legislation. Hearings were 
held on April 24 to 26. 


Canada-USSR Trade Agreement.- Parliament completed 
ratification of the Canada—USSR Trade Agreement. 
(House of Commons Debates, April 18, p.3059; Senate 
official Report of Debates, April 26, p.437). 


International Wheat Agreement.— The Minister of Trade 
and Commerce said that the only disappointment there 
could be about the new International Wheat Agreement 
was that the United Kingdom had decided not to join 
it. On the other hand Argentina and Sweden, which 
were important exporters, had joined the agreement 

for the first time and to that extent its value 

was enhanced. The fact that guaranteed quantities 

to Canada under the agreement had been decreased by 

30 per cent did not mean that Canada’s share of the 
world market would be decreased by that amount. In 
the past year Canada had done far more business out- 
side the agreement than under it. The value of the 
agreement lay in the fact that exporters and importers 
of many.countries had decided that a range of values 
for wheat between $1.50 and $2.00 per bushel was rea- 
sonable. It would be a valuable agreement affecting 
the price of wheat. (House of Commons Debates, 

pp. 3338-9) . 


Grain Delivery Quotas.— Producers whose 1955-56 de- 
livery permits showed an acreage seeded to rye were 
authorized to deliver an additional supplementary 
quota of three bushels per acre seeded to rye, or 

a minimum of 100 bushels. The authority to de- 
liver was extended to those who had no land seeded 
to rye in 1955 but had stocks from previous years. 
The maximum additional quota in this case was 100 
bushels. (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to 
the Trade re Quotas, No. 95). 


Butter Price.- The Agricultural Prices Support 
Board began to offer 1955 butter to the trade at 
56 cents per lb., in order to effect a rotation of 
stocks. In describing the plan the Minister of 
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Agriculture said that this year there was a definite 
arrangement by the trade that they would take 25 
million 1lb.; about one third by June 15, probably 
another one third by July 15 and the remainder by 
August 15. The cost to the board of carrying butter 
under this plan wauld not be as great as in the plans 
followed in previous years. (House of Commons Debates, 
June 20, p.5207; June 27, p.5433-5). 


May l Potato Price Support.- The final delivery date for 
potatoes under the starch diversion program was post- 
poned from May 1 to June 1, 1956. (P.C. 1956-659). 


May 3 Grain Prices.— The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
announced that the initial prices for the basic grades 
of wheat, oats and barley would be at the same level 
during the crop year beginning August 1, 1956, as they 
were at present. The prices were:- wheat, $1.40 per 
bushel No. 1 Northern in store Fort William/Port Arthur 
or Vancouver; oats, 65 cents per bushel No. 2 C.W. in. 
store Fort William/Port Arthur; barley, 96 cents per 
bushel No. 3 C.W. six-row in store Fort William/Port Arthur. 
The Minister said also that the 1954-55 wheat pool was 
to be closed on May 4. Speaking of grain deliveries 
he said that it might not be possible to equalize de- 
liveries by individual farmers as had been done during 
the past two crop years. The Canadian Wheat Board had 
advised that last year an attempt to reach a uniform 
target (eight bushels per specified acre) had had an 
adverse effect on the marketing of Canadian grain in 
export markets. Much of the grain delivered was of 
varieties and grades not needed for immediate 
marketing requirements. It added to congestion in 
storage facilities and used scarce transportation; mak- 
ing difficulties in moving to the seaboard varieties 
and grades of new Crop grain in immediate demand. 

In order to avoid this situation the Canadian Wheat 
Board had decided that all quotas in effect on July 
31, 1956 would expire on that date and that deliveries 
after August 1 would apply against the 1956-57 quotas 
which would be made effective on August 1. This policy 
might mean that some western producers, by the end of 
the crop year, would have delivered more grain per 
specified acre than others but there should be general 
agreement that the Canadian Wheat Board should have 
freedom to give preference to deliveries of varieties 
and grades in immediate demand. (House of Commons 
Debates, pp.3515-7). 


May 7 U.S. Customs Procedures.— The United States Bureau 
of Customs announced that its customs authorities 
would allow Canadian exporters to (a) find out before 
shipping their goods the rate of duty payable and the 
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approximate valuation on which it would be assessed 
and (b) discuss with a qualified customs expert the 
various complications of United States methods of 
appraisal and valuation in order to try to solve 

the exporters‘ particular problems. The new pro- 
cedure did not constitute an amendment to the law 

and was not intended to give preferred treatment to 
Canada. It was announced in the form of a letter 

from the United States Commissioner of Customs to the 
Commercial Counsellor for Canada in Washington. The 
letter nominated Mr. E.J. Cannon, appraiser at Buffalo, 
N.Y., as the official authorized to discuss matters 
relating to appraisement, classification, marking 

and related topics, in connection with the importation 
of merchandise from Canada. His information was to 

be advisory only and not binding on the United States 
government. (conartment of Trade and Commerce press 


release). 
May 9 Canada-U.S. Harvesting Exchange.- By an exchange 


of letters dated May 9 and 10. the Canadian and 
United States governments agreed to continue in 

1956 the arrangement first made in 1942 for the ex- 
change of harvesting machinery and crews between the 
two countries and for other movements of farm labour. 


May ll School Milk Programs.- During the debate on the 
agricultural estimates the Minister of Agriculture 
replied to a suggestion that the federal government 
introduce a school milk program. He said it was a 
matter for the provinces; schools were run by the 
provinces, milk boards were run by the provinces and 
the distribution of milk was within provincial 
jurisdiction. The federal government had made an 
investigation of the matter and had thought it might 
assist by putting milk vending machines into the 
schools, but as yet no province had taken up the 
matter. (House of Commons Debates, p.3819). 


May 15 Rabies Outbreak.— The rabies control orders, 
made under the Animal Contagious Diseases Act, were 
lifted in the North West Territories and Northern 
Alberta and British Columbia. The orders, made on 
March 11, 1949 and October 22, 1953 (amended April 
12, 1954) forbade the movement of dogs out of the 
area, except by special permission, and required the 
tying or effective control of dogs within the area. 
All dogs had been vaccinated and the remaining 
infection was in wild life. (Ministerial order). 


May 18 Wheat Prices.— The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
gave details of deliveries to the 1954-55 wheat 
pool and of the financial condition of the pool. 
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Producers’ deliveries were 318.4 million bushels, 

with transfers from the 1953-54 pool and deliveries 
from other than producers the amount of wheat in the 
pool was raised to 483.1 million bushels. Sales to 
May 4, when the pool was closed, were 321.7 million 
bushels. The balance of 161.4 million bushels con- 
sisted of 112.0 million bushels covered by sales 
contracts and unsold stocks of 49.4 million bushels. 
These were transferred to the 1955-56 pool at appro- 
priate valuations. The final operating surplus in 
the 1954-55 pool was $62,588,000, from which had to 
be deducted $22,261,000, the amount of the interim 
payment made earlier in the year. After providing 
for the P.F.A.A. levy and allowing for expenses the 
surplus for distribution to producers was $39,680,000, 
representing an average final payment of 12.461 cents 
per bushel. On No. 1 Northern the payment was 14.815 cents, 
bringing the net price, before deduction of the P.F.A.A. 
levy, to $1.65066 per bushel in store Fort William/ 
Port Arthur or Vancouver. On No. 1 Amber Durum the 
net price, before deduction of the PFAA levy, was 
$2.34498 per bushel. There were practically no stocks 
of low grade wheat to be transferred to the 1955-56 
pool. The carrying charges on the 1954-55 pool were 
16.83 cents per bushel. These were partially offset 
by a credit of about 7.30 cents per bushel made under 
the provisions of the Temporary Wheat Reserves Act. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.4065). 


May 26 Canada-USSR Trade Agreement.— Representatives of 
Canada and the USSR exchanged the Instruments of 
Ratification of the trade agreement between the two 
countries. Under the terms of the agreement it 
entered into force definitively from this date. 
(Department of External Affairs press release, May 
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May 28 Maple Sap Bucket Subsidy.— The Minister of Agriculture 


said the subsidy on maple sap buckets had been dis- 
continued, (House of Commons Debates p.4407). 


May 29 Chrysanthemum Culture.- The Parliamentary Assistant 
to the Minister of Agriculture said that it had 
been known for many years that the flowering of 
chrysanthemums could be controlled by manipulation 
of daylight. During the late forties it was con- 
ceived that this light and dark response reaction 
might be applied to schedule blooming on a year- 
round basis. Studies were initiated in Ottawa to 
try to solve the problems of Canadian producers 
pioneering this type of production.Now the year- 
round schedules were so precise that the work of 
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the Horticulture Division was directed toward the study 
of various factors affecting flower bud development. 
The Experimental Farm at Saanichton had conducted 
studies using plastic covers to improve the quality 

of outdoor chrysanthemums. (House of Commons Debates, 
p.4413). 


May 3l Grain Delivery.- Producers in western Canada, who had 
been unable to deliver the supplementary quota of 1,000 
bushels of oats grading Extra No. 1 Feed or higher, 
were authorized to deliver any grade of oats against 
the quota. The total delivery remained at 1,000 bushels. 
(Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade re 
Quotas No. 105). 


June l Census.— Enumerators began to collect data for the 
first national five year census. Population information 
was collected on five items only - age, sex, marital 
status, relationship to the head of the household and 
whether living on a farm. The number of items on the 
agricultural census form was only one-third of that in 
the 1951 census. Each farmer was sent an advance form 
early in May so that he could prepare answers in readi- 
ness for the census taker’s call. The mark-sense card, 
by which the enumerator recorded the answers to questions 
with an X made in the appropriate square with a special 
pencil, was used for the agriculture questionnaire as 
well as for collecting population data. In the 1951 
census it was used only for population and hoasing. 
The information recorded was transferred by electronic 
machines to the punch cards used for tabulation, speeding 
up the work of tabulation and compilation. (D.B.S. Daily 
Bulletin, May 30). 


June 4 Prairie Grain Producers Interim Financing Act, 1956.- 


The act was proclaimed in force. Regulations were 

issued under the act, dealing with the manner applications 
were to be made, the procedure on default, claims for 

loss and other matters concerned with the administration 
of the act. (SOR/56-184; P.C. 1956-830, May 31). 


June 5 Butter Sales.— The Parliamentary Assistant, for the 
Minister of Agriculture, said that reports from a 75 
per cent sample of institutions indicated an increase 
of nine per cent in consumption of butter, as a 
result of the policy of paying a rebate of 21 cents 
per lb. on the price of butter used. The policy was 
being continued. (House of Commons Debates, p.47764). 
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GATT.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce and the 
Minister: of Finance made statements on the tariff 
negotiations recently completed under GATT and re- 
leased schedules showing tariff concessions given 
and received. The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
said that United States“ concessions were limited 
by law to a maximum of 15 per cent, spread over the 
next two years and that there were a number of items, 
particularly in the agricultural and fisheries field, 
on which the United States was not prepared to 
negotiate at this time. Within these limitations the 
agreement concluded should be most satisfactory to 
both countries. The Minister of Finance said that 
Canada had made 115 reductions in the MFN tariff, 
on imports.valued in 1955 at $91 million and bindings 
on 60 items valued at $88 million. Unilateral re- 
ductions were made in five items in the British Pre- 
ferential Tariff. The new duties on agricultural 
products came into effect on June 30. (House of 
Commons Debates, June 7, p.4792, 4834; P.C. 
1956-942, June 21). 


Food and Drugs Act.- By an amendment to the Food 
and Drug regulations changes were made in the limits 
of certain substances which could be present in 
gelatin. Limits were placed on the quantity of the 
substance Captan which could be present in certain 


fruits and vegetables. (P.C. 1956-871). 


Department of TransportAct.Royal Assent was given 
to a bill to extend to May 31, 1958, the authority 


to make regulations controlling the transport of 
goods in bulk and the appointment of transport 
controllers, as provided in Section 6A of the act. 
Grains and grain products moving to meet export 
requirements were among the commodities to which 
the control authority applied. (House of Commons 
Debates, p.4814; an act to amend the Department 
of Transport Act). 


Tariff Board Act.- Royal Assent was given to 
legislation to increase the membership of the 

Tariff Board from three to five and the number of 

vice chairmen from one to two. The Minister of 

Finance, in introducing the bill on May 8, said 

that the reason for the increase was the increased 
work the board was doing with appeals under the Ex- 

cise Tax Act and the Customs Tariff and because of 
present government policy of referring to the board 

more items for consideration and report. He suggested 
that there might be two committees which could work 

on different things at the same time. (House of Commons 
Debates, p.4964; An Act to amend the Tariff Board Act). 
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June 12 Live Stock and Live Stock Products Act.- Part III 
of the act, dealing with poultry production, was amended 
to provide that all references to chicks would apply 
also to hatching eggs. Section 43(b) was amended to 
enable provision to be made for the voluntary use of 
official designations to identify poultry stock pro- 
duced under the record of performance policy of the 
Department of Agriculture. Sections 48 and 52(g), 
dealing with the submission to the Department of Agric- 
ulture. for approval of advertising material, were 
repealed. The Act was to come into force by pro- 
clamation. (House of Commons Debates, p.4964; An 
Act to amend the Live Stock and Live Stock Products 


Act). 
June 13 | United Kingdom-Canada Continuing Committee on Trade 


and Economic Affairs.- The committee met in London 

on June 13 and 14. Mr. L.W. Pearsall, Director of 
Marketing Service, represented the Canadian Department 
of Agriculture. 


June 15 Grain Deliveries.— The Canadian Wheat Board announced 
that stations where the delivery quota was over six 
bushels per specified acre would be designated as 
“Alternate Delivery Points", to which producers at 
lower quota points could deliver part of their grain 
as space permitted, without written permission from 
the board. Other stations were to be added to the 
list as their quotas were raised to seven bushels. 

The declaration was not to be made until sufficient 
time had passed for local producers to deliver their 
grain within the quota. Producers from lower quota 
stations would be permitted to deliver the quotas, 
including supplementary quotas, in effect at the 
shipping point specified in their current permit 
book. The purpose of the scheme was to give pro- 
ducers as great a degree as possible of equality 

in deliveries. (Canadian Wheat Board. Instructions 
to the Trade No. 47). 


June 17 Grain Deliveries.— Producers in Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan were granted authority to deliver a 
supplementary quota of 500 bushels of any grade of 
barley. (Canadian Wheat Board. Instructions to 
the Trade re Quotas No. 109). 


June 18 Freight Rates.— The Board of Transport Commissioners 
granted the railways authority to increase freight 
rates by seven per cent between July 3 and October 31. 
The seven per cent applied on grain and grain products, 
except where the grain moved for export under the 
Crownsnest Pass rates. The increase was an interim 
measure to apply while the board considered more 


June 25 


June 26 


June 26 
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fully an application by the railways for a general 
15 per cent increase. The hearings on the application 
were to begin in Ottawa on September 24. 


Grain Storage.-— An announcement from the Board of 

Grain Commissioners and the Canadian Wheat Board 

stated that, as a result of discussions between the 

two boards, no further applications for off-site storage 
would be considered., In reaching the decision the 

boards had considered the storage position, including 

the extent of off-site storage now licensed and the 
immobility of grain stored in many types of off-site 
storage facilities. (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions 
to the Trade No. 49). : 


Canadian Farm Loan Act.- Royal Assent was given to a 

bill to amend the Canadian Farm Loan Act. It provided 

for the granting of loans on 69 per cent of the appraised 
value of land and buildings to a maximum of $15,000. 

The previous terms were 60 per cent and $10,000 on 

first mortgage plus $2,000 on second mortgage. Provision 
was made for the repayment of loans by monthly as well 

as annual or semi-annual instalments. The maximum term was 
increased from 25 to 30 years. The amendment simplified 


the capital structure of the board and the system with 


respect to reserves. It eliminated short term, second 
and chattel mortgage loans. It made changes in the 
capital structure of the board and repealed the provision 
for setting up an advisory board. (House of Commons 
Debates, p.5425; An Act to Amend the Canadian Farm 

Loan Act). 


Feed Freight Assistance.- In reply to a request for 
increased freight assistance on western feed grains 


shipped to the Atlantic provinces the Minister of Agric- 
ulture quoted from the order in council (P.C. 1955-138) 
and from a letter to dealers of June 18, 1956. Both 
these stated that no increase in subsidy would be made 
as a result of an increase in rail freight rates. 

(House of Commons Debates, p.5379). 


' Canadian Wheat Board.— The Canadian Wheat Board 


announced that it would shortly open an office in 
Rotterdam, the Netherlands. This was to provide for 
Board representation in the Netherlands and other 
western European countries. Its purpose would be to 
establish closer relations with the import trade of 
western Europe and to provide current information on 
all phases of the Canadian grain position. The officer 
in.-charge was to be Mr. C.C. Boxer who was being trans- 
ferred from Washington. The Washington office was to 
be closed with the transfer of Mr. Boxer and the 
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board‘s interests taken over by Dr. W.C. Hopper, 
Agricultural Counsellor, Canadian Embassy. (Canadian 
Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade No. 50). 


June 29 Live Stock and Live Stock Products Act.- The regulations 
concerning Dressed and Eviscerated Poultry were amended 
to include box specifications for corrugated and fibre- 
board boxes for packing eviscerated poultry. (Ministerial 
Order). 


June 30 Customs Tariff.— Most Canadian concessions made at the 
recent GATT tariff negotiations became effective. 
Agricultural items on which reductions were not put 
into effect included common white clover seed (White 
Dutch), poppy seed, mustard seed, cherries sulphured 
or in brine (not bottled), and Zucca melons, sulphured 
or in brine. (P.C. 1956-942, June 21). 


July 2 British Caribbean Trade.-— The Minister of Trade and 
Commerce said that the government had been informed 
that the British Caribbean countries were placing apples, 
leaf tobacco, chemical fertilizers and calcium carbide 
under world open general license, effective July 2, 1956. 
This meant that these products could be imported from 
Canada without restrictions and made a large proportion 
of Canadian exports to the area completely free of re- 
striction. In 1955 Canadian exports to the area amounted 
to $42 million and they were increasing this year. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp.5555-6) . 


July ll Farm Improvement Loans Act.-— Poyal Assent was given to 
a bill to amend the Farm Improvement Loans Act. The 
legislation provided for a new three year pool period 
from April 1, 1956 to March 31, 1959. During that 
period the maximum value of bank loans to be guaranteed 
by the government was $300 million. The maximum in- 
dividual loan was increased from $4,000 to $5,000. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.5884; An Act to amend 
the Farm Improvement Loans Act) . 


July 11 Canada—Honduras Trade Agreement.- The Minister of 
Trade and Commerce announced that a trade agreement 
had been signed for the exchange of most favoured 
nation treatment between Canada and Honduras. The 
agreement, to run for an initial period of one year 
from July 18, was the first to be concluded between 
the two countries. (Department of Trade and Commerce 
press release, July 11; P.C. 1956-1090, July 19). 


July 12 Food and Drugs Act.— The Food and Drug Regulations, 
established by P.C. 1954-1728 of November 18, 1954, 
as amended, were further amended to permit the substance 
Parathion to be present on a number of fruits and 
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vegetables, to a maximum of one part per million. 
(P.C, 1956-1054) . 


Canada Dairy Products Act.-— The Canada Dairy Products 
Regulations, made by P.C. 1954-1719 of November 18, 
1954, were amended to permit the use of dry skim milk 
in the production of cultures for use in cheese making. 
The amendment also permitted a number of small packages 
of ice cream or sherbert (five fluid ounces each or 
less) to be sold in a larger unit or package than was 
permitted under the previous regulations. (P.C. 1956- 
1042). 


Cheese Marketing.-— The Minister of Agriculture was 

granted authority, under the Agricultural Products 
Co-operative Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement 

with the Ontario Cheese Producers’ Co-operative Ltd. 

for the marketing of first grade cheddar cheese pro- 

duced in Ontario in 1956 and delivered to the co-operative 
on or after May 1, 1956. The federal government guaranteed 
an initial payment of 224 cents per lb. f.o0.b. factory, 
plus a maximum allowance for handling and other charges. 
(P.C. 1956-1126) . 


Fruit Marketing.-— The Minister of Agriculture was 
granted authority, under the Agricultural Products Co- 
operative Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement 

with B.C. Tree Fruits Ltd., Kelowna, B.C., in connection 
with the marketing of apricots, peaches and prunes pro- 
duced in 1956 in the Okanagan Valley area of the 
province. (P.C. 1956-1127). 


Sunflower and Soybean Research.— In answer to a question 
the Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Agriculture 
said that there was an intensive program at Morden, 
Manitoba, in breeding oil seed sunflowers for resistance 
to rust. The variety "Beacon" had been released and 

had proved to be highly resistant to rust in the southern 
Manitoba area. Other diseases of sunflowers were being 
investigated and related to the breeding program. A 
soybean selection program, based on yield, high oil 
content and disease resistance, was also carried out 

at Morden. All the early maturing hybrid lines 

developed at Ottawa were being tested at the Morden 

farm and constituted the material from which Morden 
selections were being made. In addition hybridization 
work was started at Morden in 1956. (House of Commons 
Debates p.6412). 


Grain Deliveries.— It was announced that in the crop 
year beginning August 1, 1956 the Canadian Wheat Board 
was placing delivery quotas of five bushels per seeded 
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acre on durum wheat and flaxseed, because of the 
large increase in the area seeded to these grains. 

In the 1955456 crop year deliveries were under open 
quota. The board announced that it would consider 
applications on behalf of producers for permission to 
deliver an additional carlot of malting, pot or pearl- 
ing barley. Maltsters or shippers were to accept a 
representative sample of the barley and to pay a pre- 
mium for it, which the producer was to receive as well as 
his initial payment. The initial delivery quotas for 
wheat, other than durum, oats, barley and rye were to 
be the same as in the 1955-56 crop year. They were 
to be 100 units where each unit was the equivalent of 
three bushels of wheat, eight bushels of oats or five 
bushels of barley or rye. Following the initial 
quotas the board would again establish general quotas 
at individual stations, based on the “specified” 
acreage -— the area seeded to wheat, other than durum, 
oats, barley and rye, plus the area in summerfallow 
in'1956. All 1955-56 delivery quotas expired on 

July 31. (Canadian Wheat Board. Instructions to 

the Trade re Quotas No. 1). 


July 27 Peach Marketing.- A new authority was granted, under 
the Agricultural Products Marketing Act, to the Ontario 
Fresh-peach Growers’ Marketing Board and the Ontario 
Peach Growers" Co-operative, to regulate the marketing 
outside the province of Ontario — grown fresh peaches. 
The new order was made because the Ontario Farm Pro- 
ducts Marketing Board had amended the regulations 
concerning the marketing of fresh peaches in the 
province. There was no significant change in the 
powers granted under the new order. (P.C. 1956-1170). 


August 1 Off-Site Grain Storage.— Questioned about the pro- 

hibition of further licensing of off-site storage 

of grain the Minister of Trade and Commerce said that 
his advisers believed that type of storage (in xating 
rinks, etc.) had been carried far enough. It had been 
found that there was no turn-over of the grain and 
there was some doubt as to the condition of some of it, 
though the responsibility for the condition rested with 
the elevator company which had placed it in storage. 
The Minister said, "We think that grain should be 
available for immediate shipment as required and there- 
fore we have discontinued the policy of further 
licensing of off-site storage”. (House of Commons 
Debates, p.6783). 


August 1 Grain Shipping Policy.- The Minister of Trade and 
Commerce, in reply to a question, said that there were 
shipping orders out for western grain at every point in 
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the quantity necessary to bring that point up to the 
eight bushels quota. The purpose of leaving the 
shipping orders outstanding was the wish to make sure 
that those points which did not market their eight 
bushels in the preceding crop year would have the first 
chance to deliver grain this year. It was the intention 
to remove grain from those particular elevators, in an 
effort to make sure that those points delivered their 
eight bushel quotas this year. (House of Commons 
Debates, p.6782), 


Wheat Missions.— It was announced that during August 
and September missions from the Netherlands, Belgium 
and Norway would be wisiting Canada to study the pro- 
duction, handling, grading and merchandising of 
Canadian ‘,heat. The members of the missions were to 
comprise representatives of governments, the import 
trade and the milling industry of the three countries. 
The itineraries of the three groups were to include 
visits to centres across the country. (Canadian Wheat 
Board: Instructions to the Trade: Shippers and Ex- 
porters No. 2). 


Canada Dairy Products Act.- The Canada Dairy Products 
Regulations, made under P.C. 1954-1719 of November 18, 
1954, as amended, were further amended to extend from 
four to eight weeks the life of a regraded butter: 
certificate. (P.C. 1956-1173). 


Wheat Handling Interest Rates.— It was announced that, 
effective August 6, the rate of interest on all trans- 


actions connected with the handling of Board Agency 
wheat would be increased from 34% per cent to 4 per cent 
per aunum. (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to 

the Trade: Shippers and Exporters No. 3). 


International Wheat Agreement.- Parliament approved 
the International Wheat Agreement. In discussing 


the agreement in the House of Commons the Minister of 
Trade and Commerce welcomed the fact that Argentina 
and Sweden, as exporters, had joined the agreement for 
the first time. It marked a new departure in grain 
marketing policy for the Argentine government. The 
Minister said that because the United Kingdom had not 
joined the agreement, it was denied that country's 
leadership on the import side. However, United Kingdom 
officials had advised that their market was open to 
Canadian wheat and that they anticipated that British 
millers would continue to prefer the qualities of 
Canadian wheat. The great advantage of the agreement 
was that through it the exporting and importing 
countries were brought to a meeting at frequent 
intervals to discuss the marketing of wheat and the 
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price and conditions under which exporting countries 
sold to importing countries. (House of Commons 
Debates, August 6, pp.?053~-70; Debates of the Senate, 
August 9, pp.991-95) . 


Wheat Quotas.— It was announced that where a producer 
delivered wheat for gristing and received a return of 
the flour, bran snd shorts, paying in cash for the 
cost of gristing, the wheat would not form part of his 
delivery quota and no entry needed to be made in his 
Permit Book. The quantity so delivered was to be con- 
fined to the amount required for family use, not ex- 
ceeding 50 bushels in the crop year. Wheat delivered 
in payment of the gristing fee was to be delivered on 
Board account, valued at the current initial payments 
The miller was required to purchase such wheat on the 
basis of the current domestic sales price. (Canadian 
Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade re Quotas 

No? 5) % 


Apple Marketing.- The Minister of Agriculture was 
authorized, under the Agricultural Products Co-operative 
Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement with La Coop- 


erative Monteregienne of the Town of Rougemont, P.Q. 


The agreement was in connection with the marketing of 
applesproduced in the fruit growing districts of the 
province during 1956 and processed and sold in the 
form of apple juice, apple sauce, apple pulp or apple 
yelly. (P.C: 1956-1317). 

Seed Marketing.- The Minister of Agriculture was 
granted authority, under the Agricultural Products 
Co-operative Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement 
with the Saskatchewan Forage Crop Growers" Co-operative 
Marketing Association Ltd., Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, 
in connection with the marketing of forage crop seeds 
produced in 1956 in the province. (P.C. 1956-1218). 


Seed Grain Exports.- The Canadian Wheat Board 
announced that during the 1956-57 crop year it would 
again authorize the export of Registered and Certified 
seed oats and barley under a blanket export permit 
issued in the name of the Plant Products Division, 
Department of Agriculture. The export of Pegistered 
and Certified seed wheat would be authorized only 
under individual export permits. The Board was pre- 
pared to issue permits where satisfactory evidence was 
submitted with the individual application that the 
seed wheat was to be exported to a country normally a 
regular purchaser of the wheat and that it was for use 
in that country and not for re-export. For export 
permits to destinations other than normal markets the 
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Board said it might require satisfactory evidence 
that the wheat was being imported for seeding pur- 
poses and not for re-export or for human consumption. 
All shipments of Registered and Certified seed wheat 
were to be in sacks, sealed in accordance with the 
requirements of the Plant Products Division, Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. (Canadian Wheat Board: 


‘Instructions to the Trade, Shippers and Exporters 


No. 4). 


Customs Tariff.— An amendment to the Customs Tariff 
received Royal Assent. Action was taken to restore 
duty free entry for parts of agricultural machinery 
and equipment. Certain judicial decisions by the 
Tariff Board, relating to the wording of particular 
tariff items, had resulted in important changes in 
tariff classification practices and the scope of 

duty free entry had been narrowed substantially. 

Duty free entry was granted from March 21, 1956, for 
axles, belts and belting, bolts, chains, nuts, pulleys 
and washers for use with agricultural machinery and 
for goods entering into the cost of such machinery. 
Duties were reduced on electric freezing machines and 
parts for processing and holding frozen semen and 

for steel wall sections for ensilage silos. (House 
of Commons Debates, p.7596; An Act to amend the 
Customs Tariff). 


Excise Tax Act.— An amendment to the Excise Tax 

Act received Royal Assent. The ten per cent sales 
tax was repealed on certain items of interest to 
agriculture, including boxes for farm wagons; 
poisons used in agriculture or horticulture; id- 
entification tags for designating grades or quality 
of meat, eggs, fruits and vegetables; some machinery 
parts for agricultural implements; electric freezing 
machines and parts for processing and holding frozen 
semen; and steel wall sections for ensilage silos. 
The taxwas also repealed an materials for making 
these items. (House of Commons Debates, p. 7596; 

An Act to amend the Excise Tax Act). 


Income Tax Act.- Royal Assent was given to an act 
to amend the Income Tax Act. Section 42 was amended 
to require a farmer or fisherman who had a loss in 
the "year of averaging” to file an election by the 
date on which he would have been required to file a 
return if any tax had been payable by him that year. 
The amendment was to apply to the 1956 and subsequent 
tax years. A new subsection to Section 75 provided 

a rule for determining what was meant by "three per 
cent of the capital employed in the business at the 
commencement of the year" where the taxation year 
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of a co-operative paying patronage dividends was 
less than twelve months. It was to be in the same 
proportion as the number of days in the taxation 
year was to 365 days. A new Section 85 H clarified 
the method of determining the capital cost to a child 
of the depreciable part of farm property sold to him 
by his father. The section was applicable in deter- 
mining, at any time after 1955, the capital cost of 
depreciable property sold after 1948. (House of 
Commons Debates p.7596; An Act to amend the Income 
Tax Act). 


August 14 Prorogation of Parliament.— The Deputy Governor General 
prorogued Parliament. In the Speech from the Throne 
he said that abnormal stocks of grain resulting from 
several bumper harvests had been reduced by heavy sales 
abroad. Among items of interest to agriculture to which 
he made reference were the government guarantee on bank 
loans secured by farm stored grain, the treasury authoriz- 
ation to bear storage costs on Canadian Wheat Board stocks 
of wheat above normal carryover levels; and the enlarge- 
ment of services available through the Canadian Farm 
Loan Board and the Farm Improvement Loans Act. (House 
of Commons Debates, pp.7596-7). 


August 2] Grain Quotas.— A supplementary quota of five bushels 
per seeded acre was authorized to obtain sufficient 
quantities of soft white spring wheat. Special permits 
were to be issued to producers who had contracted with 
mills for the production of this variety. (Canadian 
Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade re Quotas 
No. 6). 


August 23 Grain Quotas.— The Canadian Wheat Board announced that, 
if it became necessary during the crop year to authorize 
supplementary quotas to obtain supplies of particular 
kinds or grades of grain, such quotas would be based 
on seeded or specified acreage. In previous seasons 
they were for specified quantities. The new arrange- 
ments were designed to provide a more equitable basis 
of delivery than the former method. (Canadian Wheat 
Board: Instructions to the Trade re Quotas No. 7). 


August 27 Fuel Qil.-— It was announced that considerable 
difficulty had been experienced in obtaining a de- 
naturing agent for inedible grease which complied with 
all departmental requirements for specific gravity, 
flash point, initial boiling point, colour, odour 
and taste. It has been found that No. 2 fuel oil 
complied’ with most of the requirements and it 
had therefore been decided to permit its use on a 
trial basis. (Health of Animals Division). 
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Seed Grain Quotas.— The Canadian Wheat Board 
announced that, in order to facilitate the sale of 
commercial seed, it would consider applications 

from agents on behalf of producers who wished to 
deliver in excess of their quota commercial graded 
seed oats, barley, rye or flaxseed or these grains 
which were suitable for commercial seed after cleaning. 
Samples were to be accepted by a recognized seed 
cleaning plant. A producer was entitled to deliver 
only one car of grain. Applications were to contain 
ail information called for on the forms, including 
the amount of the special selection premium over the 
Board's initial payment price, to be paid by the 
purchaser to the producer. Commercial seed oats 

and barley delivered under this authority were to 

be marketed through the Canadian Wheat Board. 
(Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade 

re Quotas No. 8). 


Wheat for Pakistan.- The Canadian Government offered 
Pakistan as a gift 25,000 tons of wheat, to assist in 
relieving a serious food shortage in that country. 
The wheat shipment was to be financed temporarily 
with funds voted by Parliament for Colombo Plan pur- 
poses. The Government planned to recommend to 
Parliament that this portion of the Colombo Plan 

vote be replaced with new money appropriated for the 
purpose in order to prevent the total of Canada’s 
regular Colombo Plan program for the various countries 
in South and Southeast Asia from falling below the 
intended level. The Pakistan Government was expected 
to devote the local currency proceeds from the dis- 
tribution of the wheat to economic development pro- 
jects in Pakistan agreed between the two governments. 
{Department of External Affairs press release, 

August 30). 


Food and Drugs Act.— Among the amendments to the 

Food and Drug Regulations were changes in the nom- 
enclature for a number of milk products. The amended 
regulations provided for the optional inclusion of 
acid-reducing salts in chocolate drink and ice cream 
mix and of not more than two per cent bacterial culture 
(which was defined in a new section) in cheddar cheese. 
Minimum fat content on a dry basis was specified for 
several additional types of cheese. (P.C. 1956-1347). 


Cheese Marketing.- The Ontario Cheese Producers’ Co- 
operative Ltd. was authorized to make a payment, 
subsequent to the initial payment, on first grade 
Ontario cheddar cheese delivered to it after May l, 
1956, to be marketed under the terms of the Agricultural 
Products Co-operative Marketing Act. The payment, 
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not to exceed 10% cents per lb., was to be guaranteed 
by the Province of Ontario. The provincial govern- 
ment set a ceiling of $750,000 on its guarantee to 

the banks. This sum was expected, on the basis of 
cheese production estimates, to be sufficient to cover 
the amount of the payment. The further payment was 
not to increase the liability of the federal Minister 
of Agriculture under the terms of the agreement to 
guarantee 22% cents per lb. for first grade cheddar 
cheese, f.o.b. factory. (P.C. 1956-1363). 


Customs Tariff.— The customs tariff item on fresh 
tomatoes was amended for the period September 6 

to October 31, 1956, to enable Canadian processors 

to import at reduced rates fresh tomatoes for use 

in making tomato products in their own factories. 
During that period the most-favoured—nation duty on 
such tomatoes was reduced to 10 per cent ad valorem. 
On other fresh tomatoes the seasonal duty of 1% cents 
per lb. was in effect in Quebec, Ontario and the 
western provinces. (P.C. 1956-1345). 


Fruit, Vegetables and Honey Act.— Amendments to the 
Fruit, Vegetables and Honey Regulations included 


Changes in the grade requirements for certain fruits 
and vegetables. They dealt with “watercore” as a 
grade defect in some grades of apples and crab- 
apples. New grades were established for apricots 
and there was an additional grade for cherries. The 
regulations established a new cleanliness standard 
for Canada No. 2 grade potatoes and provided for a 
more restrictive application of grade tolerances 

for all grades of potatoes. Other amendments provided 
for new standard containers and clarified the intent 
of certain sections. (Ministerial Order). 


Live Stock and Live Stock Products Act.— An amendment 
to the Regulations respecting the Grading of Mutton 
and Lamb Carcasses, established by P.C. 4932 of 
December 3, 1947, adjusted the weight ranges for lamb 
and mutton classes. The basic quality grades were 

not changed. The new weight ranges were designed 

to bring the official grades more closely into line 
with present commercial pricing methods. (P.C. 
1956-1369) . 


Seeds Act.— The Seeds Regulations were amended to 
require that imported red clover and alfalfa seed, 
when offered for sale, be labelled as to the country 
of origin. The country of origin was formerly in- 
dicated by the colour staining of the seed. The 
colour staining procedures were simplified. Grass, 
clover and alfalfa seed mixtures, when intended for 
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other than lawn or turf grass purposes, were to con- 
tain a descriptive labelling - for example “hay 
mixture” , "pasture mixture" or "hay and pasture 
mixture”. Previously only lawn or turf mixtures 
were required to be labelled. Other changes in the 
regulations were of an administrative and procedural 
nature. (Ministerial Order). 


Czech Grain Missian.— The Canadian Wheat Board announced 
that a grain mission from Czechoslovakia had arrived 

in Canada. The mission visited western grain farm%, |, 
inspected grain handling facilities, studied the 
inspection, grading and merchandising of Canadian 

grain and visited centres such as the Cereal Laboratory 
and the Board of Grain Commissioners. (Crnadian Wheat 
Board: Instructions to the Trade, Shippers and Exporters, 
No. 6). 


Feeding Stuffs Act.- Changes in the Feeding Stuffs 
(Ministerial) Regulations included provision for an 
increase in the minimum protein requirement. for 
broiler feeds and a modification to the definition 
for meat meal to permit a small tolerance for blood. 
The definitions for oat feed and oat hulls were 
clarified. A modification was made of the definition 
for No. 1 Feed S ov.senings to bring it into line with 
the definition in the regulations under the Canada 
Grain Act. Some obsolete definitions were eliminated. 
(Ministerial Order). 


Potato Marketing.-— The Prince Edward Island Potato 
Marketing Board was granted a new authority, under 
the Agricultural Products Marketing Act, to exercise 
in interprovincial and export trade similar powers 
to those which it was granted within the province 

by provincial law. The order was passed because 

the board was operating under a new marketing plan, 
following the enactment of the Marketing Act, 1956, 
repealing the 1951 act. The order revoked P,C. 

4648 of December 17, 1952. (P.C, 1956-1478). 


German Grain Mission.- The Canadian Wheat Board 
announced the arrival on October 9 of a .wission 
from the Federal Republic of Germany. After in- 
specting grain handling and harbour facilities 

on the Pacific coast the mission inspected western 
farming areas and visited Ottawa and Montreal. 

The purpose of the visit was to enable the members 
of the mission to study the handling, storing, 
grading and merchandising of Canadian wheat. 
(Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade, 
Shippers and Exporters, No. 8). 
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Pest Control Products Act.- Section 4 of the Pest 
Control Products Regulation of December 2, 1954, 

was amended to add a new paragraph (f) exempting 

from the application of the regulations any product 
registered under the Feeding Stuffs Act. (Ministerial 
Order). 


Grain Delivery Quotas.— It was announced that, as a 


questionnaire recently completed by elevator agents 
had indicated very limited supplies of Alberta red 
winter, Alberta winter and soft white spring wheats, 
the quota delivery restrictions for these grains 
would be lifted. Producers were permitted to de- 
liver such wheat at the regular shipping point, 
regardless of the delivery quota in effect for 

other types of wheat. The delivery quotas on durum 
wheat and flaxseed were increased from five to eight 
bushels per seeded acre, subject to a minimum delivery 
quota of 300 bushels. (Canadian Wheat Board: 
Instructions to the Trade re Quotas, No. 27, October 
18; Nos. 29 and 30, October 19). 


Parkland Barley.- In order to keep Parkland barley 
seed in western Canada for production purposes the 
blanket permit for the export of seed oats and 

barley was withdrawn for barley. Effective immediately 
the export of registered and/ or certified barley was to 
be authorized only under individual export permits. 
Applications were to state the variety of barley in 
addition to other information. The ban on the export 
of Parkland barley seed was to remain until the end 

of the current crop year. (Canadian Wheat Board: 
Instructions to the Trade, Shippers and Exporters, 

No. 10). 


Turkey Marketing.— The Minister of Agriculture was 
granted authority, under the Agricultura] Products 
Co-operative Marketing Act, to enter into an agree-— 
ment with Societe Cooperative Avicole Regionale of 
the Town of Saint-Damase, Quebec, in connection 
with the marketing of turkeys produced in the pro- 
vince in 1956 to be processed and sold in the form 
of dressed turkey. (P.C. 1956-1572). 


Parkland Barley.- It was announced that over 200,000 
bushels of seed would be distributed on the basis of 
one allocation of seed, between two and ten bushels, 
to each farmer. It was to be distributed in the 
three prairie provinces, excluding the Peace River 
rea. Registered seed was to be released to 

December 1 to registered seed growers with a Crop 
Registration certificate for any of the years 1953 

to 1956. After that date the balance, if any, was 
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to be sold to others desiring registered rather 
than certified seed. . Prices were to depend on 
grade, with a basic price of $3.00 per bushel for 
Certified No. 2. (Department of Agriculture press 


release). 
October 25 Prairie Grain Producers Interim Financing Act, 1956.- 


The provisions of the act were extended to apply 

to the 1956-57 crop year. Producers of western 
wheat (other than durum), oats, barley and rye were 
able to obtain bank loans, during the period October 
1, 1956 to June 1, 1957, on the security of farm 
stored threshed grain and such loans were to be 
government guaranteed. The terms were the same as 
those on the 1955 crop. No loans were to be made 
to borrowers with loans outstanding from 1955-56. 
(Department of Finance press release, October 26; 
P.C. 1956-1596, October 25). 


November 15 Barley Price.- The Canadian Wheat Board Announced 
that it was making final payments to western pro- 
ducers on barley delivered to the 1955-56 pool. 
Total deliveries were 113,887,000 bushels and the 
amount available for distribution $15,217,000. The 
payment per bushel varied according to grade; 
for No. 3 C.W. Six-Raw. barley it was 12.719 
cents per bushel, making a total payment for this 
grade of nearly $1.09 per bushel, basis in store 
Fort William-Port Arthur. (Canadian Wheat Board: 
Instructions to the Trade re Coarse Grains, No. 10). 


November 19 Ontario Marketing Legislation.— The Supreme Court 
opened a further hearing on the validity of Ontario's 
marketing legislation. After one and a half days 
the court again reserved judgment. 


November 21 Wheat Exchange.- The Canadian Wheat Board announced 
the termination of its wheat exchange policy, which 
came into operation on November 18, 1955. Under the 
scheme western producers were permitted to exchange, 
on a bushel for bushel basis, stocks of Nos. 1 to 4 
Northern Wheat for Board stocks of Nos. 5 and 6 and 
Feed wheat. The Board stated that low grade wheat 
was available on farms in a great many areas so that 
the exchange system was no longer necessary. (Canadian 
Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade No. 28). 


November 22 Cheese Marketing.- The Ontario Cheese Producers‘ 
Co-operative Ltd. was authorized to raise from 10% 
to ll cents per lb. its payment on first grade Ontario 
cheddar cheese produced after May 1, 1956. The payment 
was made under a maximum Ontario government guarantee 
to the banks of $750,000 and was in addition to the 
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federal guarantee of an initial payment of 22% cents 
per lb. f.0.b. factory. 
(PC: +1956-1753) . 


November 23 _ Marking of Meat Products.— It had been the policy 
. of the Health of Animals Division to allow only one 

imprint of the Canada Approved legend on any package 
or container of meat or meat food product prepared in 
an inspected establishment. Because of the trend to- 
wards the marketing of consumer sized packages some 
manufacturers had been having “repeat"™ markings printed 
and had been cutting and wrapping the product before 
shipping it to the retail trade. The Health of Animals 
Division decided that it was no longer necessary to 
cut casings into individual pieces at the plant of 
origin. Plant managements were asked to submit labels 
for approval showing the number of times the markings 
would appear on the individual casing. (Health of 
Animals Division, Circular 1956-79) . 


November 23 Polish Meat Inspection.-— The name of Poland was added 
to the list of countries where the meat inspection 
service had been found satisfactory to Canada in 
accordance with Section 6, Subsection (1) of the meat 
inspection regulations under the Meat and Canned Foods 
Act. The effect of the decision was to permit the entry 
into Canada of Polish meats. Imports were however, 
limited to cooked canned meats, cooked canned meat 
food products, edible tallow and oleo stearine. 

The limitation was applied under Section 185 of the 
Animal Contagious Diseases Act which limits sources 

of imports of other meats and meat products to countries 
declared free of foot and mouth disease and rinderpest, 
(Health of Animals Division Circular 1956-80) . 


November 27 Ontario Tobacco Marketing.— The Minister of Justice 
tabled the report of the Restrictive Trade Practices 
Commission on "... the Production, Purchase and Sale 
of Flue-Cured Tobacco in Ontario”. It resulted from 
an inquiry under the Combines Investigation Act into 
the operations of the Flue-Cured Tobacco Marketing 
Association of Ontario. The Commission found that 
flue-cured tobacco growers and communities in the 
tobacco growing areas had received important benefits 
fronmarket stabilization. It stated its belief that 
membership arrangements should not be such that 
entrance to the market on the part of other producers 
was dependent on the will of the Association. The 
rules forbidding dealings between member and non- 
member producers and the rigidity of individual 
acreage allotments were thought to work against the 
most efficient use of resources. There was a 


November 28 


November 29 


November 29 


Banc)! pee 


possibility that the system of determination of acreage 
allotments, apparently to avoid surpluses, might affect 
the quantity of tobacco available for export and lead 
to a slower development of the industry than would 
otherwise occur. The Commission considered unhealthy 
the creation, for farms with “rights”, of values which 
were not based on productive capacity. It considered 
that, if it were necessary for producers and buyers to 
be regulated, the only course appeared to be for growers 
to secure government authorization for the appropriate 
control measures. The Association should approach 

the Ontario Farm Products Marketing Board to make a 
study of the most appropriate marketing arrangements. 
The Quebec and federal Departments of Agriculture 
should be invited to take part in the study. Acreage 
control, if considered necessary, should be by 
voluntary action, not private reguiation. A grading 
service for members and provision for processing and 
storing crops might be re-established. (Report con- 
cerning the Production, Purchase and Sale of Flue- 
Cured Tobacco in Ontario). 


Grain Delivery Quotas.— From November 30 the delivery 
quota on flaxseed was increased from eight to eleven 


bushels per seeded acre of flaxseed. The minimum de- 
livery quota of 300 bushels remained unchanged. At 

the same time a supplementary quota was put into 

effect for Manitoba and Saskatchewan barley. Producers 
with delivery points in those provinces were authorized 
to deliver an additional three bushels per seeded acre 
of barley, with a minimum of 150 bushels. (Canadian 
Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade re Quotas, 

Nos. 41 and 42). 


Oats Price.— The Canadian Wheat Board closed the 1955- 
56 western oats pool. Deliveries were 71,387,000 
bushels and the amount available for distribution to 
producers was $8,170,000, averaging 11.4 cents a bushel 
On No. 2 C.W. oats the final payment was 14.697 cents 

a bushel making a total payment for this grade of 79.7 
cents a bushel basis in store Fort William—Port Arthur. 
(P.C. 1956-1786; P.C. 1956-1787) . 


Prairie Grain Producers Interim Financing Act, 1956.- 
The Prairie Grain Producers Interim Financing 
Regulations, 1956, were amended. The chief purpose 
of the amendment was to give effect to the decision 
to make government guaranteed loans available to 
western grain producers during the period October l, 
1956 to June 1, 1957. This was designated in the 
amended regulations as the “extended period”. A new 
form was prescribed for laans made during this period. 
The loans were to be made for such term as the bank 
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considered appropriate but, unless payable on demand, 
were not to be for a term ending after September l, 
1957. (P.C. 1956-1772) . 


Federal—Provincial Agricultural Conference.- The 
conference met in Ottawa from December 3 to 5. In 


his address of welcome the Minister of Agriculture 
discussed parity prices and farm income. 


Pure-Bred Sire Loan Requlations.— Regulations were 
issued, under Section 97 of the Financial Administration 


Act, dealing with the lending to associations of pure- 
bred sires for the purpose of breeding for stock im- 
provement. The new regulations did not represent any 
departure in policy from the accepted practices. They 
formalized operations under the clause of the act 
providing that transfers, leases or loans of Her 
Majesty‘s property were not to be made except in 
accordance with regulations or under the direction 

of the Governor in Council. The regulations provided 
that a group of farmers organized for the purpose as 
an association could obtain the loan of a pure-bred 
animal from the Department of Agriculture, subject to 
certain conditions. These specified the way in which 
the animal was to be kept and defined the responsibility 
for paying veterinary, transport and other costs in 
connection with the loan of the animal. The period of 
an agreement between the Department and an association 
was limited to six years. (P.C. 1956-1834). 


Live Stock and Live Stock Products Act.- The Dressed 
and Eviscerated Poultry Regulations, made under the act 
by P.C. 1954-2022 of December 22, 1956, were amended 

to take account of developments in poultry processing 
and merchandising methods. As a result of the changes 
it was no longer necessary to mark individually poultry 
intended for further processing, as for soup manufacture. 
The requirement that each box contain a specified number 
of birds was revoked. It was specified that in squat 
pack and breast pack the birds were to be placed in a 
single layer with breast visible for easy inspection. 
Provision was made also in the new regulations for ice 
packed poultry. A requirement was added that fibre- 
board boxes were to be new and that ail other containers 
were to be new or as new. Shipments from Canada of 
2,000 lb. or less in weight were excluded from the 
requirement for inspection at the point of shipment. 

The import packing requirements were amended so that 
they were uniform with the general requirements. (P.C. 
1956-1833) . 


Live Stock and Live Stock Products Act.-— The Regulations 
Respecting the Grading, Packing and Marking of Eggs, made 
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under the act by P.C. 1954-1970 of December 16, 1954, 
were amended to permit the use of paperboard cases or 
boxes for the shipment of eggs out of Canada. (P.C. 
1956-1832) . 


Egg Price Support.- The Agricultural. Prices Support 
Board was authorized to provide price support for eggs 
in 1957. The support took the form of an offer to 
purchase eggs .during.an -appro;iate period in 1957, at 
a price equivalent to 38 cents a dozen for Grade A 
Large eggs, with appropriate price differentials for 
other grades of eggs and egg products, plus a maximum 
allowance of five cents a-dozen for: storage charges. 
(P.C. 1956-1864) . 


Freight Rates.- The Board of Transport Commissioners | 
granted the railways authority to increase freight 
rates from January 1, 1957, by four per cent. This 
was .in addition to the interim seven per.cent by 
which rate increases were permitted from July 3.The 
railways’ request was for an increase of 15 per cent. 
The newest increase was described by the Board as a 
“measure of additional interim relief pending final 
determination of the application”. 


Colombo Plan.— It was announced that the government 


would make $2 million available to Ceylon in the 


fiscal year 1956-57. An exchange of notes between 


.the two.governments confirmed the allocation of: funds. 


As part of the assistance Canada was to continue send-— 


-ing shipments of flour to Ceylon. The Ceylon govern- 


ment undertook to establish counterpart funds of rupees 
to be used for agreed economic development purposes. 
The value of flour shipments in the 1956-57 program was 
to be about $640,000. (Department of External 

Affairs. press release). 


Food and Drugs Act.-— The Food and Drug Regulations, 


established by P.C..1954-1915 of December 8, 1954, 

as amended, were further amended to specify the 
permissable quantities of ethylene dibromide, 
sulphenone and methyl bromide as inorganic bromide 
which. may be present on. specified fruits, vegetables, 
grains and nuts. The amendment also.contained a de- 
finition of honey wine. (P.C. 1956-1921). 
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PREFACE 


This publication is the sixth in a series recording chron- 
ologically changes in federal policies affecting agriculture and 
events of importance in connection with such policies. The 
material in the first five annual volumes has been consolidated 
and published under the title “Chronology of Canadian Agricultural 
Policies, 1952-1956". 


In recording the sources of the items certain procedures 
have been followed. The date has been omitted where it is the 
same as that under which the item is listed. The initials "P.C.” 
refer to orders in council and "SOR" to statutory orders and 
regulations. As a rule new legislation is listed only when it 
receives Royal Assent or is gazetted. 


An index follows the chronological section of this bulletin. 
It begins on page 64. 
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A CHRONOLOGY FOR 1957 


Farm Improvement Loans Act.- New regulations were issued 
under the act, revoking those established by P.C. 1954 - 
1840 of December 1, 1954. Under the new regulations loans 
could be obtained for some additional purposes such as the 
construction of a road or driveway on a farm and the pur- 
chase of station wagons, sewing machines, clothes driers 

and ironers. The maximum of loans for the purchase of 

bulk milk tanks and milk coolers was raised, in the case 

of new equipment, from 66 2/3 per cent of the cash price 

to 80 per cent. The term for repayment of loans for the 
purchase of farm trucks was reduced from three to two and 

a half years, the latter period applying also for station 
wagon loan. repayments, The maximum terms for the repayment 
of loans were adjusted to take into account the raising of 
the ceiling from $4,000 to $5,000, as provided in the 1956 
amendment to the act. The suggested maximum period for 
loans not exceeding $3,500 (formerly $3,000) was seven 
years. For loans not exceeding $5,000 (formerly $4,000) the 
maximum statutory period of ten years remained in effect, 
(PLC. 9195724) . 


Freight Rates.— An agreed charge between New Brunswick 
potato shippers and the railways became effective. The 
agreement provided that not less than 85 per cent of the 
volume forwarded by the shippers was to be given to the 
rail carriers. Freight rates under the agreement were 
from four to seven cents per 100 lb. lower than the rates 
which would otherwise have been charged. 


Grain Exchange.-— The Canadian Wheat Board announced that 
it was permitting companies to exchange Board stocks of 
any variety of red spring wheat grading Nos. 1, 2 or 3 
Northern or amber durum wheat grading Nos 1-3 C.W., Extra 
No. 4 C.W. or No. 4 C.W. for lower grade wheat, The pur- 
pose of the exchange was to enable a producer to secure 
his seed requirements, to a maximum of 500 bushels. The 
exchange was to be made on a bushel for bushel basis, 
with a cash settlement for the difference in grade, on 
the basis of the Board"s domestic sales price plus the 
usual elevator charges. Companies were also permitted to 
exchange with producers stocks of oats or barley suitable 
for seeding for lower grades of the same kind of grain, 
to a »maximum of 300 bushels. (Canadian Wheat Board: 
Instructions to the Trade no. 37, January 7: re Coarse 
Grains no. 14, January 8). 
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Seed Grain.- The Canadian Wheat Board announced arrange- 
ments by which producers gould obtain registered or certi- 
fied seed wheat, oats, barley, rye or flaxseed for seeding 
purposes, A producer wishing to purchase up to 150 bushels 
of such grains through Crop Improvement Associations, the 
Crop Testing Plan, from a dealer or from a registered seed 
grower, to be used for seeding purposes on his farm, could 
deliver and sell to an elevator company not more than 400 
bushels of any kind of commercial grain in excess of pre- 
sent or future delivery quotas. The grain was to be applied 
in payment or part payment for the seed. The proceeds from 
the commercial grain were not to exceed the cost of the 
seed purchased, The arrangement was to expire on June 30, 
1957. (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade 

re Quotas no. 54), 


Grain Deliveries.— The Canadian Wheat Board'‘s arrangements 
for the over quota delivery of commercial seed oats, barley, 
rye and flaxseed (announced August 28, 1956) were amended 

to provide that such deliveries were not to be charged 
against subsequent increases in the quota, as was formerly 
the practice. (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the 
Trade re Quotas no. 55). 


New Session of Parliament.— A new session of Parliament 


was opened by the Governor General. In the Speech from 
the Throne he referred to a proposal to recommend in the 
Senate the establishment of a committee "to consider what 
should be done to make better use of land for agriculture 
and thus to contribute more effectively to the improvement 
of agricultural production and the incomes of those engag- 
ed in it". Legislation was promised to continue the 
Canadian Wheat Board as the sole marketing agency for 
western wheat, oats and barley. The authority was due 

to expire on July 31, 1957. (House of Commons Debates, 
Deas 


Royal Commission on Canada’s Economic Prospects.— The 
preliminary report of the Commission was tabled in the 
House of Commons. Some of the predictions for agriculture 
were:— (i) output per man hour would increase at an 
annual rate of three per: cent until 1970 and 2.5 per cent 
for the following ten years; (ii) productivity would con- 
tinue to increase at a high rate for the next 15 years, 
though not as rapidly as in the past decade; (iii) net 
agricultural output would decline from 13 per cent of total 
output (1955) to six per cent in 1980; (iv) employment 

in agriculture would drop from 15 per cent of the total 
labor force (1955) to eight per cent in 1980 and the actual 
numbers employed in agriculture would decline from 817,000 
to 735,000; (v) trade in agricultural products would not 
increase materially; (vi) there would be a continuation of 
the trends for land to go out of production in eastern 
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Canada and for farms to increase in size, particularly dur- 
ing the next ten years; (vii) for the first half of the 25 
year period agricultural output would continue to change 

in emphasis to livestock products. The increase in output 

to meet the rise in domestic demand for food would not be 
large by 1965. Between 1965 and 1970 increased demand would 
begin to have a decided impact on the pattern of agricultural 
output and on the structure of farming. There would be more 
intensive land use to produce more meat, poultry and eggs. 

By 1980 farm size would rise to 116 per cent of the 195] 
figure, the number of farms would decrease to 87 per cent, 
the labor force to 8 per cent and the physical volume of 
livestock production would increase to 212 per cent. The 
physical volume of all agricultural production (1947-55=100) 
would be 185. In the policy field the Commission recommended 
retention of the present system of marketing wheat and coarse 
grains. It suggested the desirability of giving wheat farmers 
advance price and delivery information. Under the plan put 
forward the announced initial price would apply to the 
quantity expected to be moved off farms in the next marketing 
year, assuring producers a minimum income. There would be 

a guaranteed delivery quota for each producer, based possibly 
On previous production records. If the Canadian Wheat Board 
could not take delivery of the guaranteed quantity it would 
be required to pay for it. The balance could be stored on 
the farm or used for feed, To deal with short-term surpluses 
farmers might be offered inducements to increase the area 
under summerfallow or to divert to other crops. The Commission 
saw no need for any permanent reduction from present Canadian 
wheat acreage. It was suggested that, in the near future, 
funds which might be earmarked for extensive irrigation 
schemes could possibly be better used elsewhere, There was 

a proposal that a limit might be imposed on the number of 
years in which payments would be made under the Prairie 

Farm Assistance Act in areas with a high record of crop 
failures. If adopted assistance should be offered to those 
willing to establish elsewhere, In the Maritimes the 
Commission recommended consolidation of holdings and assist-— 
ance to farmers willing to move to other occupations. 
Particular attention to the forest potential was suggested 
and the assistance of the federal government to provincial 
governments in working out a better system of land use. 

The Commission expressed a preference for the determination 
of support prices on the advice of a full-time board rather 
than by the application of formulae. It forecast increases 
in co-operative activity and compulsory marketing through pro- 
vincial producer boards. It suggested increases in the 

terms of farm loans. (Royal Commission on Canada‘s Economic 
Prospects. Preliminary Report. December 1956). 


Wheat Exports to U.S.- The Canadian Wheat Board announced 
that it was prepared to ease quota delivery regulations 
to permit the sale of low grade wheat by producers to truckers 
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for export to the United States, Producers could deliver for 
export the equivalent of three bushels per specified acre 

on the understanding that it would be charged as an advance 
quota when the authorized delivery quota at their station 

was increased to five bushels, The instruction specified 

the manner in which the wheat was to be weighed, graded and 
recorded. (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the 

Trade no. 38). 


Royal Commission on Canada's Economic Prospects.-— In 
answer to a question on the preliminary report of the 


Royal Commission on Canada's Economic Prospects the Prime 
Minister said that some parts of the report did not sur- 
prise him at all but others did “because they seemed to 
indicate a conception of the existing situation, for example 
with respect to the wheat board, that did not fit with my 
conception of what the wheat board was, I was rather sur- 
prised that there should be in that section pages that 
appeared to me not to reflect a proper, conception of what 
parliament had intended the role of the wheat board to be." 
(House of Commons Debates, pp. 119-20). 


Livestock Improvement.- The regulations respecting contri- 
butions for livestock improvement, approved by T.B. 477583 of 
November 18, 1954, were amended by adding a new section con-— 
cerning market lamb shows and sales competitions. (.T.B. 
510549) . 


Seeds Act.— The Seeds Regulations were amended to allow a 
wider tolerance of common wheat in certified and commercial 
grades of durum wheat seed. (Ministerial Order). 


Maritime Freight Rates Act.— Asked if the government had 
any plans for revising the Maritime Freight Rates Act the 
Minister of Transport said the matter was under consideration. 


(House of Commons Debates, pp.326-7), 


Cheese Marketing.— The Minister of Agriculture was granted 
authority,under the Agricultural Products Co-operative 
Marketing Act, to extend the terms of the agreement with 

the Ontario Cheese Producers’ Co-operative Ltd. for the 
marketing of Ontario cheddar cheese. An agreement authorized 
by P.C. 1956-1126 of July 20, 1956 applied to first grade 
cheddar cheese produced in the province in 1956 and provided 
for a federal government guarantee of an initial payment of 
22% cents per lb. f.0.b. factory plus an allowance for 
handling and other charges. The extension of the agreement 
made it valid for cheese produced in Ontario up to April 

30, 1957. Approval was also given to continue to April 30 
the subsequent payment by the co-operative of 1] cents per 
lb, made under a guarantee by the Province of Ontario. 

(PC. LLIoLaOOk > 
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Ontario Marketing Legislation.— The Supreme Court handed 
down its judgment on the validity of Ontario“s marketing 


legislation, giving qualified approval to practically all 

the questions raised on the existing legislation,With respect 
to questions 7 and 8 concerning a proposed amendment to the 
Ontario Farm Products Marketing Act it appeared that the 
majority of the Court considered the use of license fees 

for the payment of losses and the equalizing of returns in 
marketing surpluses to be ultra vires. (Supreme Court of 
Canada: Judgment). 


National Housing Act.- The maximum interest rate on new 
insured loans under Part I of the National Housing Act 
was raised from 54 to six per cent. (House of Commons 
Debates, p. 433, P.C. 1957-90, January 21). 


Price Support.— Price support was one of the subjects 
dealt with by the Minister of Agriculture in an address 

to the annual meeting of the Canadian Federation of Agric- 
ulture. He referred first to butter, saying that one of 
the reasons for the success of the program was the necessity 
of storing butter in the summer for use in the winter. It 
was not easy for individuals to upset the workings of the 
stabilization plan, With eggs the situation was different. 
The coming of hatcheries had made it possible for a man 

to have high production whenever he desired it. This had 
resulted in a heavy production of eggs in December. If the 
hatcheries, the producers of eggs and the trade were to 
co-operate it should be possible to have a support price 
which would be the same at any given period of the year. 

So far it had not been possible to set up a system. that 
would work successfully. The ability to change the time 
of high production applied to broilers and poultry in 
general. It was therefore thought wise that the degree of 
co-operation necessary to the stabilization of egg support 
should be established before an attempt was made to extend 
support to poultry. The hog price support of $23.00 per 
100 1b. warm dressed weight could be maintained as long 

as imports were not possible or if prices in the United 
States’ market improved, An effort was being made to es- 
tablish supports for apples and potatoes based on market- 
ing fresh only the high grades, An attempt was being 

made to encourage a market for processed products to use 
the lower grades. (Address ... Winnipeg). 


Marketing Legislation.— The Prime Minister was asked 
whether, as a result of the Supreme Court's judgment, it 
would be within the jurisdiction of a province to allow 
producer marketing boards to adopt price equalizing policies. 
He was also asked whether it would be necessary to intro- 
duce federal legislation to set up marketing boards covering 
products going into interprovincial trade. He replied 

that it would be quite improper for him to try to say 


=f a 


what would be the jurisdiction of the provinces now. They 
had had an answer from the courts to the questions they 
had submitted and he thought it was for them to take the 
responsibility of determining what defined their proper 
jurisdiction in the field. He added that what might be 
done in introducing federal legislation would depend on 
representations from provincial governments, (House of 
Commons Debates, pp.593-4). 


January 25 Grain Deliveries.— The delivery quotas on flaxseed and 
durum wheat were increased. For durum wheat quotas were 
raised from eight to 12 bushels per seeded acre of 
durum wheat, with a minimum delivery for each permit 
holder of 400 bushels. The previous minimum was 300 
bushels. Flaxseed quotas were increased from 11 to 15 
bushels per seeded acre of flaxseed. The minimum delivery 
quota of 300 bushels remained unchanged. (Canadian Wheat 
Board: Instructions to the Trade re Quotas nos. 60, 6l, 
January 21). 


January 30 Senate Committee on Land Use.-— The Senate approved the 
appointment of a special committee to “consider and re- 
port on land use in Canada and what should be done to 
ensure that our land resources are most effectively 
utilized for the benefit of the Canadian economy and the 
Canadian people and, in particular, to increase both 
agricultural production and the incomes of those engaged 
in it ...”. The Leader of the Government in the Senate 
said that the tasks of the committee would be to make a 
broad survey of land use in Canada, to focus public 
attention on all aspects of the problem and to invite 
the best minds in the country to give their views on 
appropriate solutions, particularly those which would 
benefit the farmer and tend to raise farm incomes. 
(Debates of the Senate, pp.88-99), 


January 30 U.S,—-Canada Surplus Disposal.— Questioned on the 
possibility of a co-ordinated U.S.-Canada wheat disposal 
program, the Minister of Trade and Commerce said that 
Canada did attempt to work closely with the disposal 
agencies of the United States, "... without too much 
success, I may say ...°, but would continue to see that 
whenever parallel action was possible it was taken. 


(House of Commons Debates, p.792), 


January 30 Wheat Price.~ The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
announced an interim payment on western wheat delivered 
to the 1955-56 pool. It was ten cents per bushel on all 
grades of wheat except the milling grades of durum wheat, 
on which it was 25 cents, The payment provided for the 
distribution to producers of $37.3 million. (House of 
Commons Debates, p.791; P.C. 1957-190, February 7). 


January 31 
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Animal Contagious Diseases Act.- The regulations were 
amended to widen the age limits of the official period 


for the vaccination of calves against brucellosis. The 
period was increased to include the four to 11 month group 
(: formerly it covered only the six to eight month group). 
(PCs 1957-1243. 


Wheat Marketing.— During the second reading of the bill 
to extend for five years the provisions of the Canadian 
Wheat Board Act the Minister of Trade and Commerce review- 
ed the history of wheat marketing in Canada since the 
early 1920's. He pointed out that the Canadian Wheat Board 
as at present constituted was a producers' board. The 
money involved belonged to producers and the salaries of 
board members were paid by producers. It was strictly a 
marketing organization and that was one reason Why the 
board, strongly supported by the government, had resisted 
all efforts to put it in the money-lending business by 
making advances to producers against grain stored on 
farms, He said, “To put the wheat board into the bus-— 
iness of making farm advances is the surest way I know 

of playing into the hands of those who would like to 

wreck the board as an effective marketing agency for 

the producer". He added that the Gordon Commission's 
recommendations were obviously based on incorrect 
understanding of present marketing methods. He pointed 

to a statement on the method of fixing initial prices, 
Saying that thg government guarantee on these applied 

only on such wheat as the farmer might deliver during 

the next crop year, and not on wheat not delivered then. 
He also criticized the suggestion that the board fix 
delivery quotas for individual producers on the basis of 
past records of acreage and yield, terming it a "quite 
impossible task" and adding that there were no records 
that would help the board for such a purpose. Before 
taking any steps towards implementing the Gordon 
Commission’s recommendations the government would 

require unanimous support from producers’ marketing 
organizations, Support which the Minister felt sure 

would not be forthcoming. The underlying theme of the 
Gordon report was "restriction", a conception directly 
opposed to present government policy. The Minister said 
the recommendations appeared to be based on the assumption 
that there was likely to be a continuing surplus, a view 
he did not share, (House of Commons Debates, p.888 et seq.). 


Sugar Merger.- The Minister of Justice tabled a report 
dealing with the proposed merger of sugar companies in 
western Canada. The Restrictive Trade Practices Commission, 
which made the investigation under the Combines Investigation 
Act, reached the conclusion that the control of the Manitoba 
Sugar Company by the British Cokumbia Sugar Refining Company 
would have the effect of removing competition between the two 
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companies on a price basis and would be likely to lessen 
competition in Manitoba and Saskatchewan to a degree that 
would not be in the public interest. The Commission said 
that in its opinion the proposed merger should be renounced, 
It stated also that it saw no reason why the beet sugar 
company in Manitoba should not be operated efficiently as 

an independent company if adequate management were provided. 
In answer to a question on possible action on the report, 
the Minister of Justice said he thought the company should 
be given the opportunity to consider its position before 

the government decided whether to take any further action. 
(Restrictive Trade Practices Commission: Report concerning 
the Sugar Industry in Western Canada and a Proposed Merger 
of Sugar Companies. House of Commons Debates, February l, 
p.875) . 


Egg Price Support.— The Minister of Agriculture said that 
this season a big supply of eggs had developed in the 
middle of November and it had increased during January. 

The egg price support regulations as they stood were not 
such as to make it possible fully to enforce the intentions 
of the policy so they had been changed to make it possible 
to purchase oil-dipped eggs in January. The purchase of 
such eggs was continuing. This had resulted in most places 
in a price of 30 cents a dozen Grade A to the producer. 

In some places it was lower because the federal authorities 
had no control over dealings within a province. The 
government said it was prepared to buy eggs at a certain 
place under certain conditions at a certain price; if the 
eggs were delivered they would be bought but if some 

one undertook to sell them at a lower price within the 
province there was no way of enforcing the price, (House 
of Commons Debates, p.1150)., 


Grain Measurement.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
was asked whether consideration had been given to the use 
of the hundredweight as a measure of grain rather than 
the bushel. He replied that certain representations had 
been made favoring the change and that the Department of 
Trade and Commerce was continuing to watch the develop- 
ment of the proposal. It was hardly the function of the 
government, on its own initiative, to make such @ change 
but if the government were satisfied that it was the 
unanimous wish of those who produced and handled grain 
that the change be made, it would give serious consideration 
to taking appropriate action, (House of Commons Debates, 
p.1246). 


Unemployment Insurance.— The Minister of Labour said that 
during the past year there had been evidence of an increased 
interest in the problem of providing unemployment insurance 
for paid agricultural workers. A study had been conducted 
for some time to seek a method of covering paid agricultural 
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workers and was being continued in co-operation with the 
Department of Agriculture. (House of Commons Debates, 
p.141l1). 


February 19 Specified Acreage.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
said that the Canadian Wheat Board was changing the basis 
of the specified acreage on which general delivery quotas 
were based. In the 1957-58 crop year it would include 
soil building forage crops (cultivated grasses and legumes 
grown as forage crops) in the specified acreage, This had 
consisted of the area sown to wheat, other than durum, oats, 
barley and rye and the area in summerfallow, The encourage- 
ment of an increase in acreage of soil improving forage 
crops had been advocated by farm organizations and others 
interested in land utilization in the prairie provinces. 

No consideration was being given at the moment to setting 
up a soil bank program such as that recently adopted in 
the United States. (House of Commons Debates, p.1413). 


February 20 Seed Grain.— An extension was made of the arrangement 
announced on January 7 by which western producers wishing 
to purchase up to 150 bushels of registered or certified 
seed grain could deliver up to 400 bushels of commercial 
grain in payment. Because of the shortage of supplies of 
Some registered and certified grains producers could also 
use the plan for obtaining commercial seed flaxseed, commercial 
seed durum wheat of the Ramsey variety and commercial seed 
barley of the Montcalm variety. They could in addition 
use it for purchasing seed for increasing acreages of soil 
improving crops as it was extended to app&y to registered, 
certified or commercial forage seeds sold under a Control 
Sample Certificate, (Canadian Wheat Board. Instructions 
to the Trade re Quotas no. 70). 


February 20 Hog Import Regulations.— The Minister of Agriculture said 
that there was no indication at present, and no indication 
for the near future, of a change in the disease situation 
of hogs in the United States and that as long as that 
condition existed there would be no necessity for making 
any change in the Canadian regulations. (House of Commons 
Debates, p.1466). 


February 2l Food and Drugs Act.- An amandment to the Food and Drug 
Regulations specified additional products, mainly fruits 
and vegetables, on which stated additional quantities of 
certain substances could be present at the time of sale. 
The table of additions specified the trade name of the 
substance, its chemical name, the maximum tolerance in 
parts per million and the foods on which it could be 
present, The amendments provided also that, where 
chlortetracycline or oxytetracycline was present in 
poultry, the poultry was not to be sold unless the 
substance was named on the label and the total amount did 
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not exceed seven parts per million, (P.€, 1957-242). 


February 21 Graded Bacon Experiment.- In answer to a question the 
Minister of Agriculture said that, because of both pro- 
ducer and consumer interest in bacon quality, the 
Department of Agriculture had been conducting a series 
of studies to learn consumer preferences on certain 
points of bacon quality. For the purposes of the study 
tentative grade standards had been established and with 
the co-operation of processors and retailers bacon graded 
according to these standards had been offered for sale 
in some retail stores in three Canadian cities, A study 
was undertaken in Montreal from January to May, 1956. 
Similar projects were now in progress in Edmonton and 
Toronto. In the studies so far the graded bacon price 
had been higher than that of the regular commercial 
brands. There were definite indications of a consumer 
preference for at least a limited quantity of specially 
selected lean bacon. It was proposed to obtain further 
response from consumers before reaching conclusions, 
(House of Commons Debates, p.1509). 


February 21 Canada Dairy Products Act.- The regulations under the 
act were amended to permit the Minister of Agriculture to 
prescribe specifications for an alternative box for butter. 
In the specifications laid down in the regulations a 
change was made to permit the use of three pieces in the 
end, in order to make more economical use of lumber. 
OP 3G 9S 0—238)): 


February 28 U.S. Flour.— Questioned about the export of U.S. flour 
under Canadian brand names the Minister of Trade and 
Commerce said, "Sp far as we can learn the flour is being 
exported under Canadian brand names; not under the 'Milled 
in Canada’ label, but certain Canadian brand names are being 
used to export United States flour”. He added that steps 
were being taken to make the policy less attractive, He 
said he did not think it was being carried on to a great 
extent but there was a situation affecting certain flour 
markets which required correction. Canada had not lost 
markets because to hold them millers had been quoting 
prices below cost of production. This situation arose 
largely because of the export subsidies granted by the 
United States on flour. United States' millers were not 
themselves using Canadian brand names but Canadian millers 
had on a few occasions arranged with United States’ millers 
to make flour of United States wheat, put it into their 
bags and ship it to destinations as ordered by Canadian 
millers. (House of Commons Debates, pp.1730-31).. 


February 28 Feed Freight Assistance.— The rates of freight assistance 
paid on western grains and millfeeds were increased, 
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effective March 1. The purpose of the increase was to _ 
make the rates of assistance in each of the four main re- 
ceiving zones bear the same percentage relationship to 

total freight costs as they did on January 26, 1955, when 
the rates were last fixed. The percentages had declined 

due to recent freight rate increases, For typical points 

in each zone the percentages of freight assistance to 

total freight costs were:~ ‘Zone 1, old Ontario and western 
Quebec within the Montreal freight rate zone, 41 per cent 
before the freight increases and 37 per cent after them; 
Zone 2, eastern Quebec beyond the Montreal zone, except 

the Gaspe, 5/7 and 51] per cent; Zone 3, Atlantic provinces 
and the Gaspe, 72 and 65 per cent; Zone 4, British 

Columbia, 54 and 48 per cent. The revised rates of pay- 
ment were (i) on rail shipments to northern Ontario, actual 
carlot freight charges not exceeding $5.00 per ton (formerly 
$4.50); (ii) to all other destinations in Ontario and to 
destinations in Quebec in the Montreal freight one, $5.00 
per ton (formerly $4.80); (iii) to other eastern destinations, 
if the through carlot rail freight rate was beloW 89 cents 
(formerly 80 cents) per 100 lb., $5.00 (formerly $4.50) 

per ton plus the balance of the through carlot rail freight 
rate in excess of the Montreal zone rate; (iv) to other 
eastern destinations where the carlot rail freight rate 

was 89 cents per 100 lb. or more, $6.50 (formerly $6.00) 
plus the balance of the through carlot rail freight rate 

in excess of the Montreal zone rate; (v) to British Columbia, 
$5.50 per ton less the smaller of the carlot short line 

rail freight charges from Edmonton or the point of origin 
in Alberta, both plus coastal water carlot shipping charges. 
The new order amended P.C. 1955-138 of January 26, 1955. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.1727; P.C. 1957-288). 


Flour Rebate:..— The Canadian Wheat Board announced that 

it had decided to adjust the position between wheat for 
export and flour for export, the adjustment to apply to 
countries importing mainly flour. The export flour adjust- 
ment was to apply to wheat produced in western Canada which 
was milled for export to markets other than the United 
States, the United Kingdom and other European countries. 
The amount of the adjustment was to be announced each 
market day to apply the following day. Separate rates 
might be established for different export outlets. The 

new policy came into effect immediately with rebates of 
three cents a bushel on flour shipped through Churchill 

or St. Lawrence ports, 4% cents on shipments from Atlantic 
ports and eight cents on Pacific port shipments. (Canadian 
Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade, Mills no. 9). 


Papainin Meat.— The Food and Drug Directorate, Department 

of National Health and Welfare, had advised that no objection 
would be offered to the use of approved solutions of papain 
on meat which was suitably labelled, The Health of Animals 
Division concurred with the directorate in its use on 
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meats prepared at inspected establishments. The amount 

of the solution was not to result in a significant gain 

in weight. Treated meat was to carry an approved label 
declaration indicating, for example, that the cuts had 
been dipped in a solution of hydrolized plant protein 

or papain and sugar. (Health of Animals Division Circular 
1957-20) . 


March 4 Red—Dyed Potatoes.- The Minister of Agriculture said he 
had been advised that a small shipment of red-dyed potatoes 
had been received recently in Victoria, B.C., from 
Nebraska. They had met import requirements under the 
Fruit, Vegetables and Honey Regulations. They were, how- 
ever, being sold in some retail stores as Florida new 
potatoes, which was a violation of the origin provisions 
of federal and provincial regulations. The fruit and 
vegetable inspector had ordered the stores to remove all 
Signs indicating a Florida origin. Samples of the potatoes 
had been submitted to the food and drug laboratory in 
Vancouver for analysis and necessary action if there was any 
violation of the Food and Drugs Act. (House of Commons 
Debates, p.1831). 


March 5 Flour Rebates.— The Minister of Trade and Commerce said 
that the flour price rebates to certain countries were 
intended to improve the competitive position of Canadian 
flour. There was no subsidy involved, The decision to 
make them was reached by the Canadian Wheat Board with 
the support of members of its advisory committee. The 
adjustment would have the same effect on returns to pro- 
ducers as any other price adjustment made by the Board. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp.1874-6). 


March 6 European Trade Area.— The Prime Minister said that, in 
his conversations with the French Premier on the European 
trade proposals, he had been assured that there would be 
nothing in the arrangements prejudicial to the export trade 
of those sectors of Canadian industry which had expressed 
anxiety over the provisions. In economic matters, opinions 
were not always borne out by the facts as they developed 
and he had therefore informed M. Mollet that Canada would 
continue to scrutinize very critically all further 
information on the terms of the agreement. The French 
Premier had given a positive assurance that the agreement 
would not lead to an increase in the production of cereals 
in France. il, Mollet had explained that France could 
not sell wheat at anything near the cost of production 
and had to alternate it yearly with sugar beets which, 
in the event of a surplus, had to be converted into alcohol 
with an uneconomic return. These economic facts should 
assure Canada that there would not be increased competition 
for wheat markets arising out of the tariff union. (House 
of Commons Debates p.1931-2). 
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Maritime Marshland Rehabilitation Act.— Questioned on the 
extension of the provisions of the act to other areas, the 
Minister of Agriculture said that this was not possible 

under present legislation. He referred to the work of the 
Senate Committee on Land Use and said that, until that body’s 
studies had progressed somewhat further, it was not con- 
sidered advisable to make amendments to existing land use and 
rehabilitation legislation. (House of Commons Debates, 

pp. 1966-7). 


Grain Shipments.— The Canadian Wheat Board announced that 
it was prepared to consider applications on behalf of 
producers for the shipment of a second carlot of selected 
barley, Cnly the two-row variety was to be accepted. A 
representative sample was to be approved by a shipper or 
exporter and delivery was not to be made until a special 
permit had been issued by the board, Applications were 

to specify a west coast destination. (Canadian Wheat 
Board: Instructions to the Trade re Quotas, no. 76). 


Budget.— The Minister of Finance brought down the Budget. 
In reviewing the progress of the past year he said that 
farmers had shared in the general improvement, with better 
than average grain crops and greater sales and deliveries 
which had increased western cash income, During a dis- 
cussion on the Gordon Commission report the Minister referred 
to the position of the Atlantic provinces. He said that 
the government intended to launch an immediate review of 
the maritime transportation problem. He proposed an 
increase in the subvention paid under the Maritime Freight 
Rates Act from its present 20 per cent level to 30 per 

cent in the case of outbound traffic to restore the 

rates to the position they had in relation to other Canadian 
rates at the end of World War II. He estimated the cost 

at about $2 million annually. He referred briefly to 

the negotiations under GATT for an upward revision on the 
bound rate on potatoes. He stated that the Government of 
Australia had been notified that Canada wished to have trade 
discussions. These would concern the possible impact of 
the new United Kingdom-Australia trade agreement and re- 
presentations which the Canadian Government had received 
recently. The subjects included Australian import re- 
strictions and preferential rates of duty particularly 

of dairy products. The ten per cent sales tax was removed, 
effective March 15, on potted, flowering or bedding plants, 
dormant flower bulbs and cut foliage, and on certain 
additional foodstuffs, including edible gelatine, meat 
extracts, meat tenderizers, pickles and relishes, pie 
fillings, grape and prune juice, salad oils and mayonnaise. 
The excise duty under the Excise Act on Canadian raw leaf 
tobacco was reduced from 20 to ten cents per lb. and the 
tax under the Excise Tax Act repealed. By an amendment to 
the Income Tax Act a taxpayer whose. chief source of income 
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was farming or fishing would be allowed to appeal his 
assessment for the year of averaging even if no tax was 
assessed for that year. The Customs Tariff resolution 
provided for duty free entry of certain additional items 
used by the agricultural industry, including highpilers, 
box dumpers and box or bag fillers for packing and storing 
fruit and vegetables, animal clippers, egg cooling cabinets 
and gravity discharge farm wagon boxes, as well as for 
hinges, rivets and screws for use with agricultural im- 
plements. (House of Commons Debates, pp.2213-47). 


Wheat Sale to Poland.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
announced the conclusion of negotiations with Poland for 
the purchase of Canadian wheat, He said that last year 
Poland bought 340,000 tons (12.5 million bushels). The 
terms of payment were 15 per cent cash at the time of 
shipment of each cargo and 85 per cent at the end of one 
year. Repayment of the 85 per cent was insured by the 
Export Credits Insurance Corporation. Poland had met 

all her payments as they had fallen due. As a result be- 
tween $9 million and $10 million of the $21 million owing 
to exporters had been repaid. The Polish Government had 
asked for an extension of time on the balances owing. 

The Canadian Government had replied that it was sympathetic 
to the request if Poland demonstrated that it was a con- 
tinuing customer by offering to buy substantial quantities 
during the present crop year and the next crop year. The 
following arrangement had been approved by the two govern- 
ments: (i) the Export Credits Insurance Corporation's 
outstanding policies of insurance relating to purchases 
during the 1955-56 crop year would be extended, 25 per 
cent to be paid on the present scheduled due date, 25 

per cent six months later, 25 per cent 12 months later and 
25 per cent 18 months later; (ii) the Polish Government 
would purchase 150,000 tons of wheat (5.5 million bushels) 
for shipment during the 1956-57 crop year and the same 
amount for shipment during the 1957-58 crop year, paying 
ten per cent of the gross invoice value at the time of 
shipment, 30 per cent two years later, 30 per cent 2% years 
later and 30 per cent three years later; (iii) the Export 
Credits Insurance Corporation would insure repayment of 

90 per cent of the gross invoice value of each cargo. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.2397). 


Grain Deliveries.— The Canadian Wheat Board declared 

an open delivery quota for western flaxseed for the 
remainder of the 1956-57 crop year. The quota became 
effective on March 22, (Canadian Wheat Board. Instructions 
to the Trade re Quotas no. 80). 


Dry Skimmed Milk Price Support.- The Agricultural Prices 
Support Board was authorized to purchase Canada First 


Grade dry skimmed milk at 17 cents per lb. spray process 


March 19 


March 21 


March 21 


March 21 


~ 1S 


and 14 cents roller process, f.o0.b. storage at Moncton, 
Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton and 
Vancouver, In announcing the program the Minister of 
Agriculture said he hoped the additional support would 
give the dairy industry sufficient stability to encourage 
producers to maintain their present production of milk. 
Consumption of dry skimmed milk was increasing so that 
it was considered desirable to maintain approximately 
the present market price during the spring and summer 
flush period, (Department of Agriculture press release, 
March 20; P.C. 1957-356, March 19). 


Milk Products Price Support.- The Agricultural Prices 
Support Board was given authority to purchase, if necessary, 


whole milk powder, evaporated milk and condensed milk. The 
price would be such as to ‘return to milk producers not 
less than they would obtain for milk delivered for manu- 
facture into butter and dry skimmed milk, at existing 
Support prices, plus any premiums usually paid on milk 
delivered for the manufacture of whole milk powder, evap- 
orated and condensed milk, (P.C. 1957-355). 


Farm Labour Program.— The Minister of Labour was 
authorized to continue the farm labour program in 1957- 
58. In 1956 each of the provinces except Newfoundland 
entered into an agreement with the Minister to make pro- 
vision for the recruiting, movement and placement of 

farm workers between provinces and of other special 
groups of workers in agriculture and related industries. 
Federal expenditures under the program were not to exceed 
the provincial contributions, (P.C. 1957-22/357). 


Animal Contagious Diseases Act.- The Animal Contagious 
Diseases Regulations, made by P.C. 1954-1968 of December 


16, 1954, as amended, were further amended to bring up 
to date the list of locations designated as quarantine 
stations and inspection ports. The changes reflected 
importation trends and the use of truck transportation. 
As a result of the changes in status and the creation 
and abolition of stations and ports there was: a reduced 
number of such posts operating. (P.C. 1957-359). 


Canada Dairy Products Act.-— The regulations under the 
act, established by P.C. 1954-1719 of November 18, 1954, 
as amended, were further amended. As a result, from 
July 1, 1957, cheddar cheese with extraneous matter 
ratings indicated by a No. 3 or No. 4 disc was not to 

be classed as Canada First Grade. That grade was to 

be reserved for cheese bearinga No. 1 or No. 2 disc, 
based on the extraneous matter test. Cheese with a No. 3 
disc was to be classified as Canada Second Grade and a 
No. 4 disc as Canada Third Grade. (P.C. 1957-360). 
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Customs Tariff.— The Department of National Revenue gave 


three weeks’ notice of its intention to transfer straw- 
berry hulling or capping machines from the category of 

a class or kind not made in Canada to that of a class or 
kind made in Canada. The action was taken under section 
six of the Customs Tariff and made it possible to impose 

a dump duty where the selling price was less than the fair 
market value or the value for duty as determined under 

the provisions of the Customs Act. The ruling also made a 
change in the rate of customs duty as the machines had 
entered under tariff item 427a "All machines composed 
wholly or in part of iron or steel, n.o.p., of a class or 
kind not made in Canada ..." with rates of Free British 
Preferential, 74 per cent Most Favored Nation, and 35 

per cent General, They were to be classified in future under 
tariff item 427, "All machinery composed wholly or 

in part of iron or steel, nvoep. " with rates of ten 
per cent British Preferential, 22) per cent Most Favored 
Nation, and 35 per cent General. (SOR/57 — 149), 


Canadian Farm Loan Act.— The Deputy Governor General gave 


Royal Assent to a bill to amend the Canadian Farm Loan Act. 
The purpose of the legislation was to increase the 
authorized capital of the Canadian Farm Loan Board from $3 
million to $4 million. The 1956 amendment permitted the 
Minister of Finance to lend the board up to 20 times its 
outstanding capital stock. At the time that amendment was 
passed it was thought that it would not be necessary to 
ask for an increase until perhaps 1958. At December 31, 
1956 outstanding borrowings from the Minister of Finance 
were $43.3 million, leaving a balance of $16.7 million. 

It was expected that the accelerated rate of lending would 
continue and that the Board's commitments for the period 
January 1, 1957 to March 31, 1958 would be:- loans now 

in s@licitors’ hands for disbursement, $4.1 million; loan 
approvals on hand pending acceptance by applicants, $4.7 
million; unappraised applications on hand, $750,000; 
anticipated new business, $15 million; total, $24,550,000. 
It was expected that the Board would receive $6 million 

by principal repayment which, added to the balance of 
$16.7 million, would come to $22.7 million. The probable 
excess of commitments over present lending authority was 
therefore $1,850,000 and it seemed desirable in the 
interests of prospective borrowers to increase the lending 
authority of the Minister of Finance. (House of Commons 
Debates, p.2796; An Act to Amend the Canadian Farm Loan 
Act). 


Export and Import Permits Act.— A bill, to extend for 
three years the provisions of the Export and Import Per- 


mits Act, received Royal Assent. The authority had been 
due to expire on July 31, 1957. (House of Commons Debates, 
p.2796; An Act to Amend the Export and Import Permits Act). 
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March 28 Canadian Wheat Board Act.- Royal Assent was given to an 
act amending the Canadian Wheat Board Act to extend its 
provisions for five years, to August 1, 1962. (House of 
Commons Debates, p.2796; An Act to amend the Canadian 
Wheat Board Act). 


March 28 Senate Committee on Land Use.- The Chairman of the Special 
Committee on Land Use in Canada presented the committees 
second report to the Senate and said it would probably be 
the last for this session. It stated that the committee 
had held nine hearings at which 27 witnesses were questioned. 
It reported that the progress made had been gratifying but 
also served to illustrate the magnitude of the problem to 
be studied and the impossibility of reporting fully at the 
present session of Parliament. The committee therefore 
recommended that it be reconstituted at the next session 
to continue the inquiry. (Debates of the Senate, p.443). 


March 29 Canada—Japan Farm Trainee Agreement.— The Department of 
External Affairs announced a formal exchange of notes 


between the Canadian and Japanese Governments embodying 

an agreement by which Canada would operate a program for 
Japanese farm trainees. Two Japanese farmers arrived in 
Ottawa on March 30 to take part in the program. They 
were to spend a few days in Ottawa with various government 
departments in an orientation program designed to make 
them familiar with Canadian habits and customs and to 

give them an outline of Canadian government agricultural 
policy. After this briefing session they were to go to 
farming assignments, probably in southwestern Ontario, 
which were arranged by the Ontario Department of Agric- 
ulture in co-operation with the federal department. They 
were to work on farms under the same conditions as Canadian 
workers to acquire a first hand knowledge of Canadian 
farming techniques. In November they were to attend the 
Ridgetown Agricultural School near Chatham, Ontario, 
returning to Japan in April, 1958, (Department of Ex- 
ternal Affairs press release). 


April 2 Grain Deliveries.— The Canadian Wheat Board announced 
that, from April 5, the supplementary quota for barley. procucers 
with delivery points in Manitoba and Saskatchewan would 
be increased from three to six bushels-per seeded acre. The minimum de- 
livery was raised from 150 to 300 bushels on the individual 
producer's permit book. (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions 
to the Trade re Quotas, No. 85). 


April 4 Seed Grain.— The over-quota delivery policy for producers 
wishing to purchase seed grain was extended to cover 
commercial seed soft white spring wheat which had been 
cleaned to commercial seed grade and was tagged with the 
Control Sample Certificate number and the seed grade. 
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Producers wishing to purchase such seed wheat could de- 
liver commercial grain in payment or part payment, as 
specified in earlier instructions. (Canadian Wheat 
Board: Instructions to the Trade re Quotas, no. 87). 


Maple Syrup Marketing Agreements.- The Minister of Agric- 
ulture was granted authority, under the Agricultural Pro- 


ducts Co-operative Marketing Act, to enter into an agree- 
ment with Les Producteurs de Sucre d'Erable de Quebec, 

of Levis, P.Q., for the marketing of maple syrup produced 
in 1957 in the province to be sold as maple syrup, maple 
sugar, maple butter or maple taffy. (P.C. 1957-455). 


Potato Tariff.— The Minister of Finance announced the 
successful completion of negotiations under the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade with the United States 
for an upward revision of the Canadian potato tariff. 
From midnight on April 5 there was to be a year-round 
duty of 37% cents per 100 lb. on all seed and table stock 
potatoes imported into Canada, except for new potatoes, 
which were to be free of cuty from January 1 to June 14 
each year. The Minister said that the government had 
taken account of the expert testimony and conclusions 
available through the Tariff Board hearing on potatoes. 
The Tariff Board had pointed out that new potatoes were 
imported in the spring and early summer months and that 
they commanded a premium because they were new and pro- 
bably would enter whether or not there was a customs duty. 
In such circumstances a tariff on new potatoes would be 
of no great benefit to Canadian potato producers and 
would operate chiefly as a tax on consumers. A further 
point was that they came from southern areas which 
attached a high value to their Canadian market. By way 
of compensation the United States was to reduce its 
tariff quotas by a million bushels; 400,000 bushels from 


.the table stock quota and 600,000 bushels from the seed 


quota. The reductions would mean that the quantity of 
potatoes permitted entry into the United States each 
year at the 37% cents per 100 lb. rate would be 600,000 
bushels of table stock and 1,900,000 bushels of seed. 
Entries over these quantities would be dutiable at 

75 cents per 100 lb. (House of Commons Debates, p. 
B13122)«, 


Egg Price Support.-— Speaking on an opposition motion 
concering the introduction of legislation for agricultural 
Support prices on a fair price-cost relationship, the 
Minister of Agriculture dealt fully with operations under 
the Agricultural Prices Support Act. In connection with 
eggs he referred to the very high production of eggs in 
December and January and said that, as a result, the 
Agricultural Prices Support Board had offered to take 
delivery of Grade A Large eggs at the end of January 
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instead of waiting until next December. The eggs were 

to be put into storage if no one else would store them. 
These were purchased at the support price of 38 cents 

per dozen or 39 cents if oil dipped. The Minister spoke 
of the spread in price between A Large and A Medium eggs 
and said that, according to the best advice available, 
the real relationship in weight between the two grades 
would result in a spread of about five cents a dozen. 

A suggestion had been made that a margin should be set 

by establishing a price for both grades. The spread had, 
however, recently been from one to two cents because pullets 
were not laying. In addition the price for old hens had 
not been as high as it was and the number of these birds 
had increased so that the supply of Grade A Large eggs 
had increased to more than the market would take while 
there were not quite as many medium eggs as it would’ 
take. He did not see that increasing the support price 
over what it now was would correct that situation very 
much if at all. There were, however, Grade B eggs which 
were not usually stored but which could be used to take 
the place of well graded and well fed eggs in such a way 
that those producing eggs in a proper manner might suffer 
as far as price was concerned. It had therefore been 
decided to put a support price under Grade B eggs to 

take them off the market. They would be frozen and sold 
in processed form. This plan had just been put into effect. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp.3340-1). 


April 10 Fertilizer Subsidy.— The Minister of Agriculture was 
questioned regarding a fertilizer subsidy for farmers 
of eastern Quebec and the Maritimes. In reply he said 
that consideration had been given to the matter but that 
the government was not in a position to take action before 
the dissolution of Parliament. It did not have full in- 
formation on the subject. (House of Commons Debates, 
pp. 3365-6) . 


April 11 Wheat for Poland.- In answer to a question the Minister 
of Trade and Commerce said that the Canadian Wheat Board 
had booked a purchase of 300,000 tons of wheat for Poland 
to move out before July 31. Earlier he head said that the 
Board was negotiating for the sale of 150,000 tons of 
wheat to Poland from the 1956-57 crop and the same amount 
from the 1957-58 crop. The situation now was that the 
quantity for 1956-57 had been doubled and had actually 
been booked. (House of Commons Debates, p.3404). 


April 11 Egg Price Support.— The Agricultural Prices Support 
Board offered to purchase Grade B eggs at 31 cents per 
dozen, delivered at approved breaking plants, (APSB 
To Egg Trade in Canada) . 
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Egg Consumption Campaign.— Authority was granted to re- 
imburse the Poultry Products Institute of Canada for half 


the amount expended by that Institute on a campaign to 
promote increased consumption of eggs. The Department 
of Agriculture's expenditure, to be charged to Vote 37 
"Marketing of Agricultural Products" in the 1957-58 
Estimates, was to be limited to $25,000. (P.C. 1957 - 
2/495) . 


Parliament Prorogued.— Parliament was prorogued and the 
date of a general election was fixed for June 10. Royal 
Assent was given before prorogation to a number of bills, 
including several of agricultural interest. In the Speech 
from the Throne there was reference to the fact that the 
Report of the Royal Commission on Canada's Economic Pro- 
spects had been laid before Parliament. In accordance 
with its recommendation that special consideration be 
given to assisting the economies of the Atlantic Provinces 
the government had announced its intention of undertaking 
a detailed examination of transportation conditions in 
that area. In the meantime increases in payments under 
the Maritime Freight Rates/ASE been authorized, (House 

of Commons Debates, pp.3518-9). 


Agricultural Products Marketing Act.— Royal Assent was 
given to a bill to amend the Agricultural Products 


Marketing Act. The amendments arose from the recent 
decision of the Supreme Court in connection with the re- 
ference on the Ontario Farm Products Marketing Act. They 
provided for extending the powers of regulation by a market- 
ing board or agency to local transactions within the pro- 
vince which, however, related to interprovincial or export 
trade. In any prosecution the onus was placed on the 
accused to establish that the matter did not relate to 
interprovincial or export trade, Penalties were provided 


‘for the violation of regulations or orders made under the 


Act or made by boards or agencies under the Act, The © 
Governor in Council was authorized to grant authority to 
provincial boards to impose levies and charges for the 
purpose of equalizing returns among producers of any 
agricultural product subject to a marketing scheme. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp.3516-8; An Act to Amend 
the Agricultural Products Marketing Act). 


Customs Tariff..— Royal Assent was given to a bill to 

amend the Customs Tariff. The amendment provided, effective 
April 6, 1957, for increases in the tariff rates on 
potatoes (items 7ld and 83). Seed potatoes, item 7ld, 
became dutiable at 37% cents per 100 lb. under the British 
Preferential and Most Favored Nation Tariffs, instead of 
free, The sub items under 83 were renumbered to provide 

for an additional rate. The rate for potatoes, in their 


April 12 


April 12 


April 12 


April 12 


eZ wt 


natural state, n.o.p. (83a) was increased to 37% cents 

per 100 lb. on a year round basis in the British Preferential 
and Most Favored Nation tariffs. Formerly the rate was 

free all the year (British Preferential) and free (Most 
Favored Nation) in the period August 1 - June 14 with a rate 
of 37% cents per 100 lb. between June 15 and July 31. New 
potatoes harvested between January | and June 14 were to 
enter free of duty between January 1 and June 14. The 

sweet and dried potato items were renumbered but otherwise 
unchanged. Other changes in the Customs Tariff provided 

for the duty free entry, from March 15, 1957, of certain 
additional items used by the agricultural industry, including 
highpilers, box dumpers and box or bag fillers for packing 
and storing fruit and vegetables, animal clippers, egg 
cooling cabinets and gravity discharge farm wagon boxes, 

as well as for hinges, rivets and screws for use with 
agricultural implements. (House of Commons Debates, pp. 
3516-8; An Act to Amend the Customs Tariff). 


Income Tax Act.- Royal Assent was given to a bill to amend 


the Income Tax Act. Among the provisions was one permitting 
a taxpayer whose chief source of income was farming or 
fishing to appeal his assessment for the year of averaging 
even if no tax was assessed for that year. (House of 
Commons Debates, pp. 3516-8; An Act to Amend the Income 
Tax Act). 


Excise Tax Act.-— Royal Assent was given to a bill to amend 


the Excise Tax Act. Under the amendment the ten per cent 
sales tax was removed, effective March 15, 1957, on potted, 
flowering or bedding plants, dormant flower bulbs and cut 
foliage, and on additional foodstuffs, including edible 
gelatine, meat extracts, meat tenderizers, pickles and 
relishes, pie fillings, grape and prune juice, mayonnaise 
and salad dressings. The eight cents per pound excise 

tax was repealed on Canadian raw leaf tobacco. (House 

of Commons Debates, pp.3516-8: An Act to Amend the Excise 
Tax Act). 


Excise Act.— Royal Assent was given to a bill to amend 


the Excise Act by reducing from 20 to ten cents per lb., 
actual. weight, the excise duty on Canadian raw leaf 
tobacco. (House of Commons Debates, pp.3516-8; An Act 
to Amend the Excise Act). 


Prairie Farm Assistance Act.- Royal Assent was given to 


a bill to amend the Prairie Farm Assistance Act. It 
provided for payments in eligible areas as follows:- more 
than five to eight bushels per acre, $2.00 per acre; more 
than three to five bushels per acre, $3.00 per acre; not 
more than three bushels per acre, $4.00 per acre; and 
areas not seeded or summerfallowed due to natural causes, 
$4.00 per acre. The rates were formerly $1.50 per acre, 
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more than four to eight bushels; $2.00 per acre, not more 
than four bushels; and $2.00 per acre for land not seeded 

or summerfallowed. The provision for assistance in the 

more than eight to 12 bushel category, where the price of 
wheat was less than 80 cents per bushel, remained unchanged. 
The legislation also amended the section dealing with blocks 
of sections of land which were excluded from eligible town- 
ships because of high yields or which might qualify for 
awards because of low yields although they were in in- 
eligible townships. Such blocks could be irregular instead 
of rectangular as formerly. The effective date of the 
legislation was August 1, 1957. (House of Commons Debates, 
pp.3516-8; An Act to Amend the Prairie Farm Assistance Act). 


April 12 Prairie Grain Producers Interim Financing Act, 1956.-— Royal 
Assent was given to a bill to amend the Prairie Grain Pro- 
ducers Interim Financing Act, 1956. The main purpose of the 
amendment was to extend the legislation to cover the period 
September 1, 1957 to June 30, 1958. It provided that the 
rate of interest should be fixed by the governor in council; 
in introducing the resolution proposing the bill the Minister 
of Trade and Commerce said that under present monetary con- 
ditions it would not be advisable to fix the rate as far 
in advance as September |, 1957. The maximum loan was 
raised from $1,500 to $3,000. The act was to come into 
force by proclamation. (House of Commons Debates, pp. 
3516-8; An Act to Amend the Prairie Grain Producers Interim 
Financing Act, 1956). 


April 12 Fertilizers Act.— Royal Assent was given to a bill to re- 
peal the existing Fertilizers Act and replace it by new 
legislation, to come into force by proclamation. The new 
act prohibited the selling or importation of fertilizers 
not conforming with prescribed standards and not packaged 
and labelled as prescribed. Regulations could be made 
providing for registration of fertilizers and prescribing 
fees for such registration; prescribing the form, composition 
and other standards for fertilizers and supplements; setting 
out packaging and labelling requirements; and other related 
matters. The major change between the existing and the new 
legislation was that these details could be made by order 
in council instead of being written into the act. The 
existing act did not provide adequately for trace mineral 
elements being introduced into fertilizer mixtures and 
required that phosphorus and potassium be identified and 
analysed as phosphoric acid and potassium oxide whereas 
the present trend was to identify and analyse them on an 
elemental basis; the new legislation allowed for adjust-— 
ment when desirable. The new legislation would allow for 
permanent registration which, it was felt, could be granted 
for many fertilizers, instead of the annual registration 
requirement in the existing legislation. That legislation, 
in addition, specified certain methods of sampling at 
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variance with established control methods. The new act 
was Similar in form to agricultural statutes enacted 

in recentyears. (House of Commons Debates, pp.3516 - 

8; An Act for the Regulation and Control of Agricultural 
Fertilizers). 


Fowl Price Support.— The Agricultural Prices Support 
Board was authorized to purchase fowl produced in Canada. 
The prescribed price was to be the equivalent of 23 cents 
per lb, at Toronto, live weight basis, for fowl of five 
lb. weight or more, marketed for slaughter from August 

1 to November 30, 1957, with appropriate differentials 
for other weights and principal markets. (P.C. 1957-551). 


Dry Skimmed Milk Purchases.- The Agricultural Products 
Board was authorized to negotiate contracts relating to 
the buying, selling and importing of dry skimmed milk as 
directed by the Minister of Agriculture. The Board pro- 
posed to acquire from New Zealand and Australia supplies 
needed to ease the immediate supply position. (P.C. 
OST 22653) ¢ 


Potato Price Support.- The Agricultural Prices Support 


Board was given authority to make direct payments to pro- 
ducers of potatoes delivered to starch plants for pro- 
cessing. Payments could be made on 1956 crop potatoes 
grading Canada No. 1, including up to 12 per cent Canada 
No. 1 Small, on the recommendation of an agent of any 
provincial government, when the price prescribed by the 
Agricultural Prices Support Board was higher than the 
average price at which potatoes were marketed to starch 
outlets. The prescribed price was 4 cent per lb. which 
could be increased to one cent if after June 15 it was 
estimated by the board that the average price to producers 
for sale to consumer market outlets, other than starch, 
was higher than 4 cent during the period up to June 15. 
(P3020 957=552)0 


Trade Office in Vienna.— The Minister of Trade and 
Commerce announced the opening in Vienna, Austria, of an 
office of the Canadian Trade Commissioner Service, bring- 
ing to 55 the number of trade offices maintained in 44 
countries. The office was also to service Czechoslovakia. 
(Department of Trade and Commerce press release). 


Animal Contagious Diseases Act.- On December 14, 1956, 


the Minister of Agriculture announced that a program 

of area testing and eradication of brucellosis would 

be started by the federal Department of Agriculture. The 
policy was put into effect by means of an amendment to 
the Animal Contagious Diseases Regulations (P.C. 1954 - 
1968 of December 16, 1954, as amended). The amendment 
provided for the inclusion in the regulations of a new 
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Part XIIIA “Brucellosis Control Areas". The part stated 
that any provincial Minister of Agriculture might apply 
to the federal Minister to have the whole or a part of 
the province constituted a “Brucellosis Control Area™ 
for the eradication of brucellosis. The application was 
to state the location and boundaries of the proposed 
area, the approximate number of cattle in it and the 
measures taken by the province for the eradication and 
control of the disease and the results of such measures. 
It had also to contain an undertaking by the provincial 
government to assist the enforcement of the Part by 
prosecution of those obstructing its application. On 
approval by the federal Minister a “Brucellosis Control 
Area " could be established by order in council. Cattle 
could be moved into this area only under specified con- 
ditions, relating to vaccination, testing and certification. 
Gattle in transit could be unloaded only at points approved 
by the Veterinary Director General, where they could be 
kept from contact with other cattle within the area. 

All cattle within a Brucellosis Control Area, unless 
otherwise provided, would be required to be submitted 

to a blood or other test as soon as practicable and to 

be retested whenever the Veterinary Director General 
considered necessary. Unless otherwise ordered, the 
testing requirements did not apply to calves under eight 
months of age, spayed heifers, steers and official 
vaccinates up to 36 months of age. Reactors to the 

test were to be marked and slaughtered under supervision 
of an inpsector, unless special permission was first 
obtained from the Veterinary Director General. Infected 
premises and articles were to be thoroughly cleaned 

and disinfected by the owner or occupier at his own 
expense. The Minister could by order exempt from the 
operation of the Part public stockyards or other assembly 
and marketing areas. A Brucellosis Control Area could 


‘be declared a Certified Area for a period of three years 


where the percentage of cattle and herds affected with 
brucellosis did not exceed specified percentages. 
(Pp Cy) 1987-573). 


Wheat Prices.— The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
announced the closing of the 1955-56 wheat pool on May 
3. (Department of Trade and Commerce press release) 


U.K.-Canada Continuing Committee on Trade and Economic 
Affairs.— The Committee met in Ottawa from May 6 to 


8, under the chairmanship of the United Kingdom High 
Commissioner. (Department of External Affairs press 
release). 


Grain Prices.— The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
announced that the government had approved the initial 
Nrices to. be paid by the Canadian Wheat Board on the 
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basic grades of wheat, oats and barley for the crop year 
beginning August 1, 1957. They were wheat, $1.40 per 
bushel No. 1 Manitoba Northern in store Fort William/ 
Port Arthur or Vancouver; oats, 60 cents per bushel basis 
No. 2 C.W. in store Fort William/Port Arthur; barley, % 
cents per bushel basis No. 3 C.W. Six-—Row, in store Fort 
William/Port Arthur. The only change from the initial 
prices in effect in recent years was a reduction of five 
cents per bushel for oats. (Department of Trade and 
Commerce press release). 


May 9 Exhibition Grants Regulations.— The Exhibition Grants 
Regulations, established by P.C. 1955-575 of April 27, 
1955, as amended, were further amended to provide that 
grants could be made to agricultural museums as well 
as to fairs and exhibitions. The amendment provided 
that an institution could be placed on a list of agric- 
ultural museums if it was used exclusively for exhibiting 
agricultural museum objects or related demonstrations 
and if no other agricultural museum was listed for the 
province, The amount of the grant which could be made 
towards major capital expenditures incurred in erecting 
or equipping facilities was not to exceed half the 
total cost of the undertaking, subject to a maximum of 
$15,000. Grants could also be made each year towards 
the cost of permanent improvements or repairs to exist- 
ing buildings or facilities, current operating expenses 
and obtaining and installing exhibits in the museum. 
These grants were not to exceed the smaller of 50 per 
cent of the cost: incurred or $6,000. (P.C. 1957-629). 


May 15 Wheat Prices.-— The Canadian Wheat Board announced the 
final payment on wheat delivered to the board in the 
1955-56 crop year. Deliveries were 352,213,000 bushels 
and the sum to be distributed to producers was 
$41,954,000 or an average of 11.9 cents per bushel. 
Payment was made on a grade basis; for No. | Northern 
it was 10.684 cents per bushel, (Canadian Wheat Board: 
Instructions to the Trade No. 50). 


May 15 White Bean Research.— It was announced that a research 
program to stress the breeding of disease-resistant 
white bean varieties adapted to the bean producing area 
of southwestern Ontario had been started at the Department 
of Agriculture's Harrow Experimental Farm. The program 
was to be carried on in close co-operation with the 
Central Experimental Farm at Ottawa, where there was an 
extensive bean breeding program, and with plant pathologists 
of the Science Service. A co-operative testing program 
was organized with the Western Ontario Agricultural School, 
the Ontario Agricultural College, the Central Experimental 
Farm and the Harrow Experimental Farm, to facilitate the 
testing of new varieties developed in the breeding programs. 
(Farm News Press Clip Sheet). 


May 24 


May 27 


May 28 


= 26 


Food Packaging.— Manufacturers and packagers were asked 
to present their views, by July 1, on several food 
packaging and labelling matters, These had been under 
consideration by the Food and Drug Directorate and had 
been referred to the Canadian Association of Consumers. 
The matters under scrutiny were:— (i) slack-filled 
packages, which were packages definitely tao. large for 
their contents, not those where the contents had packed 
down after filling; (ii) declaration of net contents, 
where it was believed that the declaration should be 

shown on the main panel of the label, either in conjunction 
with the name of the product or near it; (iii) specialty 
products, such as milk powders, and powders and mixes for 
puddings and cakes, for which consumers would like to have 
a statement of the volume or size of the finished product; 
(iv) odd sizes, which made it difficult to compare 

prices and values of different brands or products; (v) 
premiums in packages, which should be wrapped so that 
there could be no hazard to health which might occur 
through accidental consumption of either the whole or 

part of the article. (Department of National Health and 
Welfare. Trade Information Letter no. 153). 


Cheese Marketing.~ The Minister of Agriculture was authorized 
to enter into an agreement, under the Agricultural Products 
Co-operative Marketing Act, with the Ontario Cheese Pro- 
ducers' Co-operative Ltd. for the marketing of first grade 
cheddar cheese produced in Ontario in 1957 and delivered 

to the co-operative from May 1, 1957. The guarantee was 

for 24 cents per lb. f.o.b. factory, which was equal to 

80 per cent of the average selling price in the last three 
seasons. (P.C. 1957-749). 


Cheese Import Controls.— The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
announced that imports of cheddar cheese were to be con- 


trolled for one year under the Export and Import Permits Act. 


He said that Ontario cheese producers had negotiated with 
cheese buyers and processors for a price of 34 cents per lb. 
f.6.b. factory. This price was backed by government 
guarantees to the Ontario Cheese Producers' Co-operative 
Ltd., the selling agency for the Ontario Cheese Producers‘ 
Marketing Board. The federal guarantee was for 24 cents 

per lb. and it was understood that this was being supplemented 
by a guarantee of ten cents (later fixed at 9% cents) per 
lb. from the Ontario Government. Cheese stocks on May l, 
1957, were 28,600,000 lb., 2,000,000 lb. greater than on 

the same date a year earlier. Cheese production in 1957 

to date was about five per cent higher than in 1956 and 

was expected to continue at that level or higher for the 
rest.” of the year, In these circumstances imports would 
sertously impede the current marketing arrangements and 

no imports of cheddar cheese would be permitted at present. 
The Agricultural Products Board would be authorized to 
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import cheese if it was felt that it was desirable to 
buy cheese abroad by bulk purchase. It was expected 
that the trade discussions on Canadian preferential 
duties on dairy products would be completed within the 
period for which the temporary measures had been adopted. 
(Department of Trade and Commerce press release; P.C. 
1957-750) . 


May 29 Fruit and Vegetable Tariffs.— In a telegram read to a 
producers’ meeting in the Niagara Peninsula, the 
Minister of Finance said that the government was deeply 
aware of the importance of the Canadian fruit and vegetable 
industry and had always regarded it as a matter of the ut- 
most importance that growers should get a fair return for 
their efforts. He added that before the tariff negotiations 
at Geneva in 1947 there had been close consultation with 
the Canadian Horticultural Council and growers from all 
over the country and that this method of approach had 
been followed since. He was sure this was the best way 
to look after the interests of the industry and it would 
be followed now and in future. He understood that 
growers were concerned because of price changes and changes 
in production and marketing techniques in recent years and 
that they felt that the specific duties applicable during 
the Canadian marketing season were too low in some cases 
and applicable for too short a period in others. The 
matter was being studied carefully by the government; 
Changes were of course a matter for negotiation under 
the trade agreements with the United States, which had 
been informed of the difficulties. When the work had 
been completed the government intended, if facts warranted, 
to enter into negotiations as soon as possible with a view 
to meeting the problem. Growers had also brought to the 
government's attention the information that for certain 
fruits bumper crops were expected this season on both 
sides of the border and that unless special measures 
were introduced prices in Canada would be driven to very 
low levels. The matter was being kept under very close 
scrutiny — no fruits of the kind in question were at 
present moving across the border in appreciable quantities 
and the Canadian crop would not be ready for some time 
but if the situation developed as growers feared and 
fresh fruits moved into Canada at abnormally low prices, 
the government intended to take action to prevent serious 
injury to the Canadian fruit growing industry. If it 
proved necessary it would use the authority under the 
Customs Act as well as the emergencyescape clause of 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade to prevent 
imports at prices which would result in serious damage 
to Canadian growers 


June 6 Custom Grinding of Grain.— The Canadian Wheat Board 
announced that it would not apply any restriction to 
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the quantity of grain which might be delivered by pro- 
ducers and feeders to feed mills to be ground or 
otherwise processed and returned to them, The instruction 
applied during the crop year ending July 31, 1957 on de- 
liveries to feed mills located in the same province as 
the producer's land. Arrangements were also made by 
which producers might deliver, to a feed mill within 
their own province, up to 20,000 lb. of wheat, oats 

or barley or a combination thereof, to be exchanged 

for prepared feeds. The Board was to consider applic-— 
ation from producers requiring larger quantities of feed 
or from feeders who did not possess a delivery permit 
book from it. (Canadian Wheat Board. Instructions to 
the Trade no. 54). 


Seed Potatoes.— It was announced that Venezuela had 


placed an order for $1,250,000 worth of seed potatoes 
from the Maritime Provinces, The order consisted of 
Red Pontiac, Kennebec and Sebago potatoes, to be 
shipped in October. A Canadian seed potato mission 
visited Venezuela in February 1956 and later a mission 
from Venezuela came to Canada and signed an order for 
seed potatoes, which was the largest ever placed by 
that country. The present order was approximately the 
same size. Sales to Venezuela in 1956 amounted to 
550,000 bushels, valued at $1,024,000. (Department 

of Trade and Commerce press release) . 


Fixed Values for Strawberries.-—The Government used exist— 


ing authority under the Customs Act and invoked the 
emergency escape clause of the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade in the case of strawberries. Prices 
for processing in the United States were at exceptionally 
low levels as a result of very rapid expansion in that 
country, particularly in California. Imported berries 
had been offered to Canadian processors at prices far 
below the prices paid by these processors to Canadian 
growers in recent years and there could be no doubt 
that this unusual market situation in the United States 
had been threatening and causing serious injury to 
Canadian growers, The Minister of National Revenue 
therefore applied a fixed minimum value at point of 
production of 134 cents per lb. to imports of fresh 
strawberries, under the provisions of Section 38 of 

the Customs Act. This section permitted the fixing 

of a value for duty where it appeared that goods not 
entitled to entry under the British Preferential tariff 
or a lower tariff were being imported into Canada under 
such conditions as to affect adversely the interests of 
Canadian producers or manufacturers."“there such a duty 
had been fixed and it was higher than the selling price 
a special duty (dump duty) was applied under Section 6 


June 13 


June 14 


June 14 


June 17 


June 19 
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of the Customs Tariff. It was equal to the amount by 
which the actual export or selling price was lower than 
the fixed value and was imposed in addition to the 
regular duty. Values for duty were also established for 
frozen strawberries of 19% cents per lb. for packages of 
1% lb. or more net weight and 23% cents per lb. when in 
packages of less than 14 1b., both at places of direct 
shipment to Canada. The emergency action was taken for 
six months, from June 14, 1957. (Department of Finance 
press release; Department of National Revenue Appraisers 
Bulletins Misc. nos. 2% & 28; P.C. 1957-808) . 


Glucose in Jam.— The Processed Fruit and Vegetable 
Regudations, established by P.C. 1954 - 895 of June 17, 
1954, as amended, were further amended to permit the 

use of glucose as a sweetening agent in pure jams, 
jellies and marmalades, The amount which could be used 
was limited to 25 per cent by weight of the sweetening 
content of the jam. Previously glucose had been per- 
mitted only in pectin jams. The Food and Drug Regulations 
(P.C. 1954-1915 of December 8, 1954 as amended) were also 
amended to bring their requirements into line. (P.C. 
1957-752, June 13; P.C. 1957-860, June 20). 


Grain Quotas.— The delivery quota on durum wheat was 
increased from 12 to 15 bushels per seeded acre of 

durum wheat. Such deliveries were subject to a minimum 
delivery quota of 500 bushels (raised from 400) (Canadian 
Wheat Board. Instructions to the Trade re Quotas no. 106). 


Strawberry Marketing.— The Minister of Agriculture was 
authorized to enter into an agreement with the Norfolk 
Berry Growers' Association, Simcoe, Ont., in connection 
with the marketing of strawberries produced in the pro- 
vince in 1957 and delivered to the co-operative for pro- 
cessing. (P.C. 1957-827). 


Cheese Marketing.— The Ontario €heese Producers’ Co-operative 
Ltd. was given authority to make a supplementary payment 

of 9% cents per lb. on first grade Ontario cheddar cheese 
produced in the province in 1957 and delivered to the 
co-operative after May 1, 1957. The payment was being 
guaranteed by the province of Ontario and was in addition 

to the federal government ’s guarantee under the Agric- 

ultural Products Co-operative Marketing Act. (P.C. 

1957-845) . 


Tariff Board Inquiry on Fruits and Vegetables.-— The 
Minister of Finance, in a letter to the Tariff Board 


dated June 14, 1957, directed the Board to make a study 

of the tariff items for fresh fruits and vegetables of 

a kind grown in Canada, The Minister said he had received 
representations from producers to the effect that, in recent 
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years, there had been important changes in techniques of 
production and methods of distribution, as well as in 
pricesof fresh fruits and vegetables and that it had 
been suggested that the system of seasonal tariffs de- 
signed to give special seasonal protection to Canadian 
growers was in needof revision, The Minister requested 
the Board to prepare a revised schedule of tariff items, 
with recommendations as to duty, if the study indicated 
that amendments to the Customs Tariff were desirable. 

If consequential amendments to the tariff items covering 
fruits and vegetables in processed form were indicated, 
these should also be included in the revised schedule. 
The Minister directed the Board to keep in mind the ob- 
ligations and procedures of Canada’s trade agreements 
and said that bearing in mind the procedures the Board 
would no doubt consider it expedient to deal with the 
reference without delay. Certain adjustments in mar- 
gins of preference might be involved but no general 
Change in preferential margins was contemplated. The 
Board gave notice that public sittings would begin 

in Ottawa on July 29 when briefs could be presented. 
(The Tariff Board: Reference no. 124, Fruits and 
Vegetables). 


June 20 Air Spraying Requlations.— New air regulations, issued 
under the Aeronautics Act, allowed farmers owning 
aircraft to spray and dust theirneighbors’crops. Pre- 
viously farmers were restricted to air spraying on their 
own land but the new regulations enabled them to under- 
take spraying operations within a radius of 25 miles 
from the center of their farm. Under the previous re- 
gulations a farmer not owning his own airplane was 
obliged to hire a commercial operator. The new re- 
gulations amended P.C. 1954-1821 of November 23, 1954, 
as amended, (P.C. 1957-873) . 

June 20 Food and Drugs Act.— The regulations issued under the 
act by P.C. 1954-1915 of December 8, 1954, as amended, 
were further amended, The changes listed the permissible 
quantities of certain additional substances on fruits, 
vegetables and some other agricultural products. 

(P.C. 1957-860) . 


June 20 Cherry Color.— A grant of $1,500, chargeable to Vote 
no. 3f, Marketing of Agricultural Products, was made 
to the British Columbia Research Council to assist in 
completing a study on the color in cherries. The 
council had begun research into the possibility of mak- 
ing plastic”color comparators" for use in the determination 
of color in cherries, using funds contributed for the 
purpose by the British Columbia Fruit Growers' Association. 
Successful completion of the project was considered valuable 
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to assist the Canada Department of Agriculture in its 
grading and inspection functions. (P.C. 1957-2/848) . 


June 24 Pea Mealed Bacon.— The Food and Drug Directorate of 
the Department of National Health and Welfare ruled 
that, for the information of the public, packages of 
pea mealed bacon and similar products were to bear 
an appropriate statement such as "rolled in corn 
meal" in conjunction with the name of the product. 

No objection was to be taken to the use of existing 
wrappers before December 31, 1957¢ but after that date 

it was expected that all such products offered for sale 
would have the required declaration. (Health of Animals 
Division Circular 1957-45). 


June 27 Grain Quotas.— The Canadian Wheat Board stated that 

no further applications would be considered during the 

crop year ending July 31, 1957 for permission to deliver 

a carlot of malting barley in excess of the established: : 
quota. Sufficient permits had been issued to producers 

to cover market requirements for the balance of the season. 
Unused permits would expire on July 31, 1957. (Canadian 
Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade re Quotas, no. 112). 


June 27 Domestic Sales of Feed Wheat.— The Canadian Wheat Board 
had undertaken to consider applications for the sale to 
shippers of feeding grades of wheat in store Fort 
William—Port Arthur on a provisional price basis. The 
Board was to consider each application on its merits 
and reserved the right to reject applications or limit . 
the volume of such transactions. The scheme applied to 
feed wheat for domestic sale in eastern Canada, The 
provisional price for No. 5 wheat was to be the Board’s 
initial payment price to producers for that grade in 
store Fort William-Port Arthur. The provisional price 
for other grades would be based on the Board“s selling 
spread in relation to the selling price of No. 5 wheat 
at the time of the transaction. Unless otherwise agreed 
all supplies of feed wheat purchased under the agreement 
were to be shipped for unload and storage at a licensed 
eastern terminal. Sales of from stocks of wheat carried 
on a provisional price basis were to be reported immediately 
to the Board and settlement made with the Board for the 
difference in price between the Board's provisional price 
for No. 5 wheat and the selling price at the time of 
final booking (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to 
the Trade, Shippers and Exporters no. 16). 


July 2 U.S. Import Quota on Rye.— The Minister of Trade and 


Commerce referred to the announcement made on June 28 
by the President of the United States that import 
restrictions on rye would be renewed for a further two 
years, from July 1, 1957. The restrictions, which set 
an annual global quota on imports of rye into the United 
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States of 186,000,000 1b. and a quota for Canada of 
182,280,000 1lb., had been in effect for the past three 
years and were due to expire on June 30. The United 
States Tariff Commission had recommended an import 

quota of 95,200,000 lb. with 93,296,000 lb. allocated 

to Canada, to be maintained for an indefinite period. The 
Minister said that the Canadian government had made strong 
representations to the United States government urging 
that the restrictions on rye be discontinued. He added 
that, while appreciating the United States government's 
decision to set a substantially higher quota than that 
recommended by the Tariff Commission, he regretted that 
the United States government had not found it possible 

to remove entirely these restrictions on Canadian 

trade. (Department of Trade and Commerce press release). 


July 4 Fruit and Vegetable Imports.— The Minister of Finance 
stated that, should fresh fruits and vegetables be 
imported in Canada at abnormally low prices and under 
such conditions as to cause or threaten serious injury 
to Canadian growers, the government intended to give 
immediate consideration to the use of the powers to 
fix the value for duty contained in Section 38 of the 
Customs Act, as well as the special provisions of 
Article XIX of the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade which permit the limitation of imports in emergency 
situations. The Minister said that, with regard to 
apricots, the government was keeping the market situation 
under close scrutiny. It was watching operations in the 
United States under the new Washington State Apricot 
Marketing Agreement and their possible effect on the 
Canadian market. Should an import situation develop 
which justified action under the emergency legislation 
the government would take prompt action to prevent 
serious injury to the Canadian apricot industry. 

-(Department of Finance press release). 


July 12 Potato Price Support.— A further five day extension 
in the potato starch diversion program was announced 
by the Acting Minister of Agriculture. The new ter- 
mination date was July 20. It was stated that a 
considerable number of growers inisolated areas had been 
unable to deliver theirpotatoes and the extension was 
granted to give all producers the opportunity to secure 
assistance under the plan. (Canada Department of 
Agriculture press release). 


July 16 Fowl Price Support.-— The price support program for 
fowl, authorized by P.C. 1957-551 of April 15, 1957, 
was amended to bring it into operation on July 17, 1957 
instead of August 1. (P.C. 1957-953). 
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Turkey Price Support.—~ A price support program 
for turkeys was authorized, empowering the 


Agricultural Prices Support Board to offer to 
purchase turkeys produced in Canada, at a 

price equivalent to 25 cents per lb. basis 

live weight at Toronto for No, 1 turkeys 
weighing at least 10 lb. and under 20 Ib.., 
marketed on or after July 17, 195%, with appro- 
priate differentials for other weights, grades 
and principal markets. (P.C. 1957-954), 


Export and Import Permits Act.- Fowl and turkeys 
were added to the list of products for which im- 


port licenses were required, The action was 
taken because it was deemed necessary to control 
imports to implement action taken under the 
Agricultural Prices Support Act which had the 
effect of supporting prices of these two 
commodities. In announcing the price support 

and import control policy the Acting Minister 

of Agriculture said that the chief reasons for 
its adoption were the heavy increase in the 
production of turkeys in the United States with 

a resultant increase in shipments from that 
country to Canada and because Canadian production, 
with imports to date and abnormally heavy storage 
stocks in Canada, would fully meet the Canadian 
demand, (P.C. 1957-955, fowl; P.C. 1957~ 956, 
turkeys; Department of Agriculture press release, 
July 17). 


Export and Import Permits Act.— A general import 
permit was issued permitting any person to import 


not more than four fowl for each non-commercial 
importation, purebred fowl for the improvement 
of stock and fowl in jars or cans of 10 lb. or 
less, The general import permit also per- 
mitted any person to import not more than one 
turkey for each non-commercial importation, 
purebred turkeys for the improvement of stock, 
turkey poults and turkey in jars or cans of 

10 lb. or less. (General Import Permit no. 
1173) . 


Peach Marketing.— The Ontario Fresh-peach 
Growers' Marketing Board and the Ontario 

Peach Growers' Co-operative were granted a 

new extension of powers in interprovincial and 
export trade, under the Agricultural Products 
Marketing Act. The order revoked P.C. 1956 - 
1170 of July 27, 1956, It was passed as a 
consequence of the amendment to the act and 
involved no further extension of powers to 

the board and agency. (P.C. 1957-967). 
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Grain Delivery Quotas.— The Canadian Wheat Board 
announced that all delivery quotas for the 1956-57 


crop year would expire on July 31, 1957. From 
August 1, 1957 producers could deliver five bushels 
per seeded acre of durum wheat and flaxseed. Excess 
delivery quotas would be considered for malting, pot 
and pearling barley. For wheat (other than durum), 
oats, barley and rye an initial delivery quota was 
authorized of 100 units. Each unit was equivalent to 
three bushels of wheat, eight bushels of oats, five 
bushels of barley or five bushels of rye. A permit 
holder could therefore deliver a maximum of 300 
bushels of wheat, 800 bushels of oats, 500 bushels of 
barley or 500 bushels of rye or a combination of 
these grains not to exceed 100 units, Following the 
initial quota the Board was again to establish 
general quotas at individual stations. (Canadian 
Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade re Quotas 
no. OS)? 


Seed Wheat Exports.— It was announced that exports 

of registered and certified seed wheat would, as 

in previous years, be authorized in the 1957-58 crop 
year only under individual export permits, applications 
for which were to be submitted to the Canadian Wheat 
Board. The Board would issue permits where satisfactory 
evidence was submitted that the seed wheat was being 
exported to a country normally a regular purchaser 

and was for use within the country. In the case of 
applications for export permits to countries other 

than normal markets the Board might require satis- 
factory evidence that the wheat was intended for 

seeding purposes and was not for re-export or for 

human consumption, (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions 
to the Trade: Shippers and Exporters no, 5). 


Seed Barley Exports.— The prohibition was lifted on 
the export of registered and certified grades of 
seed Parkland barley, as the Canadian Wheat Board 
had been advised by the Canada Department of 
Agriculture that such restrictions were no longer 
required in view of the stock position. Shippers 
and exporters of all varieties of registered and 
certified seed barley could therefore apply under 
the blanket export permit issued in favor of the 
Plant Products Division, Canada Department of 
Agriculture, which would cover export clearances of 
all varieties of registered and certified seed oats 
and barley. (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to 
the Trade; Shippers and Exporters no. 4). 
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Butter Sales.— It was announced that, after August 

31, the granting of a rebate of 21 cents per lb. on 
butter purchases by institutions would be discontinued. 
The action was taken because supplies of butter held 
by the government were substantially smaller than 

they had been for some years. Some 2,000 Canadian 
non-profit residential institutions had participated 
in the program, which began in 1955, The cost to the 
government was about $3,600,000. (Agricultural 

Prices Support Board). 


Custom Grinding of Grain.- The Canadian Wheat Board 
issued regulations on the custom grinding of grain 

and exchange of grain for prepared feeds, amending 

the regulations of June 6, 1957. The new instructions 
raised to 25,000 lb. from 20,000 lb. the weight of 

wheat, oats or barley which could be delivered to a 

feed mill in exchange for prepared feed. This amount 

was to apply in the first quarter of the crop year, 

from August 1 to October 31, 1957. Quantities authorized 
for the remaining quarters of the crop year were to be 
announced before the beginning of each period. (Canadian 
Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade no. 4). 


Hog Marketing.— The Ontario Hog Producers’ Marketing 
Board and the Ontario Hog Producers’ Co-operative 

were granted a new extension of powers in interprovincial 
and export trade, under the Agricultural Products Market- 
ing Act. The order revoked P.C. 1713 of November 16, 
1955. It was passed as a consequence of the amendment 

to the act and involved no further extension of powers 

to the board and agency. (P.C. 1957-1029). 


Poultry Labelling.— Instructions were issued dealing 
with the labelling of poultry products treated with 
the antibioticschlortetracycline and oxytetracycline. 
For carcass poultry metal tags were to be attached 
showing, in addition to the present requirements, that 
the substances had been added to preserve quality 

or retard spoilage. A second metal tag was to be 
attached if packers already had a supply of tags 

on hand not bearing a statement concerning anti- 
biotics. When the product left an inspected plant 
packed in a container a declaration was to appear 
with the description of the product, in addition 

to all other labelling requirements. For cut up poultry 
leaving a federally inspected plant, the package 
containing the product was to be labelled with a 
declaration that the antibiotic had been added to 
preserve quality or retard spoilage. When the 
poultry was sold in package form a statement was 

to be placed on the main panel of the label, If 

sold from bulk, it was to be suitably labelled. 
(Health of Animals Division Circular 1957-53), 
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July 31 Fruit Marketing.— The British Columbia Fruit Board 
was granted a new ejxtension of powers in inter- 
provincial and export trade, under the Agricultural 
Products Marketing Act. The order revoked  P.C. 
4202 of August 17, 1949. It was passed as a con- 
sequence of the amendment to the act and involved 
no further extension of powers to the board. 
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July 31 Peach Marketing.- The Ontario Peach Growers’ 
Marketing Board was granted an extension of powers 
in interprovincial and export trade, under the 
Agricultural Products Marketing Act. The authority 
applied to peaches produced in Ontario for processing. 
(P.C...1957-1030) . 


July 31 Pear, Plum and Cherry Marketing.— The Ontario Pear, 
Plum and Cherry Growers' Marketing Board was granted 
an extension of powers in interprovincial and export 
trade, under the Agricultural Products Marketing Act. 
The authority applied to pears, plums and cherries 
produced in Ontario for processing. (P.C. 1957-1031). 


August 1 Grain Quotas.— The initial grain delivery quotas 
established on July 23 were amended for durum wheat 
and flaxseed. For either crop producers with a seeded 
acreage of less than 40 acres were authorized to deliver 
an additional quantity to bring total deliveries of the 
grain to 200 bushels. Producers with no acreage 
seeded in 1957 who had durum wheat and flaxseed carried 
over from the previous crop year on lands covered by their 
1957-58 crop delivery permit could deliver the minimum 
quota of 200 bushels of each grain, The previous 
authorization of five bushels per seeded acre remained 
in effect for producers with over 40 acres of either 
crop, (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the 
Trade re Quotas nos. 4 and 5.,). 


August 7 Fruit Marketing.— The Minister of Agriculture was 
granted authority, under the Agricultural Products 
Co-operative Marketing Act, to enter into an agree- 
ment with B.C. Tree Fruits Ltd., Kelowna, B.C., 
in connection with the marketing of apricots, peaches 
and prunes produced in 1957 in the Okanagan Valley 
of the province, (P.C. 1957-1067). 


August 7 Fruit and Vegetable Tariffs.— The Tariff Board 
announced that it would hold a second and final 
hearing on September 9 on the fruit and vegetable 
reference, The sitting was to permit a final pre- 
sentation of the proposals advanced at the July 
meeting by the Canadian Horticultural Council. It 
was also to give an opportunity for those opposing 
such proposals to give evidence, particularly pro- 
cessors. (Tariff Board Reference No. 124: Fruits 
and Vegetables) , 
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Tobacco Marketing.- The Ontario Flue-Cured Tobacco 
Growers’ Marketing Board was granted an extension of 
powers in interprovincial and export trade, under 

the Agricultural Products Marketing Act. (P.C. 1957- 
1068) , 


Rabies Outbreak.-— The recent outbreak of rabies in 
Pontiac and Gatineau Counties, in the province of 
Quebec, was stated to be a seasonal development. 

It was an extension of established infection of wild 
life, particularly foxes, in northern areas and 
penetrated more settled areas when infected wild 
animals came from those areas and attacked domestic 
animals, Rabies was reported in the Abitibi and 
Rouyn areas in April and May. The month of June 

was free from the disease, On July 4 a rabid dog 
was reported at Danford Lake in Pontiac County. 

On August 2 a cow in Pontiac County was found to 

be infected and a fox in the Wakefiehd area of 
Gatineau County. On August 6 infection was found 

in a cat at Ladysmith, Pontiac County. Rabies 
vaccination clincis were established at five centers 
in the two counties for the free vaccination of dogs. 
(Department of Agriculture press releasé, August 9 
and 12). 


Butter Sales.— The Minister of Agriculture announced 
that the Agricultural Prices Support Board would 

sell its holdings of butter at 63 cents per lb. 

This price was fixed to cover approximately the cost 
to the Board of the butter and of the handling ex- 
penses on it. Details of selling and distribution 
methods were to be made public at a later date when 
the butter was needed to supplement new production. 
(Department of Agriculture press release). 


Grain Delivery Quotas.— The Canadian Wheat Board 


issued a ruling that land held under a Crown or 
Municipal grazing lease and seeded to forage crops 
was not eligible for inclusion in the specified 
acreage of a farm unit. The purpose of the Board's 
policy was to grant privileges on land which pro- 
ducers had seeded to cultivated grasses or legumes as 
part of a farm rotation, as a soil improving crop or 
as a<ii@ans of reducing acreage in cereal grains. 
(Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade 
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Lacombe Hogs.— It was announced that approximately 
50 boars of the new Lacombe breed would be sold 

in the fall for commercial swine production in Canada, 
Applications were to be sent to the Experimental 
Farm, Lacombe, Alberta, where a public draw would 
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be held on October 7, 1957. This method had been 
chosen as the fairest way of distributing the limited 
number of boars available. (Department of Agriculture 
press release). 


August 30 Prairie Grain Producers Interim Financing Act, 1956.- 


The application of the act was extended to cover loans 
made by banks between September 1, 1957 and June 1, 
1958. The regulations made under the act: by P.C. 
1956-830 of May 31, 1956, as amended, were further 
amended to take into account the extension of the 
legislation. They fixed the rate of interest at a 
maximum of five per cent per annum simple interest, 
the same as for loans made under the legislation 

in previous years, (P.C. 1957-1191). 


August 31 Prune Imports.— The Minister of Finance announced 
the rejection of a request of Okanagan prune growers 
for the fixing of an arbitrary value for duty on 
imports of fresh prunes from the United States. The 
request had been made through the Canadian Horticultural 
Council. As a signatory member of the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade Canada had agreed not to take 
action such as that requested without consulting 
interested members of GATT. Provisions of GATT and 
of the Customs Act were such that no case could be established 
unless it could be proved that the injury to the local 
industry had arisen as a result of the price and 
quantity of imports and not from local factors. In 
the case in question some of the difficulties had been 
caused by the reluctance of processors to buy normal 
quantities of this year's crop because of a carryover 
of processed prunes. In addition imports to date had 
been smaller than in 1956. It was therefore not con- 
sidered that Canada could successfully maintain that 
the difficulties arose solely from the price or quantity 
of imports (Statement ...)., 


September 4 Freight Assistance for Hay.- In order to relieve the 
hay shortage in certain areas of Nova Scotia arising 
from drought a freight assistance policy for Nova 
Scotia farmers was put into affect, to expire on 
May 5, 1958. Under the arrangement the farmer would 
pay the first 20 cents per cwt. of the freight and 
federal and provincial governmentsand the railways 
would each absorb one-third of the balance up to a 
maximum of 80 cents per cwt. The hay purchased 
had to be inspected and assistance would be paid 
only on Number 2 grade or better with a tolerance 
of 15 per cent of Number 3 hay allowed. (Farm 
News, September 18). 


September 5 


September 9 
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Out-of-Condition Grain.-— Western producers threshing 
out-—of—condition grain were told they must be pre- 
pared to store it on their farms until it could be 
delivered under the unit and general delivery quotas 
established from time to time, Sufficient elevator 
space was not available in country and terminal el- 
evators to handle it in preference to other grains. 
The problem had arisen because of unfavorable har- 
vesting conditions in the past two weeks, (Canadian 
Wheat Board press release). 


Dairy and Wheat Policies.~ In a speech delivered 
to the National Dairy Council at Winnipeg on September 


9, the Minister of Trade and Commerce dealt with 
Canada’s trade in dairy products and with the wheat 
position. He pointed out that before the war Canada 
exported about seven per cent of its total milk pro- 
duction, in the form of manufactured products. Now 
exports accounted for less than two per cent, due 
mainly to increased domestic consumption. The one 
important remaining export market was for cheese, 
mainly to the United Kingdom. The government hoped 
that this outlet would not only be retained but en- 
larged. This was one of the reasons for encouraging 
Commonwealth trade and was a reason why the government 
advocated an early trade conference of Commonwealth 
countries. In proposing such a conference the 
government was fully aware that countries like 
Australia and New Zealand could be expected to 

press for larger exports to Canada, including 

dairy products. Referring briefly to price supports 
and import controls, the Minister said it was well 

to bear in mind that such actions to increase output 
and protect the producer were exactly the kind of 
action that Canada complained about when practised by 
the United States and some European countries. The 
Minister reviewed the background of the present 

wheat situation and said that the surplus of wheat 

in western Canada had reached a position of major 
importance. Of the 300 million bushels held on 

farms it was estimated that a large part was held 

on a relatively small number of farms, chiefly 

in southern Saskatchewan and southern Alberta. 
Canada‘s share of the world wheat trade had dropped 
from an average of 30 per cent to about 25 per cent. 
Last year exports were 40 million bushels lower than 
in the previous year. The chief reason for the decline 
was the special surplus disposal program of the 
United States. Last year exports from that country 
were increased by subsidization and straight give- 
aways by 200 million bushels. Flour exports also 

were heavily subsidized. In addition, due to events 
related to the Suez incident and the Hungarian revolt, 
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certain anticipated Canadian sales did not develop. 
The prospects for 1957-58 were much more encourag-— 
ing and Canadian exports were expected again to 

reach 300 million bushels unless there was some 
unforeseen development. The Minister said that in 
years of surplus supply the country as a whole, and 
not the farmer, should bear the extra cost of storage 
and carrying charges. In the long run, however, it 
might be well to reduce wheat acreage progressively 
and to place greater emphasis on diversified crops 

to keep wheat production to an average figure of 

400 million bushels. The acreage released might 

more suitably be used for fodder crops for an in- 
creased number of livestock. The Minister summarized 
various proposals for alleviating the present position 
and commented on them. He sdfid that Canada could 

oot match the United States in surplus disposal 
expenditures but there was no reason why positive 
attempts should not be made to persuade that 

country not to encroach on markets normally open to 
Canadian produce. If satisfactory arrangements could 
be made Canada should be able to sell 30 to 40 million 
bushels of wheat more than last year. Canada might 
sell wheat for credit where this could be done with- 
out upsetting trade relations with cash customers. 

On the possibility of barter for strategic materials 
the Minister said Canada did not need to create a 
stockpile and could not readily institute such a 
program. With regard to sales for local currencies 
Canada had no pressing need for such currencies 

and in any case payment for wheat in currencies 

not readily exchangeable into dollars amounted to 

a loan or a gift. It might, however, be acceptable 
to give wheat to India, Pakistan and Ceylon as part 
of the Colombo Plan if those countries desired it. 
With domestic demand at 150 million bushels a year 
and an export objective of 300 million bushels, the 
present surplus of 650 to 700 million bushels might 
be reduced to manageable proportions in five or 

six years. The tendency of importing countries to 
reduce dependence on imports, the growth of the 
United States’ export trade and the fact that, 

with technological advances, small crops were less 
likely than formerly, should however all be taken 
into account. (Address by ... Minister of Trade 

and Commerce to National Dairy Council of Canada ...). 


September 10 Hay and Straw Inspection Act.— Regulations under the 
act were amended to change the procedure. for collecting 
' charges for hay and straw inspections and to set the 
fees at 75 cents per ton when.'22 tons or more were 
inspected and $1.00 per ton for inspections for smaller 
quantities. The new regulations also made a minor 
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change to grade standards. They amended the regulations 
of February 23, 1949 as amended, (SOR/57-375) . 


September 11 Dry Skimmed Milk Price Support.— The Minister of Agric- 
ulture announced that stocks of dry skimmed milk 
owned by the government would be offered for resale on 
the basis of 17 cents per lb. spray process and 14 cents 
per lb. roller process, f.o0.b. storage, in carlot quantities. 
(Department of Agriculture press release). 


September 12 Vegetable Marketing.— The British Columbia Interior 
Vegetable Marketing Board was granted a new extension 
of authority, under the Agricultural Products Marketing 
Act, to regulate the marketing of certain vegetables in 
interprovincial and export trade. The new order was 
made as a result of the amendment to the act at the last 
session of Parliament. Its purpose was to delete the 
words “outside the province" in the phrase “outside 
the province in interprovincial and export trade", 

P.C. 257 of January 20, 1950, was revoked. (P.C. 
1957-1235). 


September 13 Apple Marketing.- The Minister of Agriculture was 
authorized, under the Agricultural Products Co-operative Marketing 
Act, to enter into an agreement with La Cooperative 
Monteregienne of the Town of Rougemont, P.Q. for 
the marketing of apples produced in 1957 in the 
fruit growing districts of the province, to be processed 
and sold in the form of apple juice, apple sauce, apple 
pulp or apple jelly. (P.C. 1957-1247). 


September 16 Grain Mission.—~ The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
left Ottawa on a grain mission to the United Kingdom 
and Continental Europe. He visited London, The Hague, 
Rotterdam, Antwerp and Paris returning to Montreal on 
September 27. The purpose of the visit was to meet 
members of the grain trade and milling interests and 
to discuss the possibilities of increasing sales in 
the countries concerned. The government's aim was to 
regain a fair share of world trade in wheat and flour. 
(Department of Commerce press release). 


September 19 Grain Quotas.— In order to obtain sufficient quantities 
of soft white spring wheat to meet mill requirements, 
the Canadim Wheat Board authorized a supplementary quota 
of five bushels per seeded acre of this type of wheat to 
producers who had contracted with mills for its production. 
Special permits were to be issued to producers on the 
basis of information supplied by the mills concerned, 
(Canadian Wheat Board. Instructions to the Trade re 
Quotas, no. 10). 
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September 19 Meat and Canned Foods Act.-— The Processed Fruit and 
Vegetable Regulations, established by P.C. 1954-895 
of June 17, 1954, as amended ,were further amended to 
make it clear that, when an examination was made as to 
the appearance of mould filaments in beans prepared 
with tomato sauce, the examination was to be conducted 
of the sauce and not of the product as a whole. 
(PisG.5l9STA253)% 


September 23 Freight Rates.- The Board of Transport Commissioners, 
in a report on the equalization of freight rates, said 
that equalized class rates resulted generally in re- 
ductions in rates in western Canada. However, on the 
13 Commodity scales dealt with to a conclusion in the 
Board's Judgment, some resulted in increased rates 
in western Canada and there was thus considerable re- 
luctance on the part of shippers and provincial counsel 
in western Canada to proceed with this section of equal- 
ization, However, the Board believed that it was now 
generally recognized that there must be some give and 
take in this regard. The Board said it could not 
hold out any prospects of an early completion of its 
examination of commodity rates, because of complicating 
factors. (Board of Transport Commissioners. Further 
Report to His Excellency the Governor General in 
Council on the Equalization of Freight Rates). 


September 23 Dry Skimmed Milk Import Control.— The Minister of 
Agriculture announced that dry skimmed milk had been 


placed under import control, effective from September 23. 
He said that under the influence of the support program 
imports had been heavy, with producers in other countries 
taking advantage of the support price. Stocks on hand at 
September 1 were more than 27 million lb., the highest 
on record. In order to protect Canadian producers from 
_the danger of a market swamped by large supplies of 
imported powder, the government had acted to apply controls. 
Had imports continued at the current rate the major part 
of Canadian production would have been going into the 
hands of the Agricultural Prices Support Board instead 
of directly on to the market. The import controls were 
to remain in effect until May 31, 1958. A general import 
permit allowed the importation for personal use of dry 
skimmed milk not to exceed $5.00 in value for each 
importation, (Department of Agriculture press release; 
P.C. 1957-1280, September 21; General Import Permit No. 
lm. 4, September 23). 


September 25 Food and Drugs Act.— The regulations under the act 
were amended to provide that a reference to the act 
or regulations on a label might be made only where 
such reference was a specific requirement of the act or 
regulations. Other amendments provided that processed 
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wheat flour containing not less than 80 per cent dextrose 
might be classed as a filler in meat. products and that 
lactic acid starter culture, Pediococcus cerevisiae, 
could be used in sausages. Additions were made to the 
list of allowable quantities of poisonous substances 

on specified foods. (P.C. 1957-1294). 


Seeds Act.— The Seeds Regulations, made under the Seeds 
Act on October 21, 1954, as amended, were further amended 
to require that imports from the United States be labelled 
as to state of origin. Previously only a country labelling 
was required. The change was being made because seed from 
northern states commanded a premium in price. If the 
state of origin was unknown the seller was required to 
indicate that this was the case. The amended regulations 
also allowed for a lower minimum percentage germination 

of seed canary grass seed and the presence of limited 
quantities of fowl meadow grass in lawn grass mixtures. 
(SOR/57-426) . 


U.S.-Canadian Committee on Trade and Economic Affairs.- 
The committee, comprised of the Canadian Ministers of 
Finance, Agriculture and Trade and Commerce and the 
Secretary of State for External Affairs and the United 
States’ Secretaries of State, the Treasury, Agriculture 
and Commerce, met in Washington on October 7 and 8. 

The communique issued following the meeting said that 
among the subjects discussed were trade and agricultural 
policies and surplus disposal activities (particularly 
those relating to wheat). The Canadian Ministers referred 
particularly to the harmful effects barter transactions 
had had on commercial marketings of wheat by all exporting 
countries. The U.S. members affirmed their intention in 
surplus disposal activities to avoid, as far as possible, 
interfering with normal commercial marketings. They gave 
an assurance that under the present revised Commodity 
Credit Corporation barter program each barter contract 
must result in a net increase in the exports of the 
agricultural commodity involved and that interest must 
be paid until strategic materials were delivered or 
payment otherwise effected for the agricultural 
commodities. (U.S.A.-Canada Joint Communique, October 

8) . 


Grain Deliveries.— The Canadian Wheat Board announced 


special arrangements designed to expedite the shipment 
by truck to the United States of low grade wheat, oats 
and barley. The Board wasprepared to allow producers to 
deliver the equivalent of two bushels per specified acre 
on the understanding that the quantity delivered would 
apply as an advance quota to be charged against the 
authorized delivery quota at the producer's station when 
this authorized quota was increased to five bushels per 
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specified acre. Low grade grain under the advance quota 
was to be delivered and sold to the Canadian Wheat Board. 
In addition toother requirements there was to be a 
notation in the producer's permit book that it was for 
export to the United States, The Canadian Wheat Board 
was to issue the necessary export permit when conditions 
had been met. (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to 
the Trade no. 18). 


October 7 U.S. Hog Mission.— It was announced that a team of seven 
United States‘ specialists in hog production and marketing 
had been sent to Canada by the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
to study improved methods of producing and marketing hogs. 
The group was touring several hog producing areas after 
meeting Canada Department of Agriculture officials in 
Ottawa. The mission resulted from the concern of United 
States‘ hog producers about production and marketing 
problems and the recognition of these problems by 
Congress and the U.S. Department of Agriculture, United 
States’  -comsumer preference for pork had been changing 
to less fat and more meatiness but progress towards the 
production and marketing of meat-type hogs had been re- 
latively slow. The study was undertaken in accordance 
with the recommendations of the House Committee on 
Agricultural Appropriations. (USDA press release). 


October 8 Dominion-Provincial Agricultural Conference.— The Depart- 
ment of Agriculture announced that with the agreement of 


most of the provinces and the major farm organizations, 
the customary Dominion-Provincial Agricultural Conference 
of agricultural officials had been cancelled for this 
year. Among the reasons for the decision was the fact 
that there had recently been a full-scale conference of 
Ministers of Agriculture, Moreover, since the new 
government took office it had received formal delegations 
from both the Canadian Federation of Agriculture and the 
Interprovincial Farm Union Council. Parliament would 
probably be in session at the time andz Dominion- 
Provincial Financial and Taxation Conference was in the 
offing. The "situation" and “outlook"™ reports for 
agriculture would be published as usual, (Department 
of Agriculture press release). 


October ll Qats and Barley Sales.— The Canadian Wheat Board 
announced that it would consider applications for the 
sale of oats and barley in store at the Lakehead on 
a provisional price basis. Each application might be 
considered on its merits and each shipper was required 
to enter into a provisional sales agreement before a sale 
was made. The provisional price for No. 1 Feed oats or 
No. 1 Feed barley would be the Canadian Wheat Board's 
initial payment price to producers and the provisional 
prices for other grades would be based on the Board's 
selling spread in relation to the selling price of No. 1 
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Feed oats or barley at the time of sale. Settlement was 
to be made at the time of sale for the difference between 
the provisional price and the price at the time of final 
booking (Canadian Wheat Board. Instructions to the 
Trade: Shippers and Exporters No. 10). 


October 14 New Parliament Opened.- Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth, 
opened the first session of the 23rd Parliament and read the 
Speech from the Throne, The Speech forecast several measures 
for the benefit of farmers. One was a measure to provide 
greater stability in the prices for agricultural products, 
in order to assure farmers a fair share of the national 
income. Another was the authorization of a system which 
would give prairie grain producers an advance payment 
for the grain they expected to deliver this year, through 
cash advances for grain stored on farms. New discussions 
were to take place with the Government of Saskatchewan in 
order to make possible an early start on the construction 
of the dam on the South Saskatchewan River. The Speech 
also referred to plans laid at the Mont Tremblant 
Commonwealth Finance Minister's Conference for a Common- 
wealth Trade and Economic Conference to take place in 
1958, In addition, it mentioned that every possible 
effort was being made to seek new markets for agricultural 
products as well as to regain those that had been lost. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.5). 


October 16 Crop Insurance.— In reply to a question the Minister 

of Agriculture said that there had been no request from 
any of the provincial governments in connection with an 
all-risk crop insurance act. However, at a meeting with 
the provincial Ministers of Agriculture on September 5 
and 6 there was a good deal of discussion and the Depart-— 
ment of Agriculture had been giving a considerable amount 
of study to the matter. (House of Commons Debates, p.59). 


October 16 Barley Export Price Adjustment.— The Canadian Wheat Board 
announced that it would make an adjustment in the prices 
of all grades of western Canadian barley basis Fort William 
Port Arthur to persons purchasing barley after October 16 and 
exporting it to the United Kingdom and other European markets 
through St. Lawrence ports before the official closing date 
of St. Lawrence River navigation for the year 1957 and 
through Halifax and St. John after October 16, ©1957 and 
before the official opening date in 1958 for navigation 
on the St. Lawrence River. The amount of the adjustment 
was to be announced by the Board each market day at the 
close of the Winnipeg market, to be effective the following 
day. The arrangement was made because over-all forwarding 
costs on barley to European destinations were higher than 
laid down costs from other sources of supply. In addition, 
the bulk of western supplies of barley were located in the 
area tributary to the Lakehead and St. Lawrence route. 
(Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade, Shippers 
and Exporters no. 11, October 16; no. 13, October 22). 
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October 17 GATT.— The Canadian delegation to thetwelfth session of 
GATT meeting in Geneva was led by Mr. L.D. Wilgress, 
Canadian Permanent Representative, to NATO and OEEC in 
Paris. Mr. C.M. Isbister of the Department of Trade 
and Commerce was vice-chairman, to be replaced during 
the session by Mr. S.S. Reisman of the Department of 
Finance. The delegation included other officials from 
the Departments of Trade and Commerce, Finance, External 
Affairs, National Revenue and Agriculture, (Department 
of External Affairs press release). 


October 17 Hog Cholera Outbreak.- The Minister of Agriculture 
stated that hog cholera had been confirmed on premises 
in Leamington, Ontario. The number of hogs involved was 
45. (House of Commons Debates, p.58). 


October 19 Cheese Marketing.— A new order was passed extending powers 
in interprovincial and export trade to the Ontario Cheese 
Producers' Marketing Board and its agency, the Ontario 
Cheese Producers’ Co-operative Ltd. The order also allowed 
the Board to collect an amount not exceeding 9/10 cent per 
lb. to be used for the purposes authorized by the 1957 
amendment to the Agricultural Products Marketing Act. 

These purposes were the creation of reserves, the payment 
of expenses and losses resulting from the sale or disposal 
of cheese and the equalization or adjustment among pro- 
ducers of moneys realized from the sale of cheese. It 

was the first time the power to collect such levies or 
charges had been authorized. The necessity to make such 
provision arose from the decision earlier in 1957 of the 
Supreme Court in the reference on the validity of Ontario's 
marketing board legislation and certain of the schemes 
operating under it. ©The new order revoked P.C. 1954-470 
of; Aprils dy 1954s) ohP 2 Cse195%1290) a 


October 2] Transport Controller.— The Minister of Transport, in answer 

to a question concerning the appointment of a transport 
controller, said that co-operation between the Canadian 
Wheat Board and the railway companies appeared to be the 
most satisfactory way of dealing with the situation at 
present and that accordingly no consideration had been 
given to any other steps although the matter would be 
kept under review. ‘House of Commons Debates, pp.178-9). 


October 22 GATT.- The Minister of Finance said that as far as the 
GATT negotiations in general were concerned, a Canadian 
delegation would be there with instructions to enter into 
negotiations for the renewal of GATT with certain modific- 
ations. As to the effect of these negotiations on the proposed 
plan for a European free trade area, it would be necessary 
for Canada to know more as to how far the countries in 
western Europe and the United Kingdom were going before 
the government could attempt to give detailed instructions 
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to its delegates. He thought that a clearer statement from 
these countries should be forthcoming before the end of 
the GATT negotiations. (House of Commons Debates, p.240). 


October 22 Colombo Plan.- In a statement on the proposed Colombo 
Plan appropriation for 1958, the Prime Minister said that 
the Canadian Government had agreed to provide $1,000,000 
worth of flour to the government of Ceylon. The proceeds 
of the sale of the flour would be used by that government 
for various development projects. The Canadian Government 
bead offerét $2,000,000 worth of wheat to the Government of 
Pakistan to meet the need for foodgrains following serious 
floods in west Pakistan. The offer had been accepted and 
the wheat would soon be shipped. (House of Commons 
Debates, p.244). 


October 22 Soybean and Vegetable Oil Duties.-— In reply to a question 
the Minister of Finance said that the government had received 


renewed representations requesting increases in the rates of 
duty on vegetable oils entering Canada to be used for edible 
purposes and asking that a duty be put on soybeans. The 
government was reviewing the representations that had been 
made and the various interests that would be affected. The 
government was also reviewing the extent to which inter- 
national commitments would stand in the way of possible 
action. (House of Commons Debates, p.303). 


October 24 Royal Commission on Canada's Economic Prospects.- The Royal 
Commission on Canada's Economic Prospects issued a very 


comprehensive report entitled “Progress and Prospects of 
Canadian Agriculture", The study was prepared by W.M. 
Drummond and W, Mackenzie at the request of the Commissioners. 
The purpose of the report was to show the way the agricultural 
industry in Canada might be expected to develop in the next 
25 years. The authors predicted that, on the basis of 
1951=100, farm size in 1965 would be 116 and in 1980, 

124, The index of numbers of farms on the same base 

would decline to 87 in 1965 and 82 in 1980. The index of 
physical volume of livestock production would increase to 

145 in 1965-and 224 in 1980 and of all production to 137 

and 195 respectively, It was concluded that, with a reasonable 
rate of improvement in technology, Canadian agriculture 

could meet increased domestic demand for food products 
without undue difficulty. Growing demand should lead to 

a strengthening of farm prices. Increased production 

would be achieved with no significant extension of agric- 
ultural settlement and no problem of higher food costs to 

the non-agricultural section of the population. The 
principal change in agriculture would be a substantial 
increase in livestock production secured by a more intensive 
use of the land now in farms. There was, however, an 
indication that there was little need for the rapid ex- 
pansion of output in the next ten years. Canada was expected 
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to maintain its position in world wheat markets but for 
other products no significant increase was expected in 
the volume of exports. On a regional basis it was pre- 
dicted that the production of processed milk products 
would be centeredmore and more in Quebec and that beef 
cattle finishing would become more common in eastern 
Canada. Poultry farming was expected to become more 
specialized, with its center in Ontario, although Quebec 
might produce an increasing share of poultry products 

if feed freight assistance were continued. The prairies 
were expected to become the principal cattle and hog 
producers. (Royal Commission on Canada‘s Economic 
Prospects: Progress and Prospects of Canadian Agriculture). 


Apple Imports.—- In answer to a question regarding the 
steps being taken by the Department of Agriculture to 
prevent the importation and sale of cull apples from 

the United States, the Minister of Agriculture said he 
had been given a sample of the apples. He had taken up 
the matter with officials of his department and had asked 
for an investigation and a memorandum on possible steps 
which could be taken to prevent shipments of this kind 
coming into Canada. (House of Commons Debates, p.343). 


Livestock and Livestock Products Act.-— The Dressed and 
Eviscerated Poultry Regulations, made under the Livestock 
and Livestock Products Act by P.€. 1954-2022 of December 
22, 1954, as amended, were further amended to permit 

the Minister of Agriculture to authorize the movement 

of carload lots of poultry from one province to another 
without meeting the requirements that such poultry be 
inspected and certified, graded or packed and marked in 
accordance with the regulations. The change was de- 
Signed to ease the situation where poultry intended for 
further processing was shipped between provinces. 


APC. 195721393). 


U.S. Foreign Trade Policy Sub-Committee.-— The Department 
of External Affairs announced that, as part of a series 


of visits, a group of members of the Foreign Trade 
Policy Sub-Committee of the Ways and Means Committee 
of the U.S. House of Representatives would visit Ottawa 
on October 30 and 31 and Toronto on November 1. This 
Sub-committee, generally known as the Boggs Committee 
for its chairman, the Honorable Representative Hale 
Boggs, was set up in July 1956 to study United States’ 
trade and tariff policy in all its aspects. It had 
visited a number of countries to study the effects of 
this policy. The members of the sub-committee, while 
in Canada, met representatives of interested Canadian 
firms and organizations and called on the Prime 
Minister and other ministers, (Department of External 
Affairs press release). 
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October 26 Vegetable Marketing.-— The British Columbia Coast Vegetable 
Marketing Board was granted a new extension of powers under 
the Agricultural Products Marketing Act to regulate the 
marketing of certain vegetables in interprovincial and ex- 
port trade. The order was made as a result of the amend- 
ment to the act at the last session of Parliament. Its 
purpose was to delete the words “outside the province” 
in the phrase “outside the province in interprovincial and 
export trade”. P.C. 5018 of October 4, 1949, was revoked. 
(P.C. 1957-1418). 


October 28 Rape Seed Freight Rates.— The Minister of Transport, 
replying to a question, said that a complaint respecting 
certain maximum freight rates on rape seed was heard by 
the Board of Transport Commissioners. In its judgment, 
dated June 14, 1957, the Board concluded that the present 
rates were not unreasonable and dismissed the application. 
The impact of these rates on growers of rape seed was 
now under consideration to determine whether there might 
be some other way of meeting the situation. (House of 
Commons Debates, p.449)., 


October 28 Christmas Trees.— In reply to a question the Parliamentary 
Assistant to the Minister of Trade and Commerce said that 
two-thirds of Canadian Christmas tree production was marketed 
in the United States and that a voluntary grading system 
was being brought into force in that market on November 
1, 1957. This had renewed interest among Canadian pro- 
ducers in the adoption of standards. The province of 
Nova Scotia had a voluntary grading system in use and the 
trade had various grading rules. If the United States’ 
grading system was successful and if general support 
developed in Canada, consideration would be given to es- 
tablishing a voluntary national standard. (House of 
Commons Debates, p.448). 


October 29 Special Committee on Land Use.— A special committee of 
the Senate was appointed "to consider and report on land 
use in Canada and what should be done to ensure that our 
land resources are most effectively utilized for the 
benefit of the Canadian economy and the Canadian people 
and, in particular, to increase both agricultural pro- 
duction and the incomes of those engaged in it”, 

(Extract from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Senate). 


October 29 B.C. Apples.— The Minister of Agriculture, in reply to a 
plea for favorable consideration of a request from British 
Columbia fruit growers for a subsidy on the 1955 crop of 
not less than 25 cents per box, said that although the 
farm value in 1955 was 72 cents per box it rose in 1956 
to $1.34 per box, the highest in ten years. In addition 
the figures were substantially higher than the Canadian 
average. In the light of these facts it did not seem 
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possible or practicable to offer special compensation to 
British Columbia growers. (House of Commons Debates, 
pps502-3)'s 


FAQ.— The Department of External Affairs announced the member- 


ship  |° of the Canadian Delegation to the Food and 


Agriculture Organization conference which began in Rome 

on November 2. The delegation was headed by the Hon. 

D.S. Harkness, Minister of Agriculture. The alternate 
delegate was Dr. J.F. Booth, Chief, Economics Division, 
Department of Agriculture. The delegation included advisers 
from the Departments of External Affairs, Northern Affairs 
and National Resources, Trade and Commerce, National Health 
and Welfare, Finance, Fisheries and Agriculture and from 

the Canadian Federation of Agriculture. (Department of 
External Affairs press release). 


Turkey Marketing.— The Minister of Agriculture was granted 
authority, under the Agricuitural Products Co-operative 
Marketing Act, to enter into 3n agreement with Societe 
Cooperative Avicole Regionale of the Town of Saint—Damase 
in the Province of Quebec in connection with the marketing 
of turkeys produced in the province during 1957 to be 
processed and sold in the form of dressed turkey. (P.C. 
1957-1439). 


Trade with China.— The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
said that China was part of the trade promotion territory 
of the Canadian trade commissioner in Hong Kong and that 
as part of his normal duties he was expected to visit 

all parts of his territory. The proposed visit was in 

no sense a trade mission but rather an exploratory trip. 
The trade commissioner and his assistant planned to 

leave Hong Kong about November 5 and on their return 
would report on trade possibilities. The main interest 


would be in foodstuffs such as wheat. (House of Commons 


Debates, pp.653-6) . 


Grain Exchange.— The Canadian Wheat Board authorized 
producers to deliver wheat. oats or barley not exceeding 
a total weight of 25,000 lb., in each of the remaining 
three quarters of the present crop year. The grain was 
to be exchanged for prepared feed. The plan was a con- 
tinuation of arrangements in effect in the first quarter. 
The Board announced that it would consider applications 
from producers to deliver additional quantities and 

from feeders not in possession of a delivery permit 

book to deliver feed grains produced within a province 
to feed mills for exchange. (Canadian Wheat Board: 
Instructions to the Trade no. 20). 


Senate Land Use Committee.— The Senate Special Committee 
on Land Use presented its first report, dealing with its 
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quorum and authority to print proceedings. (Vebates of 
the Senate, p.146). 


November 7 Prairie Grain Advance Payments Act.— This legislation re- 
ceived Royal Assent. It provided for the making of cash 


advances on wheat, oats and barley stored on farms in 
western Canada. The advances were to apply on a six bushel 
quota, which the Canadian Wheat Board considered would 
be applicable for the 1957-58 crop. The amount of the 
advances was set at 50 cents per bushel for wheat, 20 
cents for oats and 35 cents for barley, with a ceiling 
of $3,000 for each applicant, Under the procedures, 
farmers would receive advances from elevator agents. The 
Canadian Wheat Board wouldkeep accurate files of each 
farmer's receipts in advance. One half of the initial 
price of grain delivered under quotas, other than the 
initial quota, was to be applied to reducing the advance 
the farmer had received, so that the farmer would re- 
ceive some cash at each delivery. Elevator companies 
would be reimbursed as quickly as possible by the 
Canadian Wheat Board and elevator companies would re- 
turn advances as they were collected from producers’ 
current deliveries. The elevator companies had agreed 

to absorb ten per cent of losses in respect of each 
individual advance. Losses were not expected to be 
Significant and individual companies would not be required to 
absorb, by way of losses, more than one-quarter of one 
per cent of the total advances they had made. Losses 
would not fall on the Canadian Wheat Board but would be 
shared between elevator companies and the treasury. The 
Canadian Wheat Board would meet administrative charges. 
Where an applicant was indebted to a bank for a 
guaranteed loan obtained under the Prairie Grain Pro- 
ducers Interim Financing Act, 1956, the unpaid balance 
of the loan and any interest or other charges owing 

were to be deducted from the advance payment and paid 

to the bank which was to cancel any endorsement made 
under the act in the permit book. In introducing the 
motion for the legislation the Minister of Trade and 
Commerce said that it was expected that advances might 
be made on 372 million bushels, requiring about $100 
million to $150 million. Repayment would usually be 
finished in six to eight months, At the second reading 
the Minister of Agriculture said that the amount of 

the advance was fixed in round figures at about one-half 
the initial payment at the local point for the typical 
grade of wheat, oats and barley in order to avoid the 
necessity of farm inspection for grade. The advance 
should be considered as part of the initial payment 

and would be subject to the same arrangements between 
landlord and tenant and producer and creditor as applied 
On initial payments. It was proposed to enlarge the 
borrowing powers of the Canadian Wheat Board to include 
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borrowings from chartered banks for the purpose of making 
advances, subject to government guarantee. Interest 
charges would be paid out of Consolidated Revenue. The 
act was proclaimed on November 25 and regulations issued. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.872; An Act to provide for 
Advance Payments for Prairie Grain prior to delivery 
thereof; SOR/57-473, P.C. 1957-1536, November 25). 


Wheat for India.-— The Prime Minister announced that Canada 
would supply India with $7 million worth of wheat under 

the Canadian Colombo Plan program for India. The grant 

of wheat was to be financed out of existing Colombo Plan 
funds to meet part of India‘s pressing needs for foodgrains. 
The wheat was to be shipped from eastern Canadian ports. 
The quantity would be between 4,200,000 and 4,400,000 
bushels, depending on how much No. 3 and How much No. 4 
wheat the Indian Government took. (Department of External 
Affairs press release, November 2; House of Commons 
Debates, November 7, p.846). 


Grain Delivery Quotas.— The Canadian Wheat Board announced 
that, from November 11, there would be an open delivery 
quota for flaxseed for the balance of the 1957-58 crop 

year at all delivery points in the designated area, A 
supplementary quota of rye also came into effect under 
which producers might deliver an additional five bushels 
per acre seeded to rye, or a minimum of 150 bushels. 
(Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade re 
Quotas, nos. 17 and 18). 


Trade Mission to U.K.- The Minister of Trade and 

Commerce announced that a Canadian trade mission to 

the United Kingdom, comprising leading representatives 

of business and industry from all areas of Canada, would 
leave for London on November 21. It included representatives 


. of labor, agriculture and fisheries. The purpose of the 


mission was to stimulate purchases from United Kingdom 
sources of goods now imported by Canada from .non—Commonwealth 
countries. (Department of Trade and Commerce press release). 


U.S. Surplus Disposal Poiicies.— Replying to a question, 
the Minister of Finance said that the assurance received 
from United States’ ministers, which was referred to in 
the joint statement issued at the close of the meeting 
of the Joint United States - Canadian Committee on Trade 
and Economic Affairs, was confined to the barter feature 
of the United States‘ surplus disposal program. The 
Canadian Government had, however, made no attempt to disguise 
the fact that it regarded all features of the program as 
being very damaging to Canada's wheat marketing position 
and intended to put this strong point of view forward on 
any occasion. (House of Commons Debates, p.814). 
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Bean Marketing.— The Ontario Bean Growers’ Marketing 
Board was granted a new authority, under the Agric- 
ultural Products Marketing Act, to extend in inter- 
provincial and export trade certain powers over the 
marketing of white pea-—beans and yellow eye beans, granted 
to the Board intraprovincially under the Ontario Farm Pro- 
ducts Marketing Act. The order revoked P.C. 1953-987 of 
July 2, 1953, but there was no significant change in the 
powers extended. The new order also authorized the Board 
to collect an amount not exceeding 77 cents per 100 lb. 

to be used for its purposes, including the creation of 
reserves, the payment of losses resulting from the sale 

of the product, and the equalization of sales returns. 
(P.C. 1957-1472) . 


Butter and Butterfat Price Support.— Butter oil and any 
form of butterfat containing 55 per cent or more butter- 


fat were placed under import control, effective November 
13. The action followed the passing of an order 
authorizing the Agricultural Prices Support Board to offer 
to purchase, from November 1, 1957 to April 30, 1958, 
Canada First Grade creamery butter and butterfat in any 
form which the Board might specify, at prices equivalent 
to 58 cents per lb. basis delivery eastern Canadian 
centers and 5/¢ cents basis delivery Vancouver, The 
effect of the new price support order was to broaden 

the previous butter purchase authority by extending 

it to butterfat. There was no change in the prescribed 
prices. (PC. 1957-1474;- PC 21957-1475) . 


Fruit, Vegetables and Honey Act.— An amendment to the 
regulations under the Fruit, Vegetables and Honey Act 


provided for the establishment of "Registered Potato 
Warehouses". Such warehouses could be certified by 
the Minister of Agriculture if they complied with the 
conditions set forth in the regulations. Potatoes 
graded and packed in registered warehouses could be 
shipped interprovincially without inspection and 
certification. The scheme was being put into effect 
On an experimental basis for certain shippers in New 
Brunswick. The amended regulations removed peaches, 
pears, plums, grapes and winter celery from the list 
of products coming under compulsory inspection and 
certification when grown in the province of Ontario 
and shipped to another province. Inspection require- 
ments on export shipments were not affected. There 
were minor changes in grades and the addition of two 
new standard containers -— for apples and head lettuce. 
Certain errors and omissions in previous regulations 
were corrected. (Ministerial Order). 


Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Act.— The Minister of 
Agriculture said he had received representations 
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concerning the broadening of the Prairie Farm Rehabilitation 
Act to cover all areas. lt was not, however, an urgent 
matter on which action could be taken this session. 

(House of Commons Debates, p.1108). 


November 15 Wheat Disposal Policies.— The Minister of Trade and 
Commerce oreferred to the difficult wheat situation and 
gave examples of the competition which Canada faced with 
the United States in ordinary commercial markets. He said 
that there was a very noticeable trend towards credit 
transactions for wheat and in this field Canada was pre- 
pared to be active if terms and security were satisfactory. 
A vigorous sales policy would be maintained in normal 
markets; there would be exploration of possible new markets 
and an emphasis where needed on increased marketing 
facilities as wellas cash advances when deliveries could 
not be made. (Address by ... Minister of Trade and 
Commerce ... to the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool Annual 
Meeting ...). 


November 19 Fruit and Vegetable TariffReport.— The Minister of 
Finance tabled the Tariff Board's report on Reference 
No. 124, Fruits and Vegetables. In doing so he said 
that the Board's recommendations followed the Canadian 
Horticultural Council's suggestion for the continuation, 
in principle, of the present statutory provisions for 
fresh fruits and vegetables. These were intended to 
give greater protection during the Canadian producers‘ 
main marketing season than in the off season. They con- 
sisted of a basic ad valorem rate of ten per cent for 
which might be substituted seasonal specific duties 
which generally had a considerably higher ad valorem 
incidence than the ten per cent off-season rate. The 
Tariff Board had before it requests from the Canadian 
Horticultural Council and processors' representatives 
for 45 changes in the tariff, in the form of increases 
in seasonal specific and other duties, extensions in 
the periods of application of seasonal duties, the 
dividing of the application of such duties into two 
separate periods, and combinations of these forms 
of tariff protection. Among the recommendations of 
the Board were:-— (i) deletion of the provision for 
the duty free entry of new potatoes between January 1 
and June 14 in any year; (ii) increases in the seasonal 
specific rates of duty on a number of fresh fruits and 
vegetables, including celery (from one to two cents 
per lb.), mushrooms (from 3% to five cents per lb.), 
onions (from one to 1% cents per lb.), sour cherries 
(from two to three cents per lb.), cranberries (from 
one to two cents per lb.), prunes and apricots 
(from one to 1% cents per lb.) and peaches (from 1% 
to two cents per lb.); (iii) a provision for seasonal 
specific duties on corn on the cob, parsnips, Brussels 
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sprouts and peppers,now admitted throughout the year at 
ten per cent ad valorem; (iv) increases in the maximum 
periods of application of seasonal specific duties on 
asparagus, cauliflower, lettuce, cabbage, carrots, 
cucumbers, onions, sour cherries, prunes and pears; 

(v) consequential increases in the MFN rates of duty 
on canned mushrooms, canned and frozen asparagus, 
frozen Brussels sprouts, cranberry jelly or sauce, canned 
and frozen cherries, canned and frozen peaches, canned 
apricots and canned prunes; (vi) separate enumeration 
of cucumbers for pickling, with a year round MFN rate 
of ten per cent ad valorem; (vii) imposition of an 
additional duty of five per cent MFN and ten per cent 
under the General tariff on green beans, Brussels 
sprouts, carrots, beets, cauliflower, lettuce, peas, 
parsnips or corn on the cob when imported during the 
period of seasonal specific duty in packages weighing 
five pounds or less, to provide extra protection for 
pre-packaged vegetables. The Board rejected requests 
for increases in duties on tomatoes, onion sets and 
and grapes of the Vitis Vinifera species (not produced 
commercially in Canada). The Minister, in tabling the 
report, said that the government had not yet had an 
Opportunity to study the recommendations in the report 
but that it would give serious consideration to the 
Tariff Board’s suggestions. If a decision were 

made to act on the lines of the recommendations, the 
government would expect to take the necessary steps 

in conformity with the provisions of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. (House of Commons 
Debates, pp.1273-4. Report by the Tariff Board... 
respecting Fruits and Vegetables). 


November 19 Honey Imports.— The Minister of Agriculture, in 
reply to a question, said that there was no indiciation 
that either the volume or the price of imported honey 
was depressing the domestic market and that no action 
was therefore warranted or contemplated at the pre- 
sent time. The Department was, however, continuing to 
watch closely the volume of imports and market 
conditions in the United States and Canada. The 
Minister quoted figures to show that although there 
had been an increase early in the year in honey im- 
ports, stocks on hand at June 30, 1957 were nearly 
half a million pounds less than those on hand at 
June 30, 1956. Domestic honey prices had remained 
practically unchanged for more than a year. The 
delivered duty paid price of United States" hong was 
about 17 cents per lb.,approximately the same price 
as domestic honey, f.o.b. Toronto. (House of 
Commons Debates, p.1278-9). 
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Butterfat Imports.— In reply to a question, the Secretary 
of State said that there had been only one importer of 
butterfat and that, under the provisions of the Statistics 
Act, the amount and source of the imports could not be 
disclosed. The product had entered under tariff item 71l 
and paid duty under the MFN tariff at 20 per cent ad 
valorem. Samples had been analysed by the Department of 
National Health and Welfare, They contained 99,6 per 

cent milk fat at 0.4 per cent moisture and complied with 
the chemical specifications of milk fat as stated in 

the Food and Drug Regulations. The importers were not 
required to file a statement of usage but it was common 
knowledge that butter oil was used in the manufacture 

of a variety of processed dairy products. (House of 
Commons Vebates, p. 1559). 


Food Contamination by Radio Activity.-— Replying to 
questions, the Secretary of State said that surveys were 


being made by the Department of National Health and Wel- 
fare to determine whether foods, including canned fish, 
had been contaminated by radioactivity as a result of 
atomic bomb fall-out. No specific policy had been adopted, 
other than enforcement of the requirements of the Food 
and Drugs Acts The Department of Fisheries was examining 
frozen and canned imported tuna fish in its fish 
inspection laboratories at Vancouver but had so far 

found no evidence of radioactivity. The Department of 
National Health and Welfare had begun a program to 

study the radioactivity of foods, environmental factors 
such as soil and pasture, and other biological substances. 
No reports had been published but results had been sub-— 
mitted to the United Nations scientific committee on 

the effects of atomic radiation. The levels of radio- 
activity in food which had been determined to date had 
been very low. The work would be summarized in the 

annual report of the Department of National Health 

and Welfare. (House of Commons Debates, p.1560). 


Fowl Price Support.— The price support on fowl, due 
to end on November 30, was extended from December 1, 
1957 to March 31, 1958. The basic price was unchanged 
at 23 cents per lb. at Toronto, live weight basis, 

for No. 1 fowl, five pounds and over. (P.C. 1957- 
1598) . 


Grain Quotas.— The Canadian Wheat Board announced 

that it would give consideration to applications on 
behalf of producers who wished to deliver, in excess 

of the quota, commercial graded seed oats, barley, 

rye or flaxseed or such grain suitable for commercial 
seed after cleaning. Producers were to be entitled to 
deliver one car of commercial seed, if their applications 
were approved. Oats and barley delivered under the 
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authority were to be marketed through the Canadian Wheat 
Board. (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the 
Trade re Quotas). 


Tariff Negotiations with Switzerland.— It was announced 
that Canada would take part in tariff negotiations with 


Switzerland, to be conducted under GATT auspices in 
Geneva in May, 1958. The purpose of the negotiations 
was to enable Switzerland to become a member of GATT, 
It was expected that the negotiations would be rather 
limited in scope but they would provide an opportunity 
for the first time under GATT to seek some tariff con- 
cessions from Switzerland, which was a valuable market 
for wheat and a number of other Canadian products. 
(Department of External Affairs press release). 


Royal Commission on Price Spreads.— The Prime Minister 
announced the appointment of a Royal Commission on Price 


Spreads. Its powers were to inquire into the extent and 
causes of the spread between the prices received by pro- 
ducers of food products of agricultural and fisheries 
origin and the prices paid by consumers for such foods; to 
determine whether or not such price spreads were fair 

and reasonable or excessive, in relation to the services 
rendered; to make recommendations if such price spreads 
were found to be excessive; and to determine the adequacy 
of price information currently available. The commissioners 
were Dr. Andrew Stewart, President of the University of 
Alberta (chairman); Mrs. W.R. Walton, Jr., a member 

of the Board of virectors of the Canadian Association 

of Consumers; Dr. W.M. Drummond, head of the Department 
of Agricultural Economics of the Ontario Agricultural 
College; Mr. Howard MacKichan, general manager of the 
United Fishermen's Co-operative; Mr. Romeo Martin, 
secretary general of the Co-operative Federation of 
Quebec; Mr. Bernard Couvette, past president of the 
Canadian Wholesale Grocers’ Association; and Mr. Clive 
Kidd, president of the Ontario Federation of Labour. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp. 2123-4; P.C. 1957-1632) . 


Urban Food Prices.-— The Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
began the regular publication of national average urban 
retail prices for about 60 food items. The prices re- 
lated to 33 cities with populations of 30,000 or over 
in 1951. The monthly average for each commodity was 
based on approximately 500 quotations. Prices were 
obtained from all chain store companies and from a 
representative sample of independent food stores. In 
the case of bread and milk, prices were also obtained 
from manufacturing bakeries and dairies selling direct 
to hauseholders. The size of the independent store 
sample ranged from eight in smaller cities to 20 in 
major urban centers. Chain store prices were obtained 
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from head offices and specific chain store outlets in the 
larger cities. Some supplementary collection of produce 
weights and weekend special prices was done in selected 
chain store outlets in larger cities. (D.B.S. Daily 
Bulletin). 


Senate Trade Inquiry.- The Senate Standing Committee on 
Canadian Trade Relations was empowered to inquire into 

the most practical steps to further implement Article 

2 of the North Atlantic Treaty, whereby the signatories 

to that document agreed to seek to eliminate conflict in 
their international economic policies and to encourage 
economic collaboration among themselves. The committee 

was further to inquire into how any project might be 
co-ordinated with the trade policies of other countries 

of the free world and how projects for economic collaboration 
among the North Atlantic signatories might be given the 

same degree of permanence as that contemplated in the 
20-year military obligation under the Treaty. The 

committee was empowered to hear the views of representatives 
of agriculture, industry, labor, trade, finance and con- 
sumers and also the representatives of business interests 

or individuals in NATO countries. (Debates of the Senate, 
pp.379-80) . 


Roumanian Trade Delegation.- In reply to a question, the 
Minister of Agriculture said that the agricultural 


delegation from Roumania which had recently been in 
Canada was headed by the Minister of Agriculture for 
Roumania, Its purpose was to see Canadian methods of 
farming and to look into the types of seeds, livestock 
and machinery which there were in Canada and which might 
be suitable for use in Roumania. The delegation travelled 
right across Canada and was convinced that there were a 
good many products it could buy and use. The delegation 


purchased a considerable quantity of hybrid seed corn. 


It had purchased some the year before, and also some 

from the United States, and had found that Canadian hybrid 
seed did better in Roumania than that from the United 
States. As a result the delegation this trip purchased 
about two and a half times as much seed corn in Canada 

as in the United States. The Roumanians also bought 

some hogs, cattle, chickens and machinery. These were 

in the nature of sample purchases. The Minister of 
Agriculture for Roumania had said that if they were 
satisfactory there would be cansiderably larger purchases 
in future years. (House of Commons Debates, p.2180). 


Peace River Disaster.— The Minister of Agriculture, 
referring to the disastrous crop conditions in the 
Peace River area, said that inspections were being 
carried on as speedily as possibl€ in the Peace River, 
country and the Athabaska district of Alberta, but 
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were being delayed by bad weather. It appeared that some 
unthreshed crops were salvageable and could be threshed in 
the winter or spring. In suchcases inspection work could 
not be undertaken until the harvesting was complete. The 
Prime Minister earlier said that the investigation would 

be made in co-operation with the government of Alberta 

and in consultation with the government of British Columbia, 
so that necessary action might be taken in keeping with 

the federal responsibility. (House of Commons Debates, 
December 12, p.2244; December 13, p.2308). 


Sugar Beet Price Support.-— The Agricultural Prices 
Support Board was authorized to support the price 


of sugar beets grown in 1957. The prescribed price was 
$13 per ton for sugar beets with a 17 per cent sugar 
content. The support price was to apply in each of the 
four main producing areas of Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba 
and Alberta and was to take the form of the payment, if 
necessary, of the difference between the prescribed 
price in each producing area and the average final price 
for beets delivered to manufacturing plants. The in- 
tention was that current grower contracts with sugar 
beet factories would continue to operate, and any 
payments would go direct to producers as a deficiency 
payment, (P.C. 1957-1640; House of Commons Debates, 
December 16, p.2419). 


Agricultural Stabilization Bill.— The House of Commons 
gave first reading to a bill designed to establish a 


system of guaranteed prices for certain agricultural 
commodities. The debate on the second reading had not 
been concluded when the House rose on December 21 for 
the Christmas recess. During that debate the Minister 
of Agriculture said that, in order to remove any doubt 
as to what was intended in the legislation, he was 
willing to spell out the guarantees implicit in the 
bill. He detailed certain amendments which he said the 
government would propose at the committee stage. In its 
revised form the bill provided that a base price for 
any agricultural product would be established by 
calculating the average price at representative markets 
during the ten immediately preceding years. Guaranteed 
prices, effective for 12 months in most cases, would 

be set for an agricultural product: where the need was 
shown to exist. In prescribing the percentage of the 
base price at which a price was to be stabilized the 
Governor in Council was to have regard to the estimated 
average cost of production of the commodity and other 
relevant factors. On cattle, hogs, sheep. butter, cheese, 
eggs, and wheat, oats and barley outside the Canadian 
Wheat Board area the guaranteed price would be not 

less than 80 per cent of the base price. This price 
level could be maintained through the support of any 
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food product of these commodities. The plan was to be 
operated by an agricultural stabilization board and 

there was provision for the appointment of an advisory 
committee, consisting entirely of farmers and representatives 
of farm organizations, to advise the Minister and the board 
on the commodities requiring guaranteed prices and the 

levels at which these should be set. A revolving fund of 
$250 million was to be provided to finance the operations 

of the scheme. The guaranteed price was to be made 

effective by the board through the purchase of the 

commodity, deficiency payments or such other payments as 

the Governor in Council might order. (House of Commons 
Debates, December 11, p.2186 et seq.; December 14, p.2392 et 
seq.; December 20, p.2652 et seq.; An Act to provide for 

the Stabilization of the Prices of Agricultural Commodities) . 


December 14 Fixed Values for Strawberries.— The fixed valuation for 
duty purposes on fresh and frozen strawberries was 
cancelled. (Wepartment of National Revenue. Appraisers 
Bulletin, Misc. no. 27, Supplement no. 1; Misc. no. 28, 
supplement no. 1). 


December 16 Animal Contagious Diseases Act.- Prince Edward Island 
was declared a Brucellosis Certified Area and was the 
first area to be so declared under the brucellosis 
control area regulations. (Department of Agriculture press 
release). 


December 17 Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Act.- In reply to a question, 
the Minister of Agriculture said that the Prairie Farm 
Rehabilitation Administration had done some work in 
British Columbia but this was discontinued over a year 
ago. No consideration had been given to re-entering the 
field as far as P.F.R.A. was concerned in British Columbia. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.2469). 


December 19 Senate Land Use Committee.— The Senate adopted a report of 
its Special Committee on Land Use in Canada, recommending 
that the inquiry be continued at the next session of 
Parliament. ( Debates of the Senate, p.447). 


December 20 Export Credits Insurance Act.-— Royal Assent was given to 
a bill to amend the Export Credits Insurance.Act by in- 
creasing from $100 million to $200 million the total 
liability which the Export Credits Insurance Corporation 
might have outstanding at one time under contracts of 
insurance entered into under Section 21. Such contracts 
were those considered in the national interest but which, 
in the opinion of the board of directors of the Corporation, 
were for a term or an amount in excess of that normally 
undertaken. Liabilities under the section were to be met 
from unappropriated moneys in the Consolidated Revenue Fund. 
In the debate on the resolution the Minister of Trade and 
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Commerce said that policies currently outstanding totaled 
$98 million. It was obvious that the Corporation must be 
authorized to assume further liabilities. One hundred 
and six policies of insurance had been issued under the 
section covering exports amounting in value to $206 
million, Insured export shipments which had been con- 
cluded and paid in full amounted to $97 million. There 
had been no losses. Shipments insured included wheat, 
$118 million, and dry skimmed milk, $4 million. Credit 
terms were first extended on wheat in 1952, when Yugoslavia 
applied to Canada for wheat on short-term credit. Pri- 
vate exporters financed the export at commercial rates of 

. interest through the banking system, using the export 
credits insurance policy as security, in order to pay cash 
to the Cenadian Wheat Board. This pattern had been applied 
since to Brazil, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Israel and Poland, 
Policies had been issued for about 55 million bushels. 
A number of countries had recently expressed interest in 
buying Canadian wheat on credit and it was vitally im- 
portant that authority should be available to insure such 
credit sales if and when formal requests were made. This 
was the principal reason for seeking theamendment. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.2663; An act to amend the 
Export Credits Insurance Act). 


December 20 U.K. Trade Mission.— The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
answered a number of questions on the results of the U.K. 
mission, which returned to Canada on December 19. He 
said that an office was to be established in Ottawa to 
complete the work of the mission. A general report on 
the work of the mission would be published, which would 
take some time to complete. The office would also pro- 
vide any immediate information which might be required 
in the United Kingdom. (House of Commons Debates, 
pp. 2647-9) . 


December 20 Fruit Marketing.- The Ontario Farm Products Marketing 
Board and the Ontario Berry Growers’ Marketing Board were 
granted an extension of powers in interprovincial and 
export trade, under the Agricultural Products Marketing 
Act. The extension was similar to those granted earlier 
to several other marketing boards in Ontario. It 
enabled the two boards to exercise powers over the 
marketing outside the province of strawberries and rasp- 
berries grown for processing in Ontario, similar to the 
powers which they exercised within the province under 
provincial legislation. (P.C. 1957-1674). 


December 21 NATO.- In reporting to the House of Commons on the 
NATO meetings in Paris, the Prime Minister referred to 
Canada's position in relation to the European free trade 
area, He said that when the proposal was first placed 
before the Canadian Government for consideration, Canada 
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had qualified its approval by specifically excluding from 
its scope food, drink and tobacco. At the Paris meetings 
this qualification to Canada’s approval was repeated for 
the record. The Prime Minister said also that he had 
suggested that something in the nature of a NATO food 

bank might be created to make food available to countries 
which were in need and were in danger of being overrun and 
subverted by the Soviet Union. It would also make possible 
the availability of the deposits of food in the event of 
war. (House of Commons Debates, pp.2722-3). 


December 21. Humane Slaughter of Animals.-— The Minister of Justice 
introduced a bill to provide for the humane slaughter 
of animals for food. It took the form of an amendment 
to Section 387 of the Criminal Code, which made it an 
offence wilfully to cause unnecessary pain, suffering or 
injury to an animal. Under the proposed amendment evidence 
that an animal was slaughtered for food without having 
been killed instantaneously and without having been first 
rendered unconscious by a humane method would be prima 
facie evidence of a violation of the provisions of the 
section. Before the bill was given first reading the 
Minister of Justice made a statement in which he said 
that the previous government had taken the view that 
no further legislation was necessary but that a test 
case involving the usual slaughter methods had come before 
a magistrate in Vancouver this fall and had been dismissed. 
Subsequent appeals had also been dismissed. The Minister 
referred to the activities of a special committee formed 
in the province of Ontario to study the problems of humane 
slaughtering methods and said that an interim report had 
been received on October 31. The committee had advised 
that no complete solution of the problem of method as 
far as hogs and sheep were concerned had been agreed. 
but there was agreement that humane methods of slaughter 
of cattle could be enforced immediately. The committee 
was to continue its study, with the full assistance of 
government experts and of the National Research Council. 
While there was general agreement that humane methods 
of slaughter existed and could be made applicable in 
Canada, there were still some problems to be solved. 
There was a measure of divided responsibility as the 
enforcement of measures rested with the provinces, 
who should be consulted. Hasty action on the part of 
the government might force abattoirs and packing plants 
out of business and cause a shortage of meats. The 
bill was therefore to be given first reading but it 
was not the intention to proceed further with it this 
session. This would make it available to all interested 
persons. After consideration of representations and the 
drafting of necessary changes, it was proposed to reintroduce 
the bill at the next session of Parliament. (House of 
Commons Debates, p.2713-4). 
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Egg Price Support.— The Agricultural Prices Support Board 
was authorized to puchase, during an appropriate period 

in 1958, eggs in such form as it might specify. The pre- 
scribed price was to be the equivalent of 38 cents per 
dozen for Grade A Large eggs, with appropriate price 
differentials for other grades of eggs and egg products. 
(P.C. 1957-1716) 


Freight Rates.— The Board of Transport Commissioners 
issued a judgment authorizing the railways to increase 
freight rates by 3.6 per cent. This rise gave the rail- 
ways the full 15 per cent which they sought in 1956. It 
did not, however, meet their demand for a iifurther 6.4 
per cent, which would have brought the latest increase 
to ten per cent. The new maximum rates were to become 
effective on January 15, 1958, but their application was 
postponed (House of Commons Debates, January 7, 1958, 
pp.2931-2) until March 1 to give an opportunity for a 
hearing and decision by the Governor in Council on the 
petition by all provinces except Ontario and Québec 

that the order be rescinded. 


a, ae 


INDEX 


Page 


Aeronautics Act: 

Regulations... watt ye Ss SPS eee eee oS ee 30 
Agricultural Prices Support ‘Act: 

see the subhead Price support 

under commodity headings 
Agricultural Products Board Act: 


Import authority... er eyer'. “eee 23 
Agricultural Products Co-operative Marketing “‘Aet: 

Agreements . . sta odie “F094, 1B9267297367 41 , 50 
Agricultural Products Marketing Act: 

Amendment, | aie. tas sg. POEs ais ANG 45,20 

Extension of authority Kf at Quem Dose 33, 35, 36, 37, 4l, 46 , 49,53,61 
Agricultural Stabilization Bill Ae i Pa ae em | Oo 
Animal Contagious Diseases Act: 

Regulations. . . Vise Be. nsistyeg oC eR eLSF23, 60 

see also the names of animal diseases. 
Apples: 

EMPOTUS wi ye Maite ee Sa pat TO ATS Cal ge tue eee mene ene ear eh nee 8 

Marketing 7. Sr OR lewis an seh ca) eer eee ed ee ee oe remeron | 

Subsidy... My See es ai eee et eee A eee es aan Cemnetion,  aeemr Le, eee ea 
Apricots: 

Fixed) Values ait. aha non eae ee eta een ecu anE, oL nemnne eneeen e 


Marketing Tees ey tel Tada Ne tar ces a tae ate te en eee Oe eee Ot, | ee ney 
Austria: 
Frade: of LF ce eer eA ee ee oc ee er ene ees ee ery 


Bacon: 
GEAALNGs LL ae eT, eee en mL ae Pan net ote | rene ere adler LG) 
Pea men Ledii sot Carte ao gt here ae eee Mere eee en eee een a SD 
Barley: 


Expont. price SOyuUsStmenty or tee en er can Te eee eee eee Ay 

seed) barleyrexports roc, ict ime te 4.) Ceara rar) ela eae Mean atomen ne 
Beans: 

Marketing re, Gal's, eee aa ae Se ee ee Rt ee a) nn anne mee, | eae 

Researeh Nee on a CoM at eet Oe gh NL ane Ne ee Mr gk eS 
Brucellosis (eee Se nS er ae eee ei rere ne, ae ane Oa eT sD 
Budget.) 5637S a. ee ae ee oe nee Roe eT eh) C 
Butter: 

Institutional rebate Oeics ee ee gee ee ey 

Sales 2. BPR MINTER, eRe, ete BS SSE Se Pee) A PAE: 37 
Butterfat: 

Imports 78>. SRP Rae wD Fe Ge te eee, ee Pe en ee SEE 

Price Suppor’: V5 PRS caer Maeno ee, Mee wae eae eee © ave ee aM eye 


rae. 


Canada Dairy Products Act: 
Regulations . . . Rovere mee oe hse nie 
Canadian Farm Loan Ret; 
Amendment 
Canadian Wheat Board oe 
BOR OURR Ee 6 eee oe ed oy ek 
Cheese: 
Import restrictions 
Marketing 
Cherries: 
Color ee ee 
Mater LAG oA oe 2 ene) wean ce 
China, Trade with 
Christmas trees. celle <dieboges anes 
Colombo Plan .. . Raat 


Combines fiyeeticction Act: 
SUGar PeTUENYy wo sco, oy eg gie 


Crop insurance .. . : 
Crops, Air spraying of . 
Customs Tariff: 
Amendment 2 
Made in Canada ruling 


Dairy Products: 
Exports : 
see_ also the names roe dairy products. 
Dominion-Provincial Agricultural Conference 
Dry skimmed milk: 
Import restrictions Ree - 
TNO re on Fa ei ao ee) Bn Sa ree ad 
Price Support... .«,4> 


Eggs: 

Consumption campaign 

Price support ‘ 
European Free Trade Area 
Excise Act: 

Amendment 
Excise. Tax Act: 

Amendment .. . ft cinaton,s 
Exhibition Grants Regulations eye 
Export and Import Permits Act: 

ee tah ee ae ee wee 

Import restrictions . ; 
Export Credits Insurance Act: 

PmendmMeNt .. 4 Fe wise 


° 


Page 


-10,15 
16 
17 


2b 
4, 26, 29,46 


J24720 

8, 18, 19,63 
.12,61 

21 


« SSOER¥CL 
25 


329 <16 
26, a3, 42,53 


60 


Farm Improvement Loans Act: 
Regulations . 

Farm labour program 

Feed freight assistance 
see also Hay 

Fertilizers Act 

Fertilizer subsidy . 

Flour: 
Exports of U.S. flour <.. 
Rebates . 


eS ol 


Food and Agriculture Organization 


Food and Drugs Act: 
Regulations . 
Food: 
Contamination . 
Packaging . 
Urban prices 
Fowl: 
Import restrictions . 
Price support . 
Freight rates . ‘ 
see also Maritime Freight “Rate 
Fruit and vegetable tariffs . 


see also apricots, prunes, strawberries 


Fruits: 
Marketing . : 
see also the names ‘of fruits. 
Fruit, Vegetables and Honey Act: 
Regulations . ee ea ey 


General Agreement on Tariffs and 

Glucose in jam. 

Grains: 
Custom grinding . 
Delivery quotas . 
Exchange 
Measurement . : 
Mission to Europe , 
Out of condition grain 
Prices 


s ee 


Trade . 


Provisional price basis sales . 


Seed grain ade 
Specified acreage . 
see also the names of grains’ 


Hay: 
Freight assistance . 
Hay and Straw Inspection Act: 
Regulations . mr eh rile 
Hog cholera outbreak . 


° 33 
J 23, 32, 36 


. 1,42,49,63 


27,29, 36,04 


. 36,61 


R453 


» 46 
giz? 


e27739 


! 2, 3,6,13,14,17, 29,31, 34, 36,37, 41, 43,52 


1,35, 50 


-1,2,9,17,56 


est 


. 38 


. 40 
. 46 


-67- | 


Hogs: 
Import restrictions . 
Marketing . 
Lacombe . 
U.S. mission 
see also Bacon 
Honey imports 


Income Tax Act: 
Amendment . 


Japanese farm trainees ., 


Livestock, Humane slaughter of . ; 
Livestock and Livestock Products Act: 


Dressed and Eviscerated Poultry .Regulations. 


Livestock improvement. 


Maple syrup: 

Marketing . : 
' Maritime Freight Rates Act . , 
Maritime Marshland Rehabilitation Act. 
Marketing legislation, Ontario . 
Meat and Canned Foods Act: 

Processed Fruit and Vegetable Regulations . 
Milk products: 

Price support . 


National Housing Act: 
Regulations . 


Papain . 
Parliament: 
New session . 
Prorogation . : 
Peace River crop failure : 
Peaches: 
Marketing . : 
Pears, plums and cherries: 
Marketing . 
Potatoes: 
Freight -rates . 
Price support . 
Red dyed ; 
Registered warehouses ‘ 
Sale to Venezuela . 
Tariffs . 
Poultry: 
Labelling, grading etc. 
see _ also Fowl, Turkeys 
Prairie Farm Assistance Act: 
Amendment . 
Inspections . 


ao ae 


Page 
Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Act: 

Extension . : : « 53,60 
Prairie Grain Advance ‘Payments Act ; ay 
Prairie Grain Producers Interim 

Financing Act, 1956: 

Amendment . alive 22 

Regulations , 38 
Price support : ; 3 

see_also the hei Price. support “under commodt ty headings 
Prunes: 

Fixed values . 38 
Rabies outbreak. 37 
Radioactivity in food 56 
Rape seed freight rates. 49 
Roumanian trade delegation . : 58 
Royal Commission on Canada's Economic. Prospects: 

Agricultural report . " 47 

Preliminary report. ad ; 2, 3,4 
Royal Commission on Price Spreads. 57 
Rye: 

U.S. import quota . 31 
seeds..ACt: 

Regulations . ; : so%q 4) 43 
Senate Committee on Land Use d ve 13, Laz 49,50,60 
Senate Standing Committee on Canadian Trade ‘Relations 58 
Soybean duties . AT 
Sugar beets price support. 59 
Sugar merger . : ¢ 
Strawberries: 

Fixed values. 28,60 

Marketing . 29 
Switzerland: 

Tariff negotiations . o7 
Tobacco: 

Marketing . . : 37 
Transport Conteeliee ; 46 
Turkeys: 

Import restrictions . 33 

Marketing . 50 

Price support . 33 
Unemployment insurance . of oli 8 
U.K,-Canada Continuing Committee on “Trade ‘and Economic Affairs . ga titel 24 
U.K. trade mission . : 92,61 
U.S. -— Canadian Committee | on Trade and Economic ‘Affairs A3',52 
U.S. Foreign Trade Policy Sub-Committee 48 


Ayana 


Vegetable oil.duties . 
Vegetables: 
Marketing . : : 
see also Potatoes 


Wheat: 
Colombo Plan Shipments 
Exports to U.S. 
Feed Ane 
Marketing . 
Policies 
Prices 
Sale to porand! 
Seed wheat exports 
Surplus disposal .. 
see also Canadian Wheat pgeed nt ‘Flour. 


ip 5o. bd 


Page 
47 


ar: 


Hai + , a 2 


f es is Ee | 


oe a 


whi ae ie 


2. a f _ 
ey BT 4y 9 a 
pA et ee ; 
we ¢G i 
Vea . 7 
ba Ms, a an | orl ie ean oe) ; 
tu ee ee i : 


opie es ? ¥5 rt) } : Wai Tes TY ae ee aA he are 1 ae 7 : 
' ’ Jatlans ef . wae em id Lae They oe a ere ; e *: ¥ a 9 i vic yt : | 
miehirternlriys eek a ks bet aie ty: eae . 
Revste Siueding. taamas wan 0% Uanadind Tost Hepehiohs Soe Won eon 


» 7 ei aT 
Sophean datide.. 1 wr ies * te “ ae, i) eee ‘eo war aT) « : rs! me 
Sige: books RELEY REDE: silat ale sical Whe owe has 205, ey ae 


r i» r a) ” > 

Bayer pee or * h ‘ rT ' . * * t a * * ? . % a a ai 
St pupbe rr Aes pie wee eS ah) | | 

Pixed wate», * ‘ ‘ 4 ‘ ie , gia 1. ¥ 5s 4 i o oe @  & 5618 «i ee a 28.46 


: | 7 wh = 7 
if dicot te » n 7 « ry “ ¥ , $s ( . ° r r] Py ~ * a ‘ r a & , a a 
Swed Laake} rN : ; y 2 r 7 ; - 7 ‘ST 
Serlet adetindiis <8“, akc er 


Toby Gas : . - i | es = — 


* 
se 
* 
e 

IG 
+ 

= 
- 
& 
é 
& 
2 


: . 8 
‘Md ke KWL 28g » i Ss ° oo  & « ‘ a 4,26 | Spe Sars a oe, ee Wu 
Traosport eontealiee « a kee OO). el oi 0 LO SF: PODS tse " @ = pb ve 
ast ip a 
deport restrtgtions sn>8 + ote ry i4 woe he oy Ae Pie « o4 a Gel he: « i 
Morvetiug . wilt » 8. @) 4:8 tae) Oey ee MN +o ihe FF oa 33 ; 
appre. 4 ees he Yi Poh ee AY gg ty ae Pe ’ sy Pea Ee oe x 
“ . ; Petey cae aah oe = ane e a 
Ura bas pte it. tnaubinom Satie He Mea 
Bik, tonnds, Conti saing: Coma tee ait ‘tt ool ‘Roossal ais rete 24 
C5. vrade, wi sehen), oat Dan 
u 
1H 


i 2 
pet a Trade. mn wish | 
‘ Piha 8 tint Sub-Conmt stan a” 


CANADIAN 


AGRICULTURE | 
IN 1958 


A CHRONOLOGY OF FEDERAL POLICIES 


GORDON J. DOBSON | 
CANADA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
MARKETING SERVICE — ECONOMICS DIVISION 


OTTAWA, MARCH 1959 


ke 4 7 ie ee 


Aes 
. Fran 
ots oa ee 7 om 


4 be > eo “yy, 
EE ea oxy Pa de cit Peat 
ys AT oe ae ily ie , 
: ~ | t 
i 7 * F s = ale : 5 
SHE hit: moe ce wi 
; ; ae 
¢ ie ae acy. vy @ >) i) i 
ie Bt i3 c 4 7) 


A hae 1h Ge i 4. 65.5) 
ve) mi) a a 
i) ey et 7 sae we : Te 


Tre 4% - 
ve i 
7 
+t 
i 

ul be 

Aye 
= 
“a 

9 
eo 


PREFACE 


This publication is the seventh in a series recording 
chronologically changes in federal policies affecting agriculture 
and events of importance in connection with such policies. The 
material in the first five annual volumes has been consolidated 
and published under the titde "Chronology of Canadian Agri- 
cultural Policies, 1952-1956". 


In recording the sources of the items certain procedures 
have been followed. The date has been omitted where it is the 
Same aS that under which the item is listed. The initials 
“P.C.". refer to orders in council and “SOR" to statutory 
orders and regulations. As a rule new legislation is listed 
only when it receives Royal Assent or is gazetted. 


An index follows the chronological section of this 
bulletin. It begins on page 46. 
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A CHRONOLOGY FOR 1958 


Food and Drug Act.- An amendment to the Food and Drug 
Act made provision for skim milk products not previously 
included. Skim milk is defined under the amended re- 
gulations as milk from which all or most of the milk 

fat has been removed and shall contain not more than 0.1 
per cent of milk fat. Partly skimmed milk or partially 
skimmed milk shall be milk from which part of the milk 
fat has been removed. No person shall sell Partly 
Skimmed Milk unless the label carries a statement of 

the percentage of milk fat contained therein. Other 
amendments include raising the permissible moisture 
content of cream cheese to not more than 65 per cent 
(previously 60 per cent). On a dry basis, cream cheese 
shall contain not less than 55 per cent milk fat (pre- 
viously 50 per cent). (P.C. 1958-11). 


Freight Rates.— The Prime Minister announced in the 
House of Commons that the recent decision of the board 
of transport commissioners authorizing an increase in 
freight rates of 3.6 per cent from January 15 would be 
suspended until March 1. This was done to provide time 
for a hearing and a decision to be reached by the 
Governor-in-Council on the petition by the Atlantic 
provinces, the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia 
that the order granting the increase be rescinded. 
(House of Commons Debates  pp.2931-32). 


Seed Grain Purchase Arrangements.- The Canadian Wheat 
Board announced arrangements by which producers might 


obtain registered or certified seed wheat, oats, barley, 
rye or flaxseed for seeding purposes. A producer wishing 
to purchase up to 150 bushels of such grains for seeding 
on his farm could deliver and sell to an elevator company 
not more than 400 bushels of any kind of commercial 

grain in excess of delivery quotas, the proceeds to be 
applied against payment for the seed. The proceeds 

could also be used to obtain forage crop seeds for 

soil improvement purposes. The returns from the commercial 
grain sold were not to exceed the cost of the seed pur- 
chased. All deliveries of grain under this authorization 
were subject to the usual deduction where the producer 
received a cash advance under the Prairie Grain Advance 
Payments Act. The arrangement expired on June 30, 1958. 
(Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade). 


Royal Commission on Price Spreads.-— The Royal Commission 
on Price Spreads of Food Products held its first meeting 


in Ottawa January 6 to 8. This was an organizational 
meeting at which a schedule of work and proposed dates 
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of hearings were discussed. It was proposed that hear- 
ings for spring 1958 begin in Vancouver on March 19-21. 
(Rayal Commission press release). 


Colombo Plan.— The Minister of Trade and Commerce announced 
that an agreement had been reached with the Indian Govern- 
ment for the sale of 400,000 tons (about 15 million bushels) 
of wheat to be shipped during the winter and early spring 
months. Payments would be made in seven equal annual 
instalments beginning three years after shipment, and 

at an interest rate of approximately 4% per cent. 
Announcement was also made of a grant of wheat valued at 

$7 million to India and $2 million to Pakistan and of flour 
valued at $1 million to Ceylon, from Colombo Plan funds. 

The Minister stated that wheat would be available to other 
Colombo Plan countries on the same terms as those offered 
to India. It was not the intention to offer long term 
credit in ordinary commercial markets. (House of Commons 
Debates, pp. 297-80) . 


Supplementary Quotas.— The supplementary quota on rye 


was increased from five to ten bushels per seeded acre, 
and the minimum quota raised from 150 to 300 bushels. 
An increase in the supplementary quota on Soft White 
Spring Wheat from five to ten bushels per seeded acre 
was also made. Both increases became effective January 
13, 1958, (Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to the 
Trade re Quotas, Nos. 34 and 364). 


Canadian Flour for Ceylon Flood Relief.—- The Secretary 
of State for External Affairs announced in the House of 


Commons that Canada would provide Ceylon with a gift of 
38,000 tons of flour. This represents the equivalent 

of about two million bushels of wheat valued at approx- 
imately $3 million. It was expected that the flour would 

be sold by the government of Ceylon, and the proceeds 

of the sale used by that government to finance rehabilitation 


and reconstruction required as a result of the recent 


severe floods. (House of Commons Debates, p.3292). 


Export Flour Price Adjustment.- In answer to a question 
in the House of Commons, the Minister of Trade and 


Commerce stated that the policy to allow a price adjust- 
ment on certain Canadian flour exports was instituted by 
the Canadian Wheat Board on March 1, 1957. For the period 
March 1, 1957 to December 31, 1957 a price adjustment was 
allowed to Canadian millers in respect of 14,282,867 bushels 
of wheat for a total value of $1,156,416.23. The adjust-— 
ment was permitted on export flour shipments to all des- 
tinations except the United Kingdom or other European 
countries, the United States and its territories or 
possessions, in order to make Canadian flour competitives 
with subsidized U.S. flour in predominantly flour markets. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.3386). 
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Beef Grading.— Section 2 of the Regulations respecting 
the Grading and Branding of Beef was revoked and new 
regulations subsituted therefor. The new prescribed 
grades of beef are Choice (red brand), Good (blue brand), 
Standard (brown brand), Commercial Class 1, 2 and 3, 
Utility Class 1, 2 and 3, Manufacturing (Canners) and 
Bulls. 

The main change in the regulations was the designation 
of the new "Standard" grade, which will consist of 
young steers and heifers having conformation, finish 
and quality which would have placed them at or near 

the top of the range of the "C" (Commercial) class 
under the previous regulations. ¢P.C. 1958-46). 


Trade Mission to U.K.— A committee of the Canadian 


Trade Mission to the U.K., investigating ways of con- 
tinuing the work of the Mission, recommended that 

the Dollar-Sterling Trade Council be enlarged by 

the addition of members of the Canadian Trade Mission 
and that the name of the new and enlarged Council be 
changed to the Canada-U.K. Trade Council. It was 
further recommended that a permanent secretary or 
executive secretary be appointed. The offer of the 
government to maintain the office of the permanent 
secretary was also noted. (The Canadian Trade Mission, 
"Continuing Committee” Recommendations). 


Seeds Regulations.— The Seeds Regulations made on October 
21, 1954 under the Seeds Act were amended in subsection 
(1) of section 18 by adding the sentence “the term ‘inbred 
line' applies to a relatively homozygous line produced 

by inbreeding and selection.” Subsection (12) of section 
20 was also changed to read “no seed of corn, other than 
pop, Squaw or sweet corn, shall be imported into Canada 
unless the shipment is accompanied by a sworn declaration 
of the exporter, which shall correctly state the type 

of corn of the seed as prescribed in subsection (1) 

of section 18." (Ministerial Order). 


Canadian Flour for Palestine.- The Secretary of State 
for External Affairs announced the government's intention 
to seek parliamentary approval for a special contribution 
of $1.5 million worth of Canadian flour to the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) for Palestine 
refugees. This contribution, which represents approx-— 
imately 20,000 tons of flour or roughly one million 
bushels of wheat, was in addition to the regular $500,000 
cash contribution to UNRWA already proposed for 1958. 
UNRWA is sustained entirely by contributions from member 
States. The Canadian donation was made in response to 

a special U.N. appeal to meet the desperate financial 
crisis faced by UNRWA, which has the responsibility of 
caring for 930,000 Palestine refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, 
Syria and the Gaza Strip. (Dept. of External Affairs, 
Press Release). 
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January 23 Durum Wheat Quota.— The Canadian Wheat Board announced 
that in order to allow producers to properly plan their 
seeding operations for this spring, that effective 
August 1, 1958 acreage seeded to Durum Wheat would be 
considered part of the producer's specified acreage for 
quota purposes. Deliveries of Durum Wheat during the 1958-59 
crop year would, therefore, be chargeable to the producer’s 
specified acreage quota as authorized by the Board from 
time to time. (Canadian Wheat Board, Instructions to the 
Trade, No. 27). 


January 25 Agricultural Price Stabilization Bill.- The House of 


Commons passed Bill 237 providing for the stabilization 
of agricultural prices. Three further amendments were 
incorporated. The preamble was amended to include a 
phrase “to provide farmers with a fair share of the 
national income”. The other two amendments were to 
clarify considerations relating to cost of production. 
The governor in council will now “be guided by” the 
estimated average cost of production instead of “have 
regard to" as in the unamended clause, and the prescribed 
price for an agricultural commodity shall bear a fair 
relationship to the cost of production rather than base 
price as previously stated. Afurther provision was 
added to provide that the Advisory Committee of producer 
representatives should meet at least twice a year. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp.3805-3839) . 


January 31 Agricultural Price Stabilization Bill.- Bill No. 237, 
an Act to provide for the Stabilization of the Prices 


of Agricultural Commodities received Royal Assent on 
January 31. The Bill previouslywas passed by the Senate 
on January 29, without amendment, after being considered 
by the Senate Standing Committee on Banking and Commerce. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.4125. Debates of the Senate, 
p.540). 


January 3l Box Car Distribution.— The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
has announced that an inquiry would be made into the 
distribution of railway bax cars for the movement of 
grain among couatry elevators at individual shipping 
points in Western Canada. The report was to recommend 
procedures or methods by which as high a degree of 
equity and efficiency as possible might be achieved in 
the box car distribution, Mr. John Bracken was appointed 
to conduct the inquiry, but no¥% date was set for its 
completion. (P.C. 1958-181 and House of Commons Debates, 


p. 4085-87) . 
January 3l Potato Price Support.— The Agricultural Prices Support 


Board was authorized to pay directly to the producers of 
potatoes delivered to starch plants for processing, upon 
the recommendation of an agent of any Provincial Govern- 
ment, the difference between the price prescribed by the 
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Board and the average price at which potatoes were market— 
ed to starch outlets, if the average price was lower. 
Potatoes grading Canada No. 1 including up to 12 per cent 
Canada No. 1 Small, from the 1957 crop were eligible. The 
price prescribed by the Board was $1.35 per barrel of not 
less than 165 pounds, which could be increased to $1.65 
per barrel for potatoes delivered on or before February 
28, $1.55 per barrel for potatoes delivered on or before 
April 30 and $1.45 for potatoes delivered on or after 

May 1, 1958, if estimated by the Board that the average 
price to producers for sale to consumer market outlets 
other than starch outlets remained higher than $1.35 per 
barrel during the period up to June 1, 1958. (P.C. 1958-180). 


February 1 Parliament Dissolved.— The Prime Minister announced the 
dissolution of parliament on February 1, 1958. The election 
date was set for March 31. It was announced that the new 
parliament would convene on May 5, 1958. (House of Commons 
Debates, pp.4199-4202). 


February l Interim Payment on 1956-57 Wheat Crop.— The Minister of 
Trade and Commerce announced in the House of Commons that 


the government had authorized an interim payment on the 
1956-57 crop of ten cents a bushel on all grades of wheat 
except milling grades of Durum wheat, upon which the in- 
terim payment would be 25 cents a bushel. This payment 
provided for the distribution of $39.2 million. (House 

of Commons Debates, p. 4149). 

February 4 Flour Mission to West Indies.—~ The Minister of Trade and 
Commerce announced that a representative mission was pro- 
ceeding to the West Indies to further the utilization of 
Canadian flour in that market. The Mission was made up 
of representatives of the Canadian Mheat Board, the flour 
milling industry and the Department of Trade and Commerce. 
(Department of Trade and Commerce Press Release). 


February 7 Frozen Pea Imports.— The decision was taken by the govern- 
ment to place minimum values for duty on imports of frozen 
peas, effective February 12, under authority granted by 
Section 38 of the Customs Act. The valuations applied 
for the purposes of ordinary and special (dumping) duties. 
The valuations as announced by the Minister of National 
Revenue varied according to grade and size of package 
and were as follows: 1) Choice grade (a) bulk, 10 lb. 
and over, 11.25 cents per lb. (b) 2% 1b. and 5 }jb., 15 
cents per lb. (c) consumer packages, 12 oz., $1.45 per 
dozen: 2) Fancy grade, same size packages, 12 cents per 
lb., 16 cents per lb., and $1.55 per dozen respectively. 
This emergency action was taken because the importation 
from the United States of substantial quantities of frozen 
peas at abnormally low prices was causing injury to the 
industry, particularly in Western Canada. The action 
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which the government took was to assist the Canadian frozen 
pea industry to maintain a reasonable market position in 
the face of an abnormal supply and price situation in the 
United States. (P.C. 1958-225. February 7, 1958; Appraisers 
Bulletin Misc. No. 3). 


Canada—Rhodesia and Nyasaland Trade Agreement.— The Depart- 
ment of External Affairs announced the signing of a trade 


agreement between Canada and the Federation of Rhodesia | 
and Nyasaland to take effect February 7, 1958. The agree- 
ment is intended to formalize Canada — Federation trade 
relations and to guarantee the continued general extension 
of concessions which existed prior to the establishment of 
the single tariff in the Federation in 1955. Under the 
agreement Canada will continue to extend British Preferential 
tariff treatment to goods imported from the Federation. In 
returh, the Federation will continue to accord to Canada 
the rates applicable to goods from the fully self-governing 
countries of the British Commonwealth, excluding the United 
Kingdom. In addition, a few special tariff concessions 
have been granted by the Federation to Canada on a small 
number of specified goods. (Department of External Affairs 
Press Release, February 6, 1958). 


Christmas Tree Grades.— The Department of Trade and Commerce 
announced that the Christmas tree industry of Canada had 
taken initial steps to establish national grading standards 
for Christmas trees. At a meeting in Ottawa held on January 
20, 21 and 22, a committee representing the industry, federal 
and provincial governments, and related agencies, and con- 
vened by the federal Department of Trade and Commerce, 
reached agreement on the grades to be adopted and on ways 
and means to bring these grades into use. The annual 
production of Canadian Christmas trees is valued at more 
than $8 million and annual exports at over $6 million, As 
the bulk of Canadian production is marketed in the United 
States, the Committee adopted a system of standard grades 
Similar to that recently established in that country. It 
was agreed that the application of these grades should be 
voluntary. Since the grading of individual trees would, 
therefore, be carried out by producers, dealers, shippers 

Or others in the trade, the Committee decided to prepare 

a manual on grading. This manual will be supplemented 

by practical training in the field provided by qualified 
instructors. The Committee recommended the establishment 

of a national Christmas Tree Association to include all 
persons having an interest in this unique Canadian 

business. (Department of Trade and Commerce Press 

Release) . 


€old Storage Regulations.— The Cold Storage Regulations 
made on December 31, 1954 under the Cold Storage Act were 


amended to place a limit on the amount of financial 
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assistance that may be contributed by the Federal Govern- 
ment toward the construction of cold storage warehouses. 
The Cold Storage Act provided for the payment of a subsidy 
not exceeding one-third of the cost of building the ware- 
houses. The new amendment to the regulations states that 
the subsidy payable on any individual subsidy contract 
shall be limited to an amount equal to the lesser of 33 
and one-third per cent of the amount expended or approved 
of in the construction and equipment of the public cold 
storage warehouse, or $50,000.00. (P.C. 1958-196). 


Dry Skimmed Milk Donations.- The Secretary of State 
for External Affairs announced that Canada was making 


available a large quantity of dry skimmed milk as gifts 
for international relief. 

The Canadian Government had accumulated some 30 million 
pounds of dry skimmed milk under the agricultural price 
Support program. Arrangements for distribution would be 
discussed with agencies such as the Red Cross, the 
Unitarian Service and the United Nations’ Children's Fund 
(UNICEF). It was thoughtthat the largest single gift 
would be made to UNICEF which distributes very large 
quantities of dry skimmed milk for mothers and children 
in countries where sufficient fresh milk is unobtainable. 
(Department of External Affairs Press Release). 


Vegetable Growers and Asparagus Growers' Boards.-— The 
Farm Products Marketing Board of Ontario and the Ontario 


Vegetable Growers‘ Marketing Board were granted an ex~ 
tension of powers under the Agricultural Products Market- 
ing Act for the regulation of marketing of vegetables for 
processing in interprovincial and export trade. The 
vegetables included are green and wax beans, lima beans, 
red beets, cabbage, carrots, sweet corn, long green 
cucumbers, green peas, pumpkin and squash, and tomatoes 
which are produced in Ontario. 

Similar powers were also granted to the Farm Products 
Marketing Board of Ontario and the Ontario Asparagus 
Growers' Marketing Board in regard to the marketing of 
Ontario-grown asparagus for processing. 

The extension of powers was similar to that granted 
shortly before, to other marketing boards in Ontario 
enabling them to exercise powers outside the province 
Similar to those they exercise within the province 

under provincial legislation. (P.C. 1958-227, P.C. 
1958-226) . 


Seed Grain Purchase Plan.-— The Wheat Board «announced 
that it would allow companies to exchange Board stocks 
of any variety of Red Spring Wheat grading No. l, 2 or 
3 Northern or of amber Durum Wheat grading No. 1 C.W., 
No. 2 O.W,, No. 3 C.W., Extra No. 4 C.W. ‘or No. 4 C.W., 
for lower grade wheat, to enable bona fide producers to 
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secure their seed requirements, up to a maximum of five 
hundred bushels to any delivery permit holder. 
Similarly, Board stocks of oats and barley of grades 
found suitable for seeding purposes could be exchanged 
for lower grades of the same kind of grain, up to a 
maximum of 300 bushels to any one delivery permit holder. 
The exchanges were to be on a bushel-for-bushel basis 
and cash settlement was to be made for the difference 
in grade, basis the Board's domestic sale prices on the 
date of exchange plus the usual elevator charges. 
(Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade, No. 
30, and No. 1@ re Coarse Grains). 


February 18 Agricultural Stabilization Act.~ The Agricultural 
Stabilkzation Act, passed at the last session of 
parliatient, was proclaimed to come into force on 
March 3, 1958. The Agricultural Stabilization Board 
consists of L.W. Pearsall, S.J. Chagnon and A.H. Turner. 
Mr. Pearsall is Chairman and Mr. Turner Vice—Chatrman. 
Appointment was also made of the Advisory Committee of 
farmer representatives. (P.C. 1958-278, 279 and 280). 


February 27 Sheep Conference.— At the invitation of the Minister 
of Agriculture representatives of the sheep industry 
from across Canada met in Ottawa. The conference was 
called to plan a program to stimulate sheep production 
and improve the position of the industry. The Minister 
pointed out that sheep production is one branch of 
agriculture that could be expanded at that time without 
fear of exceeding the needs of the domestic market 
for either wool or lamb. 

Representatives attended the conference from the 

Canadian Co-operative Wool Growers, the Canadian 

Sheep Breeders' Association, several local sheep 
associations, the National Council of Canadian Meat 
Packers, the Canadian Federation of Agriculture, the 
Interprovincial Farmers Union Council and from provincial 
-and federal departments of agriculture and agricultural 
colleges. (Department of Agriculture Press Release). 


March 14 Seed Grain Purchase Plan.- The Canadian Wheat Board 
announced an amendment to the arrangements whereby pro- 
ducers may obtain registered or certified seed wheat, 
oats, barley, rye, flax or forage seed by delivery of 
commercial grain in excess of amounts permitted under 
delivery quotas. The supply of registered and certified 
flaxseed was extremely limited and the Board was therefore 
prepared to extend the overdelivery privilege to the 
purchase of Commercial Seed flaxseed. Such seed must 
comply with the provisions of the Dominion Seeds Act. 
(Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade). 
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March 26 Asparagus Regulations.— The Minister of Agriculture 
announced an amendment to the Fruit, Vegetables and Honey 
Regulations made on March 1, 1955 as they relate to imports 
of asparagus. Under the new regulations, imports of asparagus 
from the United States shall not be below the requirements 
of U.S. No. 2 grade and not more than 15 per cent of the 
stalk length shall be white. The regulations previously 
permitted up to one-third of the stalk to be white. The 
change brought the quality requirements of imports into 
line with those required of Canadian-grown asparagus. 

(Ministerial Order). 


April 7 Agricultural Stabilization Act.-— The Honorable Douglas 
S. Harkness, Minister of Agriculture, announced the first 


set of prices established under the Agricultural Stabili- 
zation Act. These included mandatory floor prices for six 
of the nine key commodities named in the act and guaranteed 
yearly prices for three commodities, butter, hogs and wool. 
Prices were set by the government following recommendations 
made by the Advisory Committee and the Agricultural 
Stabilization Board. 

Guaranteed yearly prices, which may be called the working 
Support prices, included a Federal Government agreement to 
purchase Canada First Grade creamery butter at a price 

of 64 cents per pound effective May 1, 1958 basis delivery 
Montreal with appropriate price and market differentials 
for other markets and butterfat in other forms which the 
Board may specify. This is approximately 107 per cent 

of the base price, i.e. the average price for the last 

ten years. The previous support price on butter was 

08 cents. 

The working price support for hogs to be in effect for 

the year effective April 1, 1958, was set at $25.00 per 
100 pounds for warm dressed weight from Grade A carcasses 
basis Toronto with appropriate differentials for other 
public stockyards throughout Canada as may be established 
by the Board. This is approximately 84 per cent of the 
base price. The previous support price for hogs was 
$23.00 per 100 pounds. 

The price of wool was to be supported by deficiency pay- 
ments at the level of 40 cents per pound for wool grading 
Western Range Choice 58/60's, half blood staple, f.o.b. 
Toronto, and appropriate rates for all other grades except . 
Rejects. This would be effective from April 1, 1958 to 
March 31, 1959, and is approximately }10 per cent of the 
base price of 54% cents per poundfof sheep's wool. Pre- 
viously, no support price was in effect for wool. 

Mandatory floor prices established for six of the nine 

key commodities named in the Act are at 80 per cent of 

the base price, which is the average price during the 

last ten years. The base prices and the mandatory 80 

per cent floor prices for these six commodities are shown 
in the following table. They were to be effective from 
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Base Price Mandatory 
100% 80% 

Cattle $21.80 cwt. $17.50 (Toronto) 
Hogs (Grade A, dressed 

carcass) STON 23.75 (Toronto) 
Butter (First grade) .60 lb. 48 (Montreal) 
Cheese (First grade 

cheddar) yOu 25 (Ontario) 
Eggs (A Grade Large) ¢52 doz. .42 (Montreal) 
Lamb (Good) 24.45 cwt. 19.55 (Toronto) 


Prices on other markets were to be at appropriate differ- 
entials. Mr. Harkness said that owing to the difficulty 

of securing sufficient statistical data the mandatory 80 
per cent floor prices on wheat, oats and barley not coming 
under the Canadian Wheat Board would not be available until 
following the next meeting of the Advisory Committee to be 
held in the near future. (Department of Agriculture Press 
Release) . 


Potato Payments.— The Minister of Agriculture announced 
that the Agricultural Stabilization Board suspended the 
diversion support program on Canada No. 1 potatoes to 
starch factories, effective April 14, 1958, and inspection 
at starch plants would not be available after that date. 
The announcement stated that improvement in the price 
Situation in recent months had made it unnecessary for 
producers to divert Canada No. 1 potatoes to starch 
factories on account of price levels. (Department of 
Agriculture Press Ré#ease). 


Durum Wheat Quotas.- The delivery quota on durum wheat 

was increased from five bushels to eight bushels per seeded 
acre of durum wheat, subject to a minimum delivery quota 

of 300 bushels. 

Under the mimimum delivery quota, a producer whose delivery 
permit indicated acreage seeded to durum in 1957 of less 
than 38 acres, was allowed to deliver additional durum 
wheat, which, when added to his previous deliveries of 
durum wheat would bring his total deliveries up to 300 
bushels of durum. (Canadian Wheat Board: Inétructions 

to the Trade re quotas, No. 52). 


Wool Deficiency Payment.- Further details on the deficiency 
payment for wool were issued by the Agricultural Stabilization 
Board. Wool producers, to be eligible for deficiency pay- 
ment on their wool, were to see that it was delivered to 

a warehouse or mill where it would be graded according to 
Department of Agriculture standards and a proper record 

of grade and grower’s identity maintained. All the regular 
classes and grades of shorn fleece wool would be eligible 


April 21 


April 29 


May 1 


May 1 
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but no payment would be made on defective wools. Only 
bona fide producers or growers of wool were eligible 

to receive payment. 

The deficiency payment was calculated as the difference 
between the average price for the year, f.o.b. Toronto, 
for Western Range Choice half staple and 40 cents a pound. 
This difference was to be paid to every eligible producer 
regardless of the price he received for his wool. 
(Department of Agriculture press release). 


Tomato Price Stabilization.— The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board was authorized to stabilize the price of tomatoes 
for processing, grown in British Columbia in 1958, through 
an offer to purchase canned tomatoes of Canada Standard 

or higher grade. Purchases were to be made on the basis 
of a price equivalent to $5.70 per case of 24/28 oz. tins 
of Canada Choice canned tomatoes, basis f.o.b. factory 
British Columbia points, with appropriate prices for 

other grades and size of can. It was expected that this 
would provide those processing British Columbia tomatoes 
with sufficient return that the growers may complete 
satisfactory contracts and marketing arrangements with 
processors. (Department of Agriculture Press Release). 


Freight Rates.—- The Prime Minister announced a govern-— 
ment decision to cancel the proposed 3.46 per cent increase 
in railway freight rates. The decision, the first of its 
type in Canada, followed hearings by the cabinet of 
presentations from eight provinces asking that the increase 
be disallowed. The increase was authorized by the Board 

of Transport Commissioners on December 27, 1957 and was to 
come into effect after January 15. The cabinet postponed 
the effective date until May 1 in order to provide time 

for the hearing. An earlier increase in rates of four per cent 
which went into effect January 1, 1957 was also protested 
by the provinces but was allowed by the cabinet. (Montreal 
Gazette, April 30, 1958). 


Grain Delivery Quota.— The supplementary quota of ten 


bushels per acre seeded to Soft White Spring Wheat as 
authorized January 9, 1958,was increased to 15 bushels 
per seeded acre effective May 5, 1958 at the designated 
delivery points of producers holding special permits for 
delivery of this type of wheat. (Canadian Wheat Board: 
Instructions to the Trade re Quotas, No. 58). 


Cheese Price Support.— The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board was granted authority to offer to purchase Canada 
First Grade waxed cheddar cheese made in Quebec at a 
price of 334 cents a pound, basis delivery Montreal and 
that made in Ontario at 34 cents a pound f.o.b. warehouse, 
effective for the 12 months from May 1, 1958. 
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In recent years there had been no direct support under 
Quebec cheese but Ontario cheese had been supported 
through guarantees by the Rederal and Ontario Govern- 
ments. In 1957, the guarantee totaled 33% cents per 
pound. 

The mandatory floor price (80 per cent of the ten-year 
average) was set at 25 cents a pound for Ontario. The 
new guaranteed prices represented approximately 110 
per cent of the ten-year average prices for Quebec 

and Ontario. (P.C. 1958-643, May 1, 1958, and Department 
of Agriculture Press Release). 


May 1 Dry Skimmed Milk Prices.- The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board was authorized, effective May 1, 1958 to offer to 
purchase Canada First Grade dry skimmed milk, spray 
process at 15 cents a pound and roller process at 12 
cents a pound. These prices were approximately 107 per cent 
of the ten-year average and two cents below the support 
price in effect since March 1957. 

In view of the difficult surplus situation which had developed 
in dry skimmed milk, consideration was given to limiting 

the support price to production from plants in existence 

at that time. (P.C. 1958-642, May 1, 1958 and Department 

of Agricultmre Press Release, May 2, 1958). 


May 2 Grain Prices.— The Minister of Trade and Commerce announced 
minimum prices to be paid by the Canadian Wheat Board on 
the basic grades of wheat, oats and barley for the crop 
year commencing on ‘August 1, 1958. 

For wheat the initial payment was $1.40 per bushels, basis 
No. 1 Northemin store Fort William/Port Arthur or Vancouver; 
for oats, initial payment was 60 cents a bushel, basis No. 

2 Canada Western in store Fort William; for barley, 94 

cents per bushel, basis No. 3 C.W. Six-Row Barley in 

store Fort William. These initial prices are the same 

as those in effect for the 1957-58 crop year. (Department 
of Trade and Commerce Press Release). 

May 2 Grain Marketing.- The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
announced that the 1956-57 wheat and barley accounts 
would be closed on May 9, 1958 and a final payment would 
be made to producers shortly thereafter. 

As a result of relatively low prices during the selling 
period, a deficit position in the 1956-57 oats pool 
account was expected. Therefore, no final payment to 
producers was planned. (Department of Trade and Commerce 
Press Release). 


May 2 Egg Price Support.— Effective May 5, 1958, the Agric- 
ultural Stabilization Board was authorized to purchase 
Grade A Large eggs on the basis of 44 cents a dozen packed 
in new wooden cases, delivered at Montreal. Prices at 
the other main storage points would be: Saskatchewan and 
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Alberta, 40 cents; Manitoba, 41 cents; Maritimes and 
Western Ontario, 42 cents; Vancouver, 42 cents; and 
Quebec City and Toronto, 43 cents. (Department of 
Agriculture Press Release). 


Royal Commission on Price Spreads.-— The Royal Commission 
on Price Spreads of Food Products completed public hear- 


ings in the Western and Atlantic Provinces. Forty-six 
briefs were received in Vancouver, Edmonton, Winnipeg, 
Regina, Fredericton, Charlottetown, Halifax and St. 

John’s. The briefs were from representatives of pro- 
vincial and municipal governments, consumers, labor, 
farmers, co-operatives, fishermen, chambers of commerce, 
baking industry and fish packers and exporters. It was 
expected that briefs would be received from food processors 
and merchants at hearings to be held in eastern cities 

in the fall. (Royal Commission ...Press Release). 


Parliament Opens.- The 24th Parliament was opened. In 
the speech from the throne several legislative items 

of agricultural interest were forecast. Proposals were 
to be submitted to Parliament involving a start in 1958 
on the South Saskatchewan Dam and irrigation project. 
Parliament was also to be asked to approve amendments 
to the Prairie Farm Assistance Act and the Canadian 
Farm Loan Act. (House of Commons Debates, pp. 5 and 4). 


Asparagus Price Support.-— The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board had been authorized to pay producers in each of 
the main producing areas of Canada for No. |] asparagus 
produced during 1958 and delivered for processing, the 
difference between the price prescribed and the average 
final price at which No. 1 asparagus for processing is 
contracted or marketed to processing plants, if the 
latter price was below the equivalent of the price pre- 
scribed in the producing area concerned, provided that 
the total payment should not exceed three cents a pound. 
The prescribed price was 18 cents a pound for No. 1 
asparagus of not more than seven inches in length de- 
livered at the processing plant in Ontario and 17 cents 
in British Columbia. This was approximately 84 and 85 
per cent of the base price respectively. This order 
rescinded a previous announcement of April 11, 1958. 
(P.C. 1958-68, Department of Agriculture Press Release, 
May 16, 1958). 


New Brunswick Potato Payments.— In reply to a question 
in the House of Commons, the Minister of Agriculture 


stated that as a result of the present decline in 
potato prices, the starch diversion program had been 
resumed in New Brunswick. Payments for diverting No. 
l potatoes to starch plants had previously been sus- 
pended effective April 14. (House of Commons Debates). 
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May 26 Grain Payments.— The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
announced that the 1956-57 barley pool was closed on 
May 9 and the surplus in the pool for distribution to 
producers was $7,570,415.35. Producers delivered a 
total of 120.6 million bushels of barley to this pool. 
The average final payment would be 4.28 cents a bushel. 
The principal grades of barley delivered were No. 3 
C.W. six row, No. 1 feed and No. 2 feed. The final 
payments to producers on these grades would be 46.011 
cents per bushel, 5.153 cents and 6.830 cents, respectively, 
these payments being prior to deduction of the Prairie 
Farm Assistance Act levy. Distribution of payments was 
expected to be completed by June 12. (House of Commons 
Debates, p.448). 


May 27 Sugar Beet Support Price.— The Agricultural Stabiliz- 
ation Board was authorized to stabilize the price of 


sugar beets produced during 1958 in Alberta, Manitoba, 
Ontario and Quebec. Support would be based on the 
average gross return per pound of sugar, f.o.b. factory. 
The prescribed prices to be used for this purpose were 
9.90 cents per pound in Alberta, 9.38 cents per pound 

in Manitoba and 7.98 cents per pound in Ontario, with 
provision for payments to Quebec producers of an amount 
equal to any payment made to producers in Ontario. 
Contracts between growers and processors would be com- 
pleted in the ordinary way, and the Board was authorized 
to make payments through producers‘ organizations in 
their respective areas if the average return to ; 
growers was less than the price prescribed. In announc- 
ing the support, the Minister of Agriculture stated 

that these prescribed prices were approximately 93 per 
cent of the base price. The support plan varies from 
that provided in the previous year when a price of $13 

a ton on sugar beets of 17 per cent sugar content was 
prescribed. Because of the change in the basis of 
Support, it was not possible to make an exact com- 
parison with the previous year's support price. How- 
ever, for Ontario the new support price#was considered 
to be approximately the same as the previous year's. 

In the West the support price is somewhat higher this 
year, in line with normal differentials in sugar 

prices between East and West. (Department of Agriculture 
Press Release) . 


May 27 Soya Bean Price Support.-— The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board was authorized to support soya beans produced in 
1958 in Ontario, at a prescribed price of $2.10 per 
bushel. Payments were to be made to the producers 
through the Ontario Soya Bean Growers’ Marketing Board 
if the average return to growers was less than the 
prescribed price, which was approximately 90 per cent 
of the base price for this product. (Department of 
Agriculture Press Release). 
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May 27 Grain Delivery Quotas.— The delivery quota on durum wheat 
was increased, effective June 2, 1958, from eight bushels 
to eleven bushels per seeded acre of durum wheat, subject 
to a minimum delivery quota of 400 bushels. 

A producer who seeded less than 38 acres to durum wheat 
in 1957 could now deliver additional durum wheat, which, 
when added to his previous deliveries, would bring his 
total deliveries of durum wheat up to, but not in excess 
of, 400 bushels of durum wheat. The Canadian Wheat Board 
also authorized a supplementary quota of three bushels 
per seeded acre of barley, effective June 2, 1958 at all 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan delivery points. The quota 
was to be filled only with barley grading No. 1 feed 
or lower and was subject to a minimum delivery quota of 
150 bushels. (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the 
: Trade re Quotas, No. 62 and 63). 


May 27 Grain Car Demurrage Charges.- The board of grain commissioners 
issued an order under which loaded grain cars would be 
limited to ten days’ free time on railway sidings at 
western terminal elevators. After that time demurrage was 
to be charged. The western grain interests were granted 
leave to appeal to the Supreme Court against this order 
on June 27. The board had suspended its order pending the 
Supreme Court's decision. (The Modern Farmer, July 24, 1958). 


May 28 Marshland Rehabilitation.— The Minister of Agriculture 
announced that a Federal Government contract in excess 
of half a million dollars was awarded for the construction - 
of a dam on the Tantramar river near Sackville, N.B. The 
dam would eliminate the necessity of rebuilding many miles 
of dike and dozens of small aboiteaux along the Tantramar 
river above the large dam site, and will primarily prevent 
tidal flooding of some 18,000 acres of potentially valuable 
marshland. 
Under the terms of the Maritime Marshland Rehabilitation 
Act, the Federal Government agreed to pay the entire cost 
of the structure required to protect the marshland from 
tidal flooding. Several other similar protective projects 
have also been undertaken according to agreements between 
the Federal Government and the individual province con- 
cerned. Since the inception of the program in 1949, the cost 
to the Federal Government for marshland protection and re- 
clamation has exceeded $15 million. (Department of 
Agriculture Press Release). 


May 29 Dairy Products Import Control.- The Import Control List 
was amended to delete the item "butter oil and any other 
form of butterfat containing 55 per cent or more of 
butterfat" and to substitute instead “any form of butterfat 
either alone or in combination with other substances but 
excluding concentrated milk products, cheese and any com- 
bination in which the presence of other substances renders 
the combination unsuitable for use as a butterfat ingredient”. 
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Import controls were also to be continued for dry skimmed 
milk and cheddar cheese. The import controls on the above 
dairy products were to be effective from June 1, 1958 

to May 31, 1959. (P.C. 19588745) . 


Dry Skimmed Milk Disposal.- The Agricultural Products 

Board was authorized to dispose of 2,235,432 pounds of dry 
skimmed milk acquired under contract in April 1957 with 

the New Zealand Dairy Products Marketing Commission, As 

a result of the plentiful supply position in Canada, the 

Board had not been able to sell this product on the domestic 
market and it was more than 12 months old. The Board was 
therefore authorized to sell this dry skimmed milk for 13 cents 
a pound f.o.b. storage when sold for commercial purposes 

(a loss of about one cent a pound) and at seven cents a 

pound f.a.s. seaboard when provided to international relief 
agencies with provision in the latter sales for sreimbursement 
to the Board by the Department of External Affairs. 
KPy@2.519562 752)" 


Grain Delivery Quotas.— In order to place additional stocks 
of rye in a marketable position, the supplementary quota 


of ten bushels per acre seeded to rye, previously authorized 
on January 9, 1958, was increased to 15 bushels per acre 
effective June 9, 1958. 

Producers whose indicated rye acreage was less than 30 » 
acres could now deliver 450 bushels instead of the previously 
authorized 300 bushels. Where no acreage seeded to rye was 
indicated in the current year's delivery permit book, the 
producer could deliver the above minimum quota provided 

the rye was produced by him in previous years on land 
covered by such permit. (Canadian Wheat Board, Instructions 
to the Trade re Quotas, No. 64). 


Maple Syrup Marketing.— The Minister of Agriculture was 
granted authority under the Agricultural Products Co- 
Operative Marketing Act to enter into an agreement with 
Les Producteurs de Sucre d'Erable de Quebec, of Levis, 
P.Q. for the marketing of «maple syrup produced in 1958 
in the province to be sold as maple syrup, maple sugar, 
maple butter or maple taffy. (P.C. 1958-810). 


Grain Payments.-— Final accounting was announced for 
the 1956-57 wheat account which was closed on May 9. 
The surplus available for distribution to producers was 
$25,083,697.42. Producers delivered 361.4 million 
bushels to the pool; the average final payment is there- 
fore 6.941 cents bushels, 

Final payment on No. 1 Northern wheat was 8.650 cents a 
bushel, on No. 2 Northern 8.704 cents, No. 3 Northern 
9.818 cents and No. 4 Northern 2.752 cents. The lower 
payment on No. 4 Noethern reflected the very heavy 
deliveries of this grade to the 1954-57 pool. 
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Payments on Durum wheat ranged from 18.456 cents a bushel 
for No. 4 Amber Durum to 26.841 cents for Extra No. 4 Amber 
Durum. (Department of Trade and Commerce Press Release). 


Canada Agricultural Products Standards Act.- The Canada 
Agricultural Products Standards Act, passed in 1955, 


entered into force. This legislation brought under one 
act the regulations governing standards for agricultural 
products which had previously existed under the Canada 
Dairy Products Act, the Fruit, Vegetables and Honey Act, 
the Livestock and Livestock Products Act, the Meat and 
Canned Foods Act, and the Maple Products Industry Act. 
Owing to the difficulty of preparing all the regulations 
needed under the act, the act had not been proclaimed 
until now. Tobacco was also recently included under 

the Act. (P.C. 1958-817 and House of Commons Debates, 
June 4, 1958, pp.843-49). 


Fowl Import Restrictions.— The Minister of Agriculture 
announced the removal of import restrictions on fowl, 
which had been in effect since last July 17. Import 
restrictions were imposed and price support for fowl 

was provided in 1957 to protect the poultry industry 
against falling prices resulting from heavy imports and 
heavy Canadian slaughterings. Lower Canadian marketings 
and a closer price relationship between Canadian and . 
United States markets had removed the necessity for con- 
tinuation of these measures. (P.C. 1958-778, May 30, 
1958 and Department of Agriculture Press Release). 


Budget.— The Minister of Finance brought down his 
Budget. In reviewing the past year he stated that 
despite the much lower grain crop in the west, farm 
cash income supported by substantial liquidation of 
inventories delined only slightly in 1957. Returns 
from livestock and dairy products were substantially 
higher. In regard to exports, he said wheat sales, 
although lower for the year as a whole, began to 

pick up in the last quarter and since December had 
forged ahead on a year-to-year comparison. Beef 
cattle exports too, had been substantially higher. 

The Minister mentioned that United States agricultural 
policies continued to be severely damaging to Canadian 
interests, particularly direct restrictions on imports 
and massive disposals of wheat and other grains on 
subsidized terms. Canada has made it clear to the 
U.S. authorities that measures which add to our 
difficulties in selling in the U.S. market or in 

third countries cannot but impair our ability and 
willingness to import from them. He said that we 
intend to press for wider access to the U.S. market 

and oppose any threat to impose greater obstacles 
against Canadian exports to that market. 
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The Canadian Government is maintaining a close watch on 
developments in Europe relating to the Common Market and 
the Free Trade Area. The Minister stated that for 
agricultural commodities such as wheat and coarse grains, 
European markets were of paramount importance. We have 
received assurances from the United Kingdom with regard 
to the Free Trade Area that our interests in the U.K. 
market would be fully safeguarded. With regard to other 
trade matters, the Minister said that action would be 
taken to further protect Canadian products against 
dumping. The Customs Act would be amended to add a 
provision to section 35 along the lines of the legislation 
in effect prior to 1948, requiring that, where appropriate, 
the value for duty of imported goods should be not less 
than the cost of production plus a reasonable advance 
for selling cost and profit. He also mentioned 

that negotiations on changes in the fruit and vegetable 
tariff schedule had been initiated with the United 
States but it was not possible yet to forecast when 

the tariff amendments would be introduced. In the 
meantime serious emergencies relating to fruit and 
vegetable imports would be dealt with under Section 

38 of the Customs Act. 

Most goods used exclusively or almost exclusively by 
farmers were already exempt from the ten per cent sales 
tax. The Minister stated that the exemption would be 
extended to stock conditioners and feed supplements 

for poultry and livestock, sugar beet handling equipment 
of a kind covered by item 417 of the Customs Tariff, 
rodent po&sons, tree guards for fruit trees, cut 
flowers, and all materials used in the manufacture 

of grain and seed cleaning machines. (House of 

Commons Debates, p.1230). 


June 17 Prairie Grain Advance Payments Act.- In reply to a 
question in the House, the Minister of Trade and 


Commerce stated that payments to producers under the 
Prairie Grain Advance Payments Act from the end of 
November 1957 through May 1958 were as folléws: 
Manitoba $7.1 million with $4.1 million refunded; 
Saskatchewan $21.8 million with $13 million refundéd; 
and Alberta $4.2 million with $4.4 million refunded. 
The average advance in each province was $407 in 
Manitoba, $759 in Saskatchewan and $434 in Alberta. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.1282). 


June 1% Grain Import Control.— The Canadian Wheat Board re- 
moved a number of wheat, oats and barley products from 
import permit requirements. Permits continued to be 
required for import of wheat, wheat flour and wheat 
Starch; oats, ground oats, crimped oats, crushed oats, 
rolled oats, and oat meal; barley, ground barley, 
crimped barley, barley meal and barley flour. 
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Permits were no longer needed for import of such grain 
products as cake mixes and batter mixes, tinned or 
cartoned; manufactured cakes; breakfast foods; cereals; 
macaroni; vermicelli; noodles; animal and poultry feeds; 
and wheat malt. (Department of National Revenue 
Memorandum D55-25) . 


June 18 Grain Delivery Quotas.- The supplementary quota on rye 
of 15 bushels per seeded acre with a minimum delivery 


quota of 450 bushels announced on June 5, 1958, was 
cancelled on July 15, 1958. On and after that date 
further deliveries of rye must be made within the 

producer's specified acreage quota. (Canadian Wheat 
Board, Instructions to the Trade re quotas, No. 71). 


June 19 Agricultural Products Marketing Act.- The Ontario 
Wheat Producers Marketing Board was granted an ex-— 


tension of powers under the Agricultural Products 
Marketing Act to permit the regulation of the marketing 
of Ontario wheat in interprovincial and export trade 
Similar to the regulation exercised within the province, 
The Board is specifically authorized to collect a levy 
from persons engaged in the production or marketing 

of wheat. The amount of the levy is not to exceed nine 
cents per bushel of wheat marketed and may be used for 
such purposes as creation of reserves, payment of ex- 
penses and losses or equalization of returns to 
producers. (P.C. 1958-847). 


June 20 Grain Price Support.-— The Minister of Agriculture 
announced the support prices for Ontario wheat, oats 
and barley under the Agricultural Stabilization Act. 
For the 12 month period beginning July 1, 1958 the prices 
were to be as follows: Ontario wheat, $1.42 a bushel 
on track for No. 2 C.E. or better quality; Ontario 
oats, 58 cents a bushel on track for No. 2 C.E. or 
better quality; Ontario barley, 83 cents a bushel on 
track for No. 2 C.E. or better quality. These prices 
were 80 per cent of the average prices of the last 
ten years for these grains. 

For other provinces outside the designated Canadian 
wheat board areas, where any of these grains are 
grown in commercial quantities, the support prices 
were to be established in appropriate relationship 
to the Ontario prices. (House of Commons Debates, 
p2l459)i; 


June 25 Colombo Plan.-~ In reply to a question relating to the 
amount of wheat disposed of by the Canadian Wheat Board 
in the fiscal year ending March 31, 1958 through long- 
term credit or gifts, the Minister of Trade and Commerce 
gave the following figures: 
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Grants under regular Canadian Colombo Plan 


PIOGTAaM, mis) sos ataundee million bu. 
Grants to Colombo Plan countries (over and 
above regular program) ....... . 3.0 4 i 
Ten-year loan to India... sl genre? orth laed " " 
Gift of flour to UNWRA (in hist 
equisalemtyiiih we ia" PROS) K" és 


Sale on three-year credit arrangements 
(repayment guaranteed by Canadian 
Government) ... oh etmek Ether Lo mle 
(House of Commons Debates) . 
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Crop Spraying.— A new order was issued under the 
Aeronautics Act governing crop spraying by private 
aircraft. Qualifications required of the pilot of 

the farmer's aircraft, the manner of installation of 
the spraying equipment, and the area within which spray- 
ing may be conducted in relation to air traffic control 
zones were outlined. (Canada Gazette, Part II). 


Agricultural Products Standards Act.- The Canada 
Agricultural Products Standards Act was amended to 


include leaf tobacco as an agricultural product under 
the Act. In explaining this amendment the Minister 
of Agriculture stated that its purpose was to extend 
the Act to leaf tobacco so that federal grades might 
be established for interprovincial and export 
transactions. (House of Commons Debates, p.843 and 
p.1669). 


Raspberry Price Support.— The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board was authorized to purchase raspberries grown in 
British Columbia and delivered for processing into SOo9 

or frozen form at 14.5 cents and 15 cents per pound 
respectively, f.o.b. factory. These prices were 
approximately 102 per cent of the base price for S09 
raspberries and 91 per cent for the frozen form. 


‘It was not intended that the Board should take owner- 


ship of the product until late 1958 or early 1959. 

An additional allowance would therefore be made for 
Storage costs up to two cents a pound for the first 

six months and on a pro rata basis thereafter. 

During the discussion in the House relating to the 
price support the Minister of Agriculture stated that 
the offer to the processors to purchase SO9 and frozen 
berries at 14.5 cents and 15 cents a pound respectively 
if needed, was designed to ensure that growers received 
a minimum of nine cents a pound and was conditional on 
that minimum being paid. (P.C. 1958-880 and House of 
Commons Debates, p.1640). 
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June 26 Wool Grading Regulations.— New regulations under the 
Canada Agricultural Products Standards Act covering 
the grading of Canadian unwashed fleece wool came into 
effect. They replace the previous regulations made in 
October 1949 under the Livestock and Livestock Products Act. 
The wool grades remained essentially the same under the 
new regulations. The jurisdiction of provincial authorities 
over wook movements within a province was made clearer and 
the regulations as a whole were shortened. (P.C. 1958-881). 


July 2 South Saskatchewan Dam Agreement.- In reply to a question 
in the House, the Prime Minister stated that a draft 


agreement for financing the South Saskatchewan River Dam 
project had been forwarded to the Saskatchewan Government 
for consideration. 

The dominion government offered to pay 75 per cent of the 
cost of construction, If the total cost exceeds $100 
million, the federal government will pay the excess. One 
half of Saskatchewan's 25 per cent share may be financed 
by the federal government accepting 20-year obligations 
of the province. The federal government has agreed to 
pay 25 per cent of the cost of penstocks to provide a 
minimum of 200,000 horsepower of electrical energy, to 
transfer ownership to the province when the dam is 
sufficiently completed to provide this level of output, 
and to assume the entire cost of engine@ring and legal 
services and supervision. 

The Government of Canada will correct all defects develop- 
ing in the first ten years, will maintain the dam for 

the first six years and share maintenance costs equally 
with the province for the final four years. (House of 
Commons Debates, p.1829). 


July 3 Feed Grain Reserves.— In regard to the drought in wide 
areas of Manitoba and Saskatchewan, the Minister of 
Trade and Commerce stated that it was apparent that 
great loss has been sustained, There were however sub- 
stantial reserves offeed grains on farms in all. three 
western provinces. In addition, there were over 50 
million bushels of oats and barley in country elevators. 
Part of these stocks could be mobilized to meet acute 
feed and seed problems as they rise. 

The Wheat Board was prepared to hold in country elevators 
such supplies of wheat, oats and barley as the provincial 
and municipal authorities thought advisable. The latter 
authorities would arrange for the retention of the needed 
stocks and would provide that the necessary carrying 
charges were taken care of. (House of Commons Debates, 


p.1855)., 
July 3 Potato Price Supports.— The Agricultural Stabilization 


Board was authorized to make a payment of 45 cents per 
75 pounds of Canada No. 1 grade potatoes grown in Prince 
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Edward Island in 1957 and offered to the Stabilization 
Board in farm storages. Payment would be made through 
the Prince Edward Island Potato Marketing Board. Total 
payments on the potatoes still on farms was not to ex- 
ceed $105,000. (P.C. 1958-924). 


Seed Regulations.- With increased production of hybrid 
seed corn, the seeds regulations were amended to legalize 
a new procedure for its certification. Until July 7, 
1958, Canada Department of Agriculture inspectors were 
entirely responsible for establishing the grades of 
hybrid seed corn and affixing the tag certificates 

to the containers, Under the amended regulations these 
inspectors would still undertake field inspection and 
varietal identification for the grower, but would now 
issue the certification tags to him or to the processor 
or seller, who would be responsible for attaching them 
to containers of properly identified seed. (Department 
of Agriculture Ministerial Order). 


Grain Delivery Quotas.— The Canadian Wheat Board announced 
the removal of the delivery quota on all grades of Soft 
White Spring Wheat effective July 7. Producers could 
deliver such wheat to elevators at their regular shipping 
point regardless of the delivery quota in effect for other 
types of wheat. (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to 

the {rade re Quotas, No. 79). 


Grain Delivery Quotas.—~ The Canadian Wheat Board announced 
that after July 15 no further applications for permission 
to deliver during the crop year ending July 31, 1958, a 
carlot of malting or pearling barley in excess of the 
established quota would be considered. Sufficient over- 
quota delivery permits were issued to cover market 
requirements for the balance of the season. Unused 

permits expired July 31, 1958. (Canadian Wheat Board: 
Instructions to the Trade re Quotas, No. 80). 


Farm Improvement Loans Act.- The change in these re- 
gulations was intended to make loans more readily avail- 


able to farmers by eliminating the double security (farm 
implemeats or farm electric system, and farm land) formerly 
required to obtain a loan in excess of $2,000. From July 
10, 1958 farm land only would need to be offered as 
security for these larger loans obtained to improve farm 
buildings or develop farm property through installation 

of diking, fencing or other improvements. (P.C. 1958-961). 


Grain Delivery Quotas.— The Minister of Trade and Commerce, 
in reply to a question on the progress being made towards 
equalizing grain delivery quotas on the prairies, stated 
that of the 2,070 delivery points in the western provinces, 
90 per cent were now on a six bushel quota. Only 71 points 
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remained on a five bushel quota. It appeared likely that 
all producers would have an opportunity to deliver an 
equal quota by the end of the crop year, though it was 
not known whether quotas would be raised beyond the six 
bushel level. Later, on July 16, the Minister announced 
that 659 points were on a seven bushel quota. (House 

of Commons Debates, p.2147 and p.2312). 


July 17 Beef Grading.— New regulations, effective under the 
Canada Agricultural Products Standards Act, revoked and 
replaced those previously in effect under the Live Stock 

and Live Stock Products Act. The new regulations included 

the addition of the word “Canada” as the prefix to each 
grade name and the incorporation into the regulations of 
the new “Canada Standard Grade“ for beef carcasses. A 
few other minor changes in wording made the regulations 
consistent with those for other classes of livestock. 

Otherwise they were the same as those previously in 
effect. (P.C. 1958-991). 


July 19 Wheat Board Operations.-— Parliament voted a payment of 
$2,145,000 to the Canadian Wheat Board to offset its 
losses on operations under the act in regards to oats 
during the crop year August 1, 1954 to July 31, 1957. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.2472). 


July 23 Fruit, Vegetables and Honey Act.-— The Regulations under 
this Act were amended in relation to certain marking 


and minimum grade requirements for imported fresh fruits 

and vegetables, in order to make these standards consistent 
with those for domestic produce. For graded products . 
designated in Section 48 of the regulations a new #require- 
ment was that each imported package must be clearly marked to 
show the name and address of the packer, shipper or vendor; 
country of origin, the net weight if in bags, and the variety 
in the case of apples and pears. The color requirements for 
red and red-striped varieties of apples, whether domestic 

or imported, were also slightly changed. 

Two other changes applied to vegetables. Imports of U.S. 
No. 3 grade tomatoes were no longer permitted. Such im- 
ports must grade at least U.S. No. 2, the same minimum 

as applied to sales of Canadian tomatoes, Minimum 

diameter of beets (1 1/4 in.), carrots(3/4in.), onions 

other than U.S¢ No. 1 picklers (1 in.), and parsnips 

(1 1/4 in.), imported were brought into line with size 
requirements for the domestic product. (Ministerial Order). 


July 23 Unemployment Insurance.- The Minister of Labor told the 
Commons Industrial Relations Committee that the extension 
of umemployment insurance benefits to certain segments 
of farm workers was under study by the Unemployment 
Insurance Commission. He said that farmers were finding 
it difficult to get help in the growing season because 
men who accepted farm jobs for several months of the year 
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were unable to collect unemployment insurance in the winter. 
These men were taking jobs that were insurable. Consid- 
eration was therefore being given to bringing various 
classes of farm workers under the act one at a time. 

(Globe and Mail, July 24). 


July 23 Flour Exports.— The adjustment between wheat for export 
and flour for export to countries that import mainly 
flour, begun March 1, 1957, will continue throughout the 
1958-59 crop year. This rebate applies to wheat produced 
in western Canada and milled for export to markets other 
than the United States and possessions, the United Kingdom 
and other European countries. The amount of the rebate 
is announced each market day to be effective the following 
day. On July 30, 1958 the rebates were eight cents per 
bushel on flour shipped through Churchill or St. Lawrence 
ports, 84 cents on shipments from Atlantic ports and ten 
cents on Pacific port shipments. (Canadian Wheat Board: 
Instructions to the Trade, Mills No. 2). 


July 23 Apricot Price Support.- The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board was authorized to support the price of apricots 
grown in 1958 and marketed through the British Columbia 
Fruit Board, at $746 per ton average return to the grower 
for all grades and varieties. If producer returns for 
the season average less than this prescribed price, the 
Stabilization Board would make up the difference. 

(P.C. 1958-1028) . 


July 23 Animal Contagious Diseases Act.— The Act was amended 
to permit compensation at market value for cattle 


ordered slaughtered to control spasmodic outbreaks of 
serious diseases such as foot-and-mouth, which do not 
normally exist in Canada; and to raise the statutory 
maximum compensation rates for cattle ordered slaughtered 
under area or herd programs for the eradication of 

diseases established in Canada. The impact of this 
amendment would be reflected in compensation paid under 

the restricted area plans for eradication of bovine, 
tuberculosis (introduced in 1922)and of brucellosis 

(Bang's disease), introduced in 1957. Maximum compensation 
for cattle would be raised to $140 (from $100) for purebreds 
and to $70 (from $40) for grade animals. If the extent 

of the infection makes sale of the carcass unlawful, the 
owner is to be eligible for additional compensation 
amounting to the value the carcass would have had if 

it had not been condemned. These new rates applied 

from April 1, 1958 when brucellosis testing became 

active. (House of Commons Debates, July 22, pp.2539-40 

and July 23, pp.2593-8) . 
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South Saskatchewan Dam Agreement.— The Minister of 


Agriculture signed an agreement with the Province of 
Saskatchewan authorizing federal participation in 

this project. The Saskatchewan Government had already 
Signed the agreement. The main objective of the pro- 
ject is, through its large-scale water conservation 
and irrigation potentialities, to provide stability 
for agriculture in about 500,000 acres of the drought- 
prone area of central Saskatchewan and in the Qu‘Appelle 
Valley. The main dam, near Outlook, about 65 miles 
soubhwest of Saskatoon, and a smaller one in the 
Qu'Appelle River Valley, will create an eight-million- 
acre-feet-capacity reservoir for development of 
hydro-electric power, ensure adequate water supplies 
to cities such as Regina, control flooding along the 
river and provide recreational facilities. It is 
expected to take six to ten years to complete the 
project, depending on annual flood conditions of the 
river. During the first year after completing of 

the dam, at least 50,000 acres of land must be 
irrigated. (House of Commons Debates, July 25, 1958, 
ppi 2605-43. P.Cw 1958-1030.) Jul yi23, 1958). 


Grain Delivery Quotas.— All delivery quotas for the 
1957-58 crop season expired July 31, 1958. From 


August 1, 1958 acreage seeded to Durum wheat was for 
quota purposes, considered part of the producer's 
specified acreage, deliverable only on the unit quota 
or chargeable to the producer's specified acreage 

quota as authorized by the Board from time to time. 

The delivery quota for flaxseed became five bushels 

per seeded acre from August 1, Excess delivery quotas 
for malting, pot and pearling barley were to again 
receive consideration. 

For wheat (including Durum), oats, barley and rye the 
initial delivery quota was set at 100 units, regardless 
of the acreage shown in 1958 permit books. Each unit 
is the equivalent of three bushels of wheat or eight 
bushels of oats or five bushels of barley or five 
bushels of rye. A permit holder was thus entitled to 
deliver a maximum of 300 bushels of wheat or 800 bushels 
of oats .r 500 bushels of barley or 500 bushels of rye, 
or any combination of these grains, which, when calculated 
on the unit basis, did not exceed 100 units. 

Following the initial quota the Board again established 
general delivery quotas at individual stations, on the 
basis of bushels per “specified" acre. The “specified” 
acreage comprised the total of each permit holder's 
acreage seeded to wheat (including Durum), oats, 
barley, and rye, and summerfallowed, and the eligible 
acreage seeded to cultivated grasses and forage crops. 
(Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade re 
Quotas (General) No. 1 and No. 2). 
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Processed Fruit and Vegetable Requlations.— An amendment 
to these regulations established under the Meat and 


Canned Foods Act made changes in the schedule to allow 

the use of glucose as a sweetening agent in processed 

food products. It specified labelling requirements 

for food products packed in syrup, minimum syrup strengths 
and maximum weight of glucose solids in canned and frozen 
fruits... <P.C. 1700-1000) . 


Tobacco Marketing Board.- The Ontario Flue-Cured Tobacco 
Growers‘ Marketing Board was granted an extension of 
powers in interprovincial and export trade, under the 
Agricultural Products Marketing Act. (P.C. 1958-1032). 


Federal Assistance on Movement of Fodder and Livestock.- 
Half the cost of provincial freight assistance to farmers 
and ranchers for moving fodder, haying equipment and 
livestock from July 1, 1958 would be paid by the federal 
government. This aid would apply in the drought-stricken 
areas of Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Both main railways 
agreed to reduce by one-third the existing rates on hay 

and straw moved into drought areas and on livestock moved 
out from August 1, 1958 until April 1, 1959. The maximum 
reduction allowed was to be $10 a ton. The provinces sought 
a Similar reduction from trucking firms. 

It was expected that this assistance would help prevent 
heavy liquidation of breeding stock in drought areas 

with resultant losses to owners and some general depression 
in livestock market prices. (House of Commons Debates, 

pp. 260122"and PlG2'"1958-1053) - 


Flour for Ceylon.— The Minister of External Affairs 
announced that following a request from the Government 
of Ceylon for aid in an economic development program, 
Canada decided to provide a loan of $2 million to finance 
the purchase of 25,000 tons of flour and to make an out- 
right grant of «5,000 tons of flour valued at $400,000. 
The first 10,000 tons of flour would be shipped before 
the end of December and the remainder would be shipped 
in the first quarter of 1959. 

The loan was part of a $35 million credit for Colombo 
Plan countries announced in January, 1958. A loan of 
$25 million was previously made to India. The flaur 
grant was additional to any contributions previously 
announced. (House of Commons Debates, p.2886). 


Regulations Respecting the Grading of Lamb and Mutton 
Carcasses.-— Effective July 31, 1958, the regulations 


respecting the grading of lamb and mutton carcasses 
were established under the Canada Agricultural Products 
Standards Act to replace similar regulations under the 
Live Stock and Live Stock Products Act. A new require- 
ment was the addition of "Canada" as the prefix to each 
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grade name. Except for a few minor changes in wording to 
make the regulations consistent with those for other 
classes of livestock, the new regulations are the same 
as those previously in effect. (P.C. 1958-1058). 


Prairie Grain Advance Payments Act.- Royal Assent: was 


given to a bill to amend this Act. A farmer who delivers 
malting barley became eligible to draw an advance on his 
farm-stored wheat. Deliveries of malting barley and of 
grain exchanged for seed grain are exempt from deductions 
in repayment of an advance. The third major amendment 
authorized the consolidation of cash advances from one 
crop year to the next. This would permit a producer 

who had been unable to repay fully his cash advance 
because of a small delivery quota or other circumstances 
beyond his control, to obtain a further cash advance on 
his new crop year. The two advances would then be con- 
solidated and recorded in his permit book. Repayment 
would be made as the delivery quotas were raised. During 
the eight months in which the act had been in operation, 
50,411 producers secured advances totalling $35.2 
million, Of this amount, $7.1 million was paid in 
Manitoba, $21.8 million in Saskatchewan and $4.3 

million in Alberta. By July 18, about 93 per cent of 
the amount advanced had been refunded. With all delivery 
points in the western provinces on a Six-or seven—bushel 
delivery quota by July 22, it was expected that by the 
end of July practically all advances would be repaid. 
(House of Commons Debates, July 16, 1958, pp.23%1-2; 
July 22, pp.2525-30; August 7, p.3200) 


Prairie Farm Assistance Act.-— Royal Assent was given 

to a bill to amend the Prairie Farm Assistance Act. A 
number of changes were made to remove certain limitations 
and some inequities in the method of making payment under 
the act from August 1, 1958. This would enable more 
farmers to qualify for the awards. The six-section block 
limitation would be removed, in order to make eligible 
for payment any number of low-yield sections forming a 
block contiguous to an eligible area, and to exclude 

from payment high yield areas in eligible (low-yield) 
townships. By exclusion of all sections with a yiédéd 

of more than 12 bushels per acre from payment, and from 
consideration in computing the category of award (based 
on average yield), the payment would be more commensurate 
with the yield in the eligible area. The minimum size 

an area must have to qualify for award was reduced to 

12 sections (one-third of a township) from 18 sections. 
The definition of “farmer” was broadened to apply to 
“anyone who operates a farm" except a corporation. This 
would extend the terms of the act to farmers with other 
sources of income and family groups operating the farm 

as family corporations, and to Indians on reservations. 
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Grown lands sold orgranted to farmers after 1940 also 
became eligible for award. 

Where less than ten per cent of the cultivated area in 

a township was sown to wheat, by regulation under the 

act the predominating crop of any other grain may be 

used as the index in determining what the eligibility 

for award will be. Flax and rapeseed became subject 

to the one per cent levy deducted at the ¢levators, 

as growers of these grains had been eligible for benefits 
under the act without contributing to the prairie farm 
emergency fund.A floodedarea no longer needs to com- 
prise at least six sections of land to qualify for 

award. Payment may be extended to any area containing. 
six or moree@dfoFning sectiow of land when at least one- 
third of the total cultivated area is flooded. 

Awards would be made in one payment, in December, instead 
of in two instalments. New regulations were to be issued 
later in accordance with the amended legislation. It 

was eStimated that implementation of the amendments would 
increase total payments under the act by about 20 per 
cent. (House of Commons Debates, July 22, 1958, pp. 2530-9; 
July 23, pp.2586-93; August 7, p.3200). 


August 7 Canadian Farm Loan Act.—- A bill to amend the Canadian 
Farm Loan Act to increase the capital of the Canadian 
Farm Loan Board from $4 million to $4 million, received 
Reyal Assent, 

In introducing the bill the Minister of Finance stated 
that the Act provided that the Farm Loan Board may lend 
to farmers an amount up to 20 times the value of its 
capital stock, which then permitted loans totalling 

$80 million. During the fiscal year loan applications 

and disbursements were particularly heavy and money 
available for loans would shortly be exhausted. The 
increase of $2 million in the capital stock would in- 
crease the lending capacity of the Board from $80 million 
to $120 million. (House of Commons Debates, July 16, 1958, 
pp. 2296-2307; August 7, 1958, p.3200). 


August 7 Hatchery Regulations.—- Regulations under the Live Stock 
and Live Stock Products Act revoked and replaced those 
established November 28, 1952 as amended. They made no 
changes in hatchery operation procedures but clarified 
some definitions such as "flocks" and "R.0.P." chickens; 
they required a new form for reporting statistical data, 
and provided for some changes in poultry-house building 
requirements. (P.C, 1958-1091). 


August 8 Apple Support Prices.-— The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board was authorized, to pay British Columbia growers 


who marketed their/crop of apples under the regulations 
of the British Columbia Fruit Board, a deficiency payment 
of 12 cents per box for all apples except culls. When 


at 


this amount was added to the 87 cents per box average 
already received it would stabilize grower returns at 
99 cents per box of apples. Total payment was expected 
to cost about $768,000 and would be paid to the B.C. 
Fruit Growers' Association for distribution to growers. 
The Minister of Agriculture estimated that about 3,500 
growers would benefit. A grower with a ten acre orchard 
yielding 500 boxes per acre would receive about $600. 
(P.C. 1958-1124, August 8, 1958 and Department of 
Agriculture Press Release, ‘August 11, 1958). 


August 11 Peach Marketing.— A new order authorized the Ontario 
Peach Growers Marketing Board to collect an amount 
not exceeding $2.00 per ton from those who produced or 
marketed peaches for processing on and after August ll, 
1958. The returns from this levy were to be used for 
Board purposes, including the creation of reserves, the 
payment of losses resulting from the sale or disposal 
of the product, and the equalization of sales returns 
during a period determined by the Board. (P.C. 1958- 


1126). 
August 12 Honey Price Support.- Farmers in the four main honey- 


producing areas of Canada were assured an average 
minimum return of 12 cents per pound for White No. 1 
grade honey for the 1958 production and marketing 
period. The Agricultural Stabilization Board proposed 
to pay 4% cent per pound for each 4 cent by which the 
average price per pound of honey grading White No. 1 
or better, delivered to registered packers for resale 
throughout Canada, fell below 12 cents per pound. This 
average price would be based on the pool return for 
the four co-operatives, one in each of the provinces 
of Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. 

(CP. Cco1958-1134)« 


August 13 Grain Delivery Quotas.- Producers whose delivery permits 
indicate a seeded acreage to flax of less than 40 acres 
were allowed to deliver enough more flaxseed to bring 
their total deliveries from the 1958 crop up to 200 
bushels. The new ruling would enable them to deliver 
the same quantity as could producers with 40 acres, 
under the five-bushel-per-seeded-acre quota. The 
new 200-bushel minimum delivery quota also applied 
to producers whose 1958-59 crop delivery permits did 
not indicate any acreage seeded to flaxseed but who 
still held 1957-crop flaxseed which was grown on land 
recorded in their 1958-59 permit book. (The Canadian 
Wheat Board Instructions to the Trade re Quotas (General), 
No. 3). 


August 14 Pest Control Products Act.— An amendment to the regulations 
under the Act added a new provision to exempt from registration 
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under the Pest Control Products Act any product which is 
both a pesticide and fertilizer and which was exempt from 
registration under the Fertilizers Act. (Ministerial Order), 


August 15 Apples to U.K.— With the limited re-opening of the United 
Kingdom market for Canadian apples and the development 
of strong international competition for a share of that 
market, the desirability of shipping only the better grades 
was stressed. To ensure that only the better grades of 
apples are shipped, authority under the Fruit, Vegetables 
and Honey Regulations was invoked to limit shipments of 
1958 crop apples to the United Kingdom to “Canada Extra 
Fancy" or “Canada Fancy" grades for all varieties except 
Golden Russet and Yellow Newtown which might still be 
Shipped at the minimum Canada “C" grade. Certification 
of Canada "C" grade on all otherwarieties to United 
Kingdom destinations was withheld until further notice. 
(Department of Agriculture Notice to the Trade). 


August 19 Grain Delivery Quota.— Any producer may deliver up to © 
50 bushels of wheat during a crop year for gristing pur- 


poses without having it charged against his delivery quota. 
However, in each gristing transaction the quantity de- 
livered must include the cost of gristing and be limited 
to what the producer requires for his own family’s con- 
sumption. (Canadian Wheat Board; Instructions to the 

Trade re Quotas (General) No. 5). 


August 21 Seed Wheat Exports.— The Canadian Wheat Board would 
authorize the export of Registered and/ or Certified 
seed wheat during the 1958-59 crop year only under in- 
dividual export permits. These permits would be made 
available for seed wheat exported to a country which 
had normally been a regular purchaser, if the wheat 
was for use within that country and not for «re-export. 
Permits for exports to other than normal markets 
would be issued only if there was satisfactory evidence 
that the seed wheat was to be imported for seeding pur- 
poses, and would neither be reeexported nor used for 
human consumption. All shipments of such seed wheat 
exported under permit were required to be in sacks, 
sealed in accordance with the requirements of the 
Canada Department of Agriculture. (Canadian Wheat Board; 
Instructions to the Trade, Shippers and Exporters, No. 
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August 26 Custom Grinding of Grain for Feed.- During the 1958-59 


crop year, the Canadian Wheat Board will not apply any 
restriction to the quantity of grain delivered by pro- 
ducers or feeders to mills within the province in 
which their land is located, for grinding or otherwise 
processing and return to them. Producers may also 
deliver to such mills between August 1 and October 31, 
1958, up to 25,000 pounds of wheat or oats or barley 
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or any combination of these grains, to be exchanged 

for prepared feeds. Quantities authorized for delivery 
in the second, third and fourth quarters of the crop 
year will be announced by the Board before the beginning 
of each period. Applications from producers requiring 
feed containing more than the 25,000 pounds of these 
grains, or from feeders who have no delivery permit 
books, will receive consideration. (Canadian Wheat 
Board; Instructions to the Trade No. 10). 


Livestock and Livestock Products Act.— The 1954 


amendment to the Livestock and Livestock Products Act 
which received Royal Assent on June 12, 19546, was pro- 
claimed to come into force on September 1, 1958. The 
amendment provided: that all references to chicks 
would also apply to hatching eggs (Part III - poultry 
production); and for the voluntary use of official 
designations to identify poultry stock produced under 
the Department of Agriculture's Record of Performance 
policy. It also repealed two sections of the act 
which required the submission of advertising material 
to the Department of Agriculture for approval. (?.C. 
195621203) ss 


Hog Grading Regulations.-— Hog carcass grading regulations 
under the Livestock and Livestock Products Act were 


revoked and replaced by new regulations under the 
Canada Agricultural Products Standards Act from August 
28, 1958. The new regulations required the addition 

of the word "Canada™ as the prefix to each grade name. 
Some changes in wording made the provisions consistent 
with those for other classes of livestock. In practice, 
the regulations are the same as those previously in 
effect. (P.C. 1958-1202) . 


Peach Price Support.— A price support program for 
Ontario's 1958 peach crop was announced by the Federal 


Minister of Agriculture on August 29. Under this plan, 
the Agricultural Stabilization Board will pay growers 
the amount by which their average return falls below 
$83.00 per ton for No. 1 peaches at least two inches 

in diameter, delivered for processing in Ontario.This 
guarantee is about 89 per cent of the base, or ten- 
year average price, It will enable growers to market 
their crop and should also result in the top quality 
being canned. (Department of Agriculture Press Release). 


Proposed Agricultural Legislation.— The Prime Minister 
announced in the House of Commons that the government 


would submit legislation at subsequent sessions to 
bring about a broad co-ordinated program designed to 
fill some of the gaps in the national agricultural 
policy by dealing with the basic problems of the 
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small farmers and the variability of farm income, especially 
in the prairie provinces. In regard to deficiency payments 
to producers, Mr. Diefenbaker stated that they “are not | 
in the long-run interest of either the western grain pro- 
ducer or the nation as a whole", He mentioned that the 
further supplementary estimates of the Department of 
Finance for 1958-59 provide for $40 million, to be distri- 
buted to western grain producers on the basis of $1 per 
specified acre on up to 200 acres per farm, including 
acreage seeded to flax, in accordance with regulations of 
the cabinet. This would help meet the needs of the 

small farmer to a greater extent than would the requested 
two-price system for wheat made possible by a contribution 
by parliament to the wheat board. 


To implement its comprehensive program and provide for 
the needs of western grain producers, the government: 
1. Proposed to continue the fund to assist in the 

export of surplus wheat stocks to non-commercial 
markets under the Colombo Plan. 

2. Hoped to introduce legislation at the next session 
with the co-operation of the provinces, to provide 
for a comprehensive crop insurance program. 

3. Was giving sympathetic study to the establishment, 
under provincial administration but with federal 
financial assistance, of a forage bank program 
to ».serve as a reserve against an emergency. 

4, Was giving consideration to improved agricultural 
credit facilities. 

o. To ways of improving the level of living for 
farmers on small farms; and 

6. To plans for a national conservation conference. 

Mr. Diefenbaker sxalso stated that “the basic problems 
of Canadian agriculture will yield only to long range 
solutions. The long-range plans now being formulated 
will constitute a truly national program -- a concept 
of national policy designed to ensure «quality of 
Opportunity for all Canadians." (House of Commons 
Debates, pp.4345-8). 


September 1 south Saskatchewan Dam Agreement.— Parliament gave 
unanimous approval to the agreement authorizing con- 


struction of the South Saskatchewan River Dam. The 
Prime Minister said the project would be of lasting 
benefit to Saskatchewan and a major step in national 
development. (House of Commons Debates, pp.4398-443]1) . 


September 2 Feeding: Stuffs Act.- Both the "General" and the 
"Ministerial" regulations under the Feeding Stuffs 
Act were amended to provide for: the sale of sheep 
feeds containing diethylstilbestrol under the conditions 
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specified: the sale of feed, for beef cattle only, with 
a considerably higher proportion of “injurious” weed 
seeds, when there is:a labelled caution to discontinue 
feeding 48 hours before slaughter to reduce the hazard 
of taint to the meat; and for the sale of certain 
additional grades of grain when ground or crushed and 
suitably labelled. (P.C. 1958-1250, September 11, 1958 
Ministerial Order, September 2, 1958). 


September 4 Prairie Farm Assistance Act.— Changes in the regulations 
made them consistent with changes made in the act at the 
previous session of Parliament. The definition of “farmer” 
eligible for award under the act was broadened to apply 
to “anyone who makes his home and is ordinarily present 
in the spring wheat area”, to Indians on reservations, 
to “co-operative farm associations” and to groups operating 
a farm as a family corporation. 

There was also a modification in determination of the index, 
based on grains other than wheat, for the purpose of de- 
termining the eligibility of a township. Where less 

than ten per cent of the acreage seeded to grain in a 
township is sown to wheat, the yield of rye, oats, barley, 
flax or rapeseed, whichever predominates shall be used 

as the index as specified in the regulations. Previously, 
neither flax nor rapeseed had been included. (P.C. 1958- 
1228). 


September 6 Humane Slaughter Bill.— The Minister of Justice announced 
that Bill C-32 to amend the Criminal Code by providing 
for new and more humane methods of slaughtering meat 
animals, which was given first reading in the House of 
Commons on June 25, would be postponed another year to 
give the government time to resolve differences arising 
out of conflicting representations from important groups 
including six provincial attorneys-general. It was 
stated that a further draft proposal would be referred 
to a Commons committee in order to work out a generally 
satisfactory measure. 

The Minister said the government was convinced that some 
action was desirable, but in view of the differences 

it was not in the public interest to proceed with Bill 
C-32. (House of Commons Debates, p.4705-4). 


September 6 Parliament Prorogued.— The first session of the twenty- 
fourth parliament was brought to a close. At the time, 
four bills of interest to agriculture received Royal Assent. 
These were amendments to the Customs Tariff, Customs 
Act, the Excise Tax Act, and the Income Tax Act. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp.4745-7). 


September 6 Income Tax Act.- Two of the changes in this bill applied 
to the computation of a taxpayer's farming loss under 
Section 13 of the act, for 1958 and subsequent years. 
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The first removed the limitation that no more than one- 
half his farming loss may be deducted and substituted 
the provision that all of a farming loss up to $2,500, 
plus one-half of the loss in excess of $2,500, may be 
deducted. The maximum amount deductible remained un- 
changed at $5,000. The second changed the rule for 
computing a farming loss so that amounts deducted on 
account of capital cost allowances or depreciation might 
be included in the loss. Previously these costs could 
not be included in cakculating the farming loss. 

Under an amendment to Section 112 of the Act a farmer 
who legally transfers a share of his farm to his wife, 
or to one of his children for farming purposes, may 
obtain a maximum ememption from giftitax to the 

extent of $10,000. The maximum exemption was previously 
$4,000. Such a deduction may be claimed only once during 
the lifetime of the donor, whether or not the full 
$10,000 is used. (House of Commons Debates, p.4765; Bill 
C-39 to amend the Income Tax Act). 


September 6 Customs Tariff.— A bill to incoporate budgetary changes 
in the Customs Tariff, received Royal Assent. Several 
of the proposed changes in Schedule A broadened the 
categories of imported items of interest to agriculture - 
rose stock for grafting or budding , vegetable materials 
for use as colorings or flavorings, pitted dates in units 
weighing more than ten pounds each, articles and materials 
used in connection with artificial insemination of animals, 
and parts of machinery and apparatus for dairying purposes. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.&4765; August 13, 1958, pp. 
3456-907" (BillsC-50)~ 


September 6 Excise Tax Act.— A bill to amend the act received Royal 
Assent. Its provisions were designed to implement changes 
outlined in the budget, such as removal of the sales tax 
on the agricultural items listed above under June 17. 
(House of Commons Debates, August 13, pp.3490-1; September 
6, p.4765). 


September 6 Customs Act.- A bill to amend the Customs Act received 

Royal Assent. The proposed changes it introduced were 

intended to establish a more workable scheme for determining 
the value for duty of imported goods. The main principle 

of the act remained unchanged: that value for duty is 

based on the fair market value of like goods when sold in 

the home market in similar circumstances. The new sections 
provided that if this cardinal principle could not be applied, 
resort was to be had to cost of production of similar goods, 
and, if there were no similar goods, the method of determining 
value for duty may be prescribed. A new Section 39 provided 
a safeguard against dumping. An additional subsection, 7(b), 
to Section 40A set out the method by which the Minister of 
National Revenue might determine and declare the value for 
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duty of any imported fresh fruit or vegetable of a kind 
produced in Canada, if he considers the market price in 
the country of export does not reflect the normal value 
of the commodity. The value for duty was to be the 
average weighted value of imports during the preceding 
three years. This subsection was to become effective 
on a date to be fixed by proclamation. Other revisions 
applied mostly to clarification of appeal procedures. 
(House of Commons Debates, August 16, 1958, p.3451; 
September 6, p.4745). 


Hog Price Support.-— The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board announced that the support price for hogs in 
relation to the $25.00 prescribed price for A grade 
dressed carcasses at Toronto would be $22.25 at Winnipeg 
and $21.50 at Saskatoon, Calgary and Edmonton. (Depart-— 
ment of Agriculture Press Release). 


Cheese Prices.— The Agricultural Stabilization Board 
announced that stocks of Ontario and Quebec eheddar 
cheese acquired in 1958 under the price support program 
would be offered to the trade for domestic distribution 
at 36 cents per pound, f.o.b. warehouse. (Department 
of Agriculture Press Release). 


Department of Agriculture Reorganized.- The Minister 
of Agriculture announced that a general reorganization 


of the Canada Department of Agriculture was under way 
and should be fully in effect by April 1, 1959. The plan 
envisaged a three-branch department, with possibility of 
a fourth branch. 

A Research Branch to incorporate all units of the Experi- 
mental Farms and Science Services into one efficient 
research organization and promote a “team" approach to 
the solution of any given problem. 

A Production and Marketing Branch to bring under one 
head the regulatory work of grading and inspection, and 
also include price stabilization and similar activities. 
An Administration Branch composed of units which serve 
all branchs of the Department - Organization and 
Personnel, Property and Finance, Information Service 

and the Economics Division. 

A possible fourth branch to deal with future activities 
in the conservation field would include Prairie Farm 
Rehabilitation Administration, Prairie Farm Assistance 
Administration and Maritime Marshland Administration. 
The Minister said that changes in departmental organ- 
ization were necessary if the Department is to dis- 
charge effectively its responsibility to the farming 
public in view of the rapid advances which agriculture 
had made during recentyears. (Department of Agriculture 
Press Release). 
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September 18 Agricultural Trade Problems.- In his speech at the Common- 
wealth Trade Conference in Montreal, the Prime Minister 
directed some of his remarks to the “diversity of interests 
and even conflicts of interest in the economic sphere” of 
the Commonwealth. He mentioned that some of these conflicts 
are particularly noticeable in the agricultural sector of 
the economy as: “In most, if not all countries, it has | 
been deemed imperative to afford special support to safe- 
guarding measures for agriculture. We delude ourselves 
if we regard this as a passing phase ... it is clearly 
here to stay. The actions which governments are impelled 
to take may harm the interests of farmers in other lands. 
As surpluses arise they are shipped abroad where inter- 
ference may result in the normal trade of other nations. 
"Canada has suffered for many years from the consequences 
of efforts by other countries to foster their agriculture. 
We’:.have had to take action, and the effects thereof have 
been felt by other nations. While trying to minimize 
these detrimental effects, it is agreed that they cannot 
be eliminated entirely ... 

“to buy up surpluses from other countries entering our 
markets and seek to sell them elsewhere would not correct 
the general situation. The difficulty of solution is 

so widespread that no one nation can hope to overcome it 
by unilateral action, or in groups as relatively small as 
that comprised in the Commonwealth. It might therefore, 
be desirable for all the nations that are substantial 
producers or importers of food to undertake in co-operation 
a systematic review of the conditions of world trade in 
agricultural products and the rules under which such 
trade can be carried out with harmony and good sense. 

The Government of Canada would be prepared to join in such 
an effort for which the machinery set up under the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade provide a con- 
venient forum for a realistic discussion. 

“Out of such a review would come useful ideas to be 
applied in the setting upofafood bank. We must expect 

surpluses of food to persist and ... I would like to 

see a transfer of surpluses undertaken co-operatively 

‘by the major producing countries on a reasonably systematic 
basis. Emergency requirements could be promptly met 
from stockpiles, and under-developed nations needing 
food would have a source from which to meet their needs. 
"Most members of the Commonwealth are concerned with 
the instability in markets and prices for primary 
products. This instability certainly makes doubly 
difficult the effective and orderly economic development 
of those member nations which depend largely upon the 
export of such products. We have joined in agreements to 
stabilize prices of tin and sugar, of which we are con- 
Sumers, as well as in the agreement on wheat, of which 
we are an important producer. We stand ready to examine 
in detail, and in good faith, proposals for other agreements. 
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We believe the Wheat Agreement has been of value, and we 
shall take a lead in seeking its extension next year, 
and the participation of the United Kingdom in it ...". 
(Prime Minister's Office Press Release, September 19, 
1958) . 


September 18 Food and Drug Act,- Changes in the sections of the 
regulations pertaining to food and food products dealt 
with meat, chemicals on edible agricultural products 
and preservatives. The definitionsof meat, meat by- 
product and head cheese were reworded to make them more 
specific and also consistent with the terms of the Meat. 
and Canned Foods regulations administered by the Depart-— 
ment of Agriculture. Additions to, and some changes in 
the tolerance levels of pesticides permissible on 
specified fruits, vegetables, grains and nuts were made 
in the tables. Ascorbic and erythorbic acids and their 
salts were added to the list of Class 1 preservatives, 
and salts of various acids designated as Class II pre- 
servatives could be used in the proportion specified 
for preserving food products. (P.C. 1958-1299). 


September 19 Lamb Price Support.-— The Agricultural Stabilization 

Board announced the support price at public stockyards 

in western Canada for Good lambs, based on the $19.55 
level at Toronto. Good lambs were defined as those 

which would provide Aj or B] carcasses (346 to 51 pounds 
warm dressed weight) and give a carcass yield of at 

least 49 per cent warm dressed weight based on delivered 
weight at the stockyards, This was considered desirable 
because there were no official grades for live lambs. 
The new support levels and carcass equivalents appear 

in the table below: 

Equivalent price for 
Good lambs A, and Bj carcasses 


live weight warm dressed weight 
- dollars per cwt. - 


Public stockyards, Toronto 19.255 39 .90 
Public stockyards,Winnipeg 16.80 34,25 
Public stockyards, 

Saskatchewan 16.50 33.45 
Public stockyards,Alberta 16.30 o3.25 
Public stockyards, 

Vancouver 17.40 oo, 30 


(Department of Agriculture Press Release). 


September 26 Lamb Price Support.-— The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board notified the trade that from September 26, 1958 
it would accept for storage according to Board specifi- 
cations, carcasses from lambs for which processors had 
paid producers the equivalent of the support price and 
which had been slaughtered at federally-inspected plants. 
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To be acceptable, the carcasses must grade Canada Choice 
or Canada Good Quality and weigh from 36-51 pounds warm 
dressed weight (35-49 pounds cold dressed weight). The 
yseller must pay handling and freezing costs, and the 
first month's storage charges. Lambs slaughtered in 
Western Canada are not eligible for storage in Eastern 
Canada. 

At March 31, 1959 the Board will take delivery of any 
previously accepted lots of lamb still remaining in 
storage, at specified prices plus simple interest 

and storage charges after the first month‘s storage. 
(Agricultural Stabilization Board Reference No. 1 - 
Lambs) . 


October 7 Canadian Wheat Board Levy.-— The Supreme Court of Canada 
unanimously deélared the Canadian Wheat Board‘s powers 
to deduct a levy to cover handling charges on grains to 
be constitutionally valid. It gave this ruling on an 
appeal by a B.C. poultry farmer who tried to ship grain 
from Winnipeg to his farm without a board permit, claim- 
ing that board handling charges constituted an impediment 
to free interprovincial trade. The Court rejected this 
claim on the ground that handling charges are incidental 
to the administration of a comprehensive extraprovincial 
marketing scheme, (The Ottawa Journal, October 8, 1958). 


October 9 Lamb Price Support.-— During the last week of September 
and the first week of October, the Agricultural Stabilization 
Board accepted offerings of lambs when prices in some 
eastern Canada markets fell to the support level - $19.55 
per cwt., alive, for Good lambs at public stockyards in 

Toronto and Montreal. Good lambs were defined as those 
providing Choice and Good quality carcasses, (346-51 pounds 
warm dressed weight) yielding at least 49 per cent warm 
dressed weight based on delivered weight at stockyards. 

In comparison with the $19.55 live weight support level 
for Good lambs, the equivalent for warm dressed weight 
carcasses at Montreal and Toronto public stockyards was 
$39.90 per cwt. Under the support plan the board offered 
to purchase lamb carcasses in cold storage for delivery 
March 31, 1959. (Department of Agriculture Press Release). 


October 9 Wheat to India and Pakistan.- The Minister of Finance 
announced in New Delhi that Canada would lend India a 
further $8.8 million to buy Canadian wheat in 1958. The 
terms of the agreement signed in Ottawa in October were 
the same as those of the $25 million loan agreement signed 
by the two countries in February 1958. Advances under 
the earlier agreement amounted to $24.2 million, bringing 
total advances under both loans to $33 million. The new 
nine-year loan, to be used to purchase No. 4 wheat, is 
repayable in seven equal annual instalments beginning 
on December 31, 1961 with interest at 4-1/4 per cent. 


October 16 
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October 17 
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Pakistan was to receive $2 million worth of No. 4 wheat 
as part of Canada's Colombo Plan contribution to that 
country. (Department of Finance Press Release, October 
22; The Ottawa Journal, October 6). 


Butter Price Support.— The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board announced that its butter stocks were being offered 
to the trade for distribution at a price of 64 cents 

per pound at Montreal, with appropriate price differentials 
in other areas. The current support level for First 

Grade creamery was also 44 cents per pound, Montreal. 
(Department of Agriculture Press Release). 


International Wheat Agreement.— Under the I.W.A. export- 
ing countries agreed to sell, and importing countries 


to purchase, a total of 295.16 million bushels of wheat 

in the 1958-59 crop year. Canada, aS an exporting country, 
was allotted a guaranteed quantity of 100,243,000 bushels. 
(Canadian Wheat Board, I.W.A. Appendix to Report No. 14). 


Acreage Payments to Grain Producers.-— The Prime Minister 
announced that on October 23 the Canadian Wheat Board 


would begin distributing to western grain producers the 
$40 million grant voted by Parliament on September 6. 
Payment was calculated on the basis of $1 per “cultivated" 
acre. This applied to acres designated in a 1958 Canadian 
Wheat Board permit book as seeded or in summerfallow but 
did not include uncultivated land or natural pasture. 
Maximum eligible acreage is 200 per farm. 

When this vote was under discussion in the House of 
Commons, the Minister of Agriculture stated that he 
considered the plan of acreage payments to be the best 
method of meeting the cash difficulty which existed in 
western Canada due to short crops in 1957 and 1958. He 
said that this plan would give the most assistance to 
small farmers who had very little grain to deliver 

from those two crops, and who most needed assistance 

at the present time. The Minister went on to say that 
as farmers in western Canada specialize in grain pro- 
duction, the payment being distributed to them would 

at least balance up the payments made to producers of 
other commodities such as livestock and dairy products, 
under the Agricultural Stabilization Act. (House of 
Commons Debates, September 46, 1958, pp.4738-40; 
Department of Agriculture Press Release). 


Pork Prices Support.— The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board instructed the trade that it would support the 
market by buying and storing pork cuts. It started 

to purchase equal .numbers of each of the five standard 
pork cuts (hams, bellies, backs, butts and picnics) in ~ 
order to maintain floor prices for hogs on public stock- 
yards during the week ending October 25. Purchases were 
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Sah. = 


limited to product prepared for freezing at federally 
inspected plants on and after October 20, 1958 from 

hogs bought from producers at prices in appropriate 
relationship to the support level of $25.00 per cwt. 

for Grade A carcasses, Toronto. The equivalent weighted 
average “pot price” paid by the Board for these five 
cuts, fresh off the table, Montreal and Toronto wis 
$38.15 per cwt. However, the Board agreed to accept de- 
livery, in storage, of equal quantities of any two 

or more of the five cuts, enabling the seller to retain 
certain cuts which may be in short supply so as to 
encourage maximum distribution and consumption. 

This was the first time the government had bought pork 
since 1952, when an eautbreak of foot-and-mouth disease 
closed the export market for about a year. (Agricultural 
Stabilization Board Reference P-1, Pork, October 28, 
1958 and Supplement, November 3). 


Turkey Import Quota.— An import quota for a limited 


quantity of light-weight broiler turkeys, which were 

in relatively short supply here, was announced by the 
Minister of Agriculture. Import permits were to be 
issued for up to 300,000 pounds to the end of 1958. 

The import of these light-weight turkeys was not expected 
to adversely affect the marketing of Canadian stocks 
which, at that season, were mostly medium-to-heavy weight 
birds. Turkeys had been under import control since July 
17, 1957. (Department of Agriculture Press Release). 


Wheat for Pakistan.— The Secretary of State for Ex- 
ternal Affairs announced that Canada had agreed to 
provide Pakistan with $2 million worth of wheat to 
meet serious food shortages, as part of the $12 million 
Colombo Plan program for 1957-58. 

The Government of Pakistan has offered to establish 
local rupee counterpart funds equivalent to the value 
of the Canadian wheat allocation, These funds will be 
Spent on economic development projects in Pakistan to 
be agreed on by the two governments. It was expected 
that about 1.1 million bushels of wheat would be re- 
presented by this allocation. (Department of External 
Affairs Press Release). 


south Saskatchewan River Project.— The Minister of 
Agriculture announced that G.L. MacKenzie of Regina, 


Director of the Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration 
had been appointed chairman of the seven-member board 

set up to co-ordinate federal and provincial actions 

in the development of the South Saskatchewan River pro- 
ject. Provision for this South Saskatchewan River 
Development Board was made in the federal-—provincial 
agreement signed July 25, 1958. Three of the remaining 

six board members were appointed by the federal government 
and three by the province. 
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Work had begun on the project which will provide water 
for irrigation of half a million acres of land and for 
power development which may be undertaken by the 
Saskatchewan Government, An access road from the highway 
to the dam site is to be completed by December 31, 1958, 
and contracts in excess of $1 million were authorized 

for provision of ground services at construction head- 
quarters. (Department of Agriculture Press release). 


Frozen Cherry Marketing.— The Minister of Agriculture 

was granted authority, under the Agricultural Products 
Co-operative Marketing Act, to enter into an agreement 

for the marketing of 1958 crop Ontario fresh frozen 

red sour pitted cherries. The initial payment represented 
about 64 per cent of the previous three years returns 

to producers. (P.C. 1958-1537). 


Federal-Provincial Conference.— The federal Minister 

of Agriculture presided at the 1958 federal-—provincial 
conference which met in Ottawa. In addition to federal 
department officials, participants included provincial 
ministers of agriculture and deputy Ministers, other 
provincial delegates, representatives of national farm 
organizations and agricultural attaches of foreign 
countries. 

In regard to Canadian problems, the Minister asked 

for co-operation of provincial governments and farm 
Organizations in helping to prevent the production of 
unmanageable Canadian surpluses such as exist for 

wheat, cereal grains, dried skim milk, butter, and 
possibly for poultry meat; mounting surpluses would 

make it impossible for the government to maintain the 
present high level of support. The next question 
considered was to what extent Canada could impose 

import restrictions -— requested from time to time by 
producer groups - without inviting retaliation which 
would affect Canada's important export markets. 

The Minister stressed the fact that maintenance of 

price levels for poultry meats and dairy products depend. 
on a decrease in production. He also said that al- 
though prices for hogs will be lower, perhaps dropping 
to the support level, hog production may still be pro- 
fitable for the efficient farmer because of lower 

grain costs. 

At the end of the conference in reply to problems 
brought forward by delegates, and in briefs presented 

by the Canadian Federation of Agriculture, the Dairy 
Farmers of Canada and the Interprovincial Farm Union 
Council, the Minister emphasized the fact that farm 
efficiency must continue to increase, that agricultural 
research must go forward, and that federal and provincial 
governments must co-operate on a long-range conservation 
and land use policy. In closing, the Minister announced 
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the introduction of farm credit and crop insurance schemes 
at the next session of Parliament which was to begin in 
January, 1959. (Department of ?griculture Press Release). 


November 16 Cheddar Cheese to United Kingdom.- All the “grass” 
cheddar cheese purchased by the Agricultural Stabilization 


Board during the 1958 season was sold for export to the 
United Kingdom at 30 cents per pound, Most of the 12 
million pounds was shipped before navigation closed at 
Montreal, but several thousand boxes were retained in 
Canada for spring delivery. The sale price was about 
four cents less than the support price of 34 cents per 
pound for Ontario cheddar and 33-1/2 cents for the Quebec 
product, at which the board acquired the cheese. This 
British sale reduced Board holdings to about 1.5 million 
pounds of "fodder" cheese which was to go on the domestic 
market during the winter. (Department of Agriculture, 
Dairy Products Division). 


November 16 Dry Skimmed Milk Disposal.— Donations of Canadian dry 
skimmed milk accepted in 1958 approximated 12 million 
pounds of the 30 million offered, UNICEF being the 
largest recipient. The product was shipped to about 20 
different countries. Several million pounds were also 
sold to various countries for human consumption and 
animal feeds. (Department of Agriculture, Dairy Products 
Division). 


November 17 Freight Rate Increase.— The Board of Transport 
Commissioners authorized a general freight rate in- 
crease of 17 per cent in place of the 19 per cent re- 
quested by the railways. The effective date for the 
increase was set at December 1, subject to change by 
the Cabinet, following its hearings of appeals against 
the rise from eight provinces (all except Ontario and 
Quebec) on November 24, The railways had requested the 
increase to meet the cost of a wage boost to their 
employees. (Judgment of Board of Transport Commissioners, 
and Board Order 946300). 


November 17 Conservation Conference.- Federal and provincial ministers 
and representatives who met in Ottawa decided that a 
national conference on conservation would be held not 
later than the summer of 1960 to consider research and 
the management and multiple uses of such renewable 
natural resources as soil, forests, wildlife, fish, water 
and recreational facilities so that they may make the 
utmost contribution to the economic and material wel- 
fare of the Canadian people on a sustained basis. Pro- 
vincial representatives at the meeting agreed to submit 
reports on conservation activities in their provinces 

by March 15, 1959, (Department of Northern Affairs and 
National Resources PressRelease). 


= QS Be 


November 20 Turkey Import Controls.- The Minister of Agriculture 
announced that import controls on turkeys would not be 
removed at the end of 1958. Mr. Harkness said that no 
indication could be given at the time as to what quantities 
of imports, if any, would be permitted in 1959, 

(Department of Agriculture Press Release). 


November 26 Freight Rate Increase.-— The federal Cabinet announced 
a decision to alow the 17 per cent general freight 
rate increase that was authorized by the Board of Trans- 
port Commissioners on November 17, 1958. The increase 
became effective December 1. The executive-secretary 
of the CanadianTrucking Association announced that highway 
freight lines would increase their charges on the same 
effective date. (The Ottawa Journal, November 28, 1958). 


November 26 Freight Assistance on Western Feed Grains.-— The 
federal government took steps to absorb part of the 


cost of the increased freight rates where they affected 
the movement of prairie feed grains to livestock and 
poultry feeders in the Atlantic Provinces, eastern 
Quebec and British Columbia. This was intended to keep 
down the cost of these feeds and to maintain the exist- 
ing relationship between freight assistance and freight 
costs in eastern Canada and British Columbia. 

Federal assistance on feed grain movements to Old 
Ontario and western Quebec remained unchanged at $5.00 
per ton because these shipments are mainly by water. 

In northern Ontario the assistance continued to be 
payment of local freight rates to a maximum of $5.00 
per ton. 

To points beyond the Montreal Freight Rate Zone but 
with a through rail freight rate from Fort William 

of less than $1.04 per cwt. the freight assistance 
remained at $5.00 per ton plus the excess through 
freight to destinations over the Fort William-Montreal 
rate> -- the Same basis of payment as previously. 

To points in eastern Quebec and the Atlantic Pro- 
vinces, where the freight rate from Fort William 

is $1.04 per cwt. or higher, the freight assistance 

was set at $7.50 per ton plus the excess through 
freight to destination over the Fort William—Montreal 
rate, This represents an increase from the farmer 
$4.50 per ton basis. 

On shipments into British Columbia, the assistance 

was changed to $5.40 per ton less than the lowest 
carlot short line rail freight charges from Alberta 
points. (It was formerly $5.50 per ton). (P.C. 
1958-1628, Department of Agriculture Press Release). 


November 27 Poultry and Eggs Promotion.— In view of limited 
export possibilities in 1959 for the large quantity 
of poultry and eggs being produced in Canada and the 
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Agricultural Stabilization Board's difficulty in dis- 
posing of its holdings of shell eggs, egg melange and 
fowl, the federal government announced that it would 
assist the Poultry Products Institute of Canada in 
promoting increased consumption of these products. The 
assistance is similar to that extended to the Institute 
in 1957 to expand its campaign - one-half the amount 
spent for this purpose, but not more than $25,000. (P.C. 
1958-1/1597).. 


November 27 Promotion Grants for Fruit Consumption.— The federal 
Department of Agriculture announced that it would con- 


tribute one-half the expenditures of specified organizations 
on advertising and promotional campaigns to increase the 
consumption of canned and frozen Montmorency red cherries,= 
and canned peaches, pears and plums. Holdings of these 
fruits at the time were the largest on record, resulting 

in an unstable market, an unfavorable position with which 
to begin the next year's operations, and the possible 
requirement for stabilization payments. 

For these programs, the Canadian Red Cherry Institute 

may obtain one-half of its expenditures to increase 
consumption of canned and frozen cherries, but not more 
than $7,500 from the federal government; the Ontario 

Peach Growers' Marketing Board and the Ontario Pear, 

Plum and Cherry Growers’ Marketing Board may jointly 

obtain the same proportion of their expenditures, but 

not more than $4,000, to encourage consumption of 

canned peaches, pears and plums. (P.C. 1958-2/1597 and 

P.C. 1958-3/1597) . 


November 27 Acreage Payments to Grain Producers.- Slight changes 
in the wording of the regulations relating to the $40 


million acreage payment to western grain producers were 
made (1) to provide that permit holders must be resident 
in Canada to be eligible for the payments; and (2) to 
clarify the method of payment when there is more than one 
permit holder named or referred to in a permit book. 
(P.Cs 1958-1629 re 


November 27 Quebec Turkey Marketing.- Under authority of the 
Agricultural Products Co-operative Marketing Act, the 


Minister of Agriculture entered into an agreement with 
a Quebec co-operative for the marketing of turkeys 
produced in that province in 1958. This poultry is to 
be processed and sold in the form of dressed turkey. 
(P.C. 1958-1599) . 


December 3 Farm Improvement Loans Act.-— Veterans whohold a subsisting 
contract under the Veterans’ Land Act became eligible for 
two classes of loans under the Farm Improvement Loans 
Act under an amendment te the F.I.L.A. regulations. These 
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loans may be used to finance the purchase of a portable 
sprinkler irrigation system or any farm improvement or 
development work specified in the regulations. If used 
to finance land clearing during the winter months, such 
loans would assist the government ‘s winter work program. 
The maximum loan for any purpose, or the total amount 
outstanding in farm improvement loans to any one farmer 
may not exceed $5,000. (P.C. 1958-1436). 


Tariff Board Ruling on “Dehydrated Grass“.-— The Tariff 
Board gave a ruling on whether imports of “dehydrated 


grass" used in the manufacture of poultry feeds should 
continue to enter Canada duty free under Tariff Item 

535, or be transferred to Tariff Item 711 under which 

the MFN tariff is 25 per cent ad valorem. Their decision 
was based on two considerations — the proper classification 
for £1) dehydrated grasses and (2) for mixtures of dehydrated 
grasses and legumes. 

It was the Board's opinion that as dehydrated ground 
grasses (grass meal) were simply dried grass that had 

been ground, they are dutiable under Tariff Item 535. 

On the second point, the Board ruled that only mixtures 

of dehydrated grasses and legumes containing 75 per cent 

or more, by weight, of grasses are classifiable under 
Tariff Item 535; those containing less than this pro- 
portion of grasses are classifiable under Tariff Item 

711. (The Canada Gazette, Part 1, December 13, 1958, 

pp. 4399-4400) . 


Swine Export Controls.- The Minister of Agriculture 
announced export controls on swine of the Lacombe 

breed for an indefinite period. This breed was developed 
by the Department of Agriculture under a hybridization 
and selection program begun in 1947. The first release 

of breeding stock to private breeders was made in October 
1958, when 20 breeding groups (three sows and one boar 

in each) were distributed to swine breeders in Ontario 
and the three Prairie Provinces. Further distribution 

of about 140 breeding females and an equal number of 
boars is planned for the spring 1959 and about double 
that number for October 1959. 

Export controls are intended to prevent depletion of 

the breeding stock to the point where multiplication 

and distribution would be seriously delayed. However, 
export permits for release of breeding stock to re- 
search or government institutions in other countries 

will receive consideration. (Department of Agriculture 
Press Release). 
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PREFACE 


Publication of this series, which records chronologically 
changes in federal policies affecting agriculture and the more 
important events affecting these policies, began in 1952. The 
material in the first five annual volumes was consolidated and 
issued under the title "Chronology of Canadian Agricultural 
Policies, 1952-1956", Annual supplements have been issued 
Since that time. 


The date under which each item is listed is generally 
that of the reference or source which appears in brackets at 
the end of the-item. In these references, the letters “P.C." 
(Privy Council) refer to orders in council. 


An index follows the chronological section of the bulletin. 
It begins on page 75. 
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A_ CHRONOLOGY FOR 1959 


Cheese and Cheese Factory Improvement Regulations.— 
A change in the regulations placed a limit of 


$60,000 on the total federal grant available to 

a cheese factory for: materials, construction 

work and equipment required to amalgamate two 

or more factories; enlargement of, and installation 
of mechanical refrigeration in, cheese—curing 

rooms of existing factories; and for standardization 
of cheese_pressing equipment. Previously a factory 
could claim from the government up to half its 
approved expenditures for such purposes. 

(P.C. 19581742, December 29, 1958). 


Quebec Apple Marketing Agreement.— Under authority 


of the Agricultural Products Co-operative Market— 
ing Act, The Minister of Agriculture signed an 
agreement with a Quebec co-operative for the 
marketing of apples produced in the province in 
1958, and processed and sold in the fom of apple 
juice, apple sauce, apple pulp and apple jelly. 
This was the eighth agreement of this type under 
which the co-operative operated. (P.C. 1958_ 
1741, December 29, 1958). 


Feed Barley Delivery Quota.— In order to place 
additional stocks of barley grading No. 1 Feed 


and lower in a marketable position, the supplementary 
quota of three bushels per acre seeded to barley 
(effective from November 25, 1958) was increased 

to six bushels from January 5, 1959 at all delivery 
points in Manitoba and Saskatchewan. The minimum 
delivery of 150 bushels was increased to 300 

bushels. « Barley grading higher than No. 1] Feed 

was not accepted against this quota. (Canadian 

Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade re Quotas 
(General) No. 14). 


U.S.—-Canadian Committee on Trade and Economic 
Affairs. On January 5 and 6 the Committee met 
in Ottawa and reviewed developments which had 
occurred in the world economic situation since 
its meeting in Washington, October 7 and 8, 1957. 


In addition to its discussion of world monetary 
and trade developments, the committee examined 
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various issues that had an immediate bearing on 
trade and economic relations between the two 
countries. Among these were: temporary measures_ 
to meet emergency problems of a particular group _ 
of domestic producers; the need for close inter- 
governmental consultation before either took 

action which might affect the commercial or Y 
economic interests of the other; the 1958 amend_ 
ments to the (Canadian) Customs Act; recent 
Canadian restrictions on imports of some agricultural 
products; the avoidance by both countries of any 
incentives which might lead to an aggravation of 
agricultural surpluses; and U.S. surplus disposal 
programs — with representatives of that government 
giving assurances that in all such activities they 
would seek to avoid interfering with nomnal 
commercial marketings. Insofar as these assurances 
related to exports of wheat, flour and other grains, 
it was agreed that, in addition to other consultation, 
quarterly meetings of wheat experts from the two 
countries should be held in an attempt to solve 
periodically any problems involving wheat and 

flour. The two governments agreed to keep each 
other informed of programs for the use of agri- 
cultural surpluses to alleviate distress arising 
from famine or other disasters throughout the 

world, or to promote the economic development of 
less_developed countries. (United States_Canada 
Joint Communique) . 


Animal Contagious Diseases Regulations. Three 
major changes broadened the provisions of the 


December 16, 1954 regulations. The first lengthened 
the period of calfhood vaccination against 
Brucellosis for cattle under 30 months of age at 
date of entry into Canada from the United States. 
Such animals, if vaccinated during the 4-to_ll 
months_of—age period (previously six to eight 
months), no longer required a blood test to 
qualify as official vaccinates for importation - 
purposes. A new part XIIA dealt with the require— 
ments an owner had to meet in order to have his 
herd of cattle tested for Johne's disease. Any 
animals showing clinical symptoms of the disease, 
or a positive reaction to the test for it, were 

to be slaughtered under the supervision of an 
inspector. The rate of compensation paid to 
owners for Johne's reactors slaughtered became 

the same as that under the Brucellosis and T.B. 
eradication programs. 


Part XIVA was also added; it set out require— 
ments for the licensing and operation of 
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artificial insemination centers, and the 
importation of semen for breeding livestock of 
various kinds. (P.C. 1959_39). 


Parliament Opened.. The second session of the 
24th Parliament opened. Several measures of 
interest to agriculture were forecast in the 
speech from the Throne. Recommendations in- 
cluded measures for: the institution of a 
System of crop insurance in co-operation with 
any provinces wishing to participate; a com- 
prehensive review and revision of legislation 
concerning farm credit, to make it more effective 
in assisting in the development and maintenance 
of an efficient and prosperous agriculture; a 
revision of the Seeds Act; a detailed review 

of the Veternas’ Land Act and amendments to 
ensure that veteran: farmers also would be Ps 
able to take greater advantage of modern agri-_- 
cultural practices; certain amendments to the 
Export Credits Insurance Act, for the purpose 
of increasing the range and effectiveness of 
the guarantees provided for financing exports; 
action to alleviate the discriminatory effects 
of the horizontal increase in freight rates to 
have become effective January 15; and for 
referral to the standing committee on agriculture, 
for consideration, the question of ensuring the 
use of humam methods in the slaughtering of 
animals. (House of Commons Debates, pp.2-3). 


St. Lawrence Seaway Joint Study Committee. — 
A committee, appointed in August 1958 by the 


Canadian Wheat Board and the Shippers' and 
Exporters’ Association of the Grain Exchange 
Submitted their report on the implications arising 
from the opening of the Seaway as they would affect 
the grain trade. 


This Report was broadly divided into three parts. 
The first part defined the physical layout of 
the Seaway when it was opened and indicated that 
the Great Lakes Waterway and certain of its 
harbor facilities would be able to accommodate 
ocean vessels of limited draught during the 
coming open navigation season. The second part 
outlined the prospective shipping pattern for _ 
grains as a result of the changed physical lay- 
out of the Waterway. In this part, the Joint 
Study Committee commented that ocean tonnage 
would penetrate the seaway and Lakehead in the 
next season in such volume as to support the 
forecast that a substantial quantity of Canadian 
wheat would be loaded on ocean vessels at the 
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Lakehead. Part III of the Report discussed the 
procedures for the merchandising, forwarding and 
handling of grain in the light of the enlarged 
Capacity of the Waterway and the expected expansion 
in traffic. 


As the Report concluded that the largest lakers 
would now be able to carry wheat direct from the 
Lakehead to St. Lawrence ports without trans— 
Shipment at intermediate points, and that ocean 
vessels of about 10,000 tons would also be able 

to load grain cargoes at the Lakehead, the Canadian 


Wheat Board decided to pass on to the western pro_- 


ducers the resulting saving anticipated from lower 
transportation costs. The January 30, 1959 wheat 
price increase of 5_5/8 cents per bushel at the 
Lakehead represented the estimated saving in 
shipping costs from this point after the opening 
of the Seaway. Therefore, this increase would 
not result in any change in the cii.f. price of 
wheat (IWA and Class II) at overseas ports of 
destination or in the domestic market price. 


Following on these price changes for wheat, the 
Export Flour Adjustment was also raised by a 
corresponding 5.5/8 cents on shipment to the U.K. 
and European markets. (Report of the St. Lawrence 
Seaway Joint Study Committee, the Canadian Wheat 
Board and The Grain Shippers’ and Exporters’ 
Association, Winnipeg, Canada) . 


Seed: Oats Special Quota. In an effort to 
facilitate the sale and use of commercial seed 
oats, the Canadian Wheat Board began to accept 
applications from its agents on behalf of pro- 
ducers who wished to deliver, in excess of the 
quota, oats suitable for commercial seed after | 
cleaning, if a sample of the grain had been sub- _ 
mitted to and accepted by a recognized seed clean-— 
ing plant located within Manitoba, Saskatchewan or 
Alberta. A producer was entitled to deliver only 
one car of oats under this special delivery aythority, 


such deliveries to be subject to the usual deduction 


if the producer had received a cash advance under 
the "Prairie Grain Advance Payments Act". (Canadian 
Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade re Quotas 
(General), No. 16). 


General Export Permit Requlations.._ This amendment 
to the schedule of General Export Permit No. Ex. 2 
of June 1956 clarified the wording of the item 
"foodstuffs", to carry out the intent of the Act, 
and of the item “livestock” to prevent the export 
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of Lacombe swine under general export permit. 
Permits had to be secured from the Department 
of Trade and Commerce for exportation of this 
breed of swine. (Export and Import Permits Act, 
General Export Permit No. Ex. 2, amended). 


Payments to Agriculture._ The Minister of Agri_ 
culture reported that from March 1, 1958 when 


the Agricultural Stabilization Act came into 

effect, until December 31, 1958, a total of 
$73,841,000 was spent from the revolving fund 

for the purchase of supported farm commodities. 

Much of this would be recovered when the commodities 
had been sold. The actual cost of the price support 
program from April 1 to December 31, 1958 was 
$10,211,000 and for the fiscal year ending March 

31, 1959 the cost was expected to be about $18.7 
million. 


The Minister also listed some of the more important 
direct government expenditures on behalf of farmers 

in 1958: special acreage payments to Western grain 
farmers, about $42 million; storage payments under 
Temporary Wheat Reserves Act, $38.8 million; Prairie 
Farm Assistance Act, $25 million; Prairie Farm 
Rehabilitation Act, $17.3 million; Maritime Marshland 
Rehabilitation Act, $2.3 million; quality premiums on 
hogs, $6.6 million; freight assistance on western 
feedgrains, $21 million; Agricultural Stabilization 
Act costs, about $15 million. About $30.7 million 

had also been distributed to farmers as cash advances 
on farm stored grain. (House of Commons Debates, 

pms 125:7258).. 


Supplementary Rye Quota.— The Canadian Wheat Board 


authorized a supplementary quota on rye of five 
bushels per seeded acre, at all Alberta delivery 
points subject to a minimum delivery of 150 bushels. 
The supplementary quota became effective January 26, 
1959 until further notice. (Canadian Wheat Board: 
Instructions to the Trade re Quotas (General), No. 
17). 


Feed Grain Supple ry Delive $i) 4» The 
Canadian Wheat Board announced a supplementary quota 
for oats of six bushels per seeded acre at all 
Stations in the designated area. The supplementary 
quota became effective February 2 and was to be 
filled only with oats grading Extra No. 1 Feed or 
higher, subject to a minimum delivery of 300 bushels. 


A supplementary quota was also announced at all 
stations in Alberta and the designated area in 
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British Columbia, for barley grading No. 1 Feed 

or lower. Effective February 2 the quota of 

three bushels per acre authorized January 9 was 
increased to six bushels per acre seeded to barley, 
and the minimum delivery of 150 bushels was raised 

to 300 bushels. (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions 
to the Trade re Quotas (General), No. 18 and 19). 


January 30 Wheat Pricing Policy._ The Canadian Wheat Board 
introduced a change in its pricing policy to 
ensure that western producers ‘received the saving 
in grain transportation costs resulting from the 
opening of the St. Lawrence seaway which enabled 
the largest lake vessels and some ocean freighters 
to carry wheat directly from the lakehead to St. 
Lawrence ports. 


Effective January 30, the Board increased the 
lakehead price of wheat by 5_5/8 cents per bushel, 
exclusive of a 1/4 cent exchange adjustment in 
price due to a decline in the premium on the _ 
Canadian dollar that day. This 5-5/8 cents re_ 
presented the board's preliminary estimate of 

the gross saving in freight likely to be realized. 
No change was made in the board's selling prices 
for wheat for shipment from St. Lawrence, Atlantic 
and Pacific coast ports, or from Port Churchill, 
nor was the laid-down prices of wheat in the United 
Kingdom, European and other markets from these ~ 
ports affected by the increased lakehead prices. 
The price remained the same for I.W.A. and Class 
II sales to overseas markets, and for domestic 
consumption. 


In addition to sales at the prevailing prices 
announced by the board, from January 30 buyers _ 
were given a longer time in which to make settle— 
ment for Western wheat booked on a deferred price 
basis for shipment from Great Lakes and upper St. 
Lawrence ports from the opening of navigation in | 
1959. Settlement could be made at prices prevail- 
ing on any day, up to the maximum number indicated 
below, after the final delivery date of the con- 
tract for the respective ports of shipment. 


Fort William-Port Arthur 14 market days 
Georgian Bay ports 13 is bi 
Goderich, Sarnia and Walkerville IZ ” st 
Port Colborne and Humberstone Bhas ah Ly 
Toronto 10 , 2 
Kingston and Prescott b ? 


(Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade, 
Shippers and Exporters, No. 7, Crop Year 1958_59; 
House of Commons Debates, February 6, 1959, p.7521). 


February 3 


February 5 


February 9 


February 10 
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Grain for Poland. The Canadian Government agreed 
to provide Poland with credit to buy up to 
9,250,000 bushels of Canadian wheat and barley. 
The quantities and prices were to be negotiated 
with a Polish trade delegation arriving shortly. 
The credit was expected to cover about 5,550,000 
bushels of wheat and 3,700,000 bushels of barley 

and the loan was to be repaid over a three-year 
period. (The Globe and Mail). 


Demurrage Charges. The Supreme Court of Canada 
ruled on January 27 that the railways could im- 
pose demurrage charges on boxcars remaining at 
western terminal grain elevators for more than 
ten days. In May 1958 the Board of Transport 
Commissioners had ruled that the charges would 

be permitted, but the elevator companies appealed 
the ruling to the Supreme Court; the order was 
suspended in July 1958 pending outcome of the 
appeal. (The Western Producer). 


Export Flour Price Adjustment. Canadian export 


flour adjustments were extended to include exports 
to the United Kingdom and European countries from 
February 9, 1959. This aid to Canadian mills 
enabled them to compete with subsidized flour 
exports from other countries. Previously the 
adjustment applied to countries which imported 
mainly wheat flour. (Canadian Wheat Board: 
Instructions to the Trade, Mills, No. 4, Crop 
Year 1958_59). 


Agricultural Situation._ The Hon. Douglas S. 
Harkness presented some views on the agricultural 
Situation to the Meat Packers Council meeting in 
Montreal on February 10. Referring to his trip 
to the United Kingdom and western Europe in the 
fall of 1958, he mentioned that in every country 
he visited there was “little direct relationship 
in the prices of agricultural products in one 
country aS compared to another ... At one time 
prices were set largely in relation to a world 
market. Now they depend to a large extent on 

the support programs, import policies and export 
policies of the various countries ... They also 
confirm that apart from wheat and other cereals, 
price levels in Canada are about as high, or 
higher, than in any other country.” In regard 

to farm income, he said “.,. farm cash income’ _ 
for 1958 shows that income from agricultural pro- 
ducts was higher, during the past year, than in 
recent years ... (the) $2,869 million was 10 

per cent higher than in 1957, 7% per cent above 
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1956, and 20 per cent greater than in 1955 and 
1954", In his opinion, “the operation of the 
Agricultural Stabilization Board has a most 
definite bearing on farm income in Canada”, 
particularly in the case of commodities such 
as wool, for which the act has been effective 
in maintaining producer returns and stabilizing 
the sheep industry in the face of a very sharp 
drop in world prices; also, support for sugar 
beets had increased productionwthout the danger 
of creating a surplus, as Canada is deficient in 
domestic supplies of sugar. 


The Minister then pointed to the main areas of 
actual or potential difficulty in the agricultural 
picture for Canada — the total world surplus 
poSition of grain and dairy products, and increases 
in Canadian egg and pork production beyond domestic 
requirements and available export markets. For 
commodities under price support (such as eggs 

and pork), he stated that “the Government can 
continue to maintain reasonably good prices 

under the operations of the Stabilization Act 

only as long as there is no serious over-production". 
However, if such over-production were to occur, 
the flexibility of the Act permits necessary 
corrective action. The Minister emphasized this 
point by reference to the hog surplus arising 
from the effect of vertical integration in large 
scale hog production. He gave warning that, “If 
the present continues, then consideration must be 
given to withdrawing price support for this type 
of operation ... I do not intend to operate the 
Stabilization Act for the benefit of anyone 
except bona fide farmers and, of course, the 
consumers”. 


Among the encouraging features of the Agricultural 
Situation, Mr. Harkness singled out the substantial 

export market for livestock and meats in the 

United States, the increase of 16 per cent in 

domestic disappearance of pork during 1958, the 
strong position of the domestic cattle market, 

and the continuing export demand for Canadian 
cereal grains. (Address by the Hon. Douglas S. 

Harkness, Minister of Agriculture, to the Meat 
Packers Council, Montreal). 


February 13 Support for Processing Peaches. The Agricultural 


Stabilization Board announced price support in 

the form of a deficiency payment for processing 
peaches grown in British Columbia in 1958, It 

offered to pay producers the amount by which 


February 13 


February 23 


February 24 
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their average return for No. 1 peaches, 2 inch-— 
minimum, delivered at processing plants in the 
province, was less than the guaranteed support 
level of $84.43 per ton. This price was about 
89 per cent of the base price of $94.87 per ton. 
OP: Gt 19591812 


Supplementary Quota on Soft Spring Wheat. To 
obtain sufficient quantities of Soft White Spring 
Wheat to meet mill requirements, the supplementary 
quota of five bushels per acre authorized on 
November 5, 1958 was increased to ten bushels per 
seeded acreleffective February 16)at the designated 
delivery points of producers holding special permits 
for delivery of this type of wheat. (Canadian Wheat 
Board: Instructions to the Trade re Quotas, 
(General) No. 21). 


Meat Inspection Act. This "Act respecting the 
Inspection of Meat and Meat Products entering 

into International and Interprovincial Trade” 

came into effect on March 1, 1959 by proclamation. 
It was passed in 1955 but was not proclaimed until 
regulations had been drawn up for enforcement under 
it from the date the Act became operative. The new 
Meat Inspection Regulations revoke those previously 
effective under the Meat and Canned Foods Act. 

They provide for registration of establishments in 
which animals and poultry are slaughtered and/or 
processed, for inspection of premises, livestock, 
carcasses and meat products, for establishment of 
standards for packaging, and for labelling and 
marking requirements. Parts V and VI of the 
regulations set out the requirements which must | 
be met respectively by exported or imported live-— 
stock and livestock products and poultry. (P.C. 
1959_192 February 19; Proclamation dated February 
23) 


Interim Payment on 1957_58 Wheat.. The Minister 
of Trade and Commerce announced that western 
producers would receive an interim payment of 

ten cents per bushel on all grades of wheat 
except the top grades of durum, for which the 
interim payment was to be 15 cents per bushel. 
Payments totaled $38.8 million on deliveries of 
376.9 million bushels of wheat to the Board during 
the 1957_58 crop year. Producers reduced durum 
acreage by 50 per cent in 1958 as a reflection 

of the changes in marketing potential during the 
previous two years. In addition, from August 1 
that year regular specified acreage quotas 
applied to durum, as did the same initial payment 
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rates as for corresponding grades of hard spring 
wheat. (House of Commons Debates, p.1363). 


February 25 International Sugar Agreement. A new five— 
year international sugar agreement, adopted at 


the Final Plenary Session of the United Nations 
Sugar Conference in Geneva on October 24, 1958 

and signed by Canada on December 23, 1958, was 
tabled in both Houses of Parliament in Ottawa. 

It came into effect provisionally on January l, 
1959, The new agreement was patterned substantially 
along the lines of the 1953 1.S.A. as amended in 
1956. The changes took into account the more normal 
level of sugar stocks held by exporting countries 

in 1958, as opposed to their substantial surpluses 
of sugar when the 1953 agreement was concluded. 


A number of the changes benefitted the importing 
countries which were members of the agreement. 

The price range of 3.25 to 4.00 cents per pound 
f.a.s, Cuba remained unchanged. There was a new 
provision for increasing export quotas in effect, 
by 2% per cent when the prevailing price exceeded _ 
3.75 cents, unless the Sugar Council agreed other_— 
wise, Under the new 1.S.A., exporters to the 

free market were obligated to hold at least 12% 
per cent of their basic #export tonnage as a 
minimum reserve instead of the ten per cent 
required under the 1953 agreement, for the purpose 
of relieving a tight market situation. Exporters 
must report to the Council by May 15 each year 
rather than by the September 30 date specified 

in the old agreement, as to whether they would 

be unable to fill their quotas. 


As Canada imports more than 80 per cent of her 
domestic sugar requirements, stability of import 
prices was considered a matter of some concern. 
(Senate Debates, and Votes and Proceedings of 
the House of Commons of Canada; International 
Sugar Agreement). 


February 26 Food and Drug Regulations, Several changes in 
the sections of the Food and Drug Regulations 
pertaining to foods became effective. A new 
section covering “modified skimmed milk" defined 
it as “skim milk to which has been added milk 
solids and which contains not less than 11 per 
cent milk solids and otherwise conforms to the 
Standard for skim milk". The definitions of 
vegetable fats and oils and animal fats and oils 
were broadened to allow the inclusion of Class IV 
preservatives in all except milk fat. Changes 
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in the tables which set out the tolerance levels 
of chemicals and pesticides permissible on 
specified fruits and vegetables provided for the 
deletion of Aramite as too toxic for any tolerance, 
the addition of two new chemicals, Phygon and 
Sevin, and a modification of the tolerance levels 
of pesticides or of "Stop Mould B" allowed on 
Specified fruits and vegetables, (P.C. 1959_226). 


March 7 International Veterinary Organization. Canada 
officially became the 63rd member of the veterinary 


medical organization known as the Office International 
des Epizooties (0.1.E.), which has its headquarters 
in Paris, France. 


Under agreement with the FAO, the 0.I.E. acts as 
the international collection and reporting agency 
on the incidence and spread of serious animal 
diseases and control measures used by various 
countries. As a member, Canada will receive reports 
and detailed information which will be extremely 
useful to the Department of Agriculture in its 
animal disease control responsibilities. 


Canada will participate in the agreement as a 
member country under Category III of the Charter, 

at an annual subscription of some $1,400. Belgium, 
the Netherlands and Spain are other member countries 
in this category. (Instrument of Adherence executed 
and issued by the Secretary of State for External 
Affairs). 


March 10 International Wheat Agreement.. Negotiations re— 
sulted in a new International Wheat Agreement 


which was later submitted to some 44 governments 
for ratification as a replacement of the 1956 
IWA due to expire July 31, 1959. 


Under the new three-year agreement, the maximum 
price was set at $1.90 per bushel for No. 1 
Manitoba Northern Wheat at the Lakehead instead 
of the previous $2.00, but the floor price of 
$1.50 remained unchanged. The United Kingdom 
rejoined the Agreement as an importing country. 


several other changes in the terms of the pact 
were intended to encourage the expansion and 

flow of international trade in wheat. It became 
the continuing obligation of individual importing 
countries to purchase from exporting members when 
prices are below the maximum price the percentage 
of their annual commercial imports specified in 
the annex to the new Agreement. In the 1949, 
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1953 and 1956 Agreements, exporting countries under-— 
took to supply guaranteed quantities to importing 
countries when prices reached the maximum; and 
importing countries agreed to purchase guaranteed 
quantities from exporting countries when prices 
dropped to the minimum price. In the new Agreement, 
when prices reach the maximum, the exporters’ 
obligations to supply at that price are limited _ 
to the average commercial purchases of the import— 
ing countries over a representative period of years. 
At the same time, importing countries are released 
from their percentage obligations, if they wish to 
obtain their commercial needs from any other source 
during the maximum price period. The Agreement 
covers not only cash deals, as in the 1956 pact, 

but also barter deals and giveaways. 


The International Wheat Council will have authority 
to hold an annual review of the world wheat situation, 
including developments in national production, 

stocks, prices and trade, surplus disposals and 
special transactions. (Department of Trade and 
Commerce Press Release; House of Commons Debates.) 


March 10 Farmers’ Delegation. Prime Minister Diefenbaker 
and members of the Cabinet received a brief from 
the delegation of western farmers, who were seeking 
some $300 millicn in deficiency payments on grain 
to offset rising production costs. Mr. Diefenbaker 
told the delegation that the government would “make 
a continuing study of that problem" but he repeated 
the objections he made in the summer of 1958 to 
deficiency payments —~ they would benefit mainly 
the larger farmers, impede adjustments to changing 
farm technology, and result in disparity of payments 
among Western areas. It was also “more than likely" 
that if the subsidies were paid on oats and barley, 
the United States would react by excluding imports | 
of Canadian oats and barley, or else impose counter-— 
vailing duties equal to the deficiency payments. 
(The Ottawa Journal). 


March 10 Wheat and Barley for Poland. The Canadian Wheat 
Board signed an agreement with the Polish Govern 
ment purchasing agency for the purchase of 150,000 
tons of wheat. This was the final instalment of 
wheat under an agreement signed with Canada some 
three years before. Individual purchase trans_— 
actions were to be negotiated by the Canadian 
Grain trade as agents of the Wheat Board. Negotiations 
were also proceeding with Poland for the purchase of 
100,000 tons of Canadian barley. The shipment of 
both grains from Canada took place by July 31. 


March 19 


March 20 
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Both wheat and barley were to be purchased under 
credit facilities extended by the government through 
the export credits insurance corporation on the same 
terms as previously granted to Poland — repayment 
over a three_year period. (House of Commons Debates, 
p. 1774). 


Agricultural Products for Relief. Department of 
External Affairs estimates discussed in the House 
of Commons provided for expenditures on wheat, 
flour and dry skimmed milk as special contributions 
(not under the Colombo Plan) to international relief 
agencies and organizations. Payments of up to $1.5 
million were authorized for the purchase of flour 
to be given to the United Nations relief and works 
agency for Palestine refugees in the Near East 
until March 31, 1960. A further $13.5 million 

was voted for the purchase of wheat and flour to 
relieve food shortages in Commonwealth countries 

in south and southeast Asia during the same period. 


An amount of $951,634 was authorizedfor reimburse 
the Agricultural Stabilization Board for dry skimmed 
milk delivered to Canadian seaboard.as a donation 

to international relief agencies during the fiscal 
year 1958.59. Donations to March 31 totaled about 
13.6 million pounds. (House of Commons Debates, 

pp. 2051-6). 


Compensation for Rabies Losses.— Under a federal-_ 
provincial_municipal form of assistance, owners 
could apply for compenaation on animals certified 
by federal veterinarians as having died from rabies 
on or after April 1, 1958. Responsibility for 
initiating the plan was to rest with the county 
authorities, who would value the animals and pay 
the owners, bear 20 per cent of the cost and claim 
80 per cent of their expenditure — 40 per cent 
from the province and 40 per cent from the federal 
government. 


Negotiations were underway between the federal and 
Ontario departments of agriculture to work out 
details of the scheme. 


Maximum values for compensation purposes were set 
at $250 for cattle, $100 for horses, and $40 for 
sheep, swine and goats. The livestock toll 
recorded between April 1, 1958 and February 28, 
1959 in Ontario included 1,149 cattle, 48 horses, 
122 sheep, 19 hogs and one goat. 
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This program was not undertaken as a disease con- 
trol measure under the provisions of the Animal 
Contagious Diseases Act, but to help offset heavy 
economic losses and encourage farmers to report 
suspected rabies infection. (House of Commons 
Debates, pp.2070-1). 


March 23 - Hog Price Support. The Minister of Agriculture 
announced in the House of Commons the annual 
support price for hogs for the period April l, | 
1959 to March 31, 1960. He said that the exist-— 
ing support level ~ basis $25.00 per 100 pounds 
warm dressed weight for grade A carcasses delivered 
to public stockyards in Toronto and Montreal, with 
appropriate prices for other markets —~ would con- 
tinue to be effective until September 30, 1959. 
For the period October 1, 1959 to March 31, 1960, 
the support price would drop to $23.65 per 100 
pounds, same basis, which is the mandatory level 
of 80 per cent of the previous ten-year average. 


Mr. Harkness stated that hog marketings during 

the last quarter of 1958 and first quarter of 

1959 had been running at unusually high levels. 

As a result, hog prices remained at or close to 
the support level and considerable stocks had 
accumulated in the hands of the Agricultural 
Stabilization Board. It was the Minister's 
Opinion that the guaranteed price under the 
stabilization program had been a factor in | 
accelerating production through vertical inte_- 
gration. He therefore directed the Stabilization 
Board and officers of the Department to explore 
the method of stabilizing hog prices through a 
deficiency payment to producers. Under this plan 
producers would be paid the difference between 

the average price they received and the prescribed 
Support price, This method would make it possible 
to withhold payments from commercial organizations 
operating under the so-called vertical integration 
plan and to limit payments to any individual to a 
specific number of hogs delivered, (House of 
Commons Debates, pp.2132_3). 


March 24 Freight Rate Reduction.— A resolution was in_ 
troduced in the House of Commons to authorize: 
the Board of Transport Commissioners to require 
railway companies receiving the 17 per cent 
general increase in non-competitive class and 
commodity rates from December 1, 1958, to reduce 
these rates, as directed, in return for a com-— 
pensatory subsidy. The proposed subsidy would 
amount to $20 miliion over a 12-month period, or 
an estimated seven per cent reduction in rates, 
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thus decreasing the 17 per cent increase to ten 
per cent. The exact reduction in rates would 
depend on the pattern and volume of traffic. 


The Minister of Transport said that at the end 

of this 12-month period it was hoped that a report 
on a comprehensive government inquiry into matters 
affecting the railways would be available. Conu 
sideration could “then be given to means of further 
relieving the unfair discriminatory burden of the _ 
freight rate structure. In the meantime the govern— 
ment does not propose to permit any further general 
increases in railway freight rates”. 


The 17 per cent general increase also applied to 
rates by joint rail_water routes which are 
differentially related to the rail rates, but did_ 
not affect statutory rates on grain and grain pro— 
ducts, import and export related rates, and inter_— 
national rates between the United States and Canada; 
nor did the board authorize increases in competitive 
rates, as the making of these rates lies with the 
railways and is governed by competition. Subsidiz_ 
ation of the "normal" rates (non-competitive class 
and commodity rates and related joint rail_water 
rates) which had takenthe full percentage increases 
authorized by the board over many years, would 
concentrate the benefits on the long-haul traffic 
where rates had not been kept down by competition. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp.1207-9). 


Oats and Barley Payments, The final payment on the 
1957_58 crop of No. 1 C.W. six_-row barley was announced 


as 10.864 cents per bushel, and on No. 1 C.W. oats as 
7.295 cents per bushel. These two pools were closed 
on February 27, 1959. 


_ The average final payment for barley was 5.258 cents 


a bushel, The 1957_58 pool included 116.4 million 
bushels of that year's crop and an additional one 
million bushels from the 1956_57 account. Unsold 
stocks of 6.7 million bushels were transferred to the 
1958_59 pool account. The net surplus for distribution 
(after deduction of expenses and the P.F.A.A. one per 
cent levy) was about $6.1 million. 


On the oats pool, containing 57.8 million bushels 

of 1957_crop grain and 2.5 million bushels trans— 
ferred from the 1956_57 account, the net surplus 

for distribution totaled about $2.07 million. An 
unsold balance of 14.1 million bushels was transferred 
to the 1958_59 pool. (House of Commons Debates, March 
25, pp. 2221-2; Free Press Weekly Prairie Farmer, April 
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April 7 Lakehead Grain Rates. — The Board of Grain Commissioners 

cancelled all maximum freight rates for grain 

shipped from the Lakehead to other Canadian ports 

this season, aS the opening of the Seway was ex— 

pected to result in lower rates. For a number of 

years, prevailing rates had been below the maximum 

set by the board, and were currently about 3% cents 
below the 1958 maximum of 16 cents per bushel. 


Under the Inland Water Freight Rates Act the board 
must report to the government any apparent deficiency 
of cargo space, excessive freight charges or dis— 
crimination in rates, and may prescribe, vary or 
remove maximum rates to suit prevailing conditions. 
It would continue to tabulate all tariffs and rates 
filed with it for carriage of grain and would de_ 
termine the rates of freight that prevail this 
season. (Information from Board of Grain 
Commissioners) . 


April 9 ts Agriculture in the Budget.. The Minister of Finance 
brought down his budget. In reviewing the past 
year he stated that "the aggregate income of Canadian 
farmers improved substantially in 1958. Net farm 
income rose by 24 per cent. This was largely the 
result of higher returns from livestock and animal 

- products, Farm cash income was only two per cent 
below the all-time high reached in 1952 and on a 

per capita basis for all those employed in agriculture 
cash income was the highest ever recorded. Government 

- action in aid of agriculture and agricultural exports 
contributed directly to this improvement.” 


The Minister mentioned that despite the recession 

in the United States market in 1958, Canadian ex_ 
ports of merchandise were maintained at the record 
level of 1957 and there were substantial gains in 
exports of beef cattle, wheat and farm implements. 
He was confident that some reduction in discriminatory 
trade barriers against our products, and expansion 
in export opportunities would follow the decision 

of the United Kingdom and a number of other European 
Governments last December to make their currencies 
convertible. Though many of the first tariff | 
reductions extended in January 1959 by the newly— 
established European economic community were made 
available to all members of the GATT, there were 
pressures within the community to increase dis-— 
crimination against the outside world in the field 
of trade quotas and there was the possibility of 
higher European tariffs at a later date. The 
Minister warned Canadian producers that unless pro- 
duction costs could be kept in line with those in 
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other important trading countries we would find it 
increasingly difficult to sell our goods abroad 

and meet the competition of imports at home. , 
Federal contributions to the provinces for the pro- 
motion of agriculture in 1959_60 were estimated at 
$1.6 million, the same as for 1958_59. 


The main changes announced in the customs tariff 
related to seasonal duties on fruits and vegetables 
and arose out of recommendations of the tariff _ 
board’s extensive report which was tabled in par_— 
liament on November 17, 1957. The duty on potatoes, 
both table and seed, became 374 cents per cwt. 
throughout the year. This gave Canada reciprocity 
with the rates applied by the United States to the 
bulk of our potato shipments to that country. The 
seasonal duty on imported peaches remained at 1% 
cents a pound, but was to be in force for 14 instead 
of nine weeks each year. The rate on apples became 
the same as that of the United States: 1/4 cent 

a pound all year round instead of free for ten 
weeks and 3/8 cent a pound for the rest of the year. 


The special seasonal duties were increased or the 
seasonal period improved, or both, for the following 
products: asparagus, Brussels sprouts, cabbage, 
carrots, cauliflower, celery, corn—on—the_-cob, 
cucumbers, lettuce, onions, peppers, parsnips, 
apricots, sour cherries, pears and prunes. An 
additional duty of five per cent was to be charged 
on green beans, Brussels sprouts, carrots, beets, 
cauliflower, lettuce, peas, parsnips and corn-on-— 
the_cob when imported in season in consumer_type 
packages. 


The out-of-season duty for most products continued 

at ten per cent; but for a number of impértant 
products a period of free entry was to be permitted 
during part or all of the off-season. These off- 
season arrangements applied to\,beans, cabbage, carrots, 
cauliflower, celery, lettuce, peppers, tomatoes, 
cantaloups, pears, plums and strawberries. For canned 
and frozen products, there were modest increases of 
duty consequential upon the increased protection 
received by the fresh products. These increases 
applied to asparagus, Brussels sprouts, apricots, 
cherries, peaches and prunes. Preferential rates 

on some canned fruits from Commpnwealth countries 

were adjusted so as to maintain existing preferential 
margins. (House of Commons Debates). 


April 13 - Agricultural Offshore Sales.— The Minister of 
ite Agriculture gave the House of Commons figures on 
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offshore sales by the Agricultural Stabilization 
Board of cheese, dry skimmed milk, and eggs be- 

tween January 1, 1958 and March 12, 1959. His 
statement showed that 12.39 million pounds of 

cheese, for which the Agricultural Stabilization 
Board had paid 34 cents per pound, had been sold 

to the United Kingdom, at 29 cents per pound ex, 
warehouse. A total of 2.3 million pounds of spray 
process skim milk powder, sold for human consumption 
at a price of 9.05 cents per pound ex warehouse, went 
to several Caribbean and South American countries. 
Some 121,550 pounds of roller process skim milk 
powder was sold to the British West Indies and the 
Dominion Republic for human consumption, at 7.55 
cents per pound. Belgium, Denmark and Italy together 
bought 51.64 million pounds of dry skimmed milk for 
feed purposes —~ 15.58 million pounds of spray process 
product at 5.00 cents per pound ex warehouse and 
36.06 million pounds of roller process — at from 
3.15_4.30 cents per pound same basis. 


The board had purchased its holdings of spray process 
dry skimmed milk at 17 cents per pound and of roller 
process at 14 cents, at the warehouse from January 

1 —~ April 30, 1958, and at 15 and 12 cents respectively 
from May 1, 1958 to March 12, 1959. 


Most of the 371,862 cases of shell eggs were sold 
at 2536.5 cents per dozen to Venezuela, and the 
remainder to Mexico at 25 cents per dozen. Egg 
powder sales to West Germany totaled 57,850 
pounds at 53 cents per pound ex warehouse. In 
addition, some 7.8 million pounds of egg melange 
were sold to West Germany, Switzerland and Italy 
at prices ranging from 9.5 to 14.5 eents per pound 
ex warehouse. The powder and melange had been 
processed from shell eggs bought by the board at 
the support level of 38 cents per dozen for Grade 
A Large and 31 cents for Grade B delivered}. Ware_ 
houses across Canada. For Grade A large shell eggs 
the Board had paid 38 cents per dozen delivered 
warehouses throughout Canada from January 1 to 
May 4, 1958, and 44 cents delivered warehouse, 
Montreal from May 5, 1958 to March 12, 1959. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.2652). 


April 15 Wool Deficiency Payments. To the end of March 
1959 the Agricultural Stabilization Board paid 
$1.37 million for 41,979 claims on 4.9 million 
pounds of wool under the wool deficiency payment 
program which was effective from April 1, 1958 to 
March 31, 1959. Some wool grade certificates, 
mostly from the Atlantic Provinces, were still 
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to be processed for payment. The deficiency pay-— 
ment was 28 cents per pound of eligible wool. It 
was calculated as the difference between the 
average price f.o.b. Toronto for Western Range 
Choice, half blood staple, which amounted to 32 
cents, and 60 cents a pound. (Department of 
Agriculture Press Release No. 958). 


Dairy Price Supports. The Minister of Agriculture 
announced in the House of Commons price supports 

for dairy products for the period May 1, 1959 ~ April 
30, 1960. The support price on butter was to con 
tinue at 64 cents per pound for Canada First Grade, 
basis delivery Montreal and Toronto. 


On First Grade cheddar cheese the support price 

was set at 32 cents per pound f.o.b. warehouse in 
Ontario, and 314 cents per pound delivered Montreal 
for Quebec cheese. In addition, producers were to 
receive a payment of 25 cents per 100 pounds of 
milk delivered for the manufacture of cheese on the 
Same basis as other milk delivered for manufacturing 
purposes. These complementary rates were intended 
to provide an effective support level of 34.8 

cents per pound for Ontario cheese and 34.3 cents 
for the Quebec product — 0.8 cent“higher than the 
prevailing support price. 


Because some 103 million pounds of dry skimmed milk 
surplus to 1958 domestic requirements were purchased 
by the Agricultural Stabilization Board, the support 
price from May | to September 30, 1959 for spray- 
process product was to be reduced to ten cents per 
pound from 15 cents; and for roller process, to 
eight cents from 12 cents per pound, for Canada 
First Grade, basis in storage Montreal. In addition 
to this support price, all milk producers who did 
not sell any of their milk within the fluid bottled 
milk market would receive 25 cents per 100 pounds 

of milk delivered for manufacturing. The net result 
would be to reduce producers' returns by 15 cents 
per 100 pounds of milk used for manufacturing purposes. 
On and after October 1, 1959, the support price for 
powder would be discontinued. Mr. Harkness stated 
that “price support on skim milk powder is being 
continued for the five-month period, to the end 

of September, to provide the dairy industry with 

a period of readjustment, so that the diversion of 
milk now used for the manufacture of powder and the 
production of cheese, casein and other manufactured 
dairy products may go forward without serious dis_— 
location in the dairy industry and loss to individual 
producers”. 
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The Minister said that the disposal of skim milk 
powder had been difficult, as the product could 
not be stored indefinitely without deterioration 
and there were “only two means of disposal open 
to us during the past year — sale as feed and 
turning over as gifts to international relief 
agencies”, Only 18.8 million of the 30 million 
pounds of skim milk powder offered as gifts to 
international relief agencies since January 1958 
had been taken. “In view of the impossibility 
of selling any considerable quantities of skim 
milk powder on f@reign markets, and of the limited 
amount which can be disposed of as gifts, it is 
apparent that our production of skim milk powder 
must be reduced", Mr. Harkness said. He summed 
up “the total effect of the change in the dairy 
price support program as follows: 


1, The farmer who delivered cream for butter 
only would get the same return as last year. 


2. The farmer who delivered milk for cheese- 
making would receive a small increase in 
his return. 


3. The farmer who delivered milk for manufacturing 

{ imto products other than cheese would receive a 
small decrease —~ about 15 cents per 100 pounds 
less than in 1958. 


4. The farmer who delivered to the fluid milk 
market and who had been receiving a price 
in some cases of up to $5 per 100 pounds for 
this milk, would not be paid any subsidy for 
the milk which he diverted into manufacturing. 
Thus the returns to the dairy farmers who had 
been delivering to different types of markets 
would be brought closer together than they 
have been in the past. 


5. The Canadian consumer of cheese and dry skim 
milk swould be able to secure these products 
at reduced prices." 


In his discussion of the Department of Agriculture 
estimates in the House, the Minister emphasized 
that "... the whole principle of support prices 

is that they will move up and down, depending 

on market conditions for the commodity, the supply 
of it and all sorts of other factors." In regard 
to the new support prices for dairy products, Mr. 
Harkness said that discussions were held over 
several weeks with all the dairy producing groups 
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in this country and their advice and recommendations 
were asked. (House of Commons Debates, April 23, 
pp. 2963-4; April 24, pp.3022-3044) . 


Railway Boxcar Distribution.._ The “Bracken Report” 
on the inquiry into “the distribution of railway 


boxcars for the movement of grain among country 
elevators at individual shipping points in Western 
Canada” was released. Mr. Bracken had been appointed 
to conduct the inquiry and “to recommend procedures 
or methods by which as high a degree of equity and _ 
efficiency as possible may be achieved in the afore-— 
said distribution of railway boxcars, particularly 
during periods of congestion ..." 


The problem arose because of bumper grain crops in 
Western Canada during the years 1951-1956 inclusive, 
lack of export markets to absorb available supplies, 
and the resultant pile-up of unsold grain in elewators 
and on Prairie farms — the largest ever experienced 

in any five_year period. 


In brief, the report recommended that a farmer be 
allowed to deliver his grain to theelevator of his 
choice and that farmer_owners of elevators be free 
to use their own facilities for all their elevator 
business if they wished. It suggested that elevator 
operations at local points and between elevator com- 
panies become more fully competitive in regard to 
boxcar distribution and that co-ordination among 

the elevator companies, the railways and the terminals 
be invited by the Canadian Wheat Board to eliminate 
the wasteful pile-up of unloaded cars, especially 

at congested local elevator points. 


It was recommended that delivery quota uniformity 
be maintained if it did not interfere with sales 
efficiency or use of elevator space; that the 
Canadian Wheat Board allocation of shipping orders 
to different elevator companies and by these com-— 
panies to their locals, be based on the current _ 
business earned by each; that the practice of em_— 
bargoing shipments from full elevators at points 
where competing elevators had space and were free 
to take in new business be discontinued; and that 
each elevator at a shipping point be enabled to 
compete fairly with the others by the receipt of 
sufficient shipping orders from its parent 
company, and sufficient cars from the railway:, 
to keep it from being “plugged” and thus out of 
business while others were not. 


The report also proposed that no procedure be 
allowed to interfere with the commendable Canadian 
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Wheat Board sales program of bringing forward the 

kinds and grades of grain most needed to meet 
‘market requirements, but that its secret basis 

of allocating shipping orders (cars) and apportioning 

business among companies be discarded and the dis-_— 

tribution be based on the total current business __ 

done by each under conditions of fair competition —- 

actual deliveries by farmers to the elevator of 

each company. Further recommendations included 

retention of the Car Order Book Provisions of 

the Canada Grain Act, review of the uneconomic 

effects of the quota system to bring it to a 

“degree of economic justice”, and modification 

of the permit system to allow producers at single 

elevator points an alternative choice of elevators 

such as exists for producers at multiple elevator 

points, 


In order to decrease the carryover the report re- 
commended that submarginal land be removed from 
production and alternative employment opportunities 
be created for farmers thus. dispossessed. 


April 30 Rail Freight Reduction on Meats.— In order to meet 
truck competition, reductions in rail freight rates 


on fresh and cured meats and some packing house 
products shipped from western Canada to points as far 
east as Montreal became effective on April 30, 1959, 
and on meats and additional packing house products 
Shipped to points east of Montreal from May 22. -Icing 
charges were included in the new rates. For meats, 

the reductions averaged 30-40 per cent on shipments 

to Montreal and 16_19 per cent to points farther east. 
There was no change in rail freight rates on livestock 
shipped from the West to eastern Canada. (Canadian 
Freight Association Eastbound Tariff No. 103-S, April 
24 and May 15, 1959). 


May 1 Dairy Products Import Controls. Import controls were 


to apply for a further one-year period from May l, 
1959 on butterfat in various forms, cheddar cheese and 
dry skimmed milk. (P.C. 1959_713, June 9). 


May 1 Dry Skimmed Milk Gift. The Canadian Government con— 
tributed 1.65 million pounds of dry skimmed milk, 
valued at $247,500, to Turkey through CARE. Shipping 
costs of some $50,000 were financed by Ontario dairy 
producers. (Department of External Affairs communique). 


May 4 Bovine Tuberculosis.- The Department of Agriculture 
announced that all of Canada had become a restricted 
area for the eradication of bovine tubercolosis and 
that 95 per cent of the 11 million domestic cattle 
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had been tested at least once. The percentage of 
infection was currently less than 0.2 per cent across 
Canada. (Department of Agriculture Press Release) . 


Egg Price Support.— An order in council provided 


that the support level for eggs on the basis of 

44 cents per dozen for Grade A Large packed and 
delivered Montreal would continue for a further 

12 months from May 5, 1959. In making this 
announcement in the House on May ¢, Mr. Harkness 
said that because of steadily rising large-scale 
commercial production, eggs were still being 
offered to the Stabilization Board in unprecedented 
volume and disposal abroad was difficult due to 
developing surpluses in other countries. For this 
reason he had directed the Board to develop a 
deficiency payment method of price support for 
€ggs as soon as possible, rather than to con— 
tinue the present “offer to purchase" program. 


The payment to producers would be calculated on 
“the difference between the actual market price 
for shell eggs for the period concerned and the 


prescribed support price. As for hogs, this method 
of support would make it possible to withhold pay-— 
ments#from commercial organizations operating under 
vertical integration, or to restrict payments to 

a specific volume of eggs delivered by any one 
producer in a given period. (P.C. 1959_551; 

House of Commons Debates, May 7, p.3409). 


Food-for_Peace Conference.— Representatives of 
five major wheat-exporting countries — Argentina, 
Australia, Canada, France and United States _— 

and the director-general of the FAO, met in 
Washington on May 5 and 6 at a conference called 

by President Eisenhower and convened by United 
States Secretary of Agriculture Benson, to deal 
with the utilization of surplus food products 

"in the interest of reinforcing peace". The 
conference suggested that the objectives in mind 
could best be reached by considering projects to 
raise consumption of food among especially deficient 
groups in the population of the recipient countries; 
by projects to aid economic development, and by 
projects to establish national food reserves. _ 
There was general agreement that effective con- 
sultation on the utilization of surplus food 
products would lessen misunderstandings and prevent 
interference with commercial markets. In this 
connection the conference recognized that the 

world wheat supply situation and price levels are 
disturbed by the stimulation of production by 

high price supports and other measures. 
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A five_nation wheat utilization committee, composed 
of senior officials of the governments represented 
there, was set up to consider, among other things: 


1. possibilities of expanding the world*s commercial 
trade in wheat, including the development of 
new markets; 


2. ways of increasing and making more effective 
the utilization of wheat surpluses for the 
promotion of economic development and the 
improvement of nutritional standards; 


3. co-ordination of disposal programs for economic 
development with other development activities 
in the recipient countries so as to ensure _ 
that such programs would contribute fully to- 
ward increasing consumption and commercial 
markets; and 


4, the establishment of guide lines for providing 
wheat to individual countries on concessional 
terms, and the safeguarding of commercial 
marketings. 


The first meeting of this consultative committee 
was expected to be called in June, with Mr. Benson 
as convenor. There was also discussion of the 
advantages of holding similar consultations on 
other food commodities and with other nations. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp.3410 and 3457_8). 


Saskatchewan's Brief on Land Use.-_ The Saskatchewan 
Government presented its brief to the Senate 

Special Committee on Land Use in Canada. The brief 
indicated that apparently from one-third to one_ 
half of Saskatchewan's 103,000 farms did not possess 
sufficient resources in 195] — and still less in 
1958 — to produce a satisfactory income for the _ 
farmer and his family. Further, “the continued in- 
crease in farm costs coupled with lower prices for 
grains has more than offset the farm size increases 
which have occurred since 1950 ... fewer farms make 
it more difficult to provide rural services. At the 
same time, a lack of corrective programs and the 
‘cost_price squeeze’ have resulted in even more 
farms falling into the non-economic category." 

These non-economic units were mainly the result of 
low average yields, the long freight hauls, the 
export market,original settlement pattern, lack of 
adequate capital resources, immobility of labor 
resources in agriculture and restricted production 
alternatives. 
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Suggestions for programs to alleviate and reduce 
the low-income farm problem included: 


1. a comprehensive credit program to enable the 
low income farm to become an adequate-—sized 
farm; competent supervisory services for 
managerial help; and a repayment program 
related to the productive capacity of the 
expanded farm; . 


2. resources development, particularly in northern 
Saskatchewan (beyond e.F.R.A. boundary) where 
the small farm problem is most acute and 
grazing resources are limited; enlargement 
of community pastures and addition of a “reasonably 
sized beef cattle enterprise"; further water 
conservation and development; 


3, agricultural extension and farm management, in 
connection with the expanded credit program; 


4, programs to encourage movement from non-economic 
farms: expanded employment opportunities outside 
agriculture, and vocational training and education 
programs to equip farmers for alternative employ-— 
ment. The Saskatchewan Government has purchased 
some farms on unsuitable soils and assisted families 
in moving off these holdings. 


Three main areas of investigation were suggested to 
the Senate committee: research into alternative 
measures of farm size, ways and means of securing 
more accurate regional and intra_-regional information 
on farm income, and a study of the implications of 
vertical integration and contract farming for Canadian 
agriculture. (Proceedings of the Special Committee 

of the Senate on Land Use in Canada, No. 6, May 6 and 
7). 


Boxcar Demurrage.— Following the presentation of 
briefs by the three western wheat pools, the western 
farm unions and the line elevator companies to the 
federal government on April 29, the cabinet on May 

7 suspended temporarily the Board of Transport : 
Commissioners’ ruling which authorized Canadian rail_ 
ways to impose demurrage charges on loaded grain cars 
remaining at western terminal grain elevators for 
more than ten days after the official opening of 
navigation (April 24). This suspension was to allow 
the matter toreceive further consideration and study. 
(P.C, 1959_569; House of Commons Debates, May 13, 


p? 3618) 
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Support Prices for Cattle and Lambs.- 
Support prices for cattle and lambs for 


the 12-month period beginning April l, 

1959 were to continue at the mandatory 
support level — 80 per cent of the pre_ 
vious ten-year average (base) price for 
each, The new support price for the basic 
grade of cattle was calculated at $17.80 
per cwt. for Good steers, live, at loronto. 
This 30_ ccent_per_cwt. increase over the 
$17.50 support level for 195859 showed 
the effect on the ten_year average of 

high market prices for cattle in 1958. 


For lambs, the support price would remain 
at $19.55 per cwt. for the basic grade, 
"Good" lambs, at Toronto stockyards. 


These grades of steers and lambs were 
each currently selling at about $25 

on the Toronto market. (Department of 
Agriculture Press Release). 


Royal Commission on Railway Problems.— The 
Prime Minister announced the appointment 


of a royal commission to inquire into problems 
relating to railway transportation and the 
alleviation of inequities in the freight rate 
structure. In general, the commission was 
directed to enquire into the causes behind 
those problems and to recommend solutions 

to them; in particular it was to consider 

and report on: “(a) inequities in the 

freight rate structure, their incidence 

upon the various regions of Canada, and the 
legislative and other changes that can and 
Should be made in furtherance of national 
economic policy to remove or alleviate such 
inequities; (b) the obligations and limitations 
imposed upon the railways by law for reasons 
of public policy, and what can and should be 
done to ensure a more equitable distribution 
of any burden which may be found to result 
therefrom; (c) the possibilities of achieving 
more economical and efficient railway 
transportation; (d) whether and to what 
extent the Railway Act should specify what 
assets and earnings of railway companies 

in businesses and investments other than 
railways should be taken into account in 
establishing freight rates; and (e) such 
other related matters as the commissioners 
consider pertinent or relevant to the specific 
or general scope of the inquiry.” 
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Mr. Diefenbaker reminded the House that when the 
government ’s intention to set up a commission had 
been announced on November 26, 1958, western 
farmers were assured that “such review would not 
mean that they would have to pay more freight 

on the shipment of grain for export", because 

the Crowsnest Pass rates would not be altered. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp.3607_8) . 


Wool Price Support. Support for the 1959 wool 
clip was to remain at about the same level as in 
1958 under another deficiency payment program, 
effective from April 1, 1959 to March 31, 1960. 
Price support for the 1958 clip was calculated 
on the basis of 60 cents per pound for Western 
Range Choice, 58/60's half_blood staple, f.0.b. 
Toronto, The new support price was also 60 cents 


per pound for the average wholesale price of 


Western Range Choice 58/60’s, half-blood staple, 
and for Eastern Domestic 48/50's, quarter_blood 
staple combined. This prescribed price was about 
110.5 per cent of the ten-year average of the 

two grades, basis f.0.b. Toronto, slightly above 
the 110 per cent for the 1958 clip. The Agricultural 
Stabilization Board was authorized to pay growers 
one cent per pound on all grades of sheep's wool 
(except Rejects) delivered to registered ware 
houses throughout Canada, for each cent by which 
the average price of the basic grade of wool 

was less than 60 cents per pound. 


Support for the 1958 clip resulted in a Stabilization 
Board payment of 28 cents per pound on all eligible 
graded wool. Payments were expected to total 

more than $1.5 million. (P.C. 1959_603; House of 
Commons Debates, May 22, p.3921). 


Veterans' Land Act Amendment. The major change 
in the act was an amendment to “Part III ~— Farm 
Improvement Assistance", which increased to $20,000 
from the current $9,000 the maximum loan to full_ 
time veteran:farmers. The repayment period was 
lengthened to 30 years from 25, The purpose : for 
which loans might be used was broadened to include 
the purchase of live stock and equipment and the 
refinancing of existing indebtedness, and to 
increase the ratio of the loan to the security 
from the existing 66_2/3 per cent of the value 

of the real property to 75 per cent of the 
appraised value of the total security including 
land, buildings, basic herd livestock and farm 
equipment. Loans to part-time farmers and 
commercial fishermen were raised to a maximum 
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$10,000 from $8,100, provided that for $3,000 of 
the loan the veteran supplied $1 for every $3 
loaned. Previously he had to supply $1 for 
every $2 loaned on $1,400 of the total loan 
available under the V.L.A. 


In introducing this Bill into the House, the 
Minister of Veterans’ Affairs stated that con_ 
siderable study had for some time been given to 
the credit needs of Canadian agriculture, to the 
importance of the development of economically 
sound farm units and, as a result, to the extension 
of loan provisions under Part III of the act to 
make them more consistent with the conditions for 
loans under the Canadian Farm Loan Act. The | 
proposed revisions were intended to enable full_ 
time farming veterans already settled, to build 

up their enterprises to economic farm units, and 
to make it possible for full-time farming veterans 
not already settled, to become established on 

farm units that met present day requirements for 

a minimum family-size economic farm unit with its 
proper complement of livestock and farm equipment. 
(Bill C_50, An Act to amend the Veterans’ Land 
Act; House of Commons Debates, pp.3793_3798) . 


Excise Tax Act Amendment. The House of Commons 
passed an amendment to the Excise Tax Act which 
implemented the budget provisions effective from 
April 10, 1959, Changes of interest to agriculture 
included a rewording of two clauses in Schedule 

III which lists items exempted from sales tax. 

"Feed supplements for addition to poultry, cattle 
and other stock feeds" would in future also include 
“materials to be used exclusively in the manufacture 
thereof". The item “tanks for collecting milk" 
would also include materials used in their manufacture. 
(Bill C_47). 


Length and Mass Units Act; Weights and Measures 
Act, Amendments. A Senate bill to amend the 


Length and Mass Units Act, which was under discussion 
in that chamber, was designed to standardize the 
relationship between the yard and the metre at 

1 Can. yard = 0.9144 metre, and between the pound 

and the kilogram at 1 pound = 0.45359237 kilogram. 
Agreement was reached by Austraita, Canada, New 
Zealand, South Africa, the United Kingdom and the 
United States for the adoption of these international 
ratios. Canada had agreed to revise her legislation 
to bring it into line with the new values. 
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A bill to amend the Weights and Measures Act, under 
discussion in the Senate, proposed a corresponding 
change so that the ratios for the pound would be 

the same in both these acts. (Debates of the Senate, 
pp. 635_639) . 


May 19 Sugar Beet Support.— Price support for the 1959 
crop of sugar beets continued on the same basis as 
in 1958 — 93 per cent of the previous ten_year 
average gross price per pound of beet sugar in each 
of the three main producing areas of Canada. Pro- 
ducers were entitled to receive a deficiency payment 
equivalent to the amount by which their gross return 
per pound of sugar processed from beets was below 
9.79 cents in Alberta, 9.26 cents in Manitoba and 
-7,90 cents in Ontario and Quebec. These prices 
were fractionally lower than those guaranteed for 
the 1958 crop because the ten-year average had 
declined. 


The Minister of Agriculture announced that the 1958 
Sugar crop had not all been marketed but it was 
expected there would be some payment as sugar a 
prices had declined in recent months. (P.C, 1959_ 
608; House of Commons Debates, May 20, p.3835). 


May 19 Soybean Price Support. Price support for the 1959 
crop of soybeans was announced at $2.00 per bushel 


for the basic grade, Canada No. 2 or better, 14 

per cent moisture, delivered at elevator between 
July 1, 1959 and June 30, 1960. This prescribed 
price was 87 per cent of the previous ten_year 
average price and ten cents per bushel below the 
Support level for the 1958 crop. Producers became 
eligible to receive support for all grades of soy- 
beans in the amount by which the average market 
price for the basic grade was less than the support 
price. 


In the House of Commons on May 21, the Minister of 
Agriculture stated that, when the 1958 crop of 
soybeans had all been sold, it was estimated that 

the average price would be considerably below the 
Support price and that the Agricultural Stabilization 
Board would be liable for a substantial payment to 
producers. 


Mr. Harkness also mentioned that a reduction in 
the U.S. support level from $2.09 per bushel for 
the 1958 crop of soybeans to $1.85 for the 1959 
crop also reflected the market outlook for the 
coming year. (P.C. 1959_609: House of Commons 
Debates, May 21, p.3867). 
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May 20 Pork Canning Program.— Canning of some of the 70 
million pounds of pork held in cold storage by the 
Agricultural Stabilization Board began. A pork 
promotion campaign was underway to increase domestic 
consumption, and export outlets were being explored, 
although foreign sales would result in a loss to 
the Board. Normal storage at that season was about 
18 million pounds of pork. (Canada Department of 
Agriculture Farm News). 


May 20 South Saskatchewan River Dam.— At an inauguration 
ceremony on May 27, Prime Minister Diefenbaker, 
Agriculture Minister Harkness and Saskatchewan 
Premier Douglas were to officially “start” the 
construction work on the South Saskatchewan River 
Dam. This earth dam near Outlook, about 65 miles 
southwest of Saskatoon, will create an eight_million_ 
acre_feet_capacity reservoir to ensure the best 
use of water resources through river control, irrigation, 
power supply, urban water supply and recreation. The 
federal_provincial agreement authorizing the under— 
taking was approved by the federal parliament on 
September 1, 1958. (Department of Agriculture Press 


Release) . 
May 27 Export Credits Insurance Act Amendment. Second 


reading was given this Senate Bill. Principal 
Changes proposed were an extension of the powers 

of the corporation and a change in its management. 

At that time the corporation had authority to 
facilitate and develop trade between Canada and 

any other country and to enter into a contract of 
insurance with a Canadian exporter to insure him 
against any risk of loss in transactions with a 
foreign importer. The amendment gave the corporation 
authority to provide direct and unconditional 
guarantees to banks or other financing organizations, 
and also to buy, sell or make loans on guaranteed 
export paper. The second change removed the 

Governor of the Bank of Canada from the board of 
directors of the corporation as there might be 

a conflict of interest between his contact with 

banks by reason of his office, and banking operations 
resulting from the new authority of the corporation 
to transfer its guarantee to a bank. The management 
of the corporation would thus be left under the 
control of the Deputy Ministers of Trade and Commerce, 
and of Finance, and five other directors. 


The Minister of Finance would have power to pay the 
corporation, out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund, 

any money 1t might require to discharge any obligation 
assumed under its new powers. (Debates of the Senate, 
pp. 692_3° Bill 5.22), 
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May 29 | Support for Sunflower Seed. The Agricultural 
Stabilization Board was given authority to 
offer a support price of four cents :per pound 
for Canada No. 1 grade sunflower seed grown 
in Manitoba in 1959, This prescribed price was 
87 per cent of the ten-year average price of 4.6 
cents per pound, the same percentage as provided 
for soybeans, as products of both are competitive. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.4143). 


June 1 Flour and Dry Skimmed Milk Contributions. The 
Prime Minister announced in the House that the 


government had included in the supplementary 
estimates a $10-million item to provide Canadian 
flour for storage as a contribution to NATO food 
stockpiles in Europe. Subject to parliamentary 
approval, the government had also decided to make 
available free of charge an additional 20 million 
pounds of dried skim milk (valued at about $2.5 
million) to relief agencies, both national and 
international, for distribution to needy people, 
particularly children, in other parts of the 
world. Mr. Diefenbaker said that the remaining 
half of the 30 million pounds of dry skimmed 
milk set aside on the same basis for relief 
agencies during the past year, plus the additional] 
supplies thus made available, would be taken up 
by such agencies to further their humanitarian 
work, 


In reply to a question, the Minister of Agriculture 
stated that the total 50_million_pound contribution 
for relief purposes plus a few million more pounds 
“more or less contracted for" would not remove the 
surplus held by the government at the present time, 
let alone any further amounts acquired up to 
September 30 when the present purchase program for 
dry skimmed milk would end. (House of Commons 
Debates, pp.4189 and 4194). 


June 3 New Seeds Act._ The Senate gave first reading 
to Bill S-24, an Act respecting the Testing, 
Inspection and Sale of Seeds. The purpose of the 
bill was to revise the Seeds Act to meet recent 
trends and developments in the production, processing 
and merchandising of seeds, The Bill set out no 
substantive changes in policy and was in a form 
Similar to other agricultural statutes enacted 
in recent years. (Debates of the Senate, p.731). 


June 5 Wheat Payments. An average final payment of 
8.98856 cents per bushel on the 1957_58 wheat 
pool was announced by the Minister of Trade and 
Commerce. Surplus available for distribution 
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after closing of the pool on May 15, 1959 was 
$33,874,399, after providing for payment costs 
and Prairie Farm Assistance levy on the 376.9 
million bushels delivered, On wheat grading No. 
1 to No, 4 Northern, producers received 1957_58 
final payments of 11.898, 12.366, 7.616 and 
4.483 cents per bushel respectively, making total 
returns for that crop year of $1.621, $1.586, 
$1.498, and $1.396 for these grades. The final 
payments on No. 1 and No. 2 Amber Durum were 
19.209 and 20.156 cents per bushel respectively. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.4362). 


June 12 Rye Quota.— The Canadian Wheat Board increased 
the supplementary quota on rye from five to ten 
bushels per seeded acre. For farmers who 
had acreage seeded to rye in 1958, the minimum 
1959 delivery per farmer was raised to 300 bushels 
from 150. (Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to 
the Trade re Quotas (General), No. 24, 1958_59 Crop 
Season) . 


June 15 Farm Improvement Loans Act Amendment. — The Commons 
gave first reading to a bill to amend the Farm 


Improvement Loans Act. The amendment extended 

the provisions of the Act for a ufurther 3 1/4 

year period, April 1, 1959 — June 30, 1962. It 
raised the maximum individual loan to $7,500 from 
$5,000 and provided chartered banks with a federal 
guarantee against loss on loans totalling a maximum 
$300 million in the period. The interest rate on 
loans remained at five per cent. Loans were extended 
to beekeepers as “farmers”, and could also be 

used to purchase poultry as a class of livestock. 
In presenting this bill the Minister of Finance 
Stated that although the lending period under the 
Act ended March 31, 1959, lending operations had 
been continued by the banks on the understanding 
that the new bill would be introduced at this 
session of parliament. Loans in 1958 totaled 
$90.54 million, or 30.4 per cent above the $69.43 
million loaned in 1957: in the 1945_1958 period 
they amounted to $813.50 million. (House of 
Commons Debates, pp.4736_42 and 4756). 


June 15 Long-Term Mortgage Credit.._ The Minister of _ 
Agriculture introduced a resolution, after dis_ 
cussion of which the Commons gave first reading 
to the Bill to provide for the establishment of 
a system of long_term mortgage credit to farmers; 
for the incorporation therein of provisions of 
the Canadian Farm Loan Act and for the repeal of 
that act; and for the addition of a new type of 
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supervised farm mortgage credit. The proposed 
legislation authorized the establishment of 

a farm credit corporation, with an advisory 
committee the majority of whose members would 

be farmers or representatives of farm organizations. 
This corporation would have authority to make loans 
on two basic types of long-term mortgage. The first 
type would be similar to, but more extensive than, 
loans granted under the Canadian Farm Loan Act 
which was superseded by the proposed legislation. 
Authorized loans were to be made on 75 (previously 
65) per cent of the appraised value of the farm 
lands and buildings and the maximum loan was to 

be increased to $20,000 from $15,000. If a farmer 
desired supervision, it would be available through 
the Veterans‘. Land Act Administration for a small 
fee. 


The second type -of farm mortgage credit made 
provision for loans to farmers on the security of 
farm lands, buildings, livestock and equipment if 
the borrower were between the ages of 21 and 45 and 
had at least five years’ experience in farming, and 
if the farming enterprise to be established with 

the aid of the logan were an economic farm unit. 
Supervision would be provided, on a cost basis, to 
an applicant for a loan who submitted an acceptable 
plan of operation for his farm, and would. be a 
requirement as long as the amount of the loan exceeded 
65 per cent of the appraised value of lands and 2 
buildings. The plan formed part of the corporation-— 
owner agreement and would be modified by mutual 
consent or abandoned when the loan had been reduced 
to the agreed level. The maximum supervised loan 
was the lesser of: $27,500 or 75 per cent of the 
appraised value of lands and chattels given as 
security for the loan. Farm improvement loans 

would not be available to farmers securing a 
supervised loan under this part of the proposed 

act unless they had reduced the principal of the 
supervised loan below the lesser of $20,000, or 

65 per cent of the value of the farm lands on which 
the loan was secured. All loans had to be repaid 
within 30 years. 


There was provision for the transfer of existing 
Capital and operations of the Canadian Farm Loan 
Board to the farm credit corporation and for an 
increase to $200 million from $120 million in the 
maximum amount which could be borrowed from the 
Minister of Finance for use in lending operations. 
Another extension was the provision that the 
corporation might determine the method of repayment, 
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thus allowing the use of crop-share repayment when 
applicable. The definition of “farmer™ was widened 
to include co-operative farm associations and family 
farming corporations. In addition, if a person had 
two or more major occupations, one of which was 
farming, the corporation had the right to determine 
which of these was his principal occupation for 
purposes of this act. As in the Canadian Farm 
Loan: Act, there was to be no subsidization of 
interest rates. The corporation would be run on 

a self-sustaining business basis as are provincial 
and private schemes available to farmers. The 
Minister emphasized that the government intended 

to keep the cost to a minimum so that the cost 

of borrowed money to the farmer might be as low as 
possible. 


Mr. Harkness also said that data compiled by V.L.A. 
indicated that the provision of capital to enlarge 
and establish an economic farm unit which would 
ensure a reasonable return to the farmer was of 
major importance. He felt that the proposed farm 
credit act, together with the Veterans’ Land Act 

and the Farm Improvement Loans Act would provide 

the necessary federal participation in the farm 
credit field. However, “If experience shows that 
more is necessary for the improvement of farm family 
living, farm operating and farm purchase, this _ 
government will be prepared to give further con- 
sideration and introduce further legislation as 

may be deemed advisable". (House of Commons Debates, 
p. 4710; June 29, pp. 52545264). 


June 15 Fixed Value for Duty on Frozen Peas.— The fixed 
valuation for duty purposes on frozen peas, effective 


from February 12, 1958, was cancelled on all entries 
into Canada. The value had been computed on the net 
weight of goods imported, at (Can.) 11.25 cents per 
pound for Choice Grade, and 12 cents for Fancy Grade 
for peas in bulk ten pounds and over; at 15 cents 
and 16 cents respectively for these grades in 2% 
and 5_pound packages; and at $1.45 and $1.55 per 
dozen when packed in consumer packages of 12 ounces. 
(Department of National Revenue Appraisers Bulletin 
Misc. No. 3, Supplement No. 1). 


June 15 Storage on Excess Wheat Reserves. During the crop 
year 1958_59, the federal government paid carrying 


charges on 228, 264,478 bushels of wheat ~ the quantity 
in excess of 178 million bushels in storage at 

August 1, 1958, The rate of carrying charges paid was 
04780 cent per bushel per day, resulting in a total 
payment to the Canadian Wheat Board of $39,825,304. 
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These funds were allocated between the two operat— 
ing wheat pool accounts: $29,276,632 on the 1957_ 
58 pool account and $10,548,672 on the 1958_59 
pool account, (Supplementary Report of the 
Canadian Wheat Board on the 1957_58 Wheat Account 


1957-58 Oats Account, 1957-58 Barley Account, p.3). 


Prairie Grain Advance Payments.- Some 45,267 cash 
advances, totalling $34.3 million, were paid to 
western farmers on their 1958 crop of wheat, oats 
and barley on farms prior to delivery to the 
Canadian Wheat Board for marketing. Comparable 
figures for the 1957 crop were 50,411 advances 
amounting to $35.2 million. Advances in both years 
were calculated at the per_bushel rate of 50 cents 
for wheat, 20 cents for oats and 35 cents for barley. 
(information from Department of Trade and Commerce). 
age 
Honey Price Support. The Minister of Agriculture 
announced in Parliament that the Agricultural 
Stabilization Board had been authorized to support 
the 1959 crop of Canadian honey through a deficiency 
payment program. The Board offered to pay producers 
the amount by which the average Canadian price to 
producers for the basic grade, White No. 1 ex_ 
tracted honey, delivered in bulk at the plant of 
registered packers in the 12 months starting July 
1, 1959 might be below 13% cents per pound. This 
prescribed price was equivalent to 104 per cent 
of the ten_year average, compared with 12 cents, 
or 91 per cent, for the 1958 crop. Mr. Harkness 
mentioned that the number of colonies of bees in 
Canada has shown some decline in recent |. 
years, and that in 1958 domestic disappearance 
of honey was about three million pounds greater 
than Canadian production, The assistance should 
thus help maintain and stabilize.the Canadian 
honey industry. (House of Commons Debates, 
pp. 4761_2). 


Grain Prices... The Minister of Trade and Commerce 
announced that Canadian Wheat Board initial pay- 
ments on the basic grades of wheat, oats and _ 
barley would be the same as those for the 1958_59 
crop year in western Canada: Wheat — $1.40 per ; 
bushel, basis No. 1 Northern in store Fort William — 
Port Arthur or Vancouver; oats — 60 cents per _ 
bushel, basis No. 2 C.W., in store Fort William - 
Port Arthur; barley —~ 96 cents per bushel, basis 

No, 3 C.W, Six-Row, in store Fort William — Port 
Arthur. (House of Commons Debates, p. 4807). 
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Wheat Delivery Quota.. The delivery quota on all 
grades of 1958 crop Soft White Spring Wheat was 
removed effective June 22, 1959 and elevators 
were instructed to accept additional quantities _ 
from producers and record them in producers‘ de- 
livery permit books under “Supplementary Quotas". 
(Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to the Trade 
re Quotas (General) No. 25, 1958-59 Crop Season. 


Wheat Utilization Committee.. The five—nation 
Wheat Utilization Committee, established at the 


Washington Food_fdr—Peace conference on May 5 

and 6, 1959, held its first (organizational) 
meeting June 15_17 in that city. In attendance 
were senior officials representing Argentina, 
Australia, Canada, France, and the United 

States, Representatives of the FAO were present 
as observer_advisers. The committee established 

a working group in Washington to examine two topics 
prior to the next meeting, which was expected to 
take place there during the latter part of the 
year: (1) foreign market development activities 
of the United States and the possibility of 
broadened participation in such work; and (2) 

the feasibility of joint projects and studies : 
in relating wheat disposals «to economic develop- 
ment programs. 


The committee drew up general guidelines regarding 
wheat export operations for reference to member 
governments. These guidelines related primarily 
to the carrying out of non-commercial wheat 

export programs while safeguarding commercial 
export transactions. Meetings were expected to 

be held each spring and fall, and oftener if 
members felt that it was necessary. (U.S.D.A. 
Daily Summary). 


Grain Receipts. A unanimous Alberta Supreme 
Court decision stated that the federal government 
and the Canadian Wheat Board were within their 
powers in ordering that all western grain receipts 
were to be entered in farmers’ receipt books. 

The court upheld the conviction of a grain agent 
Charged with not entering a barley transaction 
against a farmer's pemit book. The agent main_ 
tained that the grain was bought and sold locally, 
did not cross provincial boundaries and was not 
exported, and therefore could not be controlled 
by the Board. 


The case was regarded as one of the last important 
tests involving the Canadian Wheat Board Act, all 
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other loopholes having been previously fought 

’ in the courts, In the Edmonton area alone, 
164 similar cases were awaiting this decision 
of the Supreme Court. (The Western Producer, 
p.4). 


June 18 Ontario Cherries. Under authority of the 
Agricultural Products Co-operative Marketing 
Act, the Minister of Agriculture entered into 
two agreements with an Ontario co-operative 
for the marketing of fresh frozen pitted sour | 
red cherries grown in Ontario. The first agree 
ment set out the terms for disposal of the 1958 
crop, and the second, those for delivery and 
marketing of the 1959 crop. (P.C. 1959_753 and 
P.C. 1959_754). 


June 22 Veterans’ Land Act Amendment. Final reading 
was given the bill amending the Veterans” Land 


Act and it was passed by the House of Commons. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.5024). 


June 24 Farm Improvement Loans Act Amendment. The 
House of Commons gave third reading to and 


passed the bill to amend the Farm Improvement 
Loans Act. (House of Commons Debates, p.5091). 


June 29 Crop Insurance. Discussion of this resolution 
began in Committee of the Whole on June 29 with 
an outline of the plan by the Minister of 
Agriculture, The resolution provided “for the 
payment of contributions and the making of loans 
by the Minister of Finance out of the consolidated 
revenue fund, in respect of the operation of pro- 
vincial schemes for crop insurance", Mr. Harkness 
Stated that two difficulties in setting up the 
scheme were the division of federal_provincial 
powers under the B.N.A. Act, which places property 
and civil rights under provincial jurisdiction and 
thus places barriers in the way of a wholly federal 
scheme, and the wide variation in conditions from 
province to province which would make a plan work — 
well in one province but not in another. To over— 
come these difficulties, the federal government 
would have to prescribe certain minimum requirements. 
If these were met by a scheme set up by provincial 
authorities the federal government could then make 
certain grants and loans, 


The crop insurance bill to be introduced would 
authorize the Minister, with the approval of the 
governor in council, to sign a separate agreement 
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with each of the provinces which requested it, 
for: 


"(1) payment byCanada of 50 per cent of the 
administration costs of any scheme set up by 
a province; 


“(2) payment by Canada of 20 per cent of 
the premiums charged; 


(3) loans to the provinces in the amount 
of 75 per cent of the amount required to meet 
indemnity commitments less $200,000." 


In explanation of this point the Minister 

said that a province would be expected to 

bear a loss of up to $200,000 when premiums 
fell short of indemnity commitments, but that 
the federal government would loan the province 
up to 75 per cent of any deficit in excess of 
this amount. This loan provision would help 
prevent provincial finances becoming crippled 
if they encountered one or two bad years early 
in the scheme's operation. 


Each province might determine what crops would 
be covered, the rate of premiums and the pro-— 
portions payable by the province and by the 
farmer, but federal financial assistance would 
be available only on condition that the crop 
insurance schemes were actuarially sound __ 

(1) that over a long period of years premiums 
collected would offset indemnities paid; (2) 
that a minimum number or proportion of farmers 
voluntarily participated in the program; a 
suggested 25 per cent of the farmers or of the 
acreage in an insurance unit such as a township 
or municipality; and (3) that insurance covered 
up to 60 per cent of the long_term average yield 
in the area. 


Farmers would be eligible for either crop insurance 
or prairie farm assistance. As those who joined 
the crop insurance stheme would not be eligible 

for prairie farm assistance, they would not be 
required to pay the one per cent levy under 
P.F.A.A. 


The Minister said that federal contributions 

would cover between 25 and 30 per cent of the 

cost of the insurance scheme in any particular 
province, roughly equivalent to the federal 

share of the cost of the federal_employer_employee 
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unemployment insurance scheme. “As I say, it will 
involve really heavy contingent liability so far 
as the Dominion treasury is concerned.” The Bill 
based on the resolution was then read the first 
time. (House of Commons Debates, pp.5223_54). 


Seeds Act.. The House of Commons gave second 

and third readings to, and passed, a new Seeds 

Bill which had originated in the Senate and was 
passed there on June 18. 


In explaining the measure to the House, the 
Minister of Agriculture mentioned that it had 
been considered necessary to revise the present 
act which had been on the statute books since 
1923, to make it conform to changing conditions 
of seed production and distribution, One change 
transferred from the act to the regulations under 
it, the provisions relating to markings on seed 
containers, the specific grades to be used for 
seeds, the types of inspection certificates to 

be issued, and the crops to which variety licensing 
would apply. Several of these revisions had been 
requested and were approved by the Canadian Seed 
Growers’ Association and the Canadian Seed Trade 
Association, 


Another change was designed to remove duplication 
between registered (based on registration of crops 

by the Canadian Seed Growers’ Assn.) and certified 
(by the Department of Agriculture) seed in the grades 
to be established by regulation under the act; and 
crop registration by the C.S.G.A. would be recognized 
for grades of pedigreed seed, The revisions did not 
alter the basic requirements of the existing act, 
which, together with its regulations, established 
quality standards for seeds (germination and purity); 
required imported seed to meet minimum quality 
Standards; and provided for the licensing of new 
varieties of certain crops and for the grading of 
registered seed produced under crop pedigree 
certificates of the C.S.G.A. (House of Commons 
Debates, pp.5215_23). 


Legislation.. The House of Commons gave second 
and third readings to, and passed, the Export 
Credits Insurance Act, the Length:, and Mass Units 
Act and the Weights and Measures Act. (House of 
Commons Debates, pp.5271_4 and 5279 et seq.). 
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July 2 Grain Price Support. Mandatory levels equivalent 
to 80 per cent of the ten-year average market price 
provided a support price of $1.39 per bushel of 
wheat, No. 2 Canada Eastern or better grade, 14 
per cent moisture; 56 cents per bushel for No. 2 
C.E. or better grade oats; and 81 cents per bushel 
for No. 2 C.E. or better grade barley during the 
period July 1, 1959 — June 30, 1960. These prices 
compared with 1958_crop guarantees of $1.42 #for 
wheat, 258 cents for oats and 83 cents for barley. 


As in the 1958 crop year, the “deficiency payment" 
system was to be used to determine whether or not 
any payment would be made on the 1959 crop, and, y 
as requested by the Ontario Wheat Producers’ Market_— 
ing Board, calculations would be made on the 
equivalent elevator_door price. (Department of 
Agriculture Press Release). 


July 7 Crop Insurance Bill._ During the second reading 
of this bill which provided for contributions and 
loans to participating provinces for crop insurance, 
the Minister of Agriculture gave further explanations 
of some of the terms. He said that it was up to each 
province to establish its own premium rates, which 
would vary from one area to another in the province, 
and from province to province, However, these rates 
had to be established on the basis of what the long- 
term average yield was for the particular crop covered 
in a particular area. 


Although each federal_provincial agreement under 

the act might, with the approval of the Governor 

in Council, beterminatedat any time by mutual consent 
of the parties concerned, Mr. Harkness said that “as _ 
far as the federal government is concerned the agree - 
ment stands for at least ten years”. After the 
expiration of five years, the bill provided that the 
federal government might give five years‘ notice of 
termination of the agreement. 


Crops eligible for insurance included any that “are 
grown from the ground"; this would include tree 

fruits and maple products as well as grains, tobacco 
and similar crops. A farmer might insure only part, 
instead of all, of his crop, but then he could collect 
only on the insured part and, in addition, would be 
ineligible for P.F.A.A. benefits. Insurance would 

be written on an individual basis, as is life insurance. 


Regulations might be made under the act, by order in 
council, for the administration of the act and the 
agreements. In addition, they might define “producer" 
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and provide for calculating and determining the 
long-term average yield of any insured crop in 

any area. When the regulations had been drawn 

up and the act had received Royal Assent, the 
Minister stated that it would quickly be proclaimed 
and become effective. (House of Commons Debates, 
pp. 5583-5617 and 5588_5637) . 


Farm Mortgage Credit Bill.. The short title of 
the act was the “Farm Credit Act". This act was 


to be administered by the Minister of Agriculture 
whereas the Canadian Farm Loan Act, which it replaced, 
came under the jurisdiction of the Minister of Finance. 
The bill received second reading by the Commons on 
July 7, when Mr. Harkness added a few points to his 
explanation given on June 29. He mentioned that 

the corporation was subsidized only to the extent 

that the government provided it with up to $8 million 
of interest-free capital, and the reserves of the 
present Canadian Farm Loan Board without interest 
cost. He added: "Any subsidy beyond this would 

tend to interfere with provincial and private schemes, 
including those of a great many co-operatives which 
are now making agricultural loans." (House of 
Commons Debates, pp.5637_45; Bill 6-67). 


Legislation Approved... The Crop Insurance Bill 
received third reading and was passed by the 
Commons. Six other measures of interest to agriculture 
received Royal Assent on the same date: Freight 
Rate Reductions Act; Excise Tax Act Amendment; Seeds 
Act; Farm Improvement Loans Act Amendment; Veterans’ 
Land Act Amendment; Exports Credits Insurance Act 
Amendment, The amendments to the Length and Mass 
Units Act, and the Weights and Measures Act also 
received Royal Assent, These two new acts and the 
Seeds Act were to come into effect by proclamation. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp. 5656 and 5700-5701). 


Committee on Land Use._ After intensive study of 

the briefs submitted to it and the hearing of witnesses 
invited to report on the small farm problem, the 
Special Senate Committee on Land Use in Canada reported 
its recommendations to the Senate. The Committee con_- 
sidered that, “Basic to the solution of the small 

farm problem is an inventory and assessment of the 

land resources of Canada", It added several new 
recommendations concerning land use to those it 
expressed at the previous session of Parliament. 
Previous points included: 


(1) the acceleration and expansion of the federal_ 
provincial_agricultural college soil surveys to 
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complete the soil mapping of settled and unsettled 
areas of Canada; 


(2) the need for a systematic land use survey to 
provide for an economic classification of land 
according to use suitability; 


(3) expansion in the work of various agencies 

in the study and management of water resources, 
particularly in relation to drainage, erosion, 
irrigation, levels of water_tables and present and 
likely future water requirements; 


(4) more emphasis on studies concerning farm size, 

organization and practices according to the physical 
characteristics of the land and economic conditions 

which prevail. 


To these were added recommendations urging: 


(5) institution of a special body to compile and 
disseminate to farmers the results of agricultural 
research; 


(6) inauguration of an expanded extension service 
to deal with active farm planning, sound business 
principles and farm management to alleviate pro- 
blems of the small uneconomic farm unit. These 
services were considered a necessary condition to 
the use of farm credit and broader farm loan 
programs; 


(7) an enlarged program of vocational and technical 
training in rural areas, and government services 

to facilitate off_farm employment of persons from 
low-income farm areas; and 


(8) extension of re_settlement assistance to 
farmers wishing to move from small, uneconomic 
farms. 


The 31 member committee also requested that the 
federal Department of Agriculture send a delegation 
to the United States to study and report on the 
Rural Development Program and that "this Committee 
be reconstituted at the earliest possible date 
after the opening of the next session of Parliament 
due to the great importance of proper land use in 
Canada". (Proceedings of the Special Committee 

of the Senate on Land Use in Canada, No. 12). 


Wheat Delivery Quotas. The Minister of Trade and 


Commerce stated in the Commons that in Western Canada, 
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on July 6 of this year, 7/5 stations were on the 
7 and 8_bushel delivery quotas, 1,246 on the 5_ 
and 6-bushel quotas and only seven on the 4_bushel 
quota. A year earlier all stations were on 5_ and 
6_bushel quotas. (House of Commons Debates, p. 


5780) . 
July 11 Humane Slaughter Bill.— A bill to provide for the 


humane slaughter of food animals received first 
reading in the Commons. This bill provided that 
regulations made by the Governor in Council under 

the act would prescribe the manner of, and methods 
and devices to be employed in, the slaughter of 

food animals in federally-Ynspected plants. Neither 
meats nor meat products might move inter_provincially 
or into export trade unless the food animal from 
which they were derived had been slaughtered as 
required by the regulations. 


A bill given first reading in the Commons on June 
25, 1958 had been postponed to give the standing 
committee on agriculture and colonization time 

to hear representations from a number of important 
groups. (House of Commons Debates, pp.5845_6; 
Bil Corl). 


July 13 Farm Credit Bill._ When this bill was being 
considered in committee on this date, the Minister 
of Agriculture moved an amendment to set the 
interest rate at an "equivalent" five per cent per _ 
annum rather than at the cost of money to the govern-— 
ment plus a small service charge. In explanation 
he said that a fluctuating interest rate would be 
unfair to farmers who borrowed in years when interest 
rates were high, aS compared with farmers who borrowed 
in years of low interest rates. It was calculated 
that the five per cent rate would be sufficient to 
pay the cost of money to the government plus the 
ordinary carrying or administrative costs of the 
scheme. 


Mr. Harkness clarified several other terms of the 

bill. He said that the appraisal of any particular 
piece of land would be made primarily on its pro- 
duction potential, The value of a farm would include 
the commercial,value of any part used for the pro_ 
duction of forest products. Most of the appraisal 

work and all of the supervision was expected to be 

done by the Veterans‘ Land Act administration, which 
would report on this phase of its work to the Minister | 
of Agriculture. Insurance on the life of the borrower — 
probably in the form of group insurance for which the 
premium rate is low ~ would be taken to cover each loan, 
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The part of the loan based on the appraised value 

of livestock and chattels would have to be repaid 
within ten years; the part based on the security 

of land might be amortized over a 30_year period. 

The Minister stated that cost of the loan to the 
farmer would include: (1) the interest rate of 

five per cent; (2) insurance; (3) the appraisal 

fee, which would not exceed $100 and would be 
necessary only once; and (4) the supervision fee. 

He expected that by the time the arrangements for 

the transition from the Canadian Farm Loan Act to 
this act were ready to go into effect, an explanatory 
pamphlet could be ready for distribution to potential 
borrowers. The bill was then read the third time 

and passed. (House of Commons Debates, pp.5928_34 
and 5936_54). 


International Wheat Agreement. The new I.W.A. 
which was signed on behalf of Canada by the 


Canadian Ambassador to the United States, on April 
22, 1959, was ratified by Parliament. It became 
effective August 1, 1959 and will continue to July 
31, 1962. By May 31 all nine exporting countries 

and 26 importing countries, including Britain, had 
Signed the agreement. Additional importing countries 
were expected to ratify by December 1, 1959, the final 
date stipulated in the agreement. Instruments of 
acceptance following ratification had to be deposited 
before July 16, 1959, so that the new agreement might 
become effective August 1, on the expiry of the 
current agreement. Before recommending approval 

of the new agreement, the Minister of Trade and 
Commerce told the Commons that "This new agreement 
has the full support of the principal producer 
organizations in western Canada". Mr. Churchill 
explained that “While the rights and obligations 

of exporting and importing countries are confined 

to sales and purchases transacted on commercial 

terms only, all transactions, commercial and special, 
entered into by member countries are to be recorded 
by the secretariat of the International Wheat Council 
for the purposes of the agreement”, This would 
facilitate the task of safeguarding normal 
commercial markets. The Minister expressed the 
Opinion that European countries which were in 

the common market and were also members of the 

I.W.A. would not find that their arrangements under 
the common market would interfere with any they had 
made under the I.W.A. 


In regard to wheat surpluses, Mr. Churchill said 
that Canada's 730-million_bushel wheat surplus of 
two years ago had now been whittled down to 500 
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million bushels. Canada‘s protests to the United 
States concerning their surplus disposal programs 
had resulted in modification of these programs 

and consultation with our country on all occasions 
when further surplus disposal of wheat was being _ 
considered, Canada had also been engaged in sur-_ 
plus disposal of wheat by providing it on long- 
term loans or on a gift basis to India, Pakistan, 
Ceylon and Palestinian refugees, The Minister 
emphasized that "A market for Canadian wheat should 
be maintained without any diminution of our sales 
abroad" if its quality were maintained. (House of 
Commons Debates, pp.5965_77). 


Humane S ter Bill. _ During second and third 
readings of this measure the Minister of Agriculture 
told the Commons that the bill was based on the _ 
recommendations of the standing committee on agri- 
culture and colonization. He said that the methods for 
humane slaughter of food animals, to be prescribed 
by regulation, would be required in plants operating 
under the jurisdiction of the Meat Inspection Act. 
About 80 per cent of total Canadian slaughterings 
take place in these federally_inspected plants, 

in which all interprovincial and export shipments 

of meats must originate. The operation of the Act 
was to be delayed for the shortest reasonable length 
of time to enable persons affected by it to take 

the necessary Steps to comply with the law when it 
came into force. Mr. Harkness also stated that 

the regulations would be such that it would be 
possible for smaller plants to meet the requirements 
financially. He expected that the regulations would 
be completely in force within a year. 


Poultry slaughter would not come under the juris— 
diction of this act as present practices were A 
considered satisfactory and poultry were not con_- 
sidered to be food animals. The requirements of 
the act and regulations would not interfere with 
the ritual slaughter practices of certain religious 
groups in Canada. (House of Commons Debates, pp. 
6067_6091) . 


Food and Drug Regulations.— An amendment to the 
Food and Drug Regulations contained sections re— 
lating to agricultural products. These sections 
authorized the use of Citrus Red No. 2 color on 
oranges and of specified amounts of citric acid in 
canned tomatoes; they also reduced the amount of 
certain alkalis allowed in canned peas. Ginger 
marmalade was deleted from the sections dealing 
with certain pure and pectin_added marmalades. 
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The table which set out the tolerance levels 

of pesticides or other poisonous sprays permissible 

on specified grains, fruits, vegetables, muts or other 
crops was completely revised. (P.C. 1959-912). 


Royal Assent. Just before prorogration of 
Parliament on this date, three important new 
agricultural bills received Royal 4ssent — Farm 
Credit Act, Crop Insurance Act and Humane Slaughter 
of Food Animals Act. (House of Commons Debates, 

p. 6414). 


Railway Boxcar Distribution Regulations. The 
Minister of Trade and Commerce announced in the _ 
House that the government had given careful con- 
sideration to the Bracken report of the inquiry 

into the distribution of railway boxcars, and to the 
representations relating to it submitted to the 
government by western grain agencies. After a study 
of this material, the government had issued a 
directive to the wheat board containing instructions 
to become effective August 1, 1959 and revoking those 
issued July 13, 1954 under which the wheat board had 
been allocating box cars to the elevator companies. 
The principles emphasized in the report as a guide 
to the board were as follows: 


1) Primary consideration must be given to the 
movement of the kinds of grain and the grades of 
grain required to meet sales commitments and to 
facilitate board selling operations. 


2) Subject to (1) above and as far as current 
circumstances and reasonable equality in delivery 
Opportunity permits, it should be the board's 
objective to provide: 


(a) that producers should have the opportunity 
of delivering their grain to the elevator 
or elevators which they wish to patronize; 
and 


(b) that elevator companies which act as board 
agents should have reasonable opportunity 
of competing with one another in the handling 
sof producers’ grain. 


In implementing the principles outlined above it 
was the view of the government Ehat the board 
Should, as far as practicable, give attention to: 


(1) The need of a congested elevator for shipping 
orders. 
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(2) Current grain receipts of each elevator company 
as a factor in determining the division of board 
shipping orders. 


In carrying out this instruction it became the 
responsibility of the board to advise each elevator 
company from time to time of its Share of shipping 
orders. Mr. Churchill expected that the wheat board 
would shortly issue detailed instructions to the 
trade on the basis of the principles outlined above . 
(House of Commons Debates, pp.6410_14). 


Grain Delivery Quotas.- The Canadian Wheat Board 
announced the expiration of 1958_59 delivery quotas 
on July 31, 1959 and the new quotas for the 1959_60 
crop year beginning August 1. Acreages seeded to 
Durum wheat would again be included in the producer's 
specified acreage for the 1959_60 crop season and 

be deliverable only on the unit or specified 

acreage quotas. Pending information on the outcome 
of the crop, a delivery quota of five bushels per 
seeded acre of flaxseed shown in the producer's 
delivery permit book, subject to a minimum of 

200 bushels, would be effective on and after August 
1, 1959. Excess delivery quotas for malting, pot 

and pearling barley were again to receive consideration 
if samples had proven acceptable to a maltster or 
shipper and a premium was paid to the producer for 
barley so accepted. 


For wheat (including Durum), oats, barley and rye, 
the initial delivery quota was set at 100 units, 
regardless of the acreage shown in producers’ 1959 
permit books. Each unit was the equivalent of 
three bushels of wheat, or eight bushels of oats, 
or five bushels of barley, or five bushels of rye. 
Under this policy a permit holder was entitled to 
deliver a maximum of 300 bushels of wheat, or 800 
bushels of oats, or 500 bushels of either barley 
or rye, or any combination of these grains which, 
when calculated on the unit basis, did not exceed 
100 units. 


Following the initial quota, the Board would again 
establish general delivery quotas at individual 
Stations, on the basis of bushels per "specified" 

acre, The “specified” acreage was to consist 

of the total of each permit holder's acreage 

seeded to wheat (including Durum), oats, barley 

and rye, and summerfallowed, and the eligible 

acreage seeded to cultivated grasses and forage 

crops. (Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to the 
Trade re Quotas (General), No. 1, 1959_60 Crop Season) . 
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Export Flour Price Adjustment. Canadian Wheat 


Board Instructions to the trade indicated that 

the Board would continue its policy, in effect 

since March 1, 1957, of adjusting the position 

as between wheat for export and flour for export 
during the 1959-60 crop year. This rebate applied 

to wheat grown in western Canada and milled for 
export to countries other than the United States, 

its territories and possessions. The amount of 

the rebate would be announced by the Board each 
market day to be effective the following day. 

On July 30, 1959 the rebates were 5_5/8 cents 

per bushel of wheat milled into flour and shipped 
from Canadian ports to destinations in the United 
Kingdom and Europe; and to all other countries 

except United States, its territories and possessions, 
the rebates were 16_1/8 cents per bushel on shipments 
from Canadian Atlantic ports and 15_5/8 cents on 
those from St. Lawrence, Churchill and Pacific 

ports. 


This export flour adjustment was subject to cancel- 
lation at any time without notice and might vary 
from day to day. (Canadian Wheat Board Instructions 
to the Trade Mills No. 3, Crop Year 1959_60). 


Freight Assistance on Feed Grains. The Minister 

of Agriculture announced that effective August 

1, there would be an adjustment in the government's 
rate of freight assistance on western feedgrains 

as a result of the reduction in rail freight 

rates provided for in the Freight ‘Rates Reduction 
Act. The net rail freight costs of these graius 

to feeders in eastern Canada and in British Columbia 
therefore decreased. In the Montreal freight rate 
zone of eastern Canada, which includes all of old 
Ontario, the rate of freight assistance remained 
unchanged at $5.00 per ton. The scale of assistance 
on Shipments to that area had not been changed on 
December 1, 1958 when the 17 per cent increase in 
rail freight rates became operative. In this area 
the net rail freight cost to the buyer was thus 
reduced by the full amount of the August 1 reduction 
in freight rates. 


On shipments to eastern Quebec and the Atlantic 
provinces having a rail freight rate from Fort 
William of 98 cents (formerly $1.04) per cwt. or 
higher, the freight assistance became $7.10 (formerly 
$7.50) per ton plus the excess through-freight to 
destination over the Fort William_Montreal rate — 

a reduction of 40 cents per ton in the net freight 
cost of feedgrains to buyers in that area. 
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Freight assistance on shipments of western feed— 
grains to British Columbia previously absorbed all 
but $5.40 per ton of the direct carlot rail freight 
rate from Calgary. From August 1 it absorbed all 
but $5.00 of that rate, reducing the net freight 
cost to the buyer by 40 cents per ton. 


These adjustments in the freight assistance policy 
kept freight costs of western feedgrains to these 
various areas in the same relatively uniform position 
as in the past. (P.C. 1959984 and Department of 
Agriculture Press Release). 


Grain Shipping Regulations.— Following the mid_ 

July government directive to the Canadian Wheat 

Board, based on recommendations of the Bracken 

Report, the Board issued new grain shipping instructions 
for the 1959_60 crop year. The Board established 
procedures whereby elevator agents might apply to 
their railway agent for out-of-order cars when their 
elevator was congested and unable to receive grain 

of the kinds or grades generally offered by producers. 
However, from time to time the Board could restrict 
the shipment of any kind and grade of grain to 

ensure that appropriate grain might be available 

at terminal destinations to meet sales programs. 


The Board would continue to issue shipping orders 
(and priorities), and would begin the 1959_60 crop 
year by allocating them among elevator companies 
on the basis of the percentage announced for each 
company. This percentage would be periodically 
adjusted according to each company’s receipts of 
wheat, oats and barley from August 1, 1959. The 
first cars supplied at a delivery point would be 
distributed according to the special application 
filed with the railway agent for out-of-order 
cars; thereafter other available cars were to be 
distributed to elevators at the delivery point 

in proportion to orders for cars filed with the 
railway agent.. However, the railway company might 
defer supplying boxcars to anvelevator until they 
could be unloaded at destination within a reasonable 
period. In this case, cars were to be distributed 
to other elevators at the same delivery point in 
proportion to orders filed with the railway agent 
for boxcars. Elevator companies might be required 
to submit, for Board appreval,their allocation of 
Shipping orders to individual elevators, and the 
Board could prohibit the distribution of shipping 
orders to any elevator if current space was deemed 
to be adequate, (Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions 
to the Trade Nos. 2 and 3, 1959_60 Crop Season). 
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July 30 Grain for Feed.— The Canadian Wheat Board 
announced that during the crop year August l, 
1959 to July 31, 1960, producers and feeders 
might deliver to any feed mill in the province 
in which their land was located, any quantity 
of grain to be ground or otherwise processed 
(including the addition thereto of supplements) 
and returned to them, without having the delivery 
recorded in the producer's permit book. Producers 
might also deliver to such mills, quantities of 
wheat or oats or barley totalling up to 25,000 
pounds in weight in exchange for the same weight 
of prepared feeds at the same mill. These de- 
liveries would be additional to the producer's 
quota and were to be entered under “Feeds 
Exchange” in his permit book. Applications from 
producers who wished to deliver more than the 
25,000_pound total of these grains in exchange 
for a corresponding weight of feed, would receive 
consideration, Feeders who had no permit books 
might apply to the Board for permission to deliver 
feedgrains produced within the province, to feed 
mills for exchange. Feed mills also had authority 
to pay a producer the Board’s initial payment 
price for delivery of up to ten per cent more 
grain than the weight exchangedfor prepared feeds, 
if the excess was within his delivery quota. 
Without Board permission, no feed mill might 
ship grain to any destination, or prepared feeds 
to points outside the province in which the feed 
mill was located. (Canadian Wheat Board Instructions 
to Trade no. 7). 


August 1 Freight Rate Reductions. Order No. 98424 of the 
Board of Transport Commissioners for Canada re- 
quired that all companies which had been authorized 
to increase their non-competitive class and commodity 
rates by 17 per cent on and after December 1, 1958 
had to reduce this increase to ten per cent effective 
August 1, 1959. It also provided that these re- 
duced rates were not to be increased during the 
period of one year thereafter unless so authorized 
by the Board. This order implemented the freight 
Rate Reducations Act, assented to July 8, 1959 which 
provided for a reduction in these rates in return 
for a $20million compensatory subsidy. (The Board 
of Transport Commissioners for Canada: Judgments, 
Orders, Regulations and Rulings). 


August 4 Exports of Seed Wheat. The Canadian Wheat Board 
continued to authorize the export of Registered 
and/or Certified Seed Wheat during the 1959_60 
crop year only under individual export permits. 
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-These permits could be obtained for seed wheat 
exports to any country which had normally been 

a regular purchaser, if the wheat was for use 

within that country and not for re-export. For 
exports to other_than_normal markets, permits 

would be issued only if there was satisfactory 
evidence that the wheat was to be imported for 
seeding purposes and would neither be re-exported 

nor used for human consumption. All shipments of 
such seed wheat exported under permit had to be : 
made in sacks, sealed in accordance with the require— 
ments of the Canada Department of Agriculture. 
(Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade, 
Shippers and Exporters, No. 5). 


August 7 Agricultural Division of P.F.R.A.— It was announced - 
that a new Agricultural Division of the Prairie 
Farm Rehabilitation Administration with headquarters 
in Regina would consist of the present Community 
Pastures Division and Water Development Division. 
Its Director was to be Harry J. Hargrave of the 
Lethbridge regional research station, who had done 
extensive research on production of livestock on 
irrigation pastures, The Community Pastures Division 
is responsible for the operation and maintenance 
of some 62 community pastures and the construction 
of new ones in Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Super-— 
vision of water development in Manitoba, Saskatchewan 
and Alberta is carried out by the Water Development 
Division, Amalgamation of the two divisions under 
one head, when the present directors of each retired 
early in 1960, was intended to co-ordinate and 
increase the efficiency of P.F.R.A. activities. 
(Department of Agriculture Press Release). 


August 12 ‘Advance Quota for Grain.— In accordance with the 
Canadian Wheat Board Act and Regulations, pro- 
ducers were authorized to deliver and sell to the 
Board, within the quota, the equivalent of two 
bushels per specified acre of wheat, barley or oats 
for export to the United States by truck. The quantity 
delivered was to apply as an advance quota against the 
producer's individual delivery quota, but only as and 
when the authorized delivery quota at his station was 
increased to five bushels per specified acre. Before 
the Board issued the necessary export permit, the 
grain had to be weighed and graded by a country 
elevator agent, who would issue a producer's 
certificate for the net quantity to be exported and 
conclude a local sale therefor» at the Board's 
domestic selling price that day. The Board did not 
assume any responsibility for the clearance of such 
grain to the United States, The Board felt that 


August 17 


August 18 


August 20 


August 20 


_ 2 


the easing of delivery quota regulations might 
allow producers to deliver additional quantities 
of these grains for export. (Canadian Wheat Board: 
Instructions to the Trade, No. 11). 


Wheat for Gristing.— During the crop year 1959-60, 
the Canadian Wheat Board continued to allow a 
producer to deliver up to 5O bushels of wheat for 
gristing for farm use without having it charged 
against his delivery quota. In each gristing 
transaction, the quantity delivered might include 
the cost of gristing or the producer might pay the 
cost in cash and so receive more flour for the 
wheat delivered. However, in either case, the 
quantity of flour was not to exceed the producer's 
requirements for his own family consumption. 
(Canadian Wheat Board: Instructions to the Trade 
re Quotas (General No. 4)). 


Extension of Powers for Quebec Boards.— Under 
sauthority of the Agricultural Products Marketing 
Board four Quebec pulpwood producers’ boards were 
granted an extension of powers, effective August 

18, 1959, to allow regulation of the marketing of 
pulpwood in interprovincial and export trade similar 
to the regulation exercised within the province. The 
four boards were The Rimouski-Matapedia Pulpwood 
Producers’ Board, The Rimouski-Matane Wood Producers’ 
Board, The Gaspesia Pulpwood Producers’ Board, and 
The Temiscamingue Pulpwood Producers’ Board. (P.C. 
959 NIO4AS PCL, 1957 dos, Ok L9OS9e Oda ric; 
1959_1048) . 


Turkey Support. The Minister of Agriculture 
announced that the existing support level of 25 


cents per pound for No. 1 turkeys weighing from ten 
pounds to under 20 pounds would continue to December 
31, 1959, after which it would drop to 20 cents per 
pound, As production had risen sharply in the last 

two years and it was expected that marketings in 1959 
would set a record any further increase would create 

a Surplus beyond what the domestic market could absorb. 
Mr. Harkness emphasized that if turkey production 
continued to exceed market requirements, further action 
would have to be taken. (Department of Agriculture 
Press Release). 


Farm Improvement Loans Regulations. Changes in 
these regulations, effective August 20, 1959, 


implemented some of those provided for in the amend_ 
ment to the Act which received Royal Assent on July 
8, 1959, By that amendment farm owners or tenants 
became eligible for loans for beekeeping. Under the 
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amended regulations, loans of up to 75 per cent 

of the estimated cost of the stock or equipment, 
but not in excess of the $7,500 ceiling, were 

made available for beekeeping, providing that 
security and other provisions of the regulations 
could be met. Loans for this purpose were to be 
repaid within four years in annual or more frequent 
instalments, although the maximum period remained 
ten years for loans obtained for other purposes. 


Another new provision was that every applicant for 

a farm improvement loan had to declare whether or not 
he was a borrower under Part III (Supervised Farm 
Loans) of the federal Farm Credit Act. Other 

changes were of an administrative nature. (P.C, 
1959_1067) . 


Lacombe Swine.— It was announced that 30 breeding 
groups (each consisting of three females and one 
boar) and a number of boars of the Lacombe breed 
would be distributed to private breeders of purebred 
hogs across Canada in October. A chance draw from 
the applications submitted would determine the new 
owners of both the breeding groups and the boars.. 
The first release of such breeding groups to private 
breeders was made in October 1958 and the second 

in the spring of 1959, 


The Lacombe breed was developed by the federal 
Department of Agriculture by combining the blood _ 

of the Danish Landrace, Chester White and the Berk_ 
shire breeds under a hybridization and selection 

program begun in 1947. Since December 23, 1958, 

export permits have been oonsidered only for release, 

of breeding stock to research or government institutions 
in other countries, to prevent depletion of breeding 
stock in Canada. (Department of Agriculture Press 
Release) . 


Seeds Regulations, Amended. Regulations under the 


Seeds Act were amended to permit the entry of 
unlicensed varieties*of winter wheat for propagation 
and export by the importer. (Ministerial Order). 


Deficiency Payment for Eggs. — It was announced that 
egg price support to producers by means of deficiency 


payments under the Agricultural Stabilization Act 

would begin with the marketing year starting October 

1, 1959. Board purchases of eggs would be discontinued 
on September 30 but the support level of 44 cents per 
dozen for Grade A Large eggs delivered Montreal was to 
continue in effect until May 4, 1960. A national 
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average price received by producers for Grade A 
Large eggs at registered egg-grading stations 

was to be used to determine whether a deficiency 
payment was required and, if so, the rate of such 
payment per dozen eggs. The rate of payment would 
be uniform to producers in all parts of Canada, 
regardless of the price received in the market. 
However, aS mentioned by the Minister of Agriculture 
in the Commons on May 7, 1959, a limitation would 
be placed on the amount of deficiency payment made 
to a producer in a given period. 


In keeping with this principle, payments to any 

producer during a 12-month period were to be limited 

to 4,000 dozen Grade A Large eggs (including Grade A 
Extra Large). Any producer who marketed his eggs 

through registered egg-grading stations would be 

eligible for deficiency payments up to this maximum, 
providing he had registered with the Board. Registration, 
which was in progress at the time, was limited to one 
person for each farm and all sales of eggs from the 

flock had to be made in that person's name. 


If deficiency payments were considered necessary to 
Support average prices at the prescribed level, they 
were to be made on an annual basis. The Board would, 
however, consider making an interim payment for the 
October_to_December 1959 period if the average producer_— 
price fell substantially below the prescribed price 
during that period. (Department of Agriculture Press 
Release) . 


Hog Carcass Grades.— New standards for hog carcass 
grades became effective on October 5, 1959. The 
requirements were listed in a new Schedule A to the 
Hog Carcass Grading Regulations. This replaced 
Schedule A in the existing regulations issued under 
P.C. 19581202 of August 28, 1958. The main changes 
concerned weight ranges and allowable fat in carcasses 
in the various grades. 


Of the four main grades — A, B, C, D — the existing 
B]. B2 and B3 formed Grade B, Grade A carcass weight 
range was set at 135-170 pounds instead of the current 
140-170, and the maximum fat allowable in the lighter 
weights was to be reduced. The weight range for the 
new grade B was narrowed to 125-180 pounds, from the 
existing 125-185 pounds for the three B grades, and 
there was also a slight reduction in the maximum 

fat allowance. There were also some changes in the 
weight ranges for Grade C, for "lights", and for D 
grade hogs but the weights for heavies remained 
unchanged, (P.C. 1959_1094). 
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Ontario Tender Fruit Growers Marketing Board. — 
A favorable vote of producers concerned on March 


16, 1959 resulted in the amalgamation of the 

Ontario Peach Growers’ Marketing Board and the 

Ontario Pear, Plum and Cherry Growers‘ Marketing 

Board to form the Ontario Tender Fruit Growers' 
Marketing Board. The new board and plan were 
authorized by Ontario regulation on May 16, 1959, 
Effective August 27, 1959, under authority of the 
federal Agricultural Products Marketing Act, The 
Ontario Tender Fruit Growers' Marketing Board was 
granted an extension of powers to allow the regulation 
of the marketing of processing peaches, pears, plums 
and cherries in interprovincial and export trade 
similar to the regulation exercised within the | 
province, The Ontario Fruit-for_Processing Co- 
operative Limited was designated as the sole marketing 
agency to carry out these operations. (P.C. 

1959-1 bd) . 


Saskatchewan Forage Crop Seed Marketing Agreement. — 
Under authority of the Agricultural Products Co- 


Operative Marketing Act, the Minister of Agriculture 
entered into an agreement for the marketing of 18 
kinds of forage crop seeds grown in Saskatchewan 
inyl959.e. MPs Co 09591110)... 


Deficiency Payment on Ontario Peaches. The 
Agricultural Stabilization Board was authorized 
to pay Ontario growers a deficiency payment of | 
$13.00 per ton of 1958 crop No. 1 peaches, two - 
inch minimum, delivered for processing in the 
province, This brought growers’ average return 
up to the guaranteed minimum of $83,00 per ton 
authorized in August 1958, (P.C. 1958-1201). 


Eradication of Scrapie in Sheep.— The Minister 
of Agriculture announced that measures for the 
control of scrapie disease of sheep were to be 
extended to ensure extermination of all animals 
associated with any outbreak of the disease. 
Compensation for animals so slaughtered would 
continue to be paid under authority of the 

Animal Contagious Diseases Act. Infected flocks 
were to be placed under quarantine and all sheep 
in the flock were to be slaughtered. In addition, 
all sheep moved from the infected flock during the 
42 months preceding the diagnosis of scrapie, and 
their immediate progeny would be traced and 
Slaughtered. Further, all other sheep in flocks 
to which these sheep had moved were to be put 
under quarantine or surveillance for a period 

of 42 months from the date on which the exposed 
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animals were removed from infected flocks. Any 

flock regarded as a source of scrapie would be 

ordered slaughtered. Restocking any premises with 
sheep was to be permitted only after 90 days following 
cleaning and disinfection of the premises. 


Since 1954 sheep imports into Canada from the 
United Kingdom had been embargoed because the 
disease was considered to have been brought into 
Canada by sheep imported from that country. The 
new program for the control of scrapie in Canada 
was equivalent to that confirmed just previously 
in the United States. Mr. Harkness stated that 
this common approach in dealing with the disease 
should permit the free interchange of sheep between 
the two countries without any danger of disease 
transmittal. (Department of Agriculture Press 
Release) . 


V,L.A. Requlations,. The Veterans’ Land Act 
regulations were amended by the addition of a 

new section to Part III (Farm Improvement 
Assistance) to implement the revisions in the 

Act passed at the last session of Parliament. 

The new regulations provided that the five per 
cent interest rate should also apply to any new 
contract entered into with a veteran for the 
purchase of property on a civilian basis when he 
no longer wished to reside on or operate that 
property in accordance with the terms of his 
original V.L.A. contract. The conditions precedent 
to the granting of a loan under Part III, the 
nature and extent of the security which would 

be accepted therefor», and definitions of farm 
land, farm equipment, economic family farm unit, 
basic herd livestock and agricultural value were 
set out in these regulations, together with 
copies of the agreement forms, (P.C. 1959_1135). 


Deficiency Payments for Eqg Producer_Graders._— 
Provision was made in the new federal egg deficiency 


payment program which began October 1 for the pro- 
ducer who grades eggs from his own flock and 
markets them direct to retail stores. To qualify 
for participation in the program from the start he 
was required to: 1) register before October 1 as 

a producer_grader with the Poultry Division, Canada 
Department of Agriculture, either at Ottawa or ; 
through the federal district supervisor in his pro_- 
vince; 2) provide the district supervisor with 

a weekly record of all graded and ungraded eggs 


September 17 


September 21 


September 21. 


September 22 


45705 


marketed through retail outlets and through 

registered grading stations; 3) register with 

the department's Data Processing Unit at Ottawa 

for participation in the deficiency payment program, 
and supply it with at least a monthly statement showing 
the volume of grade A Large and grade A Extra 

Large eggs delivered to retail stores. Vouchers from 
the retail stores must accompany the statement. 
(Department of Agriculture Press Release). 


Quebec Marketing Boards._ The Quebec-South Maple 


Sugar and Syrup Producers‘ Board, and The Levis 
and Bellechasse Pulpwood Producers’ Board, were 
granted an extension of powers under the federal 
Agricultural Products Marketing Act, to allow the 
regulation of the marketing of their respective 
products in inter_provincial and export trade 
Similar to the regulation exercised within the 
province. (P.C. 1959-1183 and P.C. 1959-1184). 


Dry Skimmed Milk. The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board announced that its holdings of spray powder 
would be offered at 10% cents per pound, basis in 
store Montreal or Toronto, until December 31, 1959. 
From January 1 to April 30, 1960, the offering 
price would be 11 cents per pound for available 
Stocks. These prices represented the cost of the 
product plus normal carrying charges. (Department 
of Agriculture Press Release). 


Hog Grades_and Premiums. Hog premiums of $2.00 on 
A grade carcasses were retained after the grade 


changes became effective on October 5, 1959 and the 

$1 premium became payable on the new grade B car- 
casses instead of on B] carcasses only. The Minister 
of Agriculture stated that, in view of the importance 
of encouraging production of the highest possible 
percentage of A grade hogs, it was proposed to pay 

the quality premium on that grade alone from the 
latter part of 1960. Mr. Harkness said that if 

Canada were to maintain its reputation and premium 
market in the United States the quality of Canadian 
pork would have to be improved still further. The 
changes made related the grades more directly to-the 
requirements of the domestic and U.S. markets for lean, 
meaty hogs. (Department of Agriculture Press Release). 


Limitation on Egg Payments. Deficiency payments on 
eggs under the Agricultural Stabilization Act were 
authorized on up to 4,000 dozen Grade A Large or 
Grade A Extra Large eggs annually, delivered by 
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each producer or farm unit. The support level 
remained at the equivalent of 44 cents per dozen 
for this grade, delivered Montreal, under the 
deficiency program which replaced the purchase 
program on October 1, 1959. (P.C. 1959_1206). 


Dressed and Eviscerated Poultry Requlations.— 
New regulations under the Canada Agricultural 


Products Standards Act for the grading and marking 

of dressed and eviscerated poultry became effective, 
replacing the previous regulations made in 1947 

and renewed in December 1954 under the Livestock 

and Livestock Products Act. The processing and 
marketing of dressed poultry have undergone rapid changes 
in recent years, necessitating very widespread rewision 
in the regulations to take account of these changes, 
Under the new regulations, the term “poultry” 

referred to chicken, chicken capons , fowl, turkey, 
ducks and geese. The grades Special A, B, C, and 

D were retained and a new grade “utility” was 
established to cover carcasses of which a portion 

has been cut away but which otherwise would qualify 
for Grade B or better. Instead of general require- 
ments under each grade covering all poultry, standards 
were established for each kind of poultry. 


The regulations relating to imports were among 

those revised. The revision permitted poultry 
imports from a country having grading standards 
recognized by the federal Minister of Agriculture 

as substantially equivalent to Canadian standards, _ 
provided the poultry had been graded in an establish_ 
ment authorized to do so under the laws of the 
exporting countyy,and had been packed and labelled 

in a manner prescribed under the new Canadian 
regulations. Previously poultry could be imported 

if it was graded according to Canadian standards. 

It was thus possible for ungraded poultry to be 
imported and be graded prior to sale in Canada. 

(P.C. 1959_1211). 


Rail Rates Reduced on Fruit Shipped West.— 
A substantial reduction on railway freight rates 


on fresh apples shipped from Ontario to specified 
destinations in Western Canada became effective 

on November 23, 1959 and was to continue until 

April 30, 1960. The new rates, which included 
heater protection in transit, applied on cars 
carrying 30,000 — 35,000_pound minimum shipments. 
Examples of the new rates per 100 pounds (basis 
35,000-pound minimum carload) were: to Calgary 

and Edmonton, $3.00 (old rate $3.60); to 

Regina, $2.33 ($2.95); and to Winnipeg $1.80 ($2.23), 
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The decision to meet the request of the Ontario 
fruit and vegetable groups for incentive rates 

was taken not only to offset current exploitation 
of the western market by Michigan, but also to meet 
trucking competition and the improved demand for 
Ontario apples in the West. 


A reduction of from 11 — 19 per cent in rail 
freight rates also applied to carload shipments 

of fresh apricots, grapes, peaches and plums 
moving from Ontario to eight points in Western 
Canada between September 28 and December 31, 1959, 
(Canadian Freight Sssociation Tariff No, 5_J, Item 
3470 (apples) and Item 3465. 


October 1 Farm Credit Act. Canada's new Farm Credit Act, 
which received Royal Assent on July 18, 1959 
became effective October &, 1959. It succeeded 
the Canadian Farm Loan Act, and all «assets and 
responsibilities of the Canadian Farm Loan Board 
were taken over by the new Farm Credit Corporation. 
Four members of the five-member corporation named 
by the Governor in Council were T.J. Rutherford, 
Chairman, Lucien Lalonde, A.S. Abell and A.H. 
Turner. 


Messrs. Rutherford, Abell and Turner were members 
of an interdepartmental committee that had made an 
exhaustive study of the farm credit situation and 
reported to the government prior to the drafting 
of the Farm Credit Act. 


An advisory committee, appointed by the Minister of 
Agriculture, will assist the Corporation in ad_ 
ministering the Act, (Department of Agriculture 
Press Release). 


October 6 Railway Commission Hearings. The Royal Commission 
on Railways began receiving evidence at public 
hearings in Quebec City on October 22, 1959. The 
seven_man commission's first tour also included a 
hearing at Montreal on October 23. Later sittings 
took place in the Atlantic Provinces, at Fredericton, 
November 9: Charlottetown, November 12: Halifax, 
November 13; and St. John's, Newfoundland, on November 
17. On December 4 the Commission began its hearing 
in Ottawa. (The Globe and Mail). 


October 15 U.S. Concerned over Pork Subsidy. — The Hon. D.S. 
Harkness, in commenting on the American Farm 


Bureau Federation statement which expressed concern 
that the new hog program being considered by the 
Canadian Government could wreck United States hog 
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markets, stated that the fears were unfounded. 
The Minister said that it was not the intention 
to subsidize exports of pork and hogs to the 
United States and that consideration was being 
given to appropriate action to ensure that this 
would not be the case. 


He pointed out that deficiency payments would 

be restricted to a quota for each hog producer 
and therefore there would be a limited number of 
hogs qualifying for assistance. Production in 
excess of quotas would not benefit by deficiency 
payments and this would be an important factor in 
discouraging overproduction. (Minister's Office 
Release) . 


New Shell Egg Regulations.— New regulations re- 
specting the grading, packing and marking of eggs 
became effective under the Canada Agricultural 
Products Standards Act. They replaced those 
previously in force under the Live Stock and 

Live Stock Products ‘ct. Two of the three main 
changes authorized by the new regulations concerned 
the packing of shell eggs, the third dealt with their 
importation. 


Provision was made for two classes of registered 
egg grading stations instead of one. In addition 
to the regular registered egg grading stations 
which would continue to operate, "egg packing 
Stations" were to be registered by the Minister of 
Agriculture. A certificate of registration authorized 
them to regrade, pack and mark their receipts of 
graded eggs. (Unlike egg grading stations, they 
cannot handle ungraded eggs). Under this new 
provision wholesalers would be permitted to and 
check the grades of all eggs they received, and 
then repack and mark them for resale. 


The next change provided that top quality eggs of the 
new designation Canada Grade A] might be packed by 
registered stations or producers who met the high 
Standards réquired by the regulations. Such eggs 
could not have been in storage and were to be packed 
for sale only in one_dozen-size cartons. Until the 
new regulations became effective, each producer or 
producers’ marketing group had to obtain an individual 
permit for handling this quality of eggs. 


To prevent further imports of ungraded eggs into 
Canada, the new regulations authorized only imports 
of shell eggs properly graded and marked in a country 
of origin which has grade standards substantially 
equivalent to those in Canada. (P.C. 1959_1331). 
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Reduction in Rail Freight Rates on Livestock. 


Reductions in rail freight rates on straight or 
mixed carload shipments of cattle, hogs and sheep 
from Winnipeg and points as far west as Nicola, 
British Columbia, to stations in southern Ontario, 
Montreal and Quebec City gradually became effective 
from September 7, 1959. By October 19, 1959 re_ 
ductions were in effect on eastward shipments from 

15 points in Alberta, 13 in Saskatchewan, and three 
each in Manitoba and British Columbia. The rates 
were lowered to meet truck competition and to restore 
more nearly the same relationship for rail trans_— 
portation costs between live animals and dressed 
meat, aS existed before April 30 and May 22, 1959, 
when rail freight rate reductions on meats became 
effective. (Canadian Freight Association Supplements 
18 to 24 to Tariff No. 116_B). 


Hog Deficiency Payment Quota. — The Minister of 


Agriculture announced that a producer might collect 
deficiency payments on a quota of 100 hogs. This 
would allow at least 85 ~ 90 per cent of farmers, on 
the average, to receive the same price for their A _ 
and B hogs as that guaranteed under the current pur- 
chase program which would be replaced by the déficiency 
payment plan on January 11, 1960. The deficiency 
payment was to be the amount by which the national 
average market price (calculated on the marketing 
year which began January 11, 1960).fell below the 
Support price, which was equivalent to $23.65 per 
100 pounds, warm dressed weight for grade A care. 
casses at Toronto. This new method of support was 
designed to bring production into line with the 
quantity of pork which could be marketed, and to 
permit market prices to be determined by supply 
and demand. (Department of Agriculture Press 
Release) . 


Aid to Prairie Livestock Producers. The federal 
government was authorized to reimburse the pro- 
vinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta for 
one_half of their expenditures toward transportation 
costs on shipments of fodder and straw and for the 
movement of cattle to feed between October 12, 1959 
and March 31, 1960. This aid was to apply in large 
areas of these provinces where unfavorable harvest 
conditions and the early arrival of winter resulted | 
in a critical shortage of fodder and straw for live— 
stock. This assistance was expected to help prevent 
heavy liquidation of breeding stock in these areas 
with resultant losses to owners. (P.C. 1959-1377). 
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November 12 Food and Drug Regulations Amended.— This amendment 
to the Food and Drugs Act provided for changes 


mainly in the use of food additives to, or of 
pesticides on, food products, From July 1960, it 
would require that “yellow AB and OB” commonly 
used in coloring butter and cheese might no longer 
be distributed for use in foods. Provision was 
also made for the use of thickening agents in 
relishes, and the addition of stannous chloride 
to concentrated fruit juices and of monosodium 
phosphate to the pumping pickle for cured pork 
and beef cuts. Additional tolerance limits were 
set on the proportion of certain insecticides 
pemissible at time of sale on the fat of cattle, 
hogs and sheep and on the meat of cattle, hogs, 
poultry and sheep; and of certain fungicides used 
on specified fruits and vegetables. (P.C. 1959_ 


1450). 
November 13 Food and Drug Regulations Amended.— The sections 


of the Food and Drug Regulations dealing with the 
labelling of food packages were amended effective 
January 1, 1960. These amendments stated the 
methods of declaring, on the labels of food packages, 
all the information required under the Food and 
Drugs Act for the information of the consumer. A 
maximum period of two years after proclamation was 
allowed to make the necessary label changes. 
(Department of National Health and Welfare Trade 
Information Letter, No. 178). 


November 16 Reductions in Some Northern Ontario Freight Rates._ 
The Board of Transport Commissioners, in its annual 


adjustment of rates under the federal *"“bridge" 
subsidy of $7 million a year announced a reduction 

in non-competitive rail freight rates on commodities 
moving across northern Ontario between eastern and 
western Canada. Effective December 1, the railways were 
ordered to reduce rates on the traffic affected, by 
4,72 per cent (current reduction was three per cent) 
and 15 cents (currently 10% cents) per 100 pounds 
from the normal charges. The reductions from existing 
rail freight rates for agricultural commodities would 
range from about two per cent for commodities with | 

a high freight rate to about six per cent for ship— 
ments (such as potatoes from Bradford to the Lake_ 
head) with a low freight rate. The reductions vary 
from year to year in accordance with the type and 
volume of traffic over the east_west “bridge”. 

A decrease in the type of freight eligible for the 
subsidy accounted for the increased reduction in 
freight rates, to maintain the total subsidy at $7 
million, The reductions did not apply to special 
rates such as those on grain, (Board of Transport 
Commissioners, General Order No. 853). 
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November 19 Fruit, Vegetables and Honey Regulations Amended. — 


An amendment, which became effective on November 

19, 1959, to the Fruit, Vegetables and Honey 
Regulations of March 1, 1955 (as amended), made _ 
three major changes as well as other general mod- 
ifications, to bring grade standards into line with 
current packaging and marketing practices which had 
proved acceptable to the trade during the previous _ 
year or two. One principal change was the establish_ 
ment of an additional five per cent tolerance at 7 
destination for "condition" of fruits and vegetables — 
any deterioration in the product during shipment due 
to causes such as decay, freezing, injury, or over_ripeness. 


The *:second major change was a revocation of the 
privilege of importing, for commercial purposes, 
without certification, up to 25 packages of any 
fruit or vegetable named in section 48 of the 
regulations. The cancellation of this privilege was 
intended to prevent the importation of produce below 
the minimum grades established for the marketing of 
Canadian produce. Also of importance was the re_- 
establishment of optional grades for apples_for_ 
processing, and the establishment of optional grades 
for sweet corn for the fresh market. (Ministerial 
Order under the Fruit, Vegetables and Honey Act). 


November 20 Acts Proclaimed Effective December 1. Amendments 
to the Length and Mass Units Act and to the Weights 
and Measures Act, assented to July 8, 1959, were 
proclaimed effective on and after December 1, 1959, 
(Proclamation). 


November 23 1959 Federal_Provincial Agricultural Conference. — 
The Honorable Douglas S. Harkness, federal Minister 


of Agriculture presided at the open session of the 
1959 federal_-provincial conference on agriculture | 
in Ottawa. In attendance were delegates from pro- 
vincial governments, representatives of farm 7 
organizations and FAO, and of some foreign govern— 
ments, The following day Mr. Harkness and Dr. J.G. 
Taggart, Deputy Minister of Agriculture, met their 
provincial counterparts for further discussion of 
agricultural problems. 


in his opening address to the conference, Mr. 

Harkness stated that in 1959 agriculture continued 

to maintain its position as a major contributor to 

the country’s economy. Farm net income for the 

year was expected to be somewhat higher than in 1958 
(when it was $1,278 million) in spite of a three per 
cent rise in the cost of commodities and services 

used by farmers. However, he thought that farm income 
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in 1960 might be lower than in 1959 as some 260 
million bushels of wheat, oats, barley and flax 

were snowed under in the Prairies and could not 

be harvested until next spring, and a decline was 
expected in marketing of hogs, and possibly eggs. 
The Minister drew attention to important new 
agricultural legislation enacted during 1959. More 
generous credit became available to farmers under 
the new Farm Credit Act which replaced the Canadian 
Farm Loan Act; and under amendments to the Veterans’ 
Land Act and Farm Improvement Loans ‘ct. Under 
another new Act, the federal government received 
authority to participate in a crop insurance scheme 
set up by any province. In regard to production 

and marketing, he emphasized the fact that surplus 
disposal remained a problem, not only for the 
exporting but also for the importing nation and 

both should share the responsibility. Surplus : 
stocks for concessional disposal might quickly dis- 
appear, aS in the case of dry skimmed milk, so that 
programs of assistance to needy countries could not _ 
be based on the assumption that surpluses would con- 
tinue to be available. Mr. Harkness had recently 
suggested that the FAO consider the desirability of 
establishing a working committee to study and make 
practical recommendations for the effective use of 
food resources, Because farm prices had continued 
low in relation to the prices of most other commodities 
during the past year, and some surpluses of agri-_- 
cultural commodities had developed, price support 
policies and programs received the continuing 
attention of the Department of Agriculture. The 
Minister said that: "The great problem with price 
Supports is to provide the needed help to the farmer 
but to do so in a way which will not serve as an 
incentive to produce beyond the capacity to market 
the product in Canada or in foreign countries”, 

To help meet this situation, the method of price 
Support through deficiency payments had been 

adopted for eight commodities ~ hogs, wool, eggs, 
sunflower seed and soya beans, Ontario wheat, s ugar 
beets and honey — in addition to the purchase and 
flat_payment methods in use for some other commodities. 
In reply to complaints about the deficiency payment 
method of support for hogs and eggs, Mr. Harkness 
said this method is “designed to give the great bulk 
of Canadian producers the already announced support 
prices, and at the same time reduce production to 
what the markets will absorb ... Under the new 
system the consumer will get the benefit of any fall 
in prices due to supply being greater than the demand 
in Canada". (Address by the Honorable Douglas S. 
Harkness) . 
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Federal — Provincial Aid to Alberta Livestock 
Producers. Under the federal_provincial program 
of aid to prairie livestock producers authorized 
October 27, the Alberta Government designated an 
8, 700_square_mile area along the Saskatchewan 
barder and bounded by Hanna on the south, Coronation 
on the west and Vegreville in the north, as the 
area in which farmers would qualify for aid in 
securing stocks of hay and feed between October 
12, 1959 and March 31, 1960. Eligible farmers 

who required feed might receive up to $12 per 

ton of hay or straw moved by rail or up to 

$10 per ton on feed moved by truck. Cost of this 
assistance would be shared by the federal and 
Alberta Governments. The feed shortage in the 
area was caused by spring and early summer drought 
and then rain and early snow at harvest. (Free 
Press Weekly Prairie Farmer). 


Assistance to Prairie Farmers for Unharvested 
Crops.— Prime Minister Diefenbaker announced 

a program of assistance to western farmers who 

had been unable to harvest at least 50 per cent 

of their field crops due to abnormal and unseasonable 
Snow storms. To provide some compensation such 
farmers, who would suffer a considerable loss even 
if they were able to salvage a large proportion of 
their crop in the spring, the federal government 
offered to share on a 50_50 basis with each of 

the three Prairie Provinces: 


a) a payment of up to $3.00 per acre on a maximum 
of 200 acres per farmer, or unthreshed crops 
of wheat, oats, barley, rye and flax; 


b) up to $600.00 per farmer, for specialized crops 
such as sugar beets, potatoes, vegetables, 
sunflowers, etc. 


In addition, the Prime Minister stated that the 
government was considering an amendment to the 

Prairie Grain Advance Payments Act (1957) to 

provide cash advances on 1959_crop unthreshed grain. 
The government had also decided to submit to Parliament 
a measure to provide for Dominion Government guarantees 
of bank loans on unthreshed grain. Mr. Diefenbaker 

said that it was proposed to have this dealt with by 
Parliament very early after it met on January 14. 

1960. 


Prairie Farm Assistance Administration officials had 
for some time been inspecting all areas where the 
crop appeared to be a total loss so that P.F.A.A. 
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payments might be made as soon as possible to 
those who came within the provisions of the Act. 


Explainingthe policy later, the Minister of 

Agriculture told the Press that the government 
considered the damage to western crops amounted 

to a disaster and so justified federal aid, al_ 

though the present problem was primarily a pro- 
vincial and municipal responsibility. Mr. Harkness 
said he had arrived at the $3.00_per_acre assistance 
figure by relating the estimate (based on past 
experience) of a minimum 20 per cent loss of an 
average wheat yield of 17 bushels per acre — 
equivalent to 3.4 bushels per acre. On the assumption 
that all the wheat salvaged next spring would be below 
first quality, Mr. Harkness set a monetary loss of 
about $1 per bushel or about $3 an acre. (Press 
Release, Office of the Prime Minister). 


Aid to Saskatchewan and Alberta Livestock Producers. -— 
The Minister of Agriculture for Saskatchewan announced 


that the railways in the province would issue a special 
tariff on hay - one-third less than the existing 

rates — and that the provincial and federal govern— 
ments would share equally the remainder of the rail 
freight on hay shipped to farmers in deficient areas 

in Saskatchewan. On trucking fodder, the Province 
would pay five cents per ton mile, to a maximum of 

$10 per ton, and claim half the amount from the 

federal government. 


Alberta farmers in an 8, 700_square-mile area ex— 
tending from the Saskatchewan broder westward to 
about Hanna and Vegreville would also qualify for 
federal provincial assistance on shipments of feed 

into stricken areas. Farmers who required feed 
would receive up to $12 per ton on hay or straw 
moved by rail or $10 per ton on hay moved by truck. 
(Canadian Grain Journal, November; and Wheat Pool 
Budget) . 


Under the deficiency payment program for the 1958 
crop of sugar beets, the Agricultural Stabilization 
Board during November paid Ontario growers the 
equivalent of 46 cents per 100 pounds of beet sugar. 
This was equivalent to $1.23 per ton of 17 per cent 
sugar beets and brought growers’ total returns to 
$13.45 per ton of such beets, Rates of payment 
varied slightly according to the sugar content of 
the beets, The guaranteed minimum price to Ontario 
growers was $7.98 f.0.b. factory per 100 pounds of 
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sugar produced from beets in the Province, which 
was about 93 per cent of the previous ten-year 
average return. 


Quebec growers were also being paid 46 cents per 
100 pounds of sugar produced from their 1958 crop 
of beets. (Agricultural Stabilization Board; Up: 
and Down The Rows, December 1959) . 


Report of the Royal Commission on Price Spreads 
of Food Products.— In December 1957 the Committee 


of the Privy Council appointed six Commissioners, 
with Dr, Andrew Stewart of Edmonton as Chairman, 
under Part I of the Inquiries Act as a Royal 
Commission to: 


a) inquire into the extent and causes of the 
spread between the prices received by 
producers of food products of agricultural 
and fisheries origin and the prices paid by 
consumers therefor; 


b) determine whether or not such price spreads 
in general or in particular cases are fair 
and reasonable, or are excessive, in relation 
to the services rendered; 


c) make such recommendations as they deem appropri-_ 
ate if any such price spreads are found to be 
excessive; 


d) examine the adequacy of price information 
currently available. 


Findings and recommendations of the Commission 
appear in Volumes I and II which were released 
about the end of November 1959. Volume III, to 
be issued early in 1960, reproduces a number of 
research documents, statistical data and more 
extended studies of the marketing of particular 
commodities prepared by the Research staff of the 
Commission. 


In its study of the period 1949-1958, the Commission 
found that indexes of farm prices and of retail 

food prices showed that farm prices tended to 
decline while food prices tended to increase. 

On a 1949 base, in 1958 the Farm Price Index was 
99.9 while the Retail Price Index of Food of a 

Class or Kind Produced in Canada stood at 120.2, 

The decline in farm prices which began in 1952 

was due largely to the pressure of agricultural 
supplies induced by technical innovation in the 
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industry and by rising prices prior to 1951, and to 
conditions experienced in the export markets. The 
tendency for retail prices to move upward could 

be attributed primarily to expanding consumer demand 
through rising population and incomes. The structure 
of the food marketing industries has also been a 
contributing factor to advancing prices to consumers. 


Contributing to the estimated increase of 149 per _ 
cent in the “marketing bill" was a 43 per cent in- 
crease in the per_unit cost of the non-food supplies 
and services used in the food marketing system, and 
a 28 per cent increase in the amount of services 

per unit of food. There was also a 36 per cent 
increase in the quantity of food sold off farms for 
domestic consumption but farm value as a per cent 

of retail value dropped from 59 per cent to 44 per 
cent. Prices of food marketing services increased 
(by 84 per cent between farmer and consumer) along 
with prices of goods and services generally. However, 
increasing efficiency in the food processing in_- 
dustries and distribution trades due to new technology 
and increased scale of operation resulted not in 
lower prices to consumers but in provision of | 
additional services including more expensive con— 
tainers and more brands. Evidence also showed that 
promotional efforts of food processing industries 
had not appreciably increased the volume of food 
materials consumed in Canada — the rise paralleled 
the increase in population in the ten years. 


Over the period annual real incomes of farm families 
from farming operations were slightly less in 1958 
than in 1949: labor input per farm decreased but 
investment per farm increased. On the other hand, 
real income per worker in the food industries in- 
creased by about 23 per cent (although the level 

of wages in the food industries has remained below 
the level of wages in comparable activities), while 
paid farm labor realized only an eight per cent 
increase, On the basis of average earnings of 
farmers from their operations, which were about 

the same as the lowest levels of earnings of employees 
in food processing, and of capital invested, it was 
evident that returns to labor and capital in farm_ 
ing were relatively low. At the same time, in ; 
retail chain food stores and in the prepared break— 
fast foods industry the average rate of profits 
after taxes was 17.1 per cent for five corporate 
retail chains and 29.2 per cent for three breakfast 
food firms. 


In its recommendations, the Commission doubted that 
the breaking up of large firms in the Canadian food 
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industries in order to create industries of 
small firms would result in net advantages, 
but "It could well be an object of policy ... 
to limit concentration or to prevent further 
concentration which offers little prospect of 
achieving further increase in efficiency." 


Other recommendations were: 


That ".,.. private companies be brought under 
Section 121 of the Dominion Companies Act" 

(that is, be required to provide the federal 
government with an annual financial statement). 
That the federal government take a firm stand 

in defence of a stable domestic price level;, 
and that the public support policies aimed at 
this objective. 

The establishment of a permanent Council on 
Prices, Productivity and Incomes, to keep 
reviewing the whole area of the food industries 
and report annually to the federal Cabinet. 
Extension of combines investigation into food 
buying practices ~ including contracts between 
buyers and primary producers ~ and into food 
selling practices of large business organizations 
in the food industries, and publication of the 
results. 

That where retailers give trading stamps, they 
must offer the customer the alternative of a specific 
cash discount on purchases. 


That, aS a protection to consumers, advertisers in 
co-operation with food industry be requested to 
adopt a code of ethics to guide food advertisers 
and reduce misleading advertising. 


Continued efforts by the Government in co-operation 
with the trade towards more informative labelling, 
Standardization of container sizes, and simplification 
of grading. 


Establishment of an office in the Department of 
Justice to which consumers could make complaints 
and which would gather and publish information on 
legislation to protect consumers and on services 
(governmental, trade and voluntary) available to 
aid consumers. 


That more complete information on the operations 
of small enterprises be obtained and made available. 


As a means of increasing the farm producer's share 
of the consumer's dollar, provision for federal 
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incorporation of co-operatives. 


That statistical services give more attention to 
improvement of data on incomes derived from productive 
services. 


Development of an approach to statistics designed 
to detect areas of industry in which efficiency 

is increasing most rapidly, and requiring a°closer 
look at the operations of firms in particular 
industries. 


Further recommendations concerned fisheries — 
federal_provincial legislation for marketing fish; 
grading standards for the fresh and processed product; 
collection of information on fishermen’'s total 
income, and correction of unreliable catch and price 
statistics for fish and fish products in inland 
fisheries, and continuation of a program to improve 
statistics for Newfoundland fisheries and integrate 
them into the general fisheries statistics of 
Canada. Such action would help to strengthen the 
economic position of fishermen whose bargaining 
power in regard to prices is relatively weak in the 
face of concentration in the fish processing and 
marketing industry. 


Although it was stated that food firms must exercise 
restraint. if price increases are to be avoided, the 
results of the Commission's inquiries “provide no 
reasonable grounds for condemning the whole food 
marketing system or every part of it". 


Federal Aid for Crop Loss.— Manitoba Agriculture 
Minister Hutton and Premier Douglas of Saskatchewan 


had announced that their respective provinces had 
accepted the federal government's offer of financial 
aid to prairie farmers who had been unable to harvest 
more than half their crops due to early snow. Alberta 
Agriculture Minister L.C. Halmrast told a press con- 
ference that the federal proposal was not suitable 
because it contained an “obviously impractical 
formula" of determining the farmers’ eligibility 

for assistance. “To base such aid merely on whether 
a farmer has more than 50 per cent of his crop un_ 
threshed is grossly inequitable and fails to meet 

the basic requirement of providing assistance on 

the basis of actual need", the Minister said. 

(The Ottawa Journal). 


New Deputy Minister of Agriculture Named.— On 
December 4, 1959 Prime Minister Diefenbaker announced 


the appointment of S.C. Barry, then Director-General 
of the Production and Markéting Branch of the 
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Department of Agriculture, as Deputy Minister of 
Agriculture. At the beginning of January he was 

to succeed Dr. J.G. Taggart who would be retiring. 
Mr. Barry graduated from the University of British 
Columbia and in 1925 joined the federal Department 
of Agriculture. (Office of the Prime Minister, 
Press Release). 


Animal Contagious Diseases Regulations Amended. — 


This amendment extended to range and semi-range 
herds of cattle the same conditions of area 
creditation as had applied to non_range herds for 
some time. If the percentage of infected cattle 

in a tuberculin_tested area did not exceed 0.2 

per cent during the three_year creditation period, 
and if there were no indications that the percentage 
of tuberculosis was increasing, the area might be 

so accredited for a further period of three years. 
(P2C 2°1959_1555). 


Deficiency Payment on 1959 B.C. Tomatoes.— The 
Agricultural Stabilization Board announced a 


deficiency payment to B.C. growers of $11.05 per 
ton for No. 1 cannery tomatoes and $6.375 per ton 
for No. 2 cannery tomatoes. This was the equivalent 
of 42% per cent of the 1959 contract price and 
brought the prices to the grower up to $36.05 per 
ton foro... 1) and (S2n sou for: Nowe ii Pow 19.59 1556)», 


U.K. Quota on Pigmeat from Dollar Area. The United 


Kingdom Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and _ 
Food had announced the establishment of a 25,000_- 
ton (56 mil. 1b.) quota for frozen pork from the 
Dollar area. In a press release, Canadian Minister 
of Agriculture Harkness stated that the resopening 
of the British market for even a limited quantity 

of pigmeat was of special importance at this 
particular time as an alternative outlet when 
Canadian hog production was considerably in excess 
of domestic requirements, Just before World War II, 
Canadian shipments to the United Kingdom totaled from 
130-190 million pounds annually, and by 1944 reached 
a peak of some 700 million pounds. Since 1950 the 
United Kingdom market has not been available to 
Canadian hog producers because of British import 
controls due to their dollar shortage. (Department 
of Agriculture Press Release). 


House Loan Interest Rate Raised. The Minister of 
Public Works announced an increase in the maximum 
interest rate on government—guaranteed loans under 
the National Housing Act from 6 to 6& per cent. 
(The Ottawa Journal). 
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Manitoba Farm Aid Progr tlined.— The 
Minister of Agriculture for Manitoba, Mr. 

Hutton, announced a graduated scale of assist— 
ance to grain growers and producers of special 
crops who were hit by fall snow storms. The 
assistance was provided according to need and 
was based on a yield of below eight bushels of 
wheat per acre or its equivalent in other crops. 
The plan extended assistance to individual 
farmers in areas outside the P.F.A.A. and to 
growers of special crops. Farmers who qualified 
for P.F.A.A. awards were not eligible for 
assistance under the provincial plan. The 
program fell within the framework of the federal 
aid proposal which provided for cost sharing up to 
stated maxima. 


The basis of the Manitoba plan is as follows: 

(1) farmers who harvested less than 50 per cent 

of their seeded acreage were eligible for $2.00 

per unharvested acre up to a maximum of 200 acres 

if their yield per acre was: five or more but 

less than eight bushels for wheat; ten or more 

but less than 16 bushels for oats; seven or more 

but less than 12 bushels for barley; three or more 

but less than five bushels for flax, soybeans and navy 
beans; seven or more but less than 12 bushels for peas; 
290 or more but less than 400 pounds for rape. 


(2) Farmers who harvested less than 50 per cent 
of their seeded acreage were eligible for $3.00 
per unharvested acre up to a maximum of 200 acres, 
if their per_acre yield was less than five bushels 
for wheat; ten bushels for oats; seven bushels fr 
barley; three bushels for flax, soybeans and navy 
beans; seven bushels for peas; 250 pounds for 
rape. 


(3) Growers of potatoes, sugar beets and vegetables 
were eligible for $20 per unharvested acre up to a 
maximum of 20 acres, if they harvested 30 per cent 
or more but less than 50 per cent of their crop. 
Those harvesting less than 30 per cent were eligible 
for $30 per unharvested acre up to a 20_acre 
maximum. 


Mr. Hutton said that further consideration was given 
to grain growers who harvested between eight and 

12 bushels of wheat (or equivalent in other grain) 
per acre but which graded below No. 5 Northern (or 
equivalent grade in oats and barley) because of 
weathering. Such farmers, provided they harvested 
less than 50 per cent of their crop, were eligible 
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for $2.00 per acre up to a maximum of 200 
acres, Where farmers produced a combination 
of grains and vegetables, a formula was worked 
out to equate vegetables to wheat production. 
(The Western Producer). 


Seed Grain Purchase Axrangements._ The Canadian 


Wheat Board announced arrangements by which 
producers were able to obtain up to 150 bushels 
of registered or certified seed wheat, oats, 
barley, rye or flaxseed for seeding purposes. 
A producer could deliver and sell to an elevator 
company a quantity not exceeding 400 bushels of 
any commercial grain in excess of delivery 
quotas and have the proceeds deducted from the 
seed cost. The proceeds from the commercial 
grain could not exceed the cost of the seed 
purchased. The Board was also prepared to 
permit the purchase of forage seeds for soil 
improvement by this method. Deliveries of grain 
made under this authorization were not subject to 
any deductions where the producer had recéived 
a cash advance under the Prairie Grain Advance 
Payments Act. This authorization was to expire 
June 30, 1960. (The Canadian Wheat Board 
Instructions to the Trade, No. 10). 


Alberta and Saskatchewan Farm Aid Plans.-— Alberta 
and Saskatchewan announced their programs under 
which they would share with the federal government 
the cost of providing aid to farmers whose crops 
were caught by fall snow, Under the Saskatchewan 
plan, farmers whose average yield ranged from 0 
to 5.5 bushels per seeded acre were eligible for 
payments of up to $3 per acre. If their average 
yield was from 5.6 to ten bushels per acre, they 
were eligible for a maximum of $2 per acre. In 
order to receive aid, more than 50 per cent of 

a farmer's crop had to be unharvested as of 
December 15, and payment was limited to a maximum 
of $6000 per farmer. The yield of all crops, 
including forage, was converted to equivalent 
bushels of wheat. The Saskatchewan Minister of 
Agriculture stated that payments under this plan 
did not disqualify the recipient for P.F.A.A, 
awards where crops could not be harvested next 
spring. 


The Alberta plan provided assistance to a farmer 
who harvested less than 50 per cent of the total 
acreage seeded to wheat, oats, barley, rye and 
flax. The maximum acreage of unharvested crops 
on which assistance was paid was 200 acres. 
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Eligible farmers received payments on the 
following basis: when five bushels or 
less of wheat per seeded acre were harvested, 
a payment of $3 per unharvested acre was made; 
when ten bushels or less were harvested, a 
payment of $2 per unharvested acre was made. 
All crops were converted to equivalent bushels 
of wheat. Forage crop losses were payable to 
a maximum of $3 an acre on up to 200 acres. 
Where farmers were eligible for assistance 
under P.F.A.A, they did not qualify for full 
payments under the FederaleProvincial assistance 
v plan. (The Western..Producer) . 
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PREFACE 


This publication, one of a series which began in 1952, 
records chronologically changes in federal policies affect- 
ing agriculture and the more important events affecting these 
oolicies. The material in the first five annual volumes was 
consolidated and issued under the title "Chronology of Canadian 
Agricultural Policies, 1952—1956".: Annual supplements have 
been issued since that time. 


The date under which each item is listed is generally 
that of the reference or source which appears in brackets 
at the end of the item. In these references, the letters 
"P.C."(Privy Council) refer to orders in council. 


Agricultural items from provincial sources have been 
omitted except where they relate to federal~provincial policies. 
This is because complete coverage was not available from all 
provinces, 


An index follows the chronological section of the 
bulletin on page 57, 
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1959 
December 18 


December 18 


December 30 


December 31 


CHRONOLOGY FOR_1960 


Meat Inspection Requlations.~ The Minister of 


Agriculture announced an amendment to section 7 of 

the Meat Inspection Regulations which provides that 
animals shall be slaughtered in accordance with the 
Regulations under the Humane Slaughter of Food Animals 
Act. (P.C., 1959-1588). 


(s ter Re Le .~ Regulations were issued 
under the Humane Slaughter of Food Animals Act. They 
were applicable in all meat packing plants slaughtering 
cattle, swine, sheep, goats, and horses under federal 
veterinary meat inspection. The regulations stated 
that a food animal must be rendered unconscious before 
slaughter and before it is hung for slaughter; and that 
it may be rendered unconscious by the use of mechanical 
stunning devices, carbon dioxide gas, or electrical 
current. Animals other than swine may also be rendered 
unconscious and slaughtered by means of a cut known in 
Jewish ritual slaughter as “Schechita". An animal 
slaughtered in this manner must be adequately restrained, 
before and during slaughter, by an approved method or 
device. The regulations also required the safe and 
humare handling of animals prior to slaughter. The 
reguiations became effective January 1, 1960 except 
for those relating to sheep, swine and ritually 
slaughtered cattle, which came into effect December 
LoilF60. GPG. 1959-1587) 


greement for Quebec Applies. Under the 
authority of the Agricultural Products Co-operative 
Marketing Act, the Minister of Agriculture entered 
into an agreement with a Quebec co-operative for the 
marketing of apples produced in that province during 
1959. The apples were to be processed and sold in the 
form of apple juice, apple sauce, apple pulp and apple.jelly. 
(P.C,. 1959+1639) . 


¢: e te i i .- Areas in 
south-central, northwestern and southwestern Manitoba 

had been selecied to test the effectiveness of a full- 
scale crop insurance program for the province. The 

three areas, comprising 16 municipalities in all, were 
selected as being representative of low ~ medium — and 
high-risk. areas as determined by the history of crop 
production in each. The program for these test areas was 
to begin operating in the 1960-61 crop year if the 
required 25 per cent of the farmers or the acreage in each 
area Was signed up by May 1, 1960. (The Western Producer). 


1960 
January 5 ULS. Sheep Embargo Lifted.- The States of California 


and Montana lifted their embargoes against Canadian 
sheep on December 31, 1959. The embargoes were im- 
posed during 1959 because of the alleged danger of 
Canadian sheep introducing the disease scrapie. The 
embargo removal came after changes in the Canadian 
Serapie Control Program made it identical to that of 
the United States. (Department of Agriculture Press 
Release). 


January 7 Pork and Pork Products Under Export Conirol.- The 
Minister of Trade and Commerce announced on January 
13 that pork and pork products would be subject to 
export control, effective January 18. Until that 
date a general export permit had been required to 
cover the export of pork and pork products to all 
destinations except the United States where the per- 
mit covered only a certain variety of such products. 
In order to export to the U.S. product from Grade A 
and B carcasses which were eligible for deficiency 
payments, an individual permit was required. Such 
permits were obtainable only after the exporter had 
purchased the product from the Agricultural Products 
Board at a price equivalent to the support price of 
$23.65. In order to carry out this arrangement the 
Agricultural Products Board was authorized to purchase 
pork products at the current market values and to sell 
them for export to the U.S.A. at prices prescribed 
by the Board pursuant to the Agricultural Stabilization 
Act. (P.C. 1960-20, January 7; Department of Trade 
and Commerce Press Release, January 13). 


January ll Interim Egg Payment.- The Minister of Agriculture stated 
that the Agricultural Stabilization Board had reviewed 
the egg price situation from the commencement of the 
deficiency payment program. It reported that for the 
first seven weeks, from October 1 to November 21], 

1959 the national average price received by producers 
was 36.2 cents per dozen for Canada Grade A Large 
eggs or 3.2 cents per dpzen above the support price 
but, for the last six weeks, from November 21 to 
December 31, 1959 prices had been lower. The Board 
pointed out, however, that during the whole period 
October 1 to December 31, 1959, the national average 
price received by producers was only a fraction of a 
cent below the prescribed price. In view of this 
fact no deficiency payment was considered necessary 
for the quarter. 


Egg marketings to mid-January were relatively high 
With an increase of over two million dozen during 
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October to December, 1959 as compared with the same 
period in 1958 and indications were that they might 
continue at a high level during part of the first 
quarter. In view of this possibility and to provide 
assistance to producers during this adjustment period, 
Mr. Harkness said the Agricultural Stabilization 

Board would make an interim payment, if necessary, to 
producers for eggs marketed during the period January 
1 to March 31, 1960. Any interim payment which might 
be made on eggs marketed during this period, however, 
would be included in the calculation of any deficiency 
payment payable for the 12=month period ending September 
30, 1960. (Department of Agriculture Press Release). 


January 14 Parliament Opened.- The third session of the 24th 
Parliament opened on January 14. According to the 
speech from the Throne the main proposal of interest 
to agriculture presented at this session was the con= 
sideration of emergency legislation to provide assisi~- 
ance to western farmers whose crops were hit by early 
snows. It was also proposed that the Feeding Stuffs 
Act be amended, The securing to farmers of a fair 
share of the national income, through the maintenance 
of prices of farm products, had received constant attention 
by the government and continued to be a matter of prime 
concern, Canadian farms had yielded surpluses which 
necessitated a revision of existing measures to stabilize 
fam prices to ensure that their purpose was achieved 
without a wasteful accumulation of surplus stocks. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.2). 


January 15 Manitoba Test Crop Insurance Premjiums.- Crop insurance 
premiums for farmers ranging from 67 cents to $1.67 
per acre (5 1/4 to 16 per cent) depending on the risk 
and area involved, were announced by the Minister of 
Agriculture for the three test areas in Manitoba. 

In the low-risk south-central area, coverage was on 

11 bushels of wheat per acre (60 per cent of the long- 
time average yield) or its equivalent in oats and 
barley, and amounted to $12.76 per acre. Premiums 

for this coverage ranged from 67 cents to $1.28 per 
acre, In the high-risk southwestern area the coverage 
Was on nine bushels of wheat per acre or equivalent 
and amounted to $10.44 per acre at a premium rate of 
from 78 cents to $1.67 per acre. In the medium-risk 
northwestern area coverage was on 13 bushels of wheat 
or equivalent per acre and amounted to $15.08 per acre 
at a premium range of from 98 cents to $1.51 per acre. 
These premium rates represented the actual cost to the 
farmer, . 


The “designated perils" to which the insurance was to 
apply included hail, drought, flood, excessive rainfall, 
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frost, wind, including tornado, pests and disease 
including rust. In the event of crop loss from 
one of these -perils, a farmer would be paid the 
difference between the actual yield of his crop 
and 60 per cent of the long-time average yield in 
his area. (Press Release, Manitoba Department of 
Industry and Commerce). 


January 18 Export and Import Permits Act Extended.- A bill to 
extend the Export and Import Permits Act to July 
31, 1963 was given first reading in the House of 
Commons on January 18. This Act would have lapsed 
unless renewed this year. (House of Commons Debates, 
Devo) 


January 19 0 io Chee eti e ended.—- An amendment 
to section 5(1)(b) of the Ontario Cheese Marketing 
Order extended the powers of the Ontario Cheese Pro- 
ducers’ Marketing Board with respect to cheese marketing, 
into the area of interprovincial and export trade. 


A further amendment provided that the amount of the 
levies or charges authorized to be collected by the 
Board should hot’ excéed 9/10 cent per pound of cheese 
marketed and should be in effect for a further period 
of one year (until April 30, 1961). (P.C. 1960-71, 
January 19, as corrected by ?.C. 1960-327, March 17). 


January 21 Prairie Grain Provisional Payments Act.- On January 21 
the bill to authorize provisional payments for the 
1959-60 crop year in respect of unharvested grain on the 
Prairies was passed. During discussion of this measure, 
the Minister of Trade and Commerce, Mr. Churchill, stated 
that the government had been concerned in the preceding 
months with the problem faced by western grain famers 
who had been prevented from harvesting théir crops be 
cause of unseasonal and abnormal rain and snow storms. 
He pointed out that the Wheat Board’s survey at October 
16 indicated that 250 million bushels of wheat, oats, 
barley, rye and flaxseed remained unthreshed. A later 
survey by the Board during December showed 100 million 
bushels of grain unharvested. 


The Minister said that while the over-all problem had 
diminished in extent, there were many producers, es- 
pecially in the more northerly areas, who had been un- 

able to harvest their crops. The proposed legislation 

was designed specifically to meet the needs of producers 
whose income was deferred until spring harvesting became 
possible. The Minister stated further that the legislation 
would not interfere with the Prairie Grain Advance 

Payments Act, which provided for cash advances on 

threshed grain. 


January 21 


January 27 
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The funds were made available to producers through 
their local elevator agents between the date the 
legislation was proclaimed and May 1, 1960. It 

was hoped that the provisional payments taken by 
producers would be fully repaid out of one=half 

the proceeds of their deliveries during the balance 
of the crop year. 


The amount of a provisional payment was to be cal= 
culated on the basis of one~half the unthreshed grain 
multiplied by 50 cents per bushel for wheat, 20 cenis 
per bushel for oats and 35 cents per bushel for barley, 
provided that one=half the unthreshed grain did not 
exceed the quantity deliverable under a general quota 
of six bushels per specified acre, less a deduction 

for prior deliveries, and less the quantity of threshed 
grain in store on the producer's farm. If one=half the 
unthreshed grain were more than a producer could deliver 
under a six=-bushel general quota, then the maximum of 
his provisional payment was the quantity of grain he 
could deliver under the quota, multiplied by 50*cents, 
35 cents and 20 cents per bushel for wheat, barley 

and oats, less the deduction referred to above. The 
maximum provisional payment on wnthreshed grain was 

set at $1,500. (House of Commons Debates, January 19, 
pp. 88125; January 21, pp.168-181; Bill C-32). 


Prairie Grain Loans Act.- A bill to provide short term 


loans to grain growers was passed in the Commons. This 
bili supplemented the legislation which provides for 
provisional payments for unthreshed grain. It made 
provisions for government guaranteed bank loans on the 
security of both threshed and unthreshed grain of any 
kind. Repayment was to be made out of deliveries and 
the producers were required to assign to the bank one- 
haif the proceeds from the sale of their grain. Loans 
were obtainable until June 1, 1960 with a maximum limit 
of $1,500 to any one farmer. This legislation provided 
an alternative method for the farmer to obtain cash. He 
was not able to obtains loan, however, if he received 
the maximum $1,500 under the legislation providing 
assistance for unthreshed grain. (House of Commons 
Debates, pp.161-203; Bill C35). 


m Credit Regulations Approved.- The regulations under 
the Fam ( nome Act which apply to persons obtaining 
loans under the Act were approved by the Cabinet. Under 
the Act a farmer may obtain a maximum loan of $20,000 
without supervision or $27,500 with supervision providing 
he meets the requirements for such loans. All loans 
secured by land must be repaid within 30 years and any 
portion secured by chattels, within ten years, at an 
annual interest rate of five per cent. 
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The regulations require that loan applications under 
Part II of the Act must be accompanied by an appraisal 
fee of two per cent of the loan or 50 dollars whichever 
is the lesser. Under Part III, the appraisal fee is 
two per cent or 100 doliars whichever is lesser. The 
appraised value of the land must be based on the value 
of the land for agricultural pumposes, based on the 
average yield and prices of farm products and operating 
costs, Livestock are to be appraised on the basis of 
the current market value or the average market value 
over the preceding ten-year period, whichever is the 
lesser. Farm equipment is to be .appraised at its 
market value as used a@quipment. Arrangements for crop- 
share agreements between the borrower and the Corporation 
permit, under stated conditions, grain to be used as 
collateral. Every borrower is required to insure his 
farm buildings against loss or damage by fire. The 
Corporation may accept prepayment of the whole or 

any part of a loan at any time. {(P.C. 1960-40), 

(The Canada Gazette, Part II pp.106-13). 


[ eS ~On 1720. 5 Agricultural 
storiticatioa Lone definiouey eer es averaging $2.96 
per ton ($1.01 per 100 pounds of sugar) to Manitoba 
growers and $2.45 per ton ($0.96 per 100 pounds of sugar) 
to Alberta growers had been completed on 1958crop sugar 
beets. Quebec and Ontario growers had received $1.15 
and $1.12 per ton of sugar beets respectively, each 
equivalent to 46 cents per 100 pounds of sugar. These 
payments brought growers’ returns up to 93 per cent 
of their previous ten-year average return. (Agricultural 
Stabilization Board). 


February 2 


February 3 Turkey Price Support.- The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board was authorized under the Agricultural Stabilization 
Act to offer to purchase Live No. 1 Turkeys weighing at 
jeast ten pounds but under 20 pounds and such other grades 
and weights as might be specified from time to time. The 
prescribed purchase price for Live No. 1 turkeys was 
set ait 20 cenis per pound, basis delivery Toronto, with 
appropriate differentials for other weights, grades and 
principal markets throughout Canada, and was approximately 
D4 per cent of the average price during the preceding ten 
years. This program was to be effective until January 
1, 1961. (P.C. 1960-125). 


February 8 Pork Embargo Removed. Canada’s prohibition against the 
importation of swine, uncooked pork and uncooked pork 
products from the United States was removed. The 
embargo was imposed in 1952 under the provisions of the — 


February 9 


February 10 


February 12 


on aay 


Animal Contagious Diseases Act, following a severe 
outbreak of vesicular exanthema in the United 
States, 


Removal of the restrictions on U.S. pork imports 

into Canada, as vesicular exanthema had been eradicated 
in the U.S., was in keeping with the principle followed 
in dealing with international restrictions involving 
the health of animals. The U.S. declared its swine 
industry free of this disease on October 22, 1959 as 
there had been no outbreaks since November 1956. 
(Department of Agriculture Press Release). 


W Defici ent.- The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board announced that a deficiency payment of 21 cents 

a pound would be paid on the 1959 wool clip. This was 

a decrease of seven cents a pound from the 1958 pay= 

ment and resulted from generally higher prices and 
improved marketing conditions during 1959. Payment 

was calculated as the difference between the support 
price of 60 cents a pound and the average price f.o.b. 
Toronto for the basic grades, Western Choice half=blood staple 
and Eastern Domestic quarter=blood staple combined, which 
amounted to 39 cents. 


To be eligible for deficiency payments,wool had to be 
clean and undamaged by moths, stains, etc, Payments 

were to be made on washed wool on the same basis as on 
unwashed wool, (Department of Agriculture Press Release). 


Prairic Grain Loans Act Requiations.~ The regulations 
made pursuant to the Prairie Grain Loans Act which was 
proclaimed in force on February 8, 1960, were released 

by the Cabinet, This Act provides short term government- 
guaranteed bank loans to grain growers up to a maximum 

of $1,500 on the security of both threshed and unthreshed 
grain of any kind, The regulations stated that all loans 
were to be repaid by September 1, 1960 and that the 
interest rate was not to exceed 5% per cent per annum 
Simple interest. The procedures in the event of default, 
and claims for loss by a bank, were outlined. P.C. 1960= 
117 (The Canada Gazette, Part II, pp.179-92). 


Canada=Ausiralia Trade Agreement Signed.~ The Minister 
of Trade and Commerce, Mr. Churchill, announced that a 
new trade agreement between Canada and Australia had 

been signed. This agreement, which replaced the one 
signed in 1931, bound the actual rates of duty on many 
items of trade which, in aggregate, totaled $87 million 
in 1959, The 1931 agreement provided that neither country 
might apply its anti-dumping legislation to restrict 
imports from the other country. An escape clause was 
included in the new agreement to permit either government 
to take action where material injury from imports was 


February 23 


February 24 


February 24 
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done to domestic producers, if no other solution . 
could be found through consultation. A committee 

was established in Canada and one in Australia to 

meet from time to time to discuss matters arising 

out of the Agreement such as any proposals limiting 
the quantity of imports. Canada has agreed to provide 
for the maintenance of special low rates of duty and 
preferences on Australian imports. (Department of 
Trade and Commerce, Press Release, February 12). 


ed.- The federal 
government pro¢laimed 4 in effect the 1958 amendment 
to the Customs Act which set out the method by which 
the Minister of National Revenue may determine the 
value for duty on any imported fresh fruit or 
vegetable of a kind produced in Canada. This amendment 
provided that the value for duty shall be the average 
weighted value of imports of the commodity during the 
preceding three years. The Minister of National 
Revenue may apply this procedure if he considers the 
market price in the country of export has declined, 
as a result of the advance of the season, to levels 
that do not reflect the normal value of the commodity. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.1342). 


Supr U BC Act.— The Supreme 

Court of Canada had just ruled that British Columbia 
legislation to regulate and equalize milk marketing 
returns would be valid if it did not infringe on federal 
powers to regulate trade and commerce. The unanimous 
decision dismissed an appeal by milk vendors in the 
Vancauver area who contended that equalization of pro- 
ducers’ milk prices and allocation of the vendors‘ 
share of the available market was unconstitutional and 
that the legislation was a device to levy indirect 
taxes, The court gave no opinion on whether the Milk 
Industry Act infringes on the federal power to regulate 
trade and commerce as it had not been asked to consider 
this point. (Free Press Weekly). 


Desiructive Insect and Pest Act Regulations.- The 
regulations under the Destru¢tive Insect and Pest 

Act were amended to incorporate further protective 
measures to guard against the importation of injurious 
diseases and pests on plants or plant material entering 
Canada. Section 209 was amended in part to include 

under “importations prohibited", plants and plant parts 
which have sand, soil or earth about the roots or in 

the packing material; sand, soil or earth unless imported 
under a permit for scientific purposes and sand, soil or 
earth used as ships" ballast unless a statement of its 
Origin were provided and signed by port and health authorities. 


February 24 


March 14 


March 29 
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This amendment applies to all areas excepi continental 
United States, Section 210 was amended by stating that 
certain areas which export plants and plant parts to 
Canada must have entered into an agreement acceptable 
to the Director, Plant Protection Division, which 
provides for the carrying out of all sanitary re- 
quirements pertaining to the production, harvesting and 
marketing of that plant material. Records showing a 
complete description of each nursery exporting plants 
to Canada must be made available for examination by 
the Plant Protection Division. The regulations also 
stated the conditions under which certificates of 
freedom from pests and disease are issued. Throughout 
the regulations the word "Director" was substituted 
for “Chief, Plant Protection Division". P.C. 1960-148 
(The Canada Gazette, pp.204-7). 


Regulations mere the Prairie Gratin Deayisional Pay~ 
ments Act which was proclaimed in force on February 
1, 1960, were issued. This Act provides advance 
payments up to a maximum of $1,500 per farmer on un- 
threshed grain. The regulations outline the requirements 
concerning the completion of application forms and 
provide sample forms of the type to be used by the 
elevator operator. P.C. 1960-119 (The Canada Gazette, 
Part IT, pp.194=201. 


niract f atchewan Rive: rexsion Tunnels Awarded.= 
An $8, 064, 175 Weout Pee was dwardéd for the construction 
ee the down=stream half ef five diversion tunnels through 

Which the South Saskatchewan River will flow during the 
buiiding of the earthen dam. The contract, which was 

the largest awarded to that date, provided for tunnels 

in the west bank of the river averaging 4,050 feet in 
length, an inside diameter of 20 feet and walls of 30 
inch reinforced concrete. Mr, Harkness announced in 

December 1959 that a $2,787,250 contract had been 

awarded for 5,500 steel] ring beams that would form part 
of the reinforcement in the tunnel walls. (Department of 
Agriculture Press Release). 


motion, need by the Mini ster of Trade re Commerce, 
Mr. Churchiil, had been adopted in the House of Commons 

to provide for a review of the methods of delivering 

grain to feed mills. The motion asked that the standing 
committee on agriculture and colonization be empowered to 
examine and inquire into the delivery of grain by producers 
to feed mills operating in the designated area defined 

by the Canadian Wheat Board Act and to report to the house 
on its observations and proposals. 


March 3l 
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In making the motion, Mr. Churchill stated that two 
different types of feed plant operations had developed. 
One type had elected to have an agreement with the 
Canadian Wheat Board in conformity with the Wheat Board 
Act and provincial legislation; another type of operation 
did not have an agreement with the Board and did not 
strictly conform with the Act and provincial legislation. 
Feed plants which operate under an agreement are required 
to buy their grain at board prices and issue producers’ 
certificates, all within the quota. Feed mills operating 
Without an agreement may acquire feedgrain at lower— 
than~board prices. According to the records of the 
board, there were 182 feed plants operating in the 

Wheat Board area and of these 60 had agreements with 

the board and 122 did not. The problem, said Mr. Churchill, 
is whether all mills should be brought under agreements 
With the Wheat Board, whether feed mills should be per— 
mitted to purchase feed free of quota restrictions and 

at prevailing prices on the basis of supply and demand, 
or whether the situation should be left as it is. 

(House of Commons Debates, pp.2555-2561). 


i eB -~ The 1960-61 budget was brought 
down by the Minister of Finance in the House of Commons, 
In reviewing the Gross National Product and the National 
Income, the Minister stated that "fam output remained 
high and cash income was at about the 1958 level of $2.8 
billion, three per cent below the 1952 record. The fam 
labor force declined a further three per cent during the 
year to a level almost one-quarter below that of 1952, 
and per capita farm cash income continued to increase. 
Accrued net farm income amounted to $1,108 million in 
1959, seven per cent below that of the previous year. 

The 1959 grain crop was larger than that of 1958 and 
marketings were about the same. In both years marketings 
exceeded production and stocks were drawn down. Income 
from the sale of livestock was almost unchanged in the 
year; a decline in marketings of cattle and calves, 
associated with lower exports to the United States, was 
mostly offset by higher income from hogs". 


The Minister noted that the shift from rural to urban 
occupations which had been evident throughout the post- 
war period continued in 1959, though at a lower rate 
than previously. It was estimated that about 22,000 
persons left the agricultural labor force in 1959 
compared with 26,000 in 1958, 30,000 in 1957 and 44,000 
in 1956, Since 1946, the agricultural labor force has 
declined about 40 per cent. 


Certain changes in the Customs Tariff affect Agriculture. 
Precooked potatoes in powder, flake or granular form 
entering Canada duty-free became subject to a MFN duty 
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of 174% per cent. The MFN tariff on iodized mineral 
salts such as that used for livestock was reduced 
from 15 per cent to ten per cent. "Agricultural" 
containers, and supplements to feeds for fur~ bearing 
animals became exempt from sales tax. (House of 
Commons Debates). 


March 31 P. f ihe 0 io Aspa Growers’ keting 
Board ended.~ Broader powers conferred on the 
Ontario Asparagus Growers’ Marketing Board under the 
1959 Ontario Farm Products Marketing Act Regulations 
were extended to interprovincial and export trade 
under authority of the federal Agricultural Products 
Marketing Act. (P.C. 1960-405). 


April 4 New Feeds Aci.~ A Senate Bill to revise and replace 
the existing Feeding Stuffs Act was first read 
March 31 and received second reading in that Chamber 
on April 4, It was designed to regulate the sale of 
livestock feeds, the main provisions being the re- 
quirement that feeds be labelled with a list of their 
ingredients and that the prescribed chemical guarantee 
(for feeds containing therapeutic agents for control 
of livestock diseases) be registered prior to sale so 
as to meet certain standards of quality and safety. 
Some technical details regarding registration, standards, 
packaging, labelling and analysis would be established 
by regulation under the proposed act so that they might 
be more readily amended to meet changing conditions 
and practices in feed usage. These details formed 
part of the existing act. The new act would become 
effective by proclamation. 


At the time, 6885 varieties of livestock feed were 
registered in Canada. (Bill S27; Senate Debates, 
pp. 490-496). 


iniexim Deficiency Payment on Eggs.~ The Minister of 
Agriculture, Mr. Harkness, announced that the 
Agricultural Stabilization Board would make an interim 
payment of eight cents a dozen on all Grade A Large 
and Extra Large eggs up to a total of 1,000 dozen 
marketed in the period January 1 to March 31, 1960 by 
producers registered with the Board. The national 
weighted average producer price for Grade A Large 
eggs during the period was 25.4 cents per dozen, or 
7.6 cents below the support price of 33 cents. The 
Minister stated that during the period January 1 to 
March 26, 1960, egg marketings were seven per cent 
below those of the same period in 1959 and for the 
week ending March 26 marketings were 12 per cent below 
those for the same week in 1959. The reduction in egg 
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marketings was reflected in improving price levels. 
Egg marketings had reached a more realistic balance 
With domestic requirements and, except for seasonal 
variations, prices were expected to remain at or 
above the support level. (Department of Agriculture 
Press Release, April 4; P.C. 1960-441, April 7). 


April 5 Canada- i e ee ill.- This Senate 
Bill to implement the new agreement for reciprocal 
trade between Canada and the Commonwealth of Australia 
and repeal the Australian trade Agreement Act, 1931, 
received first reading March 31, 1960 and second read- 
ing April 5 in the Senate Chamber. The new agreement 
was signed in Canberra on February 12, 1960 and would 
come into effect when ratified by the two governments. 
Initial and terminal dates of the proposed act were 
to be set by proclamation. However, it was provided 
that the Agreement would remain in force for at least 

three years and thereafter until six months from the 
day on which either government gave written notice of 
its intention to terminate the agreement. Schedules 

A (foodstuffs) and B set out the applicable rates of 
duty on the main items of trade between the two 
countries. (Bill S--28; Semate Lebates, pp.500~—504) 


April 6 Fourth Crop Insurance Test Area for Manitoba.- A fourth 


crop insurance test area was established by the Manitoba 
Government. The area ("the West Red River test area") is 
one of the province's major producers of wheat, oats, 
flax and barley. In making the announcement, the 
Minister of Agriculture, Mr. Hutton, said the new test 
area would give the government a better idea of the 
feasibility of a province-wide crop insurance plan. 
The coverage in this new test area was set at: wheat, 
ten bushels per acre, $11.85; barley, 15 bushels per 
acre, $11.29; oats, 23 bushels per acre, $10.56; and 
flax, five bushels per acre, $15. Premium rates vary 
from 54 to seven per cent. This area brought to 19 the 
number of municipalities under crop insurance coverage 
on a trial basis. (Winnipeg Free Press Weekly). 


April 12 960-6) Dai s ris.- The existing levels of price 
support for the dairy industry were to continue during 
the period May 1, 1960 to April 30, 1961:- 


Butter ~ 64 cents per pound for Canada first grade 
creamery butter scoring 40 — 93, delivered 
Montreal, with appropriate price differentials 
for other grades and qualities; 


Cheese (Ontario) —- 32 cents per pound for Canada First 
Grade waxed, f.o.b. warehouse; 
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(Quebec) — 31% cents per pound for Canada First 
Grade waxed, delivered Montreal; 


Whole milk for manufacturing - delivered by producers 


who did not sell any to the fluid bottled 
milk market, 25 cents per 100 pounds; 


Whole milk powder - The Agricultural Products Board was 
authorized to purchase some quantities 
i of whole milk powder, as a means of re- 


ducing butter and skim milk powder pro= 
duction to bring butter output into a 
more realistic relationship with consumption. 
The total quantity of whole milk powder to 
be purchased would depend on the trend of 
butter production during the year. (Ten 
pounds of whole milk powder is equivalent 
to approximately three pounds of butter and 
7.9 pounds of skim milk powder.) During 
1959 putter production totaled 324 million 
pounds, 20 million above the 304 million 
consumed. At May 1, 1960, total butter 
stocks were expected to approximate 75 
million pounds. To help offset the pro- 
gressive decline in butter consumption in 
Canada during the past two years, the 
Department of Agriculture was to undertake 
a publicity campaign to stimulate butter 
consumption. (P.C. 1960-466, P.C. 1960-467, 
P.C. 1960—-468, April 12, 1960; Department 
of Agriculture Press Release; House of 
Commons Debates, April 13, pp.3183-4). 


April 12 


pores Vee Wats er t.- A new three-year agree= 
tent to Pete: and diuensity trade between Canada and 
the U.S.S.R. was signed by these two countries in Moscow 
on April 18, 1960. It replaced the former three~year 
agreement which lapsed in February 1959. Provision was 
made in the agreement for the exchange of most~favored 
nation tariff treatment, and an understanding was 
reached on the valuation of goods for duty. 


For every dollar's worth of Russian goods purchased by 
Canada, the U.S.S.R. would buy two dollars’ worth of 
Canadian goods. Target set in the agreement was for 
Canadian purchases of $12! million per annum compared 
with the Russian purchases of $25 million which would 
include at least 200,000 tens (about seven million 
bushels) of Canadian wheat. If Canadian purchases fell 
below $12.5 million, Soviet purchases might be correspondingly 
reduced to maintain the twomto-one ratio. In 1959 
Canadian imports from the Soviet Union amounted to $2.3 
million and Russian purchases from Canada totaled $12.7 


April 13 


April 13 


April 14 


antAte 


million. (House of Commons Debates, April 12, pp. 
3135-6; April 13, p.3194; Department of Trade 
and Commerce Press Release, April 18). 


New Economics Division Director.- The Minister of 
Agriculture announced that Alex H. Turner had been 
appointed successor to J.F. Booth as Director of 
the Department's Economics Division, effective 

April 1, 1960. Mr. Turner had been vice-chairman 
of the Agricultural Stabilization Board and chief 
of the Economics Division marketing section. Dr. 
Booth accepted an extension beyond retirement age 
to act as special adviser to the Department and to 
represent it in such international activities as the 
Food and Agriculture Organization. (Department of 
Agriculture Press Release). 


Wool Support.- The 60-cent—per~pound support level 
for specified grades of wool, f.o.b. Toronto, with 
appropriate prices for other grades, was to continue 
for a further 12—month period, April 1, 1960 to 
March 31, 1961. Under this deficiency payment program, 
the Agricultural Stabilization Board proposed to pay 
one cent per pound on all grades of wool from sheep, 
except Rejects, delivered to registered warehouses 
throughout Canada, for each cent by which the average 
price per pound, f.o.b. Toronto, of all wool grading 
Western Range Choice, 58/60's, % blood staple and 
Eastern Domestic, 48/50's, 1/ 4 blood staple, was less 
than 60 cents per pound. This support level was 
approximately 113 per cent of the base price. (P.C. 
1960-514). 


Price Support for British Columbia Tomatoes,- The 
Agricultural Stabilization Board was authorized to 
provide assistance to tomato growers in British 

Columbia at the rate of $8.00 per ton for No. 1 

cannery tomatoes and $5.00 for the No. 2 grade, 

marketed from the 1960 crop. The Minister of Agriculture 
Stated that the assistance, which had been provided to 
British Columbia tomato growers since 1958, would not 

be extended after 1960. It was being provided in 1960 
only to allow growers to make adjustments in their 
future plans. While B.C. tomato acreage had decreased 
by more than 50 per cent between 1957 and 1959, and 
production represented only about six per cent of the 
Canadian output of processed tomato products, the 
Minister stated that producers in other areas had been 
able to carry on their operations without assistance 
under the Stabilization Act. (Department of Agriculture 
Press Release). 
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April 19 Canned Pork Exports Regqulated.- An amendment to the 
list of pork and pork products which may be freely 
exported to the United States excluded canned luncheon 
meat in 12 ounce tins. From April 19, 1960 this 
product, canned from pork bought by the Agricultural 
Stabilization Board, might be exported to the United 
States only under an individual permit obtained for 
each transaction. (Export and Import Permits Act 
General Export Permit No. Ex. 5). 


April 26 Wheat Fiou: ckpile in _N o- The Secretary 
of State for Extértial Affairs Eabied in the Commons 
on April 26 an agreement with Norway which had been 
concluded the day before. Under it, Canada would 
provide Norway as one of the NATO allies, with 20,000 
tons of wheat flour suitably packaged for long storage 
and delivered to specified Canadian seaports. Norway 
Was to inspect and assume title to the flour ait those 
ports and bear all subsequent expenses on it. In 
Norway it would be stored for emergency wartime use. 
When it was no longer fit for human consumption, 
Norway was to replace it by an equal quantity of wheat 
or flour, so that the original level of the stockpile 
would be maintained at 20,000 tons. The $10 million 
voted by Parliament in 1958-59 to cover the cost of 
food donations to NATO allies was not spent in that 
fiscal year as no agreements were concluded in time. 
(House of Commons Debates, p. 3271). 


April 26 Butter Price i.- The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board established that the support price for Canada 
First grade creamery butter, 39-92 score, would be 63 
cents per pound delivered Montreal and Toronto from 
May 1, 1960 to April 30, 1961. This was one cent per 
pound lower than the 1960-61 support level for 40 = 
93 score First Grade creamery. (Agricultural 
Stabilization Board, Creamery Butter General Requirements 
of Purchase 1960-1961). 


April 29 


oe to the "Regulations enane ing the payment 
of freight assistance on western grains and millfeeds 
shipped into Eastern Canada and British Columbia” 
(established by P.C. 1958-1628, November 27, 1958) 
effected changes in the subvention payable on western 
feedgrains moved by water to the Maritime Provinces, 
and to the rates of assistance to certain points in 
Quebec and British Columbia from May 9. A second 
‘amendment, dated May 3 and also effective from May 9, 
reduced the freight assistance payable in six provinces 
by an amount equivalent to the approximate two per cent 
reduction in general freight rates initiated May 6. 
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The combined effect of the two amendments to the feed 
freight assistance regulations on the subvention payable 
was as follows: The new rate of assistance on water 
cargoes of western feedgrains from Ontario or Quebec 
to the three Maritime Provinces was a flat $1] per ton. 
Previously there was no separate rate for shipments © 
by water but the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway 
enabled large boats to carry grains from the Lakehead 
directly to points in the Maritimes at reduced freight 
cost. On rail shipments from Western Canada, Ontario 
or Quebec to these three eastern provinces the changes 
in the scale of assistance were only those resulting 
from the reduction in freight rates. 


On shipments of western feedgrains to destinations within 
the Montreal Freight Rate (MFR) Zone, the rate of 
assistance remained unchanged at $5.00 per ton. 


On shipments to destinations east of the MFR Zone in 
the Province of Quebec, federal assistance continued 
to comprise a basic rate plus a supplementary allowance 
per ton. The amendments made no change in the $5.00 
per ton basic rate, but substituted 96 cents for 98 cents 
as the breaking point for change in basic subsidy and 
decreased to $7.00 the former $7.10 per ton higher basic 
rate, They also revised the method of calculating the 
supplementary per ton assistance. The $5.00 per ton 
basic rate of subsidy still applied on western feed— 
grains carried to destinations beyond the MFR Zone; 
(a) having a through carlot rail freight rate from 
Fort William of less than 96 cents per hundredweight; 
(b) having a combination rate at time of shipment 
consisting of the freight rate from Fort William to 
the MFR Zone plus the lowest local rate from a 
point in this zone to destination of less than 96 
centsper hundredweight; and (c) on the lines of the 
Quebec Central Railway Company except Daaquam and Lac 
Frontiere. For all other destinations in Eastern 
Canada beyond the MFR Zone, the $7.00 per ton:basic 
rate of assistance applied. 


The supplementary part of the assistance became the ower 
of the two rates below (instead of as in (a) to date): 


a) the excess of the through carlot rail freight 
rate from Fort William to destination over 
the corresponding rate to the MFR Zone; or 


b) the lowest local carlot freight rate from a 
point in the Montreal freight rate zone to 
destination. 


This change was designed to eliminate assistance levels 
in excess of the rail charges necessary to transport 
grain from Montreal or Quebec City to destinations. 

in the Province of Quebec. 
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The new B.C. assistance was based on the lowest carlot 
short line rail freight charges through Canada to 
destination. (P.C. 1960-564, April 29; P.C. 1960-596, 
May 3; and Department of Agriculture Notice to 
Wholesale Dealers under the Freight Assistance Policy). 


Census | ation Agriculture jn 1961]. 
proclamation asted April 29, issued under authority 
of the Statistics Act, declared that on June 1, 1961 
a census of population and agriculture shall be taken. 
Everyone must answer all questions in the schedule 

to enable the compilation of general statistical in- 
formation on population, housing, agriculture and 
trade of Canada, (Proclamation April 29, The Canada 
Gazette, Part II, Vol. 94:10, May 25). 


Freight Rates Reduced.~ Effective May 6 to July 31, 


1960, non-competitive class and commodity freight 
rates in Canada were reduced by a further two per 
cent. The cost of this further reduction was met 
from the $20 million one~year subsidy provided under 
the Freight Rate Reductions Act assented to July 8, 
1959. In return for this subsidy, the railways had 
agreed to reduce by about seven per cent, until July 
31, 1960, the 17 per cent general freight rate increase 
authorized by the Board of Transport Commissioners 
from December 1, 1958. (Canadian Freight Association, 
Supp. No. 1 to Tariff No. 84A). 


Chaat: An ctb aut Deputy Minister of Agriculture and 
member of the Agricultural Stabilization Board was 
appointed Vice-Chairman of the Board to replace A.H. 
Turner, Mr. Turner resigned from the Board to become 
Director of the Department of Agriculture’s Economics 
Division, S.B. Williams, Director of Administration 
for the Department, was appointed to fill the vacant 
position on the Board. (Department of Agriculture 
Press Release). 


Milk hase Program.- Under its 
authority to buy, sell or import agricultural 
commodities, the Agricultural Products Board was 
authorized to purchase up to 50 million pounds of 
whole milk powder according to board specifications 
at a price not exceeding 33.5 cents per pound, delivered 
into storage at Montreal or Toronto. (P.C. 1960-598). 


ang. Qulations Anended.~ New sections were 
added to the aa aReET ois to provide for the addition 

of skim milk solids to skim milk, and to require that 
labels on any, foods to which vitamin D had been added, 
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must contain this information on the main panel. 

The names of more fruits, vegetables, grains and other 
foods on which pesticides are used were added to the 
tables setting out tolerance levels for these substances 
when used on the various crops. (P.C. 1960-607). 


May 5 Forage Crop Seed Agreement Extension.- The Saskatchewan 
forage crop seed marketing agreement, authorized August 
27, 1959 under the Agricultural Products Co-operative 
Marketing Act for 195%crop forage seeds grown and 
delivered to the selling agency in the Province by 
December 15 that year,was extended to include deliveries 
of several kinds of alfalfa and clover seed, most of 
which could not be harvested until spring 1960 due to 
inclement weather late in 1959. Deliveries of the 

commercial grades of these seeds were to be accepted 
until June 30, 1960, under the amended agreement, for 
marketing through a separate pool but the initial 
payments were somewhat below those specified for seed 
delivered before December 15, 1959. (P.C. 1960-599). 


May 12 Catile and L t ices.- Support prices for 
cattle and lambs during the period April 1, 1960 to 
March 31, 1961 were to remain at the mandatory level -— 
80 per cent of the average price for the past ten 
years for Good quality steers and for Good lambs, both 
live weight, Toronto market. On this basis the support 
price for cattle was $18.20 per 100 pounds, an increase 
of 40 cents per 100 pounds over the 1959-60 support 
price. For lambs, the support price of $19.35 per 100 
pounds was 20 cents per 100 pounds lower than last year's 
level, 


During the 1959=60 year, cattle prices remained above 
the prescribed price but the Board spent some $360,000 
to support lambs .during the 1959 fall marketing period. 
(Department of Agriculture Press Release). 


May 17 t% and t Permit j Passed.- An amendment 
to extend the present Export and Import Permits Act 
for a further period of three years — to July 31, 1963 - 
was introduced in the Commons on January 18, and received 
second and third readings and was passed on May 17. 
The existing act was due to expire on July 31, 1960. 
Where the existing act referred to the Agricultural 
Prices Support Act, the amendment substituted the 
name of the Agricultural Stabilization Act, which became 
operative March 3, 1958. (Bill C=4; House of Commons 
Debates, pp.3963-68 and 3976-79) . 


May 26 Extension of ori C Dairy Products.- Import 
controls applicable to butterfat in various forms, 
cheddar cheese and dry skimmed milk under authority of 
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the Export and Import Permits Act, were to continue 
in effect on and after June 1, 1960. (P.C. 1960-733). 


May 26 Honey Price Support Continued. The Minister of 
Agriculture announced in the House of Commons that 
the 1960=crop honey would be supported at a price of 
13% cents per pound national average for white No. 1 
grade extracted honey produced in Canada. This price 
was 102 per cent of the previous ten year’s average 
return for this grade of honey and was the same support 
price as prevailed for the 1959 crop. (House of 
Commons Debates, p.4250) . 


May 27¢ Royal Assent for Iwo Bills.- The Bill to Amend the 
Export and Import Permits Act and the Feeds Bill 


received Royal Assent. The new Feeds Act originated 
in the Senate where it was read the third time and 
passed on May 4. It was introduced into the House of 
Commons on May 6, and went through subsequent readings 
and was passed on May 25. (House of Commons Debaies, 
May 27. p.4300; May 6, p.3625; May 25, pp.4244—46). 


June 2 


Canada~Australia trade agreement received Senate 
approval on May 10, first reading in the House of 
Commons on May 12 and subsequent readings and passage 
on June 2. It replaced the 1931 agreement and while 
it did not involve any changes in the actual rates of 
duty, it did make some important improvements in 
the type of tariff treatment and the margins of pre- 
ference which each country binds or guarantees to 
the other. New provisions deal with the application 
of dumping duties when material injury to industry 
results from imports and no mutually satisfactory 
solution is found after consultation; with the es- 
tablishment of consultative procedures to discuss 
matters arising out of the agreement and other 
questions such as import restrictions and instahility 
in international commodity trade. 


Australian goods would continue to enter Canada at 
the British Preferential tariff rates or better. 

On certain Australian products = notably raw wool, 
sausage casings and raw sheep skins — free entry 
would be bound in Australia’s favor. In practice, 
these goods had been duty free for many years al- 
though they were not covered by the 1931 agreement. 
Existing margins of preference on a number of items 
of particular importance to Australia were bound 
against reduction, In the case of dairy products, 
Canada was committed only to accord Australian dairy 
products British Preferential rates of duty or any 
lower rates accorded to a third country. 


June 2 


June 3 


June 8 
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Canada obtained . bindings or guarantees of actual 
rates of duty on an additional dozen items in the 
Australian tariff, and guaranteed margins of pre- 
ference on 53 items or sub-items instead of only 
33 under the 1931 agreement. 


The new agreement was to operate initially for three 
years from date of ratification, and then continue 
indefinitely, with either country having the right 
to terminate it on six months’ notice. (House of 
Commons Debates, pp.4441-49). 


Sugar Beet Price Support.- A support price of $14.23 
per ton of sugar beets yielding 270 pounds of sugar 
(100: per cent of the base price) was announced for 
1960=crop sugar beets grown in Ontario, Manitoba and 
Alberta. Producers were to receive a deficiency 
payment per ton equivalent to the amount by which 

the support price exceeded the weighted average 
price paid by sugar manufacturing plants for such 
beets in these provinces. Quebec producers would 
receive the same per—ton deficiency payment as 
growers in the other three main eg nen areas. 
(P.C. 1960-772) . 


Flour and Pork for Chilean Relief.- Supplementary 
estimates were passed authorizing the expenditure 

of $1.6 million for the purchase and transportation 

to Chile of Canadian flour and Agricultural Stabilization 
Board canned pork for the relief of disaster victims. 
About $1 million worth of flour and $600,000 worth 

(1 million pounds) of canned pork were to be shipped. 
(House of Commons Debates, May 30, p. 4337; May 31, 

p. 4359; June 3, pp.4489-91). 


ai i ed to Effect Budge es.- A bill 
te amend the Customs Tariff and one to amend the Excise 
Tax Act were read the first time in the House of 
Commons on June 8, the second time on June 13, and 
received third reading and were passed on June 14, 
1950. Both implemented the budget changes announced 
March 31. Their provisions were effective from 
April 1, 1960. Changes in Schedule A of the Customs 
Tariff included the imposition of a 17% per cent 
tariff on imports of pre-cooked potatoes in powder, 
flake or granular form, to bring this tariff into 
line with that on other processed vegetables; a re- 
duction from 25 per cent to ten per cent in the 
tariff on jodized mineral salt for feeding animals; 
and the addition of magnets for veterinary use to 
the "free" list of agricultural items. 
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Under the Excise Tax Act amendment, the 1] per cent 
sales tax was eliminated on supplements to feeds 
for fur-bearing animals, and on containers (and 
materials used in their manufacture) for sales-tax- 
exempt agricultural products as follows: barréls, 
boxes, baskets, crates and bags for packaging 
fruits and vegetables; boxes and crates for eggs; 
butter and cheese boxes; cans and insulated bags 
for ice cream; corrugated paper boxes for bread; 
flour bags; as and cream bottles; and milk and 
cream cans. Ltiys C-74 (Customs Tariff) and C73 
(Excise Tax Ac and House of Commons Debates, 
June 8, p.4690; June 13, pp.4818-4858; June 14, 
p.4884) . 


June 9 


Canadeeanatealia Trade Agreenenit Bill received 
Royal Assent and was to come into effect by pro~ 
clamation. (House of Commons Debates, p.4744). 


June 190 Rapeseed nota Grain.~ The Board of Transport 


Commissioners handed down a judgment which dis- 
missed an application of the Bogoch Seed Company, 
Lid, of Alberta for a reduction in freight rates 
on rapeseed from western Canada for export. The 
application of December 19, 1958 sought to have 
rapeseed declared a grain within the meaning of 
the Crow’s Next Pass Agreement, and so entitled 
to the special rates due such grains, or al- 
ternatively, that the existing freight rates 
on it were unjust, unreasonable and discriminatory. 
Hearings on the application were held in Ottawa 
on March 8 and 9, 1960. In the Board!s Judgment 
following the hearings, they stated “that the 
word ‘grain’ in the Crow's Next Pass Act and 
Agreement and in Section 328(6) and (7) of the 
Railway Act does not include rapeseed", (Judgment 
and Order of the Board of Transport Commissioners). 


June ll Extension f ec -~ Under the 
authority of the edenat Aawicniaunel Products 
Marketing Act the Ste, Anne de la Pocatiere Region 
Wood Producers’ Board was granted an extension of 
powers from June 11 , 1960 to regulate the marketing 
of wood in interprovincial and export trade similar 
to the regulation it has been exercising intra= 
provincially. (P.C. 1960-781). 


June 15 Fi ._Payvme 958-59 Wheat.~ Western producers 
were to receive an average final payment of 9.2425 
cents per bushel on the 367 million bushels of wheat 
they had delivered to the 1958=59 pool which closed 


June 16 
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May 20, 1960. The total amount to be distributed 
was $33.92 million after provisionfor ‘payment costs 
and the Prairie Farm Assistance Act levy. In 
February 1960 they received an interim payment of 

ten cents per bushel on all a of wheat delivered 
to this pool. 


Total prices realized by producers for the 1958-59 
pool were slightly below those received for the 
preceding pool. Final payments for 1958-59 and total 
prices realized by producers for selected grades of 
wheat in the 1958-59 and 1957-58 pools were as 
follows: 


Fj Total price realized 
1958-59 1957-58 1958-59 

¢ per bu. $ per bu. 
No. 1 Northern 9.374 1,62120 1.59569 
No. 2 Northern 9.869 1.58592 1.56069 
No. 3 Northern 65342 1.49794 1.48507 
No. 4 Northern 5,009 1.39630 1.40161 


(Department of Trade and Commerce Press Release). 


Prices.- The House of Commons agreed to a agrearniee pro- 
posed by the Minister of Agriculture: “That the 
standing committee on agriculture and colonization be 
empowered to inquire into the prices of fam machinery 
and to report to the house thereon", The Minister of 
Agriculture mentioned that the cost of machinery and 
of repairs to keep it in operation represented one of 
the big items in a farmer's costs. He felt that an 
inquiry into the reasons why these costs had been 
increased, how further increases could be prevented, 
and how present prices could be reduced, would be in 
the public interest. Two of the ways in which he 
thought costs might be reduced were through standard- 
ization of nuts and bolts to make them interchangeable 
anong various farm machines, and by the replacement of 
a number of large heavy separate machines with two or 
three basic machines having simplified, cheaper 
atiachments. 


Because of the broad scope of the inquiry, the Minister 
did not expect that the committee would be able to 
complete its study during the remainder of this 
session. However, it could “lay out the general 

lines it wil] develop, hear some evidence in connection 
with the matter and then be in a position to proceed 
with an investigation at the next session and complete 
the inquiry and report". (House of Commons Debates, 

pp. 4571-82) . 


June 16 


June 17 


June 23 


June 27 


June 27 
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Early Seed Grain Loans Cancelled. Cabinet approved 
cancellation of some $200,000 which farmers in 
Saskatchewan and Alberta still owed the federal govern- 
ment under federal=provincial seed grain loans incurred 
between 1919 and 1923. Since 1927 compromise 

settlements had reduced this indebtedness from $16 million 
to the $200,000. Many of the oustanding accounts had 
been secured by liens registered against the homesteads, 
pre~emptions and other lands — mostly marginal or sub=- 
marginal =- owned by small unit operators who suffered 
severe crop damage during the past winter. (House 

of Commons Debates, pp.4995-7). 


Prairie i e Re j Amended.— Farms 
having less than 25 acres of cultivated land had been 
eligible for award only if the farm were in the develop- 
ment stage and the farmer had further developed his 
holding in the year of award. An amendment to the 
regulations stipulated that such holdings would con- 

tinue to be eligible only if the farmer had been 
farming the land for three years or less. (P.C. 
1960-817) . 


Soybean Price Support.- Price support for Ontario soy 


beans was to continue during the l2=month period be- 
ginning July 1, 1960, at $2.00 per bushel for Canada 
No. 2 grade or better. This was the same as the 
support price for the 1959 crop and was 91 per cent 
of the ten-year average, compared with 87 per cent 
Lori1ss7.. 


Final figures for the 1959 crop were not yet available, 
but it was estimated that the deficiency payments 
which would be made to producers would total approx- 
imately $1 million. (P.C. 1960-882, June 23; House 

of Commons Debates, p.5357). 


Extension of Freight Subsidy.- A resolution introducing 
an amendment to the Freight Rates Reduction Act came 
before the House of Commons. It would extend for not 
more than nine months from August 1, 1960 the period 
during which the lower non~compétitive class and 
commodity rates apply, and would authorize a further 
$15 million compensatory subsidy. From August 1, 1959 
until May 5, 1950, the railways reduced such rates 

by about seven per cent and from May 6 =— July 31, 1960 
by about nine per cent, in return for a $20 million 
subsidy. (House of Commons Debates, p. 5415). 


W HOres Denar _Proposed.- Parliament discussed 
a sesblution providing for the introduction of a Bill 
to constitute a federal Department of Forestry, presided 
over by an appointed Minister and Deputy Minister. 


i DA 


Part of the proposed staff would consist of employees 
transferred from the Departments of Agriculture, 

and Northern Affairs and National Resources, (House 
of Commons Debates, p. 5415), 


June 28 Freight Rates Reduction Act Amendment.- After further 


debate on the resolution, this bill received first and 
second readings in the Commons on June 28, 1960. 
Under the original act which came into force on July 
8, 1959, the Board of Transport Commissioners required 
the railways to reduce by about seven per cent, between 
August 1, 1959 and July 31,.1960, the 17 per cent 
general freight rate increase which had become applic~ 
able from December 1, 1958. The railways received a 
$20 million compensatory subsidy. However, when the 
figures for traffic-carried during the period became 
known, the Board required a further two per cent re- 
duction in these rates from May 6 to July 31, 1960, 
bringing the total reduction to nine per cent, 


The amendment provided for a nine-month extension of 
this nine per cent reduction, and a further $15 
million compensatory subsidy. By the end of that 
period it was expected that the royal commission on 
freight rates would have finished its inquiry and 
submitted its report so that the government might be 
able to formulate a plan for the future before April 
1, 1961. (Bill C-81; House of Commons Debates, 

pp. 5475-5484). 


June 28 New Department Fore Bi troduced.- In dis- 
cussing the resolution before the bill received first 
reading, the Prime Minister said that, "A major reason 
for the establishment of the proposed new department 
is to bring together the research activities now con- 
ducted by two departments and thus to provide for better 
integrated and more effective research programs". At 
that time the Depariment of Agriculture Research Branch 
was responsible for forest entomology and forest pathology. 
In the new department these research activities would 
be integrated with those now under the jurisdiction 
of the Forestry Branch of the Department of Northern 
Affairs and National Resources. 


In addition to conducting research relating to the 
protection, management and utilization of forest re- 
sources and the utilization of forest products, the 
act would empower the minister to enter into agree- 
ments with other levels of government, or with in- 
dividuals, for such research or activities, including 
the protection, management, and disposal of timber and 
other forest products on Crown or other lands. 


ps) 
The act would become effective on proclamation. 


Mr. Diefenbaker went on to say that studies of demand 

for paper and other forest products indicate radical 
increases within the next 10-15 years. He maintained 
that forest industry expansion is possible on a con= 
tinuing basis, but that serious problems in forest 
production and forest management must be overcome. 
Federal research and financial help offered to the 
provinces to improve the management of their forests 

and to help the forest industries would in no way 
infringe on the rights of the provinces, Mr. 
Diefenbaker stated. (Bill C-82; House of Commons 
Debates, pp.0484-5505) . 


June 30 


Aheneiel which estat tional Assent on June ye 
1960 was proclaimed in force on and after June 30, 
1960. (Proclamation). 


June 30 Flour Donation.- The Secretary of State for External 
Affairs announced in the Commons that the government 
had decided to grant to UNRWA an additional $1 
million worth of flour as a special gift for world 
refugee year. Canada’s previous donation consisted 
of $14 million worth of flour and a cash payment of 
$4 million. Savings from the gift of this flour would 
be used for the opening of two vocational schools in 
the areas where refugees were living. (House of 
Commens Debates, p. 5578). 


RoVaL Asser wo M: wes.~ The bills amending 
the Excise Tax Act me the Customs Tariff received 
Royal Assent. (House of Commons Debates, pp.6034~86) . 


July 7 


July 11 ed.- Parliament gave 


euehin and third eedatinys LO, and passed, the Department 
of Forestry bill. Personnel transferred to the new 
department under the legislation included 550 from the 
forest biology section of the Department of Agriculture 
and 747 from the forestry branch of the Depariment of 
Northern Affairs and National Resources. (House of 
Commons Debates, pp. 6034-86). 


July 12 ) ficatio! nada—U.S.S. 
Paritemneint aaecete the ratiaication by AR of the 
protocol signed in Moscow on April 18 this year. This 
protocol renewed for a three~year period from April 
18, 1960 the previous three-year agreement in effect 
from April 18, 1956. An extension of the previous 
arrangements was the provision for annual consultation 
on matters of trade outside the agreement. These 


July 13 


July 15 


Nh eae 


consultations would consider matters such as Soviet 
practices in export markets which might be harmful 

or unfair to Canada's export interests. (House of 

Commons Debates, pp. 6104-6119). 


Recommendations of Senate Land Use Committee .— 


Recommendations resulting from a study of the small 
farm problem by the Senate special committee on land 
use during the 1960 session of parliament were con- 
tained in its second report, dated July 13, 1960. 

The session's study was concerned with the most 
effective utilization of Canada's land resources for 
the increase of agricultural production and farm income, 
and with the elimination of problem areas where farm 
businesses are small, productivity low and incomes 
inadequate for family requirements. The committee 
recommended further research to determine the reasons 
for, and location of low-income areas, and the 
institution of a Federal-Provincial Rural Development 
Program to deal with the areas of greatest need. 
Major responsibility for pinpointing the problems and 
needs of such areas should lie with provincial- 
municipal authorities, while federal and provincial 
governments should comoperate in supplying financial 
and technical assistance, and expanded extension 
services to convey to farmers the results of research. 
The committee also recommended co-ordination among 
federal government departments with regard to activities 
under a Rural Development Program. 


Their final recommendation was that the Senate Special 
Committee on Land Use be reconvened at the next 
session of Parliament to study water conservation, 
drainage, forestry and the encroachment of cities 
and industrial areas on agricultural lands, and to 
jnvite provincial Extension Services to describe 
their programs, problems, plans for improvement and 
expansion of their services, and their views on the 
appropriateness of an approach similar to that taken 
under the United States Rural Development Program. 
(Debates of the Senate, pp.1060—66). 


P n i Powder D i s+ The Minister 

of Agriculture announced in the Commons that a 

quantity of whole milk powder would be donated to 
approved international relief agencies for distribution 
under their welfare programs, particularly in the under- 
developed countries. This milk had been purchased by 
the Agricultural Products Board as part of the program 
for utilization of surplus dairy products. An initial 
donation of approximately two million pounds was being 
made available to UNICEF for immediate shipment to 

12 countries. 
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Further donations were announced by the Prime 
Minister on July 16 when he told reporters that 
Canada would send 20,000 pounds of whole milk 
powder and 20,000 pounds of canned pork to the 
strife=torn Congo as emergency food supplies, at 
the request of the United Nations. (House of 
Commons Debates, p. 6341). 


July 15 Whole Milk Powder for Internationa] Relief.— The 
Agricultural Products Board was authorized, in con 
sultation with the Department of External Affairs, 
to offer to international agencies or governments 
for relief purposes, donations totalling up to 25 
million pounds of whole milk powder. Authority was 
also given to the Department of External Affairs 
to reimburse the Board for such milk at the rate 
of 11 cents per pound, basis storage Montreal or 
Toronto, 


The maximum price at which the Board was authorized 
to buy the whole milk powder was 33.5 cents per 
pound, (P.C. 1960-948) . 


July 15 Seeds Act (1959) Proclaimed.- The Seeds Act, assented 
to July 8 1959, was proclaimed and became effective 
together with regulations under it. Under the new 
legislation, the Canadian Seed Growers' Association 
became the sole seed pedigreeing agency in Canada. 
The regulations provided for grades of registered 
and certified seed and of commercial, unpedigreed 
seed. Variety names for specified forage seeds 
could in future be used only for seed of registered 
or certified grades,instead of for all grades. 
(Department of Agriculture Press Release). 


July 16 Grain Prices.~- Canadian Wheat Board initial prices 
for basic grades of the 1960 crop of western wheat, 
oats and barley were to remain at the 1959 level of 

$1.40 per bushel for No. 1 Northern wheat in store 
Fort William/ Port Arthur or Vancouver; 60 cents per 
bushel for No. 2 C.W. oats and 96 cents for No. 3 
C.W. Six-Row barley, both in store Fort Willi 

Port Arthur. 


Initial payments for other grades of wheat, oats and 
barley for the 1960-61 crop year would be established 
at a later date on the recommendation of the Canadian 
Wheat Board. (Department of Trade and Commerce Press 
Release, July 19,:1960;. and. P.C.., 1960-979) . 


July 18 Frej duct ' t.- Consideration 
of this measure continued in committee and it was then 
read the third time and passed. (House of Commons 
Debates, pp.6419=23) . 


July 22 


- 28- 


Frui Vege d e i ded.- 
Changes made by this amendment to the regulations 
included rewording of some sections necessitated 

by the recent re-organization within the Department 
of Agriculture, a re-defining of grade standards 

for some fruits and vegetables to meet developments 
in trade practices, and several additions to Schedule 
B which sets out the dimensions and capacities for 
standard packages for fruits and vegetables. 


Some revisions in grade standards were provided 
for cherries, peaches, pears, potatoes and parsnips. 
For the fruits, the changes related to cleanliness 
and permissible damage at time of sale; they also 
lowered the box count for peaches to prevent in- 
clusion of under-size fruit in graded containers. 
Cherries might be marked Canada No. 2 (domestic) 
grade when packed in any of the standard containers. 


Other revisions concerned potato standards. More 
uniformity in sizes of potatoes would be required, 
especially for those sold in consumer—size packages 
weighing less than 25 pounds. Size limits were 
specified for both round and long varieties of 
potatoes. Seriously misshapen potatoes were to be 
excluded from Canada No. 2 grade. However, the new 
standards did permit a slightly larger proportion of 
below-minimum-size potatoes in both the No. 1 and 
No. 2 grades and proportionately more potatoes 
with hollow-heart in the Canada No. 1 grade. The 
provisions dealing with various types of “damage" 
in potatoes were reworded and definitions of the 
terms used to describe potato standards were made 
more comprehensive. The maturity requirements for 
new potatoes (in size and skin development) were to 
become effective September 15 instead of August 31 
each year. Sprouts on potatoes might no longer 
exceed 4 inch (instead of one inch) at time of 
shipment. 


Of importance for offshore sales was the provision 
that a heavier weight of bagging was to be used so 
that it would not tear during shipment. There were 
also additions to the schedule listing standard 
containers for fruits, vegetables and honey. 


The regulations became enforceable on date of 
publication in the Canada Gazette, August 10. 
(Department of Agriculture Ministerial Order). 


hi tes 


July 22 S ice 960 io Grains.- The 
Agricultural Stabilization Board has been 
authorized to support the prices of Ontario 
wheat, oats and barley during the crop year 
July 1, 1960 to June 30, 1961 as follows: 


Wheat -—- $1.39 per bushel for No. 2 Canada 
Eastern grade or better quality, sold for 
milling or export, on track at Ontario 
shipping points. 


This price is the same as that prescribed in 
1959 but is 82 per cent of the ten-year 

average (base) price of $1.70 per bushel, on 
track basis. As requested by the producers’ 
association, the Board has authority to de= 
termine the amount of any payments to producers 
on the basis of sales delivered at Ontario 
elevators. 

Qats -- 57 cenis per bushel for No. 2 C.E. 
grade or better quality, on track at Ontario 
shipping points, This is at the mandatory level 
of 80 per cent of the 7] cents per bushels base 
price but is one cent per bushel above the 
1959-60 prescribed price. 

Barley -<- 79 cents per bushel for No. 2 C.E., 
grade, or better quality, on track at Ontario 
shipping points. This is also at ithe mandatory 
level of 80 per cent of the 99 cents per bushel 
base price, but is two cents per bushel below 
the 1959-60 support price. (House of Commons 
Debates, p. 6735). 


July 27 Export Flour Price Adijiustment.~ The Canadian 
Wheat Board policy of adjusting the position 
as between wheat for export and flour for ex 
port to countries which import mainly flour 
began on March 1, 1957 and would continue to 
remain in effect during the 1960-61 crop year 
unless cancelled. This rebate applied to wheat 
produced in western Canada and milled for export 
to countries other than the United States, its 
territories and possessions and was intended to 
make Canadian flour competitive with subsidized 
U.S, flour exports. The amount of the export 
flour adjustment was to be announced by the 
Board each market day, to be effective the 
following market day. Separate rates might apply 
for different export outlets. 


Mills were entitled to the export flour adjustment, 
less a “mill area reduction” for mills in eastern 
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Canada, on wheat purchased from the Board and 
milled into flour for export. On August 2, 
1960, the export flour adjustment rates were 
4-5/8 cents per bushel for wheat milled into 
flour and shipped from Canadian ports to des- 
tinations in the United Kingdom and Europe; 

and to all other countries except the United 
States, its territories and possessions, the 
rates were 15-1/8 cents per bushel on shipments 
from Canadian Atlantic ports and 14-5/8 cents 
on movements from St. Lawrence, Churchill and 
Pacific ports. This export flour adjustment 
was subject to cancellation at any time without 
notice and might vary from day to day. Separate 
rates might be established for the various des- 
tinations and export outlets for Canadian flour. 


The "mill area reduction" represented the estimated 
saving in shipping costs, due to the opening of 
the St. Lawrence Seaway, on western grain moved 
from the Lakehead for milling in Eastern Canada. 
The "reduction" for the 1960 shipping season 

was two cents per bushel on wheat shipped to 
mills in the Montreal area; one cent per bushel 
to Toronto area, Port Colborne and Humberstone, 
Ontario mills; and % cent per bushel to Bayport, 
Ontario mills. As mentioned above, these 
“reductions” were deductible from the appropriate 
export flour adjustments allowed to eastern 
mills. (Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to 

the Trade, Mills No. 3, Crop Year 1960-61). 


July 28 New Farum Improvement Loans Requlations.- New 
Farm Improvement Loans regulations revoked and 
replaced those effective since January 1957, 
and the amendments to them. The only change 
included in this consolidation of the regulations 
was of an administrative nature, and no longer 
required that banks obtain receipts from farmers 
for expenditures in regard to building, fencing 
and drainage loans. (P.C. 1960 = 1020). 


July 28 1960 Crop Intitial Delivery Quota.- With the 
expiration of all 1959-60 grain delivery quotas 
on July 31, 1960, new quotas for the 1960-61 
crep year became effective August 1, 1960. As 
in 1959-60, the producer's specified acreage 
included Durum, which would be deliverable only 
on the unit or specified acreage quotas in 1960-61. 
For flaxseed, the delivery quota effective August 
1, 1960 was again five bushels per seeded acre 
recorded in the individual producer's permit book, 
subject to a minimum of 200 bushels. The Board 
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would consider an excess delivery quota of. 
one carlot of malting, pot and/or pearling 
barley if a sample had proven acceptable to 

a maltster or shipper and a premium were 

paid to the producer for the carlot of barley 
so accepted, Over—qudta permits issued 
August 1 — September 30, 1960 would expire 
December 31, 1960; those issued October l, 
1960 — February 28, 1961 were to expire three 
months after the date of issue; and those 
issued March 1 — June 29, 1961 were to expire 
on June 30, 1961. 


The initial delivery quota for wheat (including 
Durum), oats, barley and rye for the 1960-61 
crop year was again 100 units per permit holder. 
Each unit was the equivalent of three bushels 
of wheat, or eight bushels of oats, or five 
bushels of barley or five bushels of rye. On 
his initial delivery quota, the permit holder 
might deliver up to 300 bushels of wheat, or 
800 bushels of oats, or 500 bushels of barley, 
or 500 bushels of rye, or any combination thereof, 
which when calculated on the unit basis, did 
not exceed 100 units. 


Following the initial quota, the Board would 
again establish general quotas at individual 
delivery points, based upon bushels per 
"specified" acre. This “specified” acreage 
would consist of the total of each permit holder's 
acreage seeded to wheat ( including Durum), oats, 
barley and rye, and summerfallowed, and eligible 
acreage seeded to cultivated grasses and forage 
crops. (Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to 

the Trade re Quotas (General), Nos. 1, 2 and 

4, 196061 Crop Year). 


July 30 Price Support for Manitoba Sunflower Seed.- 
Price support for the 1960 crop of Manitoba 
sunflower seed for crushing was continued at 
four cents per pound under a second deficiency 
payment progran effective August 1, 1960 = July 
31, 1961. Under this program the Board had 
authority to pay producers the equivalent of the 
amount by which their average return for the 
crop was below four cents per pound for Canada 
No. 1 grade, ten per cent moisture, delivered 
to the crusher at Altona, Manitoba during the 
12—mo6nth marketing period. Four cents per pound 
was 93 per cent of the base price or ten-year 
average price of 4.3 cents per pound. (P.C. 
1960=1041) . 


July 30 


August 1 


August 1] 


August 3 


ED se 
Feed Freight Assistance Regulations Amended .— 


A change in the regulations authorized a rate 

of $5.00 per ton federal assistance on shipments 
of western feedgrains to Sorel and Three Rivers, 
Quebec, from August 8, 1960. This was a re- 
duction from the $7.10 rate of assistance to 
Sorel and $7.00 to Three Rivers previously in 
effect, but was the same rate as applied on such 
shipments to destinations in the Montreal Freight 
Rate Zone, which includes Montreal and Quebec 
City. The cost of transporting western feed- 
grains to Montreal, Sorel, Three Rivers and 
Quebec City has been the same, and this change 
provided each of the four points with the same 
rate of freight assistance. 


A second change concerned the level of assistance 
provided on shipments to destinations in Quebec 
beyond the Montreal Freight Rate Zone. The 

new level was determined by using the local rates, 
where applicable, from Sorel and Three Rivers to 
destinations. (P.C. 1960-1040). 


shat TLC Yatio The first annual report 
Mielidea the operations of the Canadian Farm Loan 
Board from April 1 to October 5, 1959. On the 
latter date the Farm Credit Act, enacted by 
Parliament on July 18 that year, was proclaimed 

in effect with a capitalization of $5 million 
inherited from the Canadian Farm Loan Board. The 
Corporation's operations were reported for the 
period October 5, 1959 to March 31, 1960. 


The Corporation makes loans at a statutory 
interest rate of five per cent per annum with 

the rate on arrears not to exceed 5% per cent 

per annum. (Report of the Farm Credit Corporation 
for the Year Ended March 31, 1960). 


ent i .- Royal Assent was 
given to the bill amending the Freight Rates 
Reduction Act and to the new Department of 
Forestry Act. The latter would become effective 
on proclamation. (House of Commons Debates, 
p. 7364). 


Custom Grinding of Grain for Feed.- Effective 


August 3, 1960 for the 1960-61 crop year, pro- 
ducers and feeders might deliver to any feed 
mill in the province in which their land was 
located, and any quantity of grain to be ground 
or otherwise processed and returned to then, 


August 3 


August 3 
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Without having the delivery recorded in their 
permit books. Supplements might be added to 
the grain during processing. In each quarter 
of the 1960-61 crop year, producers might also 
deliver to any feed mill within their province, 
quantities of wheat or oats or barley to a 
combined total of 25,000 pounds in exchange 

for the same weight of prepared feeds at the 
mill. These deliveries were additional to the 
producer's quota. Producers were to apply to 
the Board for permission to deliver more than 
the 25,000 pounds of these grains for exchange. 
Feeders who had no permit books might apply to 
the Board for permission to deliver feedgrains 
produced in the province to feed mills for ex- 
change under this program. Delivery of the 
prepared feeds had to be accepted from the 

feed mill by the producer within six weeks ~ 
after delivery of the grain. Feed mills were 
also authorized to pay any producer the Board's 
initial payment price for delivery of up to 

ten per cent more grain than the weight exchanged 
for prepared feeds, if the excess were within 
his delivery quota. A producer'’s certificate 
was to be issued for the extra grain and the de- 
livery entered in his permit book. 


Without Board permission, no shipments of grain 
to any destination, and no shipments of prepared 
feeds to any destination outside the province 

in which the feed mill was located, might be 
made by any feed mill. (Canadian Wheat Board 
Instructions to the Trade, No. 9). 


e D Gat.- To meet the current 
demand by overseas buyers, the Board wanted to 
increase its supplies of Durum grades of wheat 
in forward positions. Therefore, from August 


3 - 31, 1960, it placed Durum wheat on an open 


quota basis. Subject to local elevator space 

being available, producers might deliver Durum grades 
of wheat at the delivery points specified in their 
permit books or at any other delivery points with 
available elevator space. These deliveries would 

not apply against their 1960-61 initial or general 
quotas. (Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to the 
Trade, No. 11, 1960-61 Crop Year. 


Wheat for Gristing.- During the crop year 1960-61 


producers were once more entitled to deliver up 
to 50 bushels of wheat for gristing purposes without 
it being charged against their delivery quota. 


August 3 


August 4 
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Each gristing transaction was to be limited to 

the quantity the producer required for his own 
family consumption, Within this limit, producers 
might pay the gristing cost in cash and so receive 
more flour for the wheat delivered. (Canadian 
Wheat Board Instructions to the Trade re Quotas 
(General), No. 5, 1960-61 Crop Year). 


Iheat, Barley Oats Trucked to United Siaie 
Producers were again authorized to deliver and 
sell to the Board during the 1960-61 crop year, 
the equivalent of two bushels per specified acre of 
wheat, barley or oats for export to the United States 
by truck. This quantity would apply as an advance 
quota, chargeable against the producer’s individual 
delivery quota when the authorized delivery quota 
at his station was increased to five bushels per 
specified acre. Before the Board issued the necessary 
export permit, the grain had to be weighed and graded 
by a country elevator agent, who would issue a pro- 
ducer’s certificate covering the net quantity to 
be exported and conclude a local sale covering the 
same quantity and grade at the Board's domestic 
selling price that day. This easing of the delivery 
quota regulations allowed producers to deliver 
additional quantities of the three grains for 
export. (Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to the 
Trade No. 10). 


and Oa 


imed.- By proclamation, 
the federal Crop Insurance Act came into effect on 
August 15, 1960. New regulations issued under it 
became effective the same date. 


Under the regulations, “producer" means an actual 
producer, and includes any person entitled, as 
landlord, vendor or mortgagee,to the crop grown 

by an actual producer or to any share in it; and 
“crops” eligible are: wheat, oats,barley, rye, 
flaxseed, grain corn, buckwheat, soybeans, sunflower 
seed, rapeseed, potatoes, sugar beets, tobacco, apples, 
pears, peaches, plums, cherries and apricots. 


The method of calculating and determining the long= 
term average yield of any insured crop in any area 
must have the approval of the Director of the 
Department of Agriculture's Economics Division. 


Under an agreement with a province, the federal 
governmeni’s 20 per cent share of premiums charged 
would be available only on premiums paid within 
nine months after the close of the crop insurance 
year designated in the agreement. The regulations 


August 6 


August 8 
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also specified the financial statements which 
provinces were to forward to the federal 
government before receiving payment of an advance 
on account of contributions, or the final payment 
ofan advance—on-account-of—contributions,—or 

the final—payment in respect of Canada's contri= 
bution to the province for the year. Any over= 
payment of contributions during a year was to be 
refunded to the federal government. 


Each province holding an agreement was to maintain 
the records required by these regulations. (P.C. 
1960-1050 (authorizing Proclamation), and P.C. 
1960-1051) . 


F] Por A 2 Stocknili yn ther ue 
The Prime Minister announced that Canada would 
provide 30,000 tons of wheat flour in late 1960 
for wartime emergency stockpiling in the United 
Kingdom. An exchange of notes between the two 
governments provided that the flour, suitably 
packaged for long storage, would be delivered to 
specified Canadian seaports. At these ports the 
United Kingdom Government would inspect and assume 
title to the flour and bear further expenses in= 
cluding those of transportation and storage. When 
no longer fit for human consumption, it was to be 
replaced by the United Kingdom so as to maintain 
the original level of the stockpile. (House 

of Commons Debates, p. 7675). 


Canadian Food Mission to the U.K.~ The Minister 


of Trade and Commerce announced on August 8, 1960 
that a Canadian Food Mission would visit the 

British Food Fair in the United Kingdom from 
September 1 = 17, 1960 to explore the possibilities 
of increasing Canada's exports of fish and processed 
foods to that country. Following the almost complete 
removal of restrictions on the importation of food= 
stuffs from dollar countries, it was decided to take 
advantage of the demand for products that were 
formerly familiar to the British housewife. Eleven 
producers, representatives of ihe fresh and canned 
fish industry, honey and other processed foods in- 
dustries, participated with the Canadian Government 
in its attempt to restore the trade pattern of some 
20 years ago. 


The mission first assembled in Ottawa for briefing 
on market conditions and on arrangements made for 
them to meet with members of the British trade to 
discuss current requirements of the British market, 
and then left for London, and other leading distri- 


August 8 
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bution centers in Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland. 


A previous mission visited the United Kingdom in 
December 1957. (Department of Trade and Commerce 
Press Release). 


Acreage. g aL 
Western pnp producers became eligible for $1.00 
per cultivated acre shown in their wheat board 
permit book, on up to 200 acres per fam, under a 
policy similar to that of 1958. The cost was ex- 
pected to total from $41 ~- $42 million, roughly 
equal to the average of what the western farmer 
would have received if a twomprice system for wheat 
had been put into effect. 


In making this announcement in the House on August 
8, the Prime Minister said that this payment was 
considered the best way “to attain the ends sought 
by the two=price system, while avoiding its inherent 
difficulties ...". Under the two=price system for 
wheat, the domestic price would be above the selling 
price for wheat on world markets as long as world 
markets remained substantially depressed. Such a 
policy would apply only to wheat for domestic 
human consumption. Mr. Diefenbaker pointed out 
some of the dangers and obstacles in implementing 
the twomprice system or a fixed support type of 
deficiency payment. It was his opinion that the 
program of acreage payments would “bring about a 
measure of justifiable assistance this year to 
western growers, At the same time it would avoid 
doing anything that would impair the access of 
Canadian wheat to world markets or impede the 
necessary adjustments in the wheat economy". He 
also stated that "in connection with the bread 
national aspects of our planned agricultural 
policy, the government's intention is to present 
to parliament further instalments at a subsequent 
session designed to round out the program which 
was announced in August 1958", 


On August 9 the Minister of Agriculture gave 
additional information when a further supplementary 
estimate of his department was presented to the 
Commons, The estimate included items of $42 
million for acreage payments, and $1.06 million 

as the federal half share (maximum, $300 per farm) 
of the total amount paid by the governments of 

the three Prairie Provinces to farmers who had 

been unable to harvest at least half of their 1959 
crops that fall. Under this program, announced by 
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August 12 


August 12 
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the Prime Minister on November 27, 1959, farmers 
were eligible to receive up to $3.00 per acre on 

a maximum of 200 acres per farmer, on unthreshed 
crops of wheat, oats, barley, rye and flax; or 

up to $600 per farmer, for specialized field crops 
such as sugar, beets, potatoes, vegetables, sun- 
flowers, etc. Mr. Harkness stressed the fact that 
these payments.would be of particular benefit to 
the small farmer, as well as have an extremely 
beneficial effect on the whole Canadian economy. 
(House of Commons Debates, August 8, pp.7741-6; 
August 9, pp. 7790-7832 and 7843-73). 


j irie Livest P ers.- Parliament 
on August 10 voted $261,500 to complete payment 


-of claims made by Manitoba, Saskatchewan and 


Alberta as the federal half share under the agree- 
ment for emergency movement of livestock and fodder 
in those provinces. The program provided for 
transportation assistance on shipments of fodder 

and straw, and for the movement of cattle to feed 
between October 12, 1959 and April 30, 1960, after 
having been extended one month because of the late 
spring. This aid applied in large areas of the 
three provinces where unfavorable harvest conditions 
and the early arrival of winter resulted in a critical 
shortage of fodder and straw for livestock. Federal 
payments to the three provinces totaled $319,855. 
(House of Commons Debates, August 9, 1960, p. 

7872 and August 10, pp.7946 and 7957). 


Parliament Prorogues.- The third Session of the 
Twenty-Fourth Parliament ended. It had opened on 
January 14. (House of Commons Debates, p.7954). 


Varietie S i e e e 
Seeds Act.- A new Seeds Order listed in the schedule 


the varieties of seed which might be sold in or 
imported into Canada. This list designated the 


acceptable varieties of seed for field crops such 


as alfalfa, barley, beans, several kinds of grasses, 
and of clovers, buckwheat, field corn, flax, millet, 
Oats, peas, potatoes, rape, rye, sorghum, soybeans, 
sunflower and wheat. (Department of Agriculture 
Ministerial Order). 


Weed Seeds Order.- Seeds of the species of plants 
listed in the Schedule to this Order were designated 
as weed seeds for the purpose of establishing grades 
under the Seeds Act. (Department of Agriculture 
Ministerial Order). 
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August 17 Feed Grain Exchange.- In response to requests, 


the Canadian Wheat Board again allowed elevator 
companies to exchange with producers, on a bushel- 
for-bushel basis, Board stocks of No. 4 Northern, 
No. 5, No. 6 and Feed Wheat for wheat grading No. 
1 Northern to No. 3 Northern. These exchanges 
were made on the basis of the Board’s selling 
spreads between the grades exchanged, in effect 

at the time of transaction, less the company's 
charge for the service. Producers might exchange 
their wheat at a point other than their regular 
delivery point without permission and without 
regard to quota. (Canadian Wheat Board Instructions 
to the Trade No. 15, 1960-61 Crop Year). 


August 17 Saskatchewan Forage Crop Seed Marketing Agreement.- 


The federal Government signed the twenty-second 
consecutive agreement with a Saskatchewan 
association for the marketing of forage seeds 
under the terms of the Agricultural Products Co- 
operative Marketing Act. The agreement provided 
for the marketing of the commercial grades of 17 
kinds of forage seed grown in Saskatchewan in 1960 
and marketed through a central selling agency. 
(P.C. 1960-1134). 


August 17 Food and Drug Requlations Amended.- Two main 


changes became effective when the amendment to 
the Regulations under the Food and Drugs Act was 
published in the Canada Gazette of September 14, 
1960, The first deleted Oil Yellow AB and Oil 
Yellow OB from the list of colors permitted for 
use in foods from that date. Food manufacturers 
might no longer use food color preparations con- 
taining either of these substances, which had been 
common coloring agents in butter. In due course 
foods on the retail market would be examined for 
the presence of these colors. 


The second change applied to the general labelling 
regulations for foods to provide for some flexibility 
in the declaration of the common name of the food 

and to permit the name and address of the manufacturer 
to appear on the label separate from the mandatory 
declarations required by section B.01.003 (b) of 

the regulations. (P.C. 1960 ~ 1141). 


August 24 Qpe or Durum Whe ended.- Producers 
might continue to deliver Durum wheat under open 
quota from September 1 ~ 15, 1960 to any delivery 
point with available elevator space. These de- 
liveries were intended to increase the amount of 
wheat in forward positions to meet overseas demand 
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and would not apply against the producers’ 1960-61 
initial or general quotas. (Canadian Wheat Board 
Instructions to the Trade Re Quotas (General) 

No. 7). 


August 24 Initial Ouota Unit Equivalent of Oats Raised.- 

For the crop year August 1, 1960 ~ July 31, 1961 
the unit equivalent of oats under the 100-unit 
initial delivery quota was raised to ten bushels 
from eight bushels. Each permit holder was there= 
fore entitled to deliver up to 1,000 bushels of 
oats instead of the previous maximum of 800 bushels. 
Producers who had already completed their initial 
quota by delivering all or part of it in oats, 
might deliver additional quantities of oats under 
the expanded unit equivalent. The initial quota 
for wheat, rye and barley remained unchanged. 
(Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to the Trade 

Re Quotas (General) No. 6, 1960-61 Crop Year). 


August 24 Change in Hog Quality Premiums.- For hogs 
slaughtered on and after October 3, 1960 the 
quality premium became $3 for each carcass 
qualifying as Canada Grade A, instead of the 
existing $2 for Grade A,$1,for Grade B. 


The Minister of Agriculture forecast this change 

when he announced the revision in national grade 
standards for hog carcasses which became effective 
October 5, 1959, Mr. Harkness emphasized the need 
for improvement in quality if the Canadian hog 
industry was to maintain its rightful position in 

the domestic and export markets, and if consumer 
preference for pork products was to be sustained 

and increased in the face of strong competition 

from other foods. There had been some improvement 

in the percentage of Grade A hogs since the revision 
in carcass grades, and the Minister hoped the adjust- 
ment in quality premiums would provide added incentive. 
During the first half of this year, 30.1 per cent of 
hog carcasses qualified as Grade A. (P.C. 1960-1184, 
August 24; and Department of Agriculture Press 
Release, August 25), 


xtensi f i xoducer 
Board.- Gates onan aye of the federal Agricultural 
Products Marketing Act, from August 24, 1960 the Hull 
Region Milk Producers’ Board might exercise powers 
of regulation in the marketing of fluid milk outside 
the Province of Quebec similar to those it exercised 
in marketing this product intraprovincially. 
(P.C. 1960 = 1155). 


August 24 


August 31 


September 2 


September 9 


September 12 


September 13 
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eage e W hee 
The Minister of Agriculture announced that 
under the new regulations the Canadian Wheat 
Board had again been designated as the paying 
agent for the 1960 acreage payments and would 
begin mailing cheques to producers by September 
11, 1960. Payments were calculated at $1 per 
acre on up to 200 acres per farm, based on 
cultivated acres listed in the producer's 1959-60 
permit book. If the 1960-61 permit books had been 
used, payments would have been delayed for several 
weeks instead of being made in time to help farmers 
meet harvesting expenses. (Department of 
Agriculture Press Release). 


This aueackie nt to the regulations brought the 
requirements for potatoes imported from the 

United States into line with the revised standards 
for domestic potatoes. The changes applied to 
potato size, and to the date on which maturity 
requirements were to become effective. (Department 
of Agriculture Ministerial Order). 


Wheat. - To obtain sufficient quantities of Soft 
White Spring wheat for mill requirements, a 
supplementary delivery quota of five bushels per 
seeded acre of this grain became effective 
September 13 to producers who contracted with 

mills for production of this variety. Deliveries 

on this supplementary quota might only be made on 
the basis of special permits issued to producers 
concerning whom the mills had provided the required 
information. The special permits had to be attached 
to the producer's delivery permit book. (The 
Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to the Trade re 
Quotas (General) No. 9, 1960-61 Crop Year). 


Open Qugta for Durum Wheat Extended.- Durum grades 
of wheat were . continued on an open quota basis for 

a further twomweek period ending September 30, 1960. 
However, the privilege of delivering Durum wheat at 
other than the delivery point specified in the permit 
book was Withdrawn after September 15, 1960. (The 
Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to the Trade Re 
Quotas (General) No. 10, 1960-61 Crop Year). 


: rol List Anended.- Effective October l, 
1960, butter and the pancreas glands of swine 
became freely exportable (without an export pemit) 
to all destinations. Butter had been under export 
control since January 1951 and swine pancreas glands 
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(used in making insulin), from 1949, (P.C. 
1960 ~ 1248). 


September 16 Saskatchewan Crop Insurance Act Proclaimed.— 
The Saskatchewan Crop Insurance Act, passed in 
the provincial legislature on April 7, 1960, was 
proclaimed in force on September 1, 1960. The 
Act established a Crop Insurance Board of from 
four to six members to carry out and administer 
the Act. The Board might provide insurance against 
losses due to drought, flood, hail, wind, frost, 
lightning, excessive rains, snow, hurricance, 
tornado, wildlife, insect, infestation, plant 
disease or any other designated peri],. Upon 
receipt of a petition signed by not less than 
25 per cent of the ratepayers concerned, and 
including at least 25 per cent of the insurable 
acreage of an area, the Board might set up an 
all-risk insurance plan for any area such as a 
municipality. 


The premiums charged were not to exceed 15 per 

cent of the coverage provided by the plan. The 
Provincial Treasury might pay into the crop in- 
surance fund 25 per cent of the value of all 

premiums paid in any year. This fund was allotted 

a reserve of $200,000 provided by the treasury. 

A crop insurance disaster reserve fund was also 

set up to provide disaster relief. (The Saskatchewan 
Gazette, p.l; The Saskatchewan Crop Insurance Act, 
1960) . 


September 22 Further Extension of Open Quota for Durum.- The 
open quota for Durum grades of wheat was extended 
to February 28, 1961. Between September 15, 
1960 and February 28, 1961 all such deliveries were 
to be made to the delivery point specified in the 
producer's permit book, subject to elevator space 
being available. (The Canadian Wheat Board Instructions 
to the Trade Re Quotas (General) No. 11, 1960-61 
Crop Year) . 


September 22 Extension of Egqq Price Support.- During the period 
May 5 = September 30, 1960, price support for 
eggs was authorized to continue at the same level 
as had applied from May 5, 1959 ~ May 4, 1960. This 
level was the national average price of 33 cents per 
dozen to producers for Canada Grade A Large eggs. 
This was 83 per cent of the base price and equivalent 
to 44 cents per dozen for this grade of eggs delivered 
Montreal. The Board's authority to award registered 
producers any further deficiency payment it considered 
necessary was also extended to September 30, 1960, 


September 22 


September 29 
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but the maximum number of eligible eggs per 

producer could not exceed 4,000 dozen for the 
12-menth ‘eficiency payment period October l, 
1959 = Septemher 30, 1960. (P.C. 1960-1314). 


Egg Price Support for 1960-6].- The Minister 

of Agriculture announced that the price of 

eggs would continue to be supported under a 
deficiency payment program for the period 
October 1, 1960 to September 30, 1961 at an 
average of 33 cents per dozen to producers for 
Canada Grade A Large and Extra Large eggs. This 
was about 83 per cent of the base price. Under 
this method, the Agricultural Stabilization Board 
would make a deficiency payment equal to the 
amount by which the national average price re- 
ceived by producers for the 12-month period was 
less than the support price. 


Payments would be made only to producers marketing 
eggs through registered egg-grading stations, or 
to producer-graders selling eggs to retail outlets; 
and payments to a producer during the 12-month 
period will be limited to 4,000 dozen Grade A 
Large or Extra Large Eggs. To be eligible for 

any deficiency payment which might be made, pro- 
ducers had to register with, and have their sales 
reported to the Board by the egg-grading stations, 
or in the case of producer-graders, directly to 
the Board. (P.C. 1960 ~ 1315, September 22; 
Department of Agriculture Press Release, September 
231% 


Food ti ed.- Revisions in 

these regulations, effective from September 29, 
applied to labelling requirements, food additives 

and permissive levels of insecticides and pesticides 
residues on food and feed products. "Process Cream 
Cheese" and "Process Cream Cheese Spread" were two 
new terms which were defined and were to appear on the 
labels of the appropriate foods. Where sugar or dextrose 
had been added to fruit juice, the labels had to name 
the substance and indicate its proportion by weight. 
This requirement became the same as that under the 
Fruit and Vegetable Regulations. The third revision 
concerned labelling and advertising requirements for 
foods to which vitamins had been added. 


Provision was made for the addition of a new emulsifier 
to shortening other than butter or lard; of corn syrup 
or corn syrup solids to ice cream, and of glucose solids 

to frozen fruit as sweetening agents. 


October 3 


October ll 


October 11 


=! AQ = 


Tolerance levels of some insecticides and 
pesticides permissible on fruit, vegetables 

or grains at time of sale were revised or 

new items added to the tables. These tables 
also included tolerance levels for two new 
substances which might appear as residues in 
the fat. of meats and in chicken meat, fat, 
livers or kidneys at the time of sale for human 
consumption. (P.C. 1960-1334). 


Department of Forestry Act Proclaimed.- The 
first of October 1960 was proclaimed as the 
date on which the Department of Forestry Act 
became effective. This act (Chapter 41 of the 
1960 Statutes of Canada) received Royal Assent 
on August 1, 1960. The Hon. Hugh John Flemming 
Was appointed Minister of the new department. 
(Proclamation published in The Canada Gazette 
of October 8). 


New Minister of Agriculture Appointed.— The 

Prime Minister announced the appointment of 

the Hon, Francis Alvin G. Hamilton as Minister 

of Agriculture, to succeed the Hon. Douglas S. 
Harkness, who had been appointed Minister of 
National Defence. Mr. Hamilton was previously 
Minister of Northern Affairs and National Resources. 


At the same time it was also announced that the 
Canadian Wheat Board would come under the jurisdiction 
of the Department of Agriculture rather than of the 
Department of Trade and Commerce. 


Te Decenni & dqa.- Further details 
of the Census of population and agriculture, to take 
place on June 1, 1961 were announced by the Minister 
of Trade and Commerce. The results of this Census 
will form the basis for the next redistribution of 
membership in the House of Commons and, at the same 
time will provide a valuable national inventory 

for information on the composition of Canada's 
population, on the types of homes in which they 
live, on the area of agricultural holdings and the 
types of faming operations, and on the size and 
nature of businesses conducted by trade and service 
establishments. 


The Census of Agriculture will collect detailed 
information on the operation of Canada's farms 

and small agricultural holdings. Inquiries will 

be included on sizes of farms, tenure, land use, 

crop acreages, numbers and kinds of livestock, numbers 
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and types of farm machinery and equipment and 

farm labor. Amajor feature will be a class- 

ification of farms based on the volume of sales 

and principal products sold. Special questionnaires 
will be used to obtain information on wood products 
taken from farm woodlands, and for reporting irrigation 
on fams in certain provinces, 


It is expected that, with the installation of 

an advanced type Electronic Data Processing Machine 
at the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, preliminary 
“results of the 1961 Census will start to become 
available within the first few months after the 
Census date. Final counts of the population will 

be issued early in 1962, followed by results of 

the Censuses of Agriculture and Housing. 

(D.B.S. Daily Bulletin). 


October 19 Department of Agriculture Appointment.- Mr. Sydney 
B. Williams, formerly Director of Administration 
for the Canada Department of Agriculture, was 
appointed Director-General of the department's 
Production and Marketing Branch. He had been with 
the department since 1935 and was also appointed 
a member of the three-man Agricultural Stabilization 
Board in May 1960. (Department of Agriculture Press 


Release). 
October 20 Quebec Apple Marketing Board.- Under authority 


of the federal Agricultural Products Marketing 

Act the Quebec Apple Growers’ Marketing Board was 
granted an extension of powers to regulate the 
marketing of Quebec apples in interprovincial and 
export trade similar to the regulation it exercises 
Within the Province. (P.C. 1960-1430). 


October 20 Deficie e 59-C Soybe e~ The 
Ontario Soybean Growers Marketing Board announced 
that deficiency payments would be made - | 
on the 1959 crop of soybeans under the price support 
program. Cheques were to be mailed after the 
Agricultural Stabilization Board had authorized 
the individual amounts. The Stabilization Board 
later authorized deficiency payments amounting to 
13.5 cents per bushel for a total of 6.3 million 
bushels of Ontario soybeans. This represented the 
difference between the average price producers 
received for their beans during the marketing 
year and the support level of $2.00 per bushel. 
(The Globe and Mail, p.5; Canadian Federation 
of Agriculture. Information Bulletin, November 
1960). 


- 456 = 


October 24 Pembina Wheat ts.- The Canadian 


Wheat Board was to prohibit export of seed of the 
new rust-resistant Pembina wheat until the end 

of the current, crop year. July 31, 196]. This 
action would permit the building up of supplies 
for seeding by farmers in Western Canada during 
the next crop year. 


"Pembina" was developed by Canada Department of 
Agriculture scientists and released to farmers 

in Manitoba and eastern Saskatchewan in the spring 

of 1960. Supplies were estimated at 200,000 

bushels, much of which was inspected for registration 
during the summer. They were in the hands of growers 
or the local seed trade during the last quarter of 
1960. 


The new variety has high milling and baking 
qualities, has more resistance to rust and is 
slightly earlier than Selkirk, the dominant rusi- 
resistant variety to date. (Canada Department 

of Agriculture Press Release). 


October 24 Frej ease U.S,~Related Cs. An 

increase of 4 cent per 100 pounds on rates less 
than 65 cents ( and one cent per 100 pounds on 
those over 65 cents) became effective on inter- 
national "overhead" and most import and export rail 
freight rates. Such U.S.-related rates have followed 
U.S. general increases and have been exempt from 
Canadian general increases. As the rise would have 
considerable effect on export grain costs, the 
Canadian Wheat Board issued revised instructions 
concerning accounting differentials for grain 
moved according to the schedule of costs listed 
in the "instructions". (The Canadian Wheat 
Board Instructions to the Trade, Shippers and 
Exporters No. 10, Crop Year 1960-61). 


October 24 
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Wheat .- exp egis 
Seed Wheat, as formerly, was only to be authorized 
during the 1960-61 crop year under individual export 
permits. However, permits would not be issued for 
the export of Pembina wheat. This ban was extended 
to all Commercial grades of Pembina wheat from 
October 26, 1960. 


Permits for the export of Registered and/ or Certified 

Seed Wheat would be issued where satisfactory evidence 

had been submitted with the individual applications 

that the country of destination was normally a regular 
purchaser of such Canadian seed wheat and that .the 

wheat was for use within that country and not for re-export. 


October 27 


October 3l 


November 7 
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Before issuing permits for the export of Registered 
and/or Certified Seed Wheat to destinations other 
than normal markets, the Board might require sat- 
isfactory evidence that the seed wheat was to be 
imported for seeding purposes and was neither for 
re-export from that destination nor for human 
consumption, After the export permits had been 
issued this wheat was to be shipped in sacks 
sealed in accordance with the requirements of the 
Canada Department of Agriculture. (Canadian Wheat 
Board Instructions to the Trade, Shippers and 
Exporters, No. 12, Crop Year 1960-61, October 

24; and No. 13 (Pembina Wheat), October 26). 


Delivery Quota on Flaxseed.~ Effective October 31, 


the delivery quota on flaxseed at all delivery 
points was increased to 8 (from 5) bushels per 
seeded acre of flaxseed recorded in each producer's 
permit book, The previous minimum delivery of 

200 bushels was increased to 300. 


All such producer deliveres were to apply against 
the authorized flaxseed quota — not against his 
initial or specified acreage quota. (Canadian 
Wheat Board Instructions to the Trade re Quotas 
(General) No. 13, 1960-61 Crop Year). 


Reduction.- The gard af Transport Cane aut 
issued a Judgment barring the application of sub- 
sidized freight rates to goods which enter Canada 
at ports in the three Maritime Provinces and then 
move from these points as domestic traffic. The 
judgment puts the onus on the railways to make 
“reasonable” inquiries to find out whether any 
given shipment is an import or domestic movement, 
Under the 1927 Maritime Freight Rates Act domestic 
rail shipments in the Atlantic Provinces and that 
part of Quebec east of Levis got freight rate 
reductions of either 20 or 30 per cent, depending 


on destination. (Judgment; Board of Transport 


Commissioners). 


year rie Sanat Peon eorinci aL Conference on 
agriculture was held on a different basis. On 

November Y% and 8 there was a closed session at which 
federal and provincial officials held a preliminary 
discussion of the reports and working papers to 

be presented at the Conference on November 9. 

During the second afternoon the Minister of 
Agriculture, the Hon. Alvin Hamilton, met with 
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the provincial Ministers and Deputy Ministers 

of Agriculture to consider agricultural problems. 
On the third day, November 9, the open session 
of the Conference took place. This was similar 
to previous conferences where reports prepared 
by federal agricultural economists were pre= 
sented and discussed. Following the discussion, 
statements were made by the federal and the 
provincial Ministers of Agriculture, and briefs 
from the Canadian Federation of Agriculture and 
the Interprovincial Farm Union Council were pre~ 
sented. 


November 14 Controls Relaxed on Pork Exporis to U.S.- Pork 
and pork products became freely exportable under 
General Export Permit to all destinations (including 
the United States). Individual permits had been 
required for exports to the United States of pork 
products from Grade A and Grade B carcasses from 
January 18, 1960, and of canned pork luncheon 
meat in 12=ounce tins from April 19, 1960 because 
of the deficiency payment support program for hogs. 


As hog prices had remained above the support level 
for some time it was decided to cancel the individual 
export permit requirement for pork products, which 
had been imposed to prevent the export of subsidized 
pork to the United States, (General Export Permit 
No. Ex. 4 (Export and Import Permits Act). 


November 16 i i Diseases Re jon ended.~- 
The amendment makes two changes in the regulations 
to prevent the spread of disease when animals are 
fed uncooked garbage. First, "slaughterhouses" 
and "institutions" have been added to the list of 
premises required to cook garbage before feeding 
it to animals. The second change is the incorporation 
in the regulations of the terms of the agreement 
previously signed by owners of premises in order 
to obtain a permit for feeding garbage to livestock. 
This amendment makes it possible to prosecute 
offenders. (P.C. 1960-1549). 


November 17 Parliament Opened.= The 4th Session of the 24th 
Canadian Parliament opened. Several measures 
introduced would affect agriculture. As a step 
in the national agricultural progran, a bill would 
authorize the federal government to join with pro= 
vincial authorities and local groups throughout 
Canada in comprehensive programs of rural re- 
habilitation and development, The government be- 
lieves that widening the uses of Canada's farm 
lands and water resources will help make faming 
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more stable and remunerative. A productivity 
council would be established to improve Canada’s 
competitive position in export and domestic 
markets, employment, and standard of living. 
Membership will] include Canadians from agriculture 
and other primary production. To accelerate the 
modernization of the Customs Tariff, the Tariff 
Board would be enlarged and given authority to sit 
in two panels, The Customs Tariff definition of 
goods of a ciass or kind made in Canada would be 
revised, 


The Throne Speech also noted that the United 
Nations had given unanimous approval to a joint 
resolution embodying the essence of the Canadian 
proposal for a U.N. food bank. It was also stated 
that the GATT negotiations, begun in September this 
year will last well into 1961. They should be used 
as ameans of finding solutions to the current 
European trade problems in a manner that will not 
harm the interests of other trading unions. A 
proposed amendment to the National Housing Act 
would extend the loan repayment period, increase 
the aggregate loan, and make other changes. 

(House of Commons Debates, pp.2=3). 


November 22 gard of ai Onmission inde § uture 
Prime Minister Diefenbaker announced in the House 
that the Board of Grain Commissioners had been 
transferred from the authority of the Minister of 
Trade and Commerce to the Minister of Agriculture. 
This follows the recent similar transfer of the 
Canadian Wheat Board and gives Agriculture Minister 
Hamilton responsibility for all agricultural 
policies of the government. The headquarters of 
both agencies will remain in Winnipeg, Under the 
Canada Grain Act, the Board of Grain Commissioners 
is responsible for fixing grade standards for grain, 
issuing grade inspection certificates including 
final certificates on all export cargoes, main- 
taining a grain research: taboratery, licensing 
elevators, supervising the weighing of grain, 
and associated activities. (Canada Department of 
Agriculture Press Release). 


November 23 


November 25 
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Rye Quota.= The Canadian Wheat Board authorized 


“supplementary quota of three bushels per acre 


seeded to rye at all Manitoba, Saskatchewan and 
Alberta delivery points. The acreage was based 

on that recorded in the producer"s permit book. 
Deliveries consisted of at least 100 bushels and 
were confined to the delivery point indicated in 
the individual's permit book. (The Canadian Wheat 
Board Insutructions to the Trade re Quotas (Genera). 
No. 14, 1960-61 Crop Year). 


Vocational Training.- The Minister of Labour in- 


troduced a resolution providing for federal 
contributions, through agreements with provincial 
governments, to encourage technical and vocational 
training and broaden its scope throughout Canada. 
Bill C49, The Technical and Vocational Training 
Assistance Act, received first reading on December 
6 and second reading on December 7. The purpose 
of the training provided for in the bill is the 
preparation of any person for gainful employment 
in any primary_L(i) agriculture; (ii) fishing; 
(iii) forestry’ or secondary industry, or in any 
service occupation, or for increasing his existing 
skill or proficiency, particularly in the growing 
technical field below the university level. 


The bill provides for individual federal=provincial 
agreements for any period up to six years, and for 
federal financial assistance toward the costs in~ 
curred by the province in operating such training 
programs. For the construction of buildings and 
acquisition of equipment required for the stepped= 
up training program, the bill would authorize a 
federal contribution of up to 75 per cent of these 
Capital costs until March 31, 1963 and 50 per cent 
thereafter, up to the amount authorized annually by 
parliament, The present agreements have permitted 
up to a 50=—50 sharing of the costs, with several 
provinces receiving considerably less than half 
their costs, The terms under which the federal con- 
tributions are to be made will be specified in the 
agreements with the provinces as approved by order 
in council. Provision is also made for carrying 

on broadened research into training programs, the 
development of standards on a national basis, and 
compilation of information on the changing needs 
for trained workers. A 23=member national technical 
vocational training advisory council would be 
appointed to replace the present 2]=member council. 
Training at vocational schools in all provinces is 
provided without cost to the trainees. Living 
allowances and transportation to and from the 
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training centers is provided to enable trainees — 
including those who take agricultural training -- 
to attend these centers. This bill received 

third reading and was passed by the Commons on 
December 12. (House of Commons Debates, pp. 
231-35; 532-565; 583-603; 652-685; 704-14). 


November 29 Acreage Payments to Western Grain Famers.- 
Western farmers who grew grain in 1959 but did 
not obtain wheat board permits for that crop were 
eligible for the 1960 acreage payments. Because 
of climatic conditions last year many farmers did 
not bother to obtain permits. These growers shared 
in the acreage paymenis if they held wheat board 
permits for the 1958 and 1960 crops. To qualify. 
under the amendment, applicants had to return 
completed affidavits giving details of their 
operations, to the Canadian Wheat Board by February 
28, 1961. The rate of payment is $1 per acre on up 
to 200 acres per permit holder. Payments on 

224,717 permits totaled $40.07 million to date. 

It was estimated that an additional 5,000 farmers 
would become eligible under the terms of the 
regulations. (¢P.C. 1960-1583; Department of 
Agriculture Press Release). 


November 29 Buiter Consumption Campaign.- A Butter Advisory 
Committee of Canada was recently organized with 
the approval of the government, to promote the 
per capita consumption of butter, which had been 
decreasing during the last two years. The seven=- 
member committee includes an eminent nutritionist 
and a representative of consumer's interests. It 
will comoperat@.. closely with the consumer section 
of the federal Department of Agriculture, the Dairy 
Farmers of Canada, The National Dairy Council and 
other institutions. (Department of Agriculture 
Press Release) ; 


November 30 Exempiion from Quotas on Deliveries to Feed Mills.— 
Producers in Western Canada who held 1960-61 Wheat 
Board delivery permits were authorized to deliver, 
outside delivery quota regulations, supplies of 
wheat, Oats and barley to feed mills which complete 
an agreement with the board. This agreement had to 
be effective until July 31, 1961. Feed mills bought 
these grains at prices negotiated with delivery 
permit holders and could sell them only in the form 
of prepared or processed feedstuffs and within the 
province in which the mills are situated. (The 
Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to the Trade No. 
41, re Feed Mills). 
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December 2 National Housing Act Amendmenit.- A new amendment 
to the National Housing Act received Royal Assent 
and became effective. The resolution was intro= 
duced in the Commons and considered in Committee 
on November 22. The Bill received first reading 
on November 23, second reading on the 24, and was 
read the third time and passed on November 25. 

In introducing the resolution the Minister of Public 
Works reviewed the housebuilding program in Canada 
since 1957 and outlined the reasons for the changes 
contained in the Bill. Several of the provisions 
will benefit farm as well as urban home builders. 


To reduce the down payment on a new home, N.H.A. 
home builders may now borrow 95 per cent instead 
of 90 per cent of the first $12,000 of lending 
value, On the remainder of the lending value the 
ratio remains unchanged at 70 per cent. The result 
is an increase in the loan, and a reduction in the 
down payment for a house worth $10,000 by $500, 
for a house worth $11,000 by $550 and for houses 
worth $12,000 — $14,000 by $600. It has no effect 
on houses worth more than $14,857. The next change 
provided an increase in the maximum loan guaranteed 
by the government under the act to $14,200 from 
$12,800 €since 1954) for single family dwellings 
with three bedrooms or less, and to $14,900 from 
$12,800 for larger dwellings. There was also an 
increase in the maximum loan for other structural 
types of dwellings. This revision was designed to 
enable more N.H.A. borrowers to accumulate the down 
payment for new homes without resorting to second 
mortgages at high interest rates. So that the higher 
loans would not increase the monthly payments of 
principal and interest, the permissible repayment 
term was lengthened to a 35-year maximum from 30 
years. The aggregate anount of home improvement 
loans that can be guaranteed under the act was 
raised to $500 million from $200 million. Other 
provisions dealt with loans for rental housing 
and urban renewal, for university residences, and 
to municipalities for construction of sewage disposal 
plants or trunk sewers. The interest rate remained 
unchanged at 6=3/4 per cent per annum to attract 
private funds. The wider application of the act 
was designed to stimulate the home building industry 
and provide employment opportunities across Canada. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp. 88-108; pp. 118-140; 
pp. 161-186; pp. 229-231; p.483). 


December 5 Sheep Industry Assistance.- The Minister of Agriculture 
announced a federal=provincial program of assistance 
in the cost of transporting commercial ewes and lambs 
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to be kept for breeding purposes and for the es- 
tablishment of demonstration flocks at strategic 

points across the country. The Federal Government 

would contribute up to 50 per cent of the transportation 
costs. Its share would depend on the participating 
province's share authorized by its government. 


Aid would be available on the movement of sheep 

Within Western Canada, from Western to Eastern Canada, 
and from Quebec to the Atlantic Provinces and Ontario. 

Shipments would be subject to these conditions: 


1. The sheep must be purchased by actual producers 
for breeding purposes, 


2. The provincial department of agriculture must 
approve the animals selected. 


3. There must be not fewer than 199 ewes or ewe 
lambs per shipment, 


4, Shipping distance musi be not less than 200 
miles by the shortest route. 


To encourage farmers to set up economic sheep units, 
the first 100 ewes in a shipment must be distributed 
in lots of not less than 25 ewes to a producer. The 
number over and above 100 in a shipment may be dis- 
tributed in lots of less than 25 to enable a producer 
to increase his total breeding flock to at least 25 
ewes. 


The demonstration flock program is designed to develop 
the commercial aspects of the sheep industry. It 
would also be used as a means of determining and 
demonstrating the breed crosses most satisfactory for 
both ewe and market lamb production. To obtain 
assistance in the establishment of a demonstration 
flock, the farmer must: 


1. Maintain a breeding unit considered economic 
for his particular area; 


2. Maintain a complete record of breeding, 
production, costs and returns; 


The field staff of the federal Department of Agriculture 
would co-operate with provincial officers in setting 
up and directing these projects. 


The Minister of Agriculture and Conservation for 
Manitoba has announced that the Province would participate 
in the program. Under it, the federal and provincial 
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government would share equally up to two-thirds 

of the cost of transporting Alberta or Saskatchewan 
range ewes to any point in Manitoba. The farmer 

is responsible for the other one-third of the 
shipping charges. 


To encourage economic commercial sheep production, 
assistance would be available for lots of from 
50200 ewes from flocks previously approved by 
federal or provincial officials. Farmers purchasing 
ewes under this program must sign an agreement not 
to sell them for at least two years, to follow an 
outlined crossbreeding program, and to keep careful 
production records for them. (Canada Department of 
Agriculture Press Release; Farm and Home News for 
Manitoba, Manitoba Department of Agriculture and 
Conservation, November 18). 


National Productivity Council.- A resolution intro- 
ducing legislation to provide for the establishment 

and operation of a 25-member national productivity 
council came before the House, Five members would 
represent each of: industry and commerce, organized 
labor, agriculture and other primary industries, and 
the general public, and four would be technically 
qualified persons for the scientific departments of 
government, The remaining member would be the executive 
director, who would be responsible for implementing the 
work of the council. Membership would be for periods 
of up to three years. 


The council objectives of importance to agriculture 
because they aim at achieving a more effective 
utilization of Canadian resources and a stronger 
Canadian competitive position in domestic and foreign 
markets, include: the improvement of production and 
distribution methods, the use of training and retrain 
ing programs to meet changing manpower requiremenis, 
and the dissemination of technical information. The 
actual implementation of the productivity program is 
intended to be carried out by local productivity 
committees formed on an areas basis. Federal grants 

to the council will amount to $150,000 each year plus 
an additional contribution to match all private 
financing. The bill was read the first time on December 
12, the second time on December 13, the third time on 
December 15 and passed December 16. (House of 

Commons Debates, pp. 565-72; 714-34; 748-82; 827-61; 
875-93) . 


seed Oats Overdelivery.- To facilitate the sale and 


use of commercial seed oats, the Canadian Wheat Board 
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considered, individually, the applicationsSof 
western producers, for delivery of one carload 

each in excess of the quota, of oats suitable 

for commercial seed after cleaning. A sample 

of the oats had to have been proven acceptable to 

a recognized seed cleaning plant in the Prairie 
Provinces before a delivery permit could be issued. 
The permit number and all details of the transaction 
had to be recorded in the permit book when the oats 
were delivered to the elevator or the seed cleaning 
plant. (The Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to 
the Trade re Quotas (General) No. 15, 1960-61 Crop 
Year). 


December 12 Exchanges of d_ Grains f eeding.- The 
Canadian Wheat Board authorized elevators to ex- 
change Board stocks of Durum or other wheat, or 
oats, or barley for a lower grade of the same kind 
of grain on a bushel-for—bushel basis from December 
12, 1960 to June 30, 1961. The maximum quantity a 
producer may exchange is two bushels per seeded acre 
recorded in his 1960-61 delivery permit book. At the 
time of exchange the producer must make cash settlement 
for the difference in grade, on the basis of the 
Board's domestic sale prices broadcast for that day, 
plus the usual elevator charges. (The Canadian Wheat 
Board Instructions to the Trade No. 42, 1960-61 Crop 
Year)’, 


December 15 Agricultural Develonpment.- A resolution introduced 
in the House provided for legislation authorizing 
the Minister of Agriculture to sign agreement with 
the provinces or their agencies for the joint under- 
taxing of certain types of projects, These would in- 
clude projects for (a) alternative uses of marginal 
or low-productivity lands; (b) for the development 
of income and employment opportunities in rural 
agricultural areas; and (c) for the conservation 
and development of the soil and water resources of 
Canada. The measure would also provide for federal 
contributions toward the cost of such programs under- 
taken by the provinces, for federal research into 
such matters and for the establishment of advisory 
committees, (House of Commons Debates, p.819). 


December 15 Pembina Wheai Overdeli ivi es.- The Board 
considered written applications from producers who 
had commercial Pembina Wheat covered by a Department 
of Agriculture Control] Sample Certificate indicating 
an assigned seed grade of Canada No. 1 or No. 2, 
for delivery to seed dealers. With Board approval 
the producer delivered up to 150 bushels outside the 
delivery quota regulations, to assist in the distribution 
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of Pembina Wheat. (Canadian Wheat Board Instructions 
to the Trade re Quotas (General) No. 15, 1960-61 Crop 


Year)’. 
December 15 Seed Grain Purchase.- From January 2 = June 30, 1961 


the Board will assist producers to acquire registered 
or certified seed wheat, oats, barley, rye and flaxseed, 
and commercial Pembina Wheat grading Canada No. 1 or 
No. 2 for seeding purposes. Each producer may acquire 
up to 150 bushels of any one of these grains, or any 
combination of them totalling 150 bushels, through a 
Crop Improvement Association, the Crop Testing Plan, 
from a bona fide dealer or from a registered seed 
grower:, for seeding his farm. In payment or part 
payment therefore, he may deliver and sell to the 
elevator company up to 400 bushels of any kind of 
commercial grain in excess of the prevailing or future 
delivery quotas in effect at the delivery point des= 
ignated in the producer's permit hook. However, the 
proceeds of the commercial grain delivered by the 
producer must not exceed the cost to the producer 

of the registered or certified seed purchased, plus 
freight charges thereon. This policy will also apply 

to the purchase of registered, certified, or commercial 
forage seeds sold under a Control Sample Certificate, 
to producers purchasing seed to increase their acreages 
of "soil improving” forage crop grasses or legumes 
except those normally grown as cash crops. Grain de~ 
livered under this authorization will not be subject 

to deduction for cash advances previously received 

by the producer under the Prairie Grain Advance 
Payments Act. (Canadian Wheat Board Instructions 

to the Trade re Quotas (General) No, 16, 1960-61 

Crop Year). 


December 16 Canada Si OECD Convention.~- The Minister of Finance 


announced in the house recently that Canada had signed 
the convention establishing the OECD (Organization 

for Economic Co-operation and Development). Parliamentary 
approval of the convention would be sought during the 
current session. This organizatio:: replaces the former 
Organization for European Economic Co-operation of which 
Canada and the U.S.A. were associate members. They 
would be full members of the new OECD. The activities 
of the OECD will fall under three main headings: trade, 
aid and the harmonization of the economic policies 

of member governments. In regard to trade, the new 
organization will provide a continuing forum for 
consideration of the effects, on member countries 

and on others, of the trade groupings that are emerging 
in Europe, The aim will be to promote the expansion 

of trade on a multilateral and non=discriminatory basis, 
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thus contributing to the achievement of the 
purposes of the GATT. The economic and financial 
situation in member countries and policies pursued 
by member governments would be kept under review, 
With special attention being paid to the inter- 
National effects of national policies. Another 
purpose would be to promote, by means of con-- 
sultation and harmonization, an improved flow of 
aid to underdeveloped countries. (House of 
Commons Debates, p.865). 


Supplementary Budget.- A supplementary budget was 
brought down by the Minister of Finance. In 
reviewing the government's proposals, the Minister 
mentioned that legislation would be introduced to 
institute a far-reaching program of rural development 
to be undertaken in cooperation with the provinces. 
Legislation would be introduced to increase the 
Tariff Board from five to seven members. The Customs 
Tariff would be amended so as to more clearly define 
what is meant by goods of a “class or kind made or 
produced in Canada". 


The Minister also announced a new reference to the 
Tariff Board relating to oilseeds and vegetable oils. 
The government had received conflicting points of 
view in representations from growers, crushers and 
feed manufacturers concerning the tariff on these 
products. Moreover, because of the wide interchange- 
ability among oilseeds and their products, modification 
of the duties for some items without compensating 
changes for others would be disruptive of production 
and trade. It was therefore decided to refer the 
matter to the Tariff Board for study and report. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp. 1003~1012). 


— 7 Ge 


[NDEX 


Acreage Payments to Grain Producers: . : 
DAS ES CV OASHICI ES Waka: iti eee rine 
BPP lity 3 s".8 hel Sate es 

Agricultural Development. BOR a 

Agricultural Federal=Provincial Conference os 


Agricultural Products Marketing Act: 

Extension of powers to provincial boards 
Agricultural Stabilization Beara Appointments 
Agriculture: 

BOardior Grain COmmISSTONeTS hiss %a te es 

Director-General :appointed s.r... oh 

EARL RA GERI PAI 9... Sos, Mae Me The ee og Mae Boy 

Minister Appointed. tat arin apwiar vie 

Whebtecoard *teaensien ier etic iets. Wet CMP. 
Aid. tosPraivie Livestock Producers 6. us ice ve 
Animal Contagious Diseases Regulations... 
Apples, Quebec Marketing Agreement ..... 


° e 


Agricultural Products Co-operative Marketing Act 


e 


e 


Asparagus, Ontario Marketing Board Powers Extended 


Australia~Canada’ Trade Agreement ... .'.°. 2°. 


Barley: 
Initial prices 


CUM ee PAIM LY CAPA Sey Ee ae tate a WORM & 


Support price . ete 
ELUCKSAUreCOUU PSL 


Board of Grain Commissioners under Agriculture P 


British Columbia: 
Milk Act upheld by supreme court 
Romako: price: supporzon, ASL, say 
Boudere rus, "Sais. Pere, wet 1, 
Butter: 
Consumption campaign ... 
Import controls . Boul Sal aE all ibs” te 
Prove: supports. Haney. han Lathe et eS 


Catiada ~ Australia’ Trade Agreement... .. % 
Cangas sare GU Gi, LAO at a al oP al ok at ak 
Canada-USSR iTrade: Agreement. s,. cual tie. fel 
Canadian Food Mission to the U.K. ... 
Canadian Wheat) Board Transfer °:.) .'.":.' . 


CannedPork ixports ‘Regulated ti fiaites tu.’ leis 


alg Peecpnone, PRECOSIES Sa fe fe Sst et at al ates 
Colisits tot, Gein neytee 208 oh ak ee 


712,19, 21, 25 


e 


° 


9 


3e8s aT 


1] 


TL Peed 5 co 


a 


as, CBee 


Cheese: 
Suport, GONETOL. Sis weus ‘ , 
Oniario cheese sic hilt order amended , 
Price support 


Committee to Study Grain Deliveries to "Feed Mills ’ 


Credit: 
Early seed grain loans cancelled... 
Farm Credit Act regulations ; : 
Farm Credit Corporation annual report. ‘ 
Farm Improvement Loans Act regulations . 
Prairie Grain Loans AGT.« Ann's 


Prairie Grain Provistonal Payments Act one 


Insurance: 

Canada Act proclaimed . ‘ 
Saskatchewan Act proclaimed . . 
Test areas. in Manidoba.. «rei ansta Rak 
Custom Grinding of Grain for Feed ..... 
Gustoms Act Aneonament 4. 0+ 66 o.ca., bd ius tected 
Custos. Tari tt. +. +. «| sumeke #e bee eee 


Crop 


Dairy Products: 
Food and Drug regulations. .. .. ..+, a+ 
Import Controls . shukwased, oeewkttshees 
PriGe CuUNPOrt 4. 2 wis se ateka es Sn Oe 
Donations . . «+ apd ate tue 
(see also individual rodubts), 
Deficiency Payments: 
BOGS: ic. 6. a. Ao 6 ee es ee ee ee 
Soybeans he Weed Mase dard 6 le ol kine mands 
suder DGCLS: s+ 4) ehannme eee 
WG el. aE ila a ak aan 
Delivery Quotas .. . 
Destructive Insect and Pest Act. Regulations 
Donations: 
Flour . 
POLK 6. 4.8 ; 
Whole milk powder . 


Economics Division Director Appointed 
Eggs: 

Interim payment... 

Price support. . 


Embargo: 
Pembina wheat exports ..... 
Hemeved. GW DOE 4 fa ce. uel ee he 


Removed Of  SUGGH 4 ys 4) bia) a) We eens 
Byaise Tax AGL . . «> » 6 eo CA 
Export and Import Permits Act. he ey aS 


e 


30,33, 38, 39,41, 46, 48, 50, 53, 54 


8 


of eae? 
. 20,26 
ye. oO 


yet | 
4] 


45 
6 
‘debi iite 
- 20,25 


- 4,18,19 


~ 5O 


Export Control: 
Late AURUORNLS .UEAULGTE soo. es eed ee «VR OCRLORTOVE 442 
Porlenmdepork! prouucts,......-\sbeveusse. 
Export Flour Price Adjustment . [tH % 
Export Permits for Registered and Certified Seed Wheat Whee oN 


Farm Credit: 
Farm Credit Act regulations approved ..... 


Farm Credit Corporation .. . atelig,ane = 
Farm Improvement Loans Act Regulations : a 
Prairie Grain Loans Act... ioeyt “Tie a 
Prairie Grain Provisional Payments Act bs a ae I. 


Farm Machinery Prices Inquiry . ocwthem, SBR 
Federal=Provincial Conference on Agriculture . Senet. 8 
Feed: 

Feed Freight Assistance Regulations 

Feed grain exchange . : tae ae VRS 

Feed mills, committee to study grain ‘deliveries , 

Feed mills, exemption from quotas on deliveries .... 

DS SACKS ae 0 hem be 4% ms Behl He ae bins ed et de * so’ ee OS EE 909 & 
Flour: 

Donations .. . ee oh oy oy % SOSTH BHAT OG 

Price adjustments on 1 exports we we &, od BOOMS WORT aos 

Stockpile in Norway .. awenk woaitoubell ose dite 

Stockpile in United Kingdom bw ae Se a oe 8 ROR 
Hod and« Drug. Regulations, anended, .. ., . Boat «ohts wie cies 


Feod Mission £0, Uiitedekingdom, ., 2, ». -. ss +, e. », 4; «, 0, « Behede « 


Forage Crop Seeds: 
Pere CnC Ut, CXLGNOGU cia: spie sce ed pa base ealan ee eae wales 
SaskatchewanrmarkeiLing, agreement, .. .) «, «. «titer his 


We ORL ty GOAT TING to ic cca ek se eyth ag ab Sb Ae Wh ©) ue de as ae ge 23,24,2 25, 32, 43 


Te "35 


Freight: 
FeedsFreight. Assistance Regul ationsipara Seadsiug ..alade «rGbvek5,32 
Freight Rates Reduction Act amended . co Vad a ipiNet lo) mas emoe 
Freight rate increase on U.S. related methibor 45 
Fretoht. rates reduced... . : EM whee “ad Lyf 
Imports ineligible for Maritime freight rate reduction pie 46 
Subsidy extended... . ee cee ae 123 

Fruit, Vegetable and Honey Regulations ee ¥% 28, 40 

Grain: 
Custom grinding for feed Shree ie pee" eae 
Deliveries to feed mills, committee inquiry .. 9 
Delivery quotas... . Hose wah, 30, 33, 36, 40, Al, vib: 49 
Exchange of board grains for seed " ; ‘ 54 
Exemption from quota on deliveries to feed mills ‘ 50 
Feed grain exchange .. 38 
Final wheat payment ath ie Ma Me Se ee se 6 RRBMD CRON 5 20 
Onboard OosUNpOTLe pri eese . AUk. 6 we ek ew eR 8 29 
PEPCCEOG. WEY NG os ce ch ema tiatatehvtets . se 2E 


c 663 


SeCd: GFSin PUurGhases 3404.8 Seley ee ee 
Seed’ oats overdelivery: s+.) cheb ed eis 
Tracked’ £6) Gis a a ee aa ech gi eee 


Wheat for gristing 


Heo Guality Premiaas «04 2 e.g 6a 6 ee ees 

Honey Price Support... Fat eee wee ements 
Hull Region Milk Producers ‘Board wed aretin buy 
Hungne Slaughter Regulations § .¢. «os 0:6) 6 Shil% 


Import Controls on Dairy Products... . 60s... 3548 4 


Eni SUPPOrE PTECOS, 6404 4s euleu G Wee Gs WOkWay Sy AER 
Land Use Committee, Senate’. . oiai Wale’ ae yoaners 
Livestotkh’ Producers; Aid’ t6"'5 3 6. 6. 8 SRO aS 


Prairie Grain Loans Act... . Re eee ee 
Prairie Grain Provisional Payments Act Whe We Gog 


Machinery y, Prices. 1 RGUATY wi) «won 4 we, Hw lad 
Manitoba: 

Crop insurance test areas 

Sunfiower seed price support. . 


Maritime Freight Rate Reduction, Tnparts “Ineligible ‘ 


Marketing Agreement: 
Saskatchewan forage crop seed ...4% 
Quebec apples... . ae Ge ae ae ay @ RIO QDS 
Meat Inspection Act Regulations ie Wa ak ie ge en 
Milk: 
Whole for manufacture’... i. Pam PG 
Powder, whole .. shanty 
Powder, whole, donations j Th ES te fu te 
Powder, whole, purchase program 0 NIG O18 


National Housing Act, amendments ........ 
National Productivity. Gounci lL <. i. 6.4. 3. 4 3 


Oats: 
PRice’ SUPPORE A’. es ole fee @ Odi CeRGas IeIEROns. Wore 
Seah. 4 iar ar Cer Tey ee ee ai ee ee Se Ok Sk 
Trucked to U, S. Mean le TM Rare ar Dele dy ee Ah acy fs le 
Ontario: 
Asparagus Grain Marketing Board ...... .» 
Cheese marketing order smended . . . 26 2 «es 
GFein’ SUPPOBE HVAIGES “.é .4 se ne J es Ga ee 


Parli ament _" opened e ° ° ° e e e e e e ° e ° o ° ° 
ad prorogued ° e e e ° ° 2 e e e e e e e 


6s 


Pork: 
Canned exports regulated .... 
Chilean relief . 


Controls relaxed on exports. to U. . 


Donati ons i! 4 


Ae Or POMOC ha ys oy ek mie ee 
Er GORETON owe ow ae 
Potatoes, pre=cooked: tariff change 


Poultry: 
Turkey price support . 


Prairie Farm Assistance Act, Regulations 


Prairie Grain Loaqns.Act ... . ‘ 
Prairie Grain Provisional Payments Act 
Price Support: 
DULLER shii« Moe Cue biee biel a sae eae 
LAGE .vinckews se S008 BOLTII“GOS be 
Chee chitin Vebie's oteehed« a POI 
ERGs ee RAB Ns id eee es wren we a4 
ce ee ee ee er ae re 
LAUDS abcde hick se che eee ra sae 
Ontariovgrainsiuss)...» ; 
DON DOAN SAUEE 4 dis on Wak enee ede oe 
SUCHE DECLS bxeeb cera cares as 
SUE LOWE T SOC 6 Gok bees op oa aie 
Tomemee sy abe Gere fellecne et a ete ee 
dati d ¢:4 ¢- Pa e Codie 
Whole milk for manufacture aeuie 
Whole milk Bee : 
WOOD ao Ishi : 
Productivity Connell ; 


Quebec: 
Extension of powers to boards. , 
Marketing agreement for apples . 


Quotas: 
Durum. Citic tie wo Uc a ee eee ene ears 
PRIOR yu Vee Reel eid ana, Ries okghints 
Initial 
ee eal cw awe Rs Ob chose. al ae ees 
Pembina wheat ca ate cee ;: ° 


Western soft white spring wheat 


Rapeseed NOt a GYATN: 6 i. ko eS 

Regulations: 
Animal Contagious Diseases Act. . 
Destructive Insect and Pest Act 
Farm Credit Act. . <)s ler ae 
Farm Improvement Loans Act Packer om 
Feed Freight Assistance Act .. 
Pood ana Drag AGE oa ss ; 
Fruit, Vegetable and Honey Act ‘ 


eo 


| 21,39 


1 


. 33,38, 40, 41 


46 
30 


39,53 


e 


- 15,32 


o4 
AO 


21 


AT 
8 
Es) 

30 


. 17,38, 42 
28, 40 


eo 


+ fate 


Fumiane sSlaughter sAet.... .. se succes 


Meat «Inspect iam  ACt vs a. cs os re pe be oe de oe DOTBA 
Prairie Farm Assistance Act ree e, 
Prairie Grain Loans Act... TO¢ 


Prairie Grain Provisional Payments Act ei wees 
Rye Quota . 


Saint Anne de la Pocatiere Wood Producers Board... 
Saskatchewan: 
Crap Insurance Act .proclaimed «. .6.«0«< ces -sd¥06 
Forage Crop seed marketing agreement... . 
Saskatchewan river diversion tunnels contract 
Seeds: 
Authorized for sale under Seeds Act ...... 
Exchanges of Board grains for seed ..... © 
Export permits for registered and certified seed 
Forage crop seed agreement extended ...... 
Proclamation; Seeds AGtue id ia Whe 6 cc news teyewe 
Seed. grain. loans. Cancelled: ...6c+ eke cenenddanaes 
SGC GFA PULENASSS ys yas ce te dase ne ne hens tener 
Beed-Oats OVETACLIEVETY «iid cc uneven ce seener nts 
Senate. Lond cUse«Gomiptlecelwae sce cede ee seas nedewe sens 
Sreepalnibarde. kittegrice dapat. dec esas ids we eek aee 
Sheep rl ndustry (ASSi st anceeds ii.» Cae ads COWL Wi Ri 
Soybeans: 
Deficiency payment. ges. 6G4Ms cna cena es 
Price support. . ; 
Subsidy Extended on Freight é 
Sugar Beets: 


Deticlency payMmenbid 2 4 oe .6 6 eee Oe oe Ve ve be ee 

Priee’, suppert. .. iw. «°s ae eee to te es ee ee eT 
Sunflower Seed, price support Sk eh eke we wea Oy hee AGE 
Supplementarys Budge furs aad. Progen. .. «ated « 
jleohateesiePeice SupporhcimseBrGs «6d cece FO e WM 
PUPKePIPERRS OUP PGEE WAH le aie ok ss ed ree se week Od Ree 


United States: 
Controls relaxed on pork exports to U.S. 
Sheep embargo lifted... eet ae er 
Wheat, barley and oats trucked to. U. S. WSIS, 455 
UsSes ake ~ Cantata Trade pareement: 5. 4 a. 4 re aos 


Vocationgh Teairaiigi. odeets eerie se a4 ce be. ae ba ee ds 


Weed Seeds Orde « 54s s0 cece deus ye ee BOR SES ORG ie 


fs Be 


Wheat: 
Catania WieaL COSTO Ironster. ga ee Bie e ebieeais woe eS We 48 
Pa RG ROTA Wee Gao 9 olds os 29 Oe ea a ae ee ge Sn Pr ge a as 
Embargo on Pembina .. . Pa Dia ied inet tah eel Ded es res Si ta Sek rad) OD 
Export permits for registered and certified BE ia br ay! |laxigi wlan aD 
er ai ieee TANCE a vale Lal atiis. aw Gap oe fe ede ee be 8 Se ee ceo 
Beran te Vi eee a Gare IES: ogee eh ne ist ecleatite n Gh iis ei hw wp mee 
Pe TN ek UTES Ake Sag MO iota aber FEN HEN Gt Pad iat Oe WME A aegis Sa scigh | eect 
PRU Pal oOo tr very Cuera s Gl iy oa ele) Bees a ta 
Open quota for durum. . . ae Ma New Say tan, Aveta fe a 33, 38, 40, 41 
Pembina overdelivery privileges AGS YN iar ze Ue can So) OS oe Le ae Se ae 
Pert OE Lhe) Aa tae tet re aly he ec iogaltee Mal ah nab ee 4: og em eh Tb en 
Prices. . Ba, WADA Ge Bias SONICS ROM ens Nee |r 3 Le my 2 
Trucked to U. of aie fe le Viey oR a Seat eas tenet en ae 
Whole Milk for Manufacturing, — Price ‘Suppert UO Tahl teat SR 4 Cp oe ea dg) ce, Pee 
Whole Milk Powder: 
VOv mie ration FOLLCT.. act ie Wola Ue byl cal te Sette Seas gl 20 
Pe OCR sHaRe NS les oak Petiaiices Veen cae Ul Sanaa te, kane Reel oR 
Bee ire OL OC rl | Sea egg sm Ninth Nae aa ee ah Ulaitig de) de 
Wool: 
DOE PONG yA VRONL.! ca wes iw rahe ue) be be le lth ae ce ble he 7 
Pet ONE oo) a ih eM ices pane gS) Par din ngl rs ROSE De (ae) a ewe RE RAE 


4 
j a ly 


eg See a a 


A +e ene we 
capa be walt 


ib ' upelr ¥ geen # 
Bae We: ean Wen, ’ | | 
} i’ Ge Sai cr bi grief eis a etal wine i @ i.e wily Ne pad 
TI eee gees Lee rer Re od ae. ae 


‘Ak oe * 
“Swed onel a gunk e Serabi 4 Won 4 m7 mu ibs Aonin 
‘Seed euhe ove nowy al ea ath ue vite . 

‘ahi bad vei May 8s PDT 0 de. a a a 


5S che MR ig Se 

shop Rhian: WSOC Ly iol gare, aim 4 SAUCES 9 Sc 
Shanes Wess CY cpihalan tite a4 Bi hy Ahn ar Rare x 
Sisehieeaywe |). ees Bie haere ee 
De fighewny cr er aie lal el ala ie MnMTENM IN UR TUL Ma 
Bed mae ‘eniport if ae ay anti ite ae f vy Mo i 23 | 

salvia 6 Ean oa Pha a eR hee FS Me | 
enact? Pyar ie | TURE AOS is 
ieee ada Speen sis. MO eT aah ey Tl i Nee ays a 20 
PEA GRANT Sa eRe OO PAR ist 8 re Pa 
ae wey Seat |, ‘Ce dh sy! aaa a a ; 4 , oa a Oe | nore i 

Sp peneartan ky TAMA Behe! n WER Re AN HE | | 


| | | | a, # le ; t4 ; 
HO UES: « shiohand Ss a die a, Ure 4 (ite en i oe Ay Hun i 
Teneipecge Wieden Soeara twits _* ea y'h eer ee ere eat ee CO ee 


ie nie | | o) ‘vai eery ee # at A 
ihtoh na ahs qa. wn pret caer ia te ha to een aman . 
¥ ahi tasvey Wiad meh ie a ; f - » Pe ae | . 
. a Waders é gel, Habe yuehiod to Wm ‘ j eas 
‘ 58a foal ‘Lee sana Fe A Mac witha adie ol | 


> 
= 
© 
= 
a. 
* 
. 
*® 
“ 
Fe 


» o) > 2a 3 Me ie 2 al Se 
¥ HOA" aa jis ty we We) Be a Se ae ’ 1 ’ | 


j 47 
re, ‘ey art rm “ oh 
Lhe en? eee Weve ea oe ns ek a a a e a 


4 
is i= rh” 
; y 
ine ee. er LA ie ; 
b faa | a ay pat hy 
i 


son an 
Lhe ve 

he Pi ; i A 4 1 | it oieatl - | 

| oe or. 5) Sas | (a ha 


q 
‘ Pail! ae 


cc wa > ae 
RY 5! 


A CHRONOLOGY OF FEDERAL POLICIES 
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OTTAWA, APRIL 1962 
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PREFACE 


This publication, one of a series which began in 1952, 
records chronologically changes in federal policies affect- 
ing agriculture and the more important events related to 
these policies. The material in the first five annual 
volumes was consolidated and issued under the title 
"Chronology of Canadian Agricultural Policies, 1952-1956". 
Annual supplements have been issued since that time. 


The date under which each item is listed is generally 
that of the reference or source which appears in brackets 
at the end of the item. In these references, the letters 
"p.C." (Privy Council) refer to orders in council. 


Agricultural items from provincial sources have been 
omitted except where they relate to federal-provincial 
policies. This is because complete coverage was not avail- 
able from all provinces. 


An index follows the, chronological section: of the 
bulletin on page 3l.- 


The material was compiled by J.-M. Sullivan, Economics 
Division, Department of Agriculture. 
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1960 


December 21 


December 29 


1961 


January 5 


January ll 


January 19 


A CHRONOLOGY FOR 1961 


Egg Payment Authorization Amended.- An amendment to 
OrdermineCouncad’ iPsGsi1960=44) efi Aprad ‘7° 1960° which 
authorized the Agricultural Stabilization Board to 
make a payment to egg producers, revoked section 4 of 
the former order and replaced it by the provision that 
any interim payment made pursuant to section 1 shall 
not be considered an Overpayment if such payment ex- 
ceeds the amount payable to producers as calculated 

by the Board for the period October 1, 1959 to 
September 30, 1960. (P.-C. 1960-1733). 


Supplementary Quotaon Soft White Spring Wheat.- In 


Order to obtain sufficient quantities of soft white 
spring wheat to meet mill requirements, the supple- 
mentary quota of ten bushels per acre seeded to this 
grain was increased to 15 bushels per seeded acre 
effective January 2, 1961. The special permits 

issued in the fall for the initial five bushel quota 
would again allow the delivery of the additional 

quota under this instruction. (Canadian Wheat Board 
Instructions to the Trade Re Quotas (General) No. 19). 


Meat Inspection Act Regulations Amended.- This amend- 
ment to the regulations, effective from January 5, 


1961, provided that if any trace of Tuberculosis or 
Avian Leukosis is found in poultry, the whole carcass 
shall be condemned and destroyed according to the 
regulations. Previously, if the infection were only 
slight and localized, in some cases the affected part 
could be removed and the rest of the bird sold for 
food it it met all other requirements under the Act. 
(P.c. 1961-2). 


Potato Marketing Agreemente- The Minister of Agriculture 
was granted authority under the Agricultural Products 


Co-operative Marketina Act, to enter into an agreement 
with a Saskatchewan vegetable growers' co-operative 

for the marketing of table potatoes grown in Saskatchewan 
dnt LOGO PwC =. ch 961-20) re 


supplementary Delivery Quota om Oats.— In order to 
Obtain a sufficient supply of quality oats for manu- 


facture into rolled oats and oat groats to meet’ export 
commitments, the Wheat Board would consider a producer's 
application to deliver, in excess of the quota, one car 


January 19 


January 20 


January 23 


January 24 
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of oats suitable for such milling requirements, after 
a sample had been submitted to and accepted by a mill 
located in one of the three Prairie Provinces. The 
Board would issue a special numbered permit to each 
producer whose application had been approved. The 
oats had to be shipped on a consigned basis to a 

mill in the designated area and purchased from the 
producer for the Board account by an agent of the 
Board. (Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to the 
Trade re Quotas (General) No. 21, 1960-61 Crop Year). 


Delivery Quota on Flaxseed.= Effective January 23, 


1961 the delivery quota on flaxseed was declared 

Open for the balance of the crop year at all delivery 
points in the wheat board area of western Canada. Pro- 
ducers could deliver flaxseed to any delivery point 
having space for this grain. ~ (Canadian Wheat Board 
Instructions’ to. the Trade re Quotas (General) No. 

20, 1960-61 Crop Year). 


Deficiency Payment on 1959) Sugar. Beet. Crop.- Stabiliz- 
ation payments were made to Alberta producers on the 


1959 sugar beet crop at the rate of 1.2 cents per 
pound of sugar. Previous payments had been made of 
0.53 cents per pound in Ontario and Quebec and 1.574 
cents in Manitoba- The Alberta payment brought the 
net cost of these payments on the 1959 crop to 
$2,715,765. (Agricultural Stabilization Board). 


Wheat for India and Pakistan-- As part of its $15 

million Colombo Plan aid to Pakistan in 1960-61, 

Canada was to send wheat to the value of $3.65 million, 
and $2 million worth of fertilizers. For these, Pakistan 
agreed to set aside an equivalent amount in counterpart 
funds in local currency. These funds were to be spent 

On economic development projects in Pakistan to be 

agreed on by the two governments. 


Assistance to India in 1960-61 included $7 million 
worth Of wheat, which was shipped before freeze-up 
in the St. Lawrencee The Indian Government, also, 
was to set aside counterpart funds in local currency 
equivalent to the value of the Canadian grant. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp-1303-4). 


Wool Deficiency Paymente- The Hon. Alvin Hamilton, 
Minister of Agriculture, announced that a deficiency 


payment of 23 cents per pound would be paid on the 

1960 wool clip» This amount was the difference between 
the stabilization price of 60 cents per pound, and the 
average market price per pound f.o.be Toronto for the 
basic grades, Western Range Choice half blood staple 
and Eastern Domestic quarter blood staple combined. 
(Department of Agriculture Press Release). 
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Agricultural Development Resolution.- The Minister of 


Agriculture commented further on the resolution intro- 
duced in the House on December 15 to improve land 

use and farm income, and conserve and develop Canada's 
soil and water resources by means of an agricultural 
rehabilitation and development program. ".-. it will 
constitute a major step forward in fulfilling our 
national agricultural program presented to the House 

On August 30, 1958 by the Prime Minister-" Mr- Hamilton 
emphasized that the purpose of the resolution was not 
Only to improve the economic position of farmers on 
marginal or sub-marginal land but also of those possessing 
more economic units - in short, to give agriculture a 
fair share of the national income. 


He said that, according to the 1956 Census, about 

1205 242>farmse (2l>pen cehteofithosés infiCanada) each 
produced less than $1,200 worth of produce annually. 

By province, the proportion of this type of farm varied 
from 78 per cent in Newfoundland to four per cent in 
Saskatchewan. 


The provision for further development of Canada's soil 
and water resources, under federal-provincial agreement, 
would encourage the widest participation by individuals, 
groups and all levels of government in such projects. 

In effect, the provision would be comparable to an ex- 
tension of P.F-R.-A- to all parts of Canada.e It is 

also entirely in harmony with the purposes of the 
“resources for tomorrow" conferences Mre Hamilton then 
indicated how the bill would operate: "Broadly, the 
intent would be to assess, with the provinces, the 
agricultural areas which are in need of rehabilitation 
and to determine the type of assistance which would be 
most appropriate to achieve this end." Alternative 

uses for land would be the encouragement of farm wood- 
lots, tree farming and county forests in eastern 
Canada,and the conversion of marginal crop land in 
western Canada to community pastures. Better uses 

of marginal agricultural land will provide new farm 
income in these areas and by removal from cropping, 

will help lessen agricultural surpluses. 


Another provision of the measure would be the develop- 
ment of new income opportunities for people in rural 
areas through local industry, recreation and technical 
training. 


The Minister made it clear that it was not the intent 
of the bill to reduce the number of farmers but rather 
to help improve, by various means, the income and 
standard of living of the small and more marginal 
family farms, which would result in an improvement of 
the over-all position of agriculture. 
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Although the broad proposals of the bill had already 
been discussed with provincial governments and farm 
Organizations, the Minister suggested to the House 

that after first reading the bill be laid over to 

enable him to discuss its terms with these groups. 

Their support would be necessary for the co-operative 
action required to implement the provisions of the bill. 


Mr. Hamilton felt that "Under this bill.the full scope 
and influence of the Agricultural Stabilization Act, 
the Farm Credit Act and the Crop Insurance Act can 

be utilized /for/ ... a comprehensive co-ordinated 
attack on the basic weaknesses of the agricultural 
economy." 


Various types of agreement would be needed to suit 

the situations in the different provinces. In some, 
federal-provincial sharing of the costs would be on a 
50-50 basis; in other agreements, the federal govern- 
ment would pay the larger share or the whole cost and 
work Out some self-liquidating device to meet the 
advances On matters which come within the jurisdiction 
of the provinces, they might be asked to bear all or 
most of the cost under ‘the agreement. The proportions 
would have to be negotiated at the time of agreement. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp» 1403-7). 


Extension of Powers for Quebec Board.- Under authority 
of the federal Agricultural Products Marketing Act the 


Gatineau Valley Forest Products Producers' Board was 
granted an extension of powers, effective January 26, 
1961, to allow regulation of the marketing of pulpwood 

in interprovincial and export trade similar to the 
regulation exercised within the province. (P.C. 1961-96). 


Hog Price Support for 1961.- The previously existing 


level and deficiency payment method of price support 
for hogs was to continue during the 12-month period 
January 1 - December 31, 1961. Producers were eligible 
to receive any amount by which the national average 
price to producers for Grade A hogs sold during 1961 
was below $22.65 per 100 pounds. Payment to each 
farm unit or producer of hogs was limited to 100 
Canada Grade A or B hogs inspected during the period. 
This support level was about 83-5 per cent of the 
previous ten-year national average price of $27.11 
per 100 pounds to’ producers. (PeC. 1961-95) 


Supplementary Barley Quota.- In an effort to obtain 


more supplies, the Canadian Wheat Board would give 
consideration to applications from Board agents on 
behalf of producers for permission to deliver a carlot 


February 8 


February 9 


February 13 


February 13 


February 17 
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of Hannchen variety two-row barley for malting purposes 
in excess of the quota.e Producers who had already 
received an over-quota barley permit for the delivery 
of a carlot of barley on a premium basis would also be 
eligible to receive a permit under this instruction. 
(Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to the Trade Re 
Quotas (General) No. 22) 


Supplementary Quota on Rye.- Effective February 13, 
the Canadian Wheat Board authorized that the supple- 


mentary quota of three bushels per seeded acre of rye 
be increased to eight bushels at all Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Alberta delivery points. The pre- 
vious minimum delivery of 100 bushels was increased 
to 300 bushels. .(Canadian Wheat Board. Instructions 
to the Trade Re Quotas (General) No. 23, 1960-61 

Crop Year) 


BoC. Apricot Marketing Agreement.- Under authority 
of the Agricultural Products Co-operative Marketing 


Act, the Minister of Agriculture entered into an 
agreement with a B-C. fruit selling agency for the 
marketing of apricots produced during 1960. (P.C. 
1961-161) 


Interim Wheat Paymente- An interim payment of ten 
cents per bushel on the 1959-60 wheat pool was 


announced by Agriculture Minister Hamilton. The 
payment, recommended by the Canadian Wheat Board, 
amounted to approximately $37.7 million to producers 
on some 377.4 million bushels delivered to the pool. 
(P.-C. 1961-195, Department of Agriculture Press 
Release) 


Final Payment on 1959-60 Oat Pool.- The Minister 


of Agriculture announced that the Canadian Wheat 

Board had closed the pool for 1959-60 oats. Pro- 
ducers delivered 23.7 million bushels of oats to 

the pool. The final surplus was $3.9 million after 
deducting the PFA levy and final payment costs and 
adding interest earnings. The average final payment 
was 16.281 cents per bushel. (House of Commons Debates, 
p.- 1969) 


Sunflower Seed Deficiency Payment.- The Agricultural 
Stabilization Roard announced that the Manitoba 


sunflower producers would receive $44,377 in deficiency 
payments on the 1959 sunflower seed crop delivered to 
Altona. The payment was being made on the 8.8 million 
lb. at the rate of one-half cent per lb. and would 
bring the price to producers of No.1 crushing seed 

up to the support level of four cents per lb. 
(Agricultural Stabilization Board) 
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March l Manitoba Crop Insurance Test Areas Enlarged. ‘Two OF 


the crop insurance test areas in Manitoba were enlarged 
according to the managing director of the Manitoba Crop 
Insurance Agency, Mr» PeH. Ford. Three rural municipalites 
were added in the high risk southwestern test area; 
doubling the size of this area» The low-medium risk 

test area in the northwestern part of the province was 
increased in size from one and one-half to six rural 
municipalities. Enlarging of the two test areas resulted 
ln more economic insurance units and would facilitate the 
administration of crop insurance in those portions of 

the province, Mr. Ford said. 


In 1961 the Manitoba Crop Insurance Agency would cal- 
culate insurance coverage and premium rates on the 
basis of soil types rather than on the township basis 
used previously» Policy holders in an area would now 
pay premiums according to the productivity of the soil 
type on which their farm was located. (Manitoba Farm 
and Home News) 


March 2 Sugar Beet Price Support Announced.e- The Agricultural 


Stabilization Board was authorized to support the 
price of sugar beets for the year 1961 on the basis 
Of $13.18 national average price per ton for beets 
yielding 16 per cent sugar. This was 102 per cent of 
the ten-year national average price. The prescribed 
national support price of $13-18 per ton for 16 per 
cent sugar beets was equivalent to the 1960 support 
price of $14.23 perston for beets yielding 17 per 
cent sugar. 


In making the announcement in the Commons, the Minister 
of Finance Mr. Fleming stated that the support price 
arrangements for producers in Quebec, Manitoba and 
Alberta would remain unchanged from 1960 and any 
deficiency payments would be equal to the difference 
between the prescribed price of $13.18 per ton and 

the national average price per ton received by producers. 


In view of difficulties facing the Ontario sugar beet 
industry in 1961, a special arrangement for one year 
Only would apply to sugar beets grown in that province. 
The Ontario growers had stated that a return of $13.00 
per ton was essential to meet their requirements. The 
processing company undertook to raise its purchase 
price by 50 cents a ton above the original offer. The 
Province of Ontario would make a contribution equal 

to 50 cents per ton, toward deficiency payments, pay- 
able in that province. (House of Commons Debates. 

pp» 2567-8) 


eres 


March 13 Supplementary Quota on Soft White Spring Wheat.- In 


order to meet mill requirements for Soft White Spring 
Wheat the supplementary quota of 15 bushels per seeded 
acre was increased to 20 bushels. 


The increase applied to those producers who were issued 
special permits under the original supplementary quota 
order. (Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to the Trade 
re Quotas (General) No. 25) 


March 22 Food and Drugs Act.- The regulations under the Act 
were amended to include prescribed standards of com- 
position for cottage cheese and creamed cottage cheese, 
which were not previously provided for. (SOR 61-89 
Sect. 4), Canada Gazette Part II Vol. 95) 


March 24 sunt lOWer Seed..Price Support... A support price for 
sunflower seed produced in Manitoba and Alberta was 


announced under the Agricultural Stabilization Act 

for the period August 1, 1961 to July, 31, 1962. The 
prescribed price was 4-15 cents per pound for Canada 
No. 1 grade, ten per cent moisture, delivered at the 
crusher. This was approximately 100 per cent of the 
base price. The Agricultural Stabilization Board 

would pay producers in Manitoba and Alberta the equivalent 
of the amount by which the prescribed price exceeded 
the price determined by the Board as the average market 
price for the period. The producer price for sunflower 
seed in Manitoba had been supported for the previous 
two years but this was the first year that Alberta 
sunflower seed was included in the support program. 
(P.-C. 1961-426, House of Commons Debates, p-3299) 


Aorad. 2 Cattle ~- Price Support.- The support, level on cattle 
for the year April 1, 1961 to March 31, 1962 was 
continued at the mandatory level of 80 per cent of 
the ten-year base price for Good quality steers live 
delivered to Toranto stockyards. With a base price 
Of $22.53 per 100 lb. the support price was $18.05, 
a decrease of 15 cents from the previous year. 
(Agricultural Stabilization Board) 


April 1 Cabinet Suspension of Grain Freight Rate Increase.- 
A decision of Cabinet resulted in a 90-day suspension 


of the proposed increase in freight rates on grain 

moving from Georgian Bay to Atlantic ports for exports. 

The Board of Transport Commissioners had earlier authorized 
an increase to 33 cents per hundred pounds from the 

current rate of 25¢ cents wheat basis, to be effective 
April 1, 1961. (The Western Producer ) 


Aprad PU 
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April 20 


OO ws 


Royal Commission on Transportation.- The first volume 
of the MacPherson commission's three volume report 
was tabled in the House of Commons by the Prime 
Minister. The report recommended a new Federal 
subsidy program to the major railways beginning 

with $97.3 million in 1961 and dropping to about half 
that amount after five years. The program, involving 
largely self-liquidating subsidies and relief from 
the burdens of outdated obligations, was set in a 

new philosophy of transportation whereby the railways 
would be able to operate efficiently as one of a 
number of highly competitive rivals. 


For uneconomic branch lines, the report recommended 
that an annual fund of $13 million be set up for a 
period of 15 years, to be drawn on to offset the 
cost Of maintaining unprofitable branch lines while 
the railways, industries and communities prepared 
for their abandonment. 


On shipments of Western Canada's export grain traffic, 
that an estimated $22.3 million be provided annually 
to cover railway out-of-pocket: losses and contribute 
to overhead costs. 


Other recommendations included a five-year subsidy 
program for unprofitable passenger services and payment 
by the government for transportation of Members of 
Parliament, Senators and other federal officials. 


The postwar practice of across-the-board freight rate 
increases was criticized as self-defeating for the 
railways and inequitable for freight shippers and 

it was recommended that future rate increases be 
related more directly to railway costs and authorized 
by the Board of Transport Commissioners in such a way 
that no shipper paid more than his fair share of higher 
rail costs. 


Quota on Soft White Spring Wheat.- The delivery quota 
On all grades of Soft White Spring Wheat was removed. 


This order applied to producers who received special 
permits under the original supplementary quota order 
of five bushels per acre which was subsequently raised 
to 20 bushels. (The Canadian Wheat Board Instructions 
to the Trade re Quotas (General) No. 26) 


Dairy Price Supports.- Agriculture Minister Hamilton 
announced in the House of Commons that the price 
support levels for Canada's dairy products would remain 
unchanged for the 12-month period commencina May 1l- 
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He said the Agricultural Stabilization Board would for 
the; present continue to support the price of butter 
and cheese by purchasing these products from suppliers 
at theprescribéd support levels. 


Were any change made in the method of support at a 
later date, it would be announced well in advance to 
allow industry to make necessary adjustments, the 
Minister said, but regardless of the method used, the 
level of support to producers would remain unchanged. 


Price support for butter was 64 cents per pound for 
Canada First Grade creamery butter scoring 40-93, 

basis delivery Montreal, with appropriate price differ- 
entials for other grades, qualities and markets. This 
level was approximately 106 per cent of the base price 
of 60.5 cents per pound. 


Ontario cheese, Canada First Grade waxed, f.0.b. ware- 
house, was supported at 32 cents per pound (base price 
32.4 cents); Quebec cheese, Canada First Grade waxed, 
basis delivery Montreal, at 31-5 cents per pound 

(base price 31.4 cents). 


In addition, the Stabilization Board would continue to 
pay 25 cents per hundred pounds of whole milk to pro- 
ducers delivering milk for manufacturing except those 
delivering part of their milk for sale in the fluid 
milk market. This was expected to stabilize the price 
Of milk for manufacturing at a prescribed price of 
$2.80 per hundredweight, approximately 105 per cent 

of the established $2.67 base price. (Department of 
Agriculture Press Release and P.C. 1961-594, 595 


and 596) 
April. 20 Final Barley Payment 1959-60 Pool.-Agticultune:Mhnistex Hamilton announced 


in the House of Commons that the 1959-60 barley pool 
had been closed on March 30 and that the final payment 
to producers on 94.9 million bushels delivered would 
be $2,022,170.66. 


Amounts payable for the principle grades delivered to 
the pool were: 


No. 2 and Noe 3 Canada Western 6 row 2,173 cents loge pte 


No. 2 Canada Western 2 row Tot gees: 8 
No. 3 " W "W "1 3.6 : 658 " 1 ia] 
No. 1 feed 1/182 " vs . 
No. 2 v 3-960 2 " u 
(Department of Agriculture Release) 
May 4 Extension of Powers of Quebec Wood Producers Marketing 
Boards- ‘The Lotbiniere, Megantic and Rimouski-Temiscouata 


Forest Products Producers" Boards, sanctioned under the Quebec 


epi 


Agricultural Marketing Act for the improved marketing 
of wood in the Province were granted authority to re- 
gulate the marketing outside the Province of Quebec 
in interprovincial and export trade of pulpwood pro- 
duced in these three areas. (P.C. 1961-643, 4 8& 5) 


May-15and 16 Freight Rates Reduction Act»- Bill No. C-93 to amend 
the Freight Rates Reduction Act was given first and 
second reading» The bill provided for an extension 
of not more than 12 months from April 30, 1961, the 
period during which the revised rates under the act 
would be applicable and an increase of the authorized 
expenditure under the act of an additional $20 million 
to reimburse the railways for reducing their rates. 
Transport Minister Balcer stated that this would give 
the government. time to consider the recommendations 
contained in the first volume of the MacPherson 
Royal Commission report just made public. The other 
two volumes had not yet been published. (House of 
Commons Debates ) 


May 16 Farm Improvement Loans Act.- Bill No. C-95 to amend 
the Farm Improvement Loans Act by providina an increase 
of $100 million, raising to $400 million the maximum 
amount of bank loans permitted during the period 
April 1, 1959 to June 30, 1962, was given third reading 
and passed in the House of Commons. (House of Commons 


Debates ) 
May 25 Supplementary Delivery Quota - Oats.- Effective May 25 


at all delivery points in the designated area, a 
supplementary quota, to be filled with any grade of oats, 
of five bushels per seeded acre of oats as based on the 
individual producer's 1960-61 permit book, subject to 

a minimum delivery of 250 bushels, was authorized. 


This quota was to remain in effect until further notice. 
(The Canadian Wheat Board - Instructions to the Trade 
Re: Quotas (General), No. 28) 


May 29 Quebec Margarine Legislation Approved.- The Quebec 
Legislature adopted a bill making the sale of margarine 
legal in the province as of August l. 


The bill provided strict regulations as to coloring. 
Instruments known as tintometers would be used to determine 
that the substitutes contained less than 1-6 "degrees" 

of yellow or yellow and red combined, making them paler 
than butter. (Ottawa Journal) 
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June 8 Freight Rates .Reduction Act.- Bill No. C-93 to 


amend the Freight Rates «Reduction Act was given 
Royal Assent. It had been passed by the House of’ 
Commons on May 30. (House of Commons Debates, p- 
6059 ) 


June is Farm Credit Act.-- Bill No. Crl07 4@ amend the Farm 
Credit Act by increasing the capital of the Farm 
CreditiwCorporation frome$8: million moest2 million 
wasGiven third reading and passed in the Commons. 

The amendment would have the effect of increasing 

by $100 million the amount which the corporation 

may borrow from the Finance Department for the extension 
of long term mortgage credit to farmers. (House of 
Commons Debates) 


June 20 RapesteaoenPreight, Ratessee BillvNos,@=111 to mamend 
the Railway Act was passed in the House of Commons. 
The bill provided that the definition of grain in the 
Railway Act would include rapeseed which would thus 
come under the provisions of the Crowsnest pass agree- 
ment, with the stipulation that the rates applicable 
to rapeseed should not exceed those applicable to flax 
seed. The amendment would become effective July 13. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp-6617-30) 


June 20 Agriculture in the Budget.- Finance Minister Fleming 
brought down the 1961-62 budget in the House of 


Commons.e In connection with the Gross National Product 
for 1960 which rose 3.2 per cent over 1959 Mr. Fleming 
stated that the total volume of agricultural output rose 
by more than three per cent, with a larger and higher 
quality grain crop more than offsetting the decline in 
livestock and poultry production. 


Accrued net income of farm operators rose to $1,207 
million, seven per cent above 1959, while the numbers 
engaged in farming declined by two per cent- The 

number of people engaged in farming in 1960 was 37 per 
cent below the level of 1949 and the volume of farm out- 
put was 21 per cent higher. Farm cash income, (excluding 
supplementary payments) was about the same as in 1959, 
while there was a slight rise in farm inventories. 


Some changes relating to agriculture were made in the 
customs tariff. Live poultry (excluding turkey poults, 
baby ducklings and baby goslings which continued at 125 
per cent) was changed from a 12s per cent duty to two 
cents per pound (MFN and BP). All eviscerated poultry 
was brought under the rate of 125 per cent (MFN and BP) 
with a minimum per lb. of five cents and a maximum of 
ten cents which previously applied only to eviscerated 
turkey. The MFN rate on quails, partridges and squabs 
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live or dead was lowered from 20 to 125 per cent. 

All other poultry rates remained as before. Canned, 
mint flavored, pineapgdles were changed from the MFN 

wa terioiyed perscent) andoBPera tevotin 20nper ;cent) to 

two cents and one cent respectively per pound. The 
MFN and BP tariffs on pineapple juice were reduced to 
7% per cent from ten per cent. 

(House of Commons Debates, p-6676, Budget Papers pp- 
8 and 10) 


June 21 Wheat Pool Account Closes-- Agriculture Minister 
Hamilton announced in the Commons that Canada's 1959-60 
wheat pool had been closed with a final payment to 
producers Of $45,297,017. 


Western grain growers delivered 377,444,166 bushels of 
wheat to the pool and the average final payment amounted 
to 12.017 cents per bushel, up considerably from the 
previous year's 9.2425 cents per bushel. 


Mr. Hamilton said the pool closed May 26 with a surplus 
Of $83,800,885 which included an interim payment of 
$37,744,417 to producers in February and March. 


Final payments on red spring wheat grades were as follows: 
Nos. 1, 2) 3 anid. 4yManitobasNortherny 08095 98.6745 (96092 
and 12.174 cents per bushel respectively, Nose 5 and 6 
wheat 20-997, and 25.700 cents respectively and feed 
wheat 30.429 cents. Total payment for. 1959-60 crop No. 

1 Northern amounted to $1.5881 per bu. compared with 
$1.5957 in 1958-59. (Department of Agriculture Release) 


June 22 Tariff Board Hearing - Oilseeds.- The Tariff Board gave 


notice that a public hearing relative to Reference 131 - 
a study and report on certain tariff items relating to 
oilseeds, vegetable oils and related products (referred 
to in the Supplementary Budget of December 20) would be 
held in Ottawa on January 15, 1962. (Tariff Board Notice 
R-123) 


June 22 ARDA-e- The Agricultural Rehabilitation and Development 
Act was given Royal Assent and came into effect as 
of this date. 


June 27 64 28 Drought Assistance - Prairie Provinces.- Prime Minister 


Diefenbaker announced in the Commons that an order in 
council had been passed authorizing the Federal Government 
to pay to the provinces Of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and 
Alberta one-half of the amounts paid by these provinces 
for their transportation costs on shipments of fodder, 

for the movement of cattle to feed, and for the trans- 
portation of haying equipment from June 26, 1961 to 

March 3l, 1962. These measures were taken to avoid a 
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heavy liquidation of livestock due to serious shortages 
of fodder in the various drought areas of the Prairie 
Provinces. 


Agriculture Minister Hamilton announced the following 

day that in addition to the above-mentioned assistance, 

the government and the Canadian Wheat Board had received 
requests from certain areas for the retention of stocks 

of wheat, oats and barley in store, county elevators, 

to fulfil anticipated local requirements. The board 

was prepared to do this.e Thus the board issued instructions 
authorizing local elevator companies to immediately contact 
the board when approached by municipal authorites request- 
ing stocks of specific grain to be held for local sale. 

The board would then enter into provisional sales contracts 
with the company on thewnderstanding that carrying charges 
were for the account of the municipality.-- In the event 
that more stocks were contracted for than were ultimately 
required, the board would agree to cancel the provisional 
sales contract and the balance of the stocks would be 
reclaimed by the board, which would again assume the 
carrying charges- (House of Commons Debates) 


Aid to P.E.I. Potato Growers.- The Federal Government 


agreed to share with Prince Edward Island on a 50-50 
basis the cost of compensation to those farmers who 
suffered losses on their 1960 potato crops greater than 
15 per cent due to fusarium rot, to a maximum of $600 
per farm. 


Supplementary estimates of $125,000 as the federal contri- 
bution were presented to the Commons. (House of Commons 
Debates; Montreal Gazette) 


Grain Freight Rates.- Prime Minister Diefenbaker announced 
in the Commons that an order in council had been issued 
which continued until December 31, 1961 the action of 

the order in council passed in March suspending increases 
on freight rates on grain for export shipped by rail from 
Georgian Bay and related ports to Quebec and maritime 
ports. (House of Commons Debates) 


Soybeanii Price Support.- Agriculture Minister Hamilton 
announced in the Commons that Ontario grown soy beans 
would be supported at $2.13 per bushel (100 per cent 

of the base price) during the period July 1, 1961 to 
June 30, 1962. The previous year's support price was 
$2.00 a bushel. 


This support applied to Canada No. 2 grade, or better 
quality, 14 per cent moisture, produced in Ontario and 
delivered to elevators. 
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The Agricultural Stabilization Board was authorized to 
pay producers the difference by which the average price 
over the year fell below the support level. (Department 
of Agriculture Press Release) 


Ontario Grain Support Prices.- Winter wheat produced in 
Ontario during the period July 1, 1961 to June 30, 1962, 


would be supported at $1.39 per bushel on track, for 

No.2 Canada Eastern grade, or better quality. The support 
level, unchanged from the previous year, was 83 per cent 
of the base price of $1-67 per bushel. 


Production was forecast at 20 million bushels, an increase 
of 15 per cent over 1960. 


The Agricultural Stabilization Board was authorized to 
pay producers the equivalent of the amount by which the 
support price exceeded the average price of No. 2 Canada 
Eastern grade winter wheat sold for milling or export 
purposes. 


Oats was to be supported by the purchase method at 57 
cents per bushel (unchanged from the previous year) for 
No. 2 C.E. or better on track at Ontario shipping points. 
This was 80 per cent of the ten-year average base price 
of 71 cents per bushel. 


Barley would be supported by the purchase method at 76 
cents per bushel (a decrease of three cents from the 
previous year) :forNos 2 OC. EB. orbetter Ontrack St Ontario 
shippina points. This was 80 per cent of the base price 

of 99 cents per bushel. (Department of Agriculture Press 
Release). 


Quotas and Initial Payments.- Agriculture Minister Hamilton 


announced in the Commons that maximum quota for wheat 
deliveries to elevators for the crop year August 1, 1960 

to July 31, 1961 would be seven bushels per specified acre. 
Some points had already been authorized to accept the full 
quota, and the Wheat Board would endeavor in so far as 
possible to give all producers an opportunity to deliver 
the maximum quota. 


The Minister also announced the initial payments for the 
basic grades of western wheat, Oats and barley for 1961-62 
(unchanged from the present crop year) as follows: 


Wheat - $1-40 per bushel, basis No. 1 Northern,in store 
Fort William/Port Arthur or Vancouver 

Oats - 60 cents per bushel, basis No. 2 Canada Western 
in store Fort William/Port Arthur. 

Barley - 96 cents per bushel, basis No» 3 Canada Western 
Six-Row in store Fort/William/Port Arthur. 
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For all other grades of wheat, oats and barley the initial 
payments for the 1961-62 crop year would be established 

at a later date on the recommendation of the Canadian 
Wheat Board. (Departmentof Agriculture Press Release) 


Turkeys - Price Support.- The price at which the 
Agricultural Stabilization Board would offer to purchase 


turkeys during the 12 months from January 1, 1961 was set 
at 20 cents per pound for Live No. 1 turkeys weighing. 

at least ten pounds but under 20 pounds, basis delivery 
Toronto, with appropriate differentials for other 
weights, grades and principal markets throughout Canada. 
This price was approximately 56.2 per cent of the 
established base price of 35.6 cents per pound f.0o-b. 
Toronto. (P.C. 1961-995) 


Lambs - Price Support.- The support price on lambs of 
Good quality or better for the year April 1, 1961 to 


March 30, 1962 was set at $19.35 per hundredweight, basis 
live weight Toronto, with appropriate differentials for 
Other markets in Canada. The price at which the 
Agricultural Stabilization Board would offer to purchase 
was approximately 82 per cent of the established base 
price of $23.52 per hundredweight. (P.-C. 1961-994) 


Wool Price Support.- The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board, effective for the 12 months from April 1, 196l, 
would pay one cent per pound on all grades of wool from 
sheep, except Rejects, delivered to registered warehouses 
throughout Canada, for each cent by which the average 
wholesale price, f.O-b- Toronto, of the total of wool 
grading Western Range Choice, 58/60's, 1/2 blood staple 
and Eastern Domestic, 48/50's, 1/4 blood staple com- 
hined was below 60 cents per pound, which was approx- 
imately 119 per cent of the established base price of 
50-4 cents per pound. (P.C. 1961-993) 


Honey Price Support.- Support price for Canadian honey 
would remain at 13-5 cents per pound during the 12- 


month period from July 1, 1961 to June 30, 1962. 


Support would be on a deficiency payment basis. The 
Agricultural Stabilization Board would pay the amount 

by which the average market price to producers for White 
No. 1 grade extracted honey was less than 13-5 cents 
during the one-year period. This was 99 per cent of 

the ten-year average base price of 13.6 cents. 


All graded extracted honey produced in Canada and 
delivered to registered packers was eligible for 
support. (Pec. 1961-998 ) 
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Aid to Western Cattlemen.- Cattlemen in drought stricken 

areas Of Manitoba and Saskatchewan would be offered 

facilities at Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration 
community pastures for maintenance feeding of cattle until fall. 


Agriculture Minister Hamilton said that steps had been 
taken to provide feedlot arrangements on pastures where 
adequate water was available. Screening pelts or other 
forms Of maintenance rations would be used. 


Mr. Hamilton stressed that the operation was not designed 
to put finishing gains on cattle in the regular feedlot 
sense, but to allow farmers to keep their cattle on a main- 
tenance ration until fall and conserve their available feed 
supplies for winter feeding. 


Rates would be higher than for ordinary grazing since PFRA 
would be purchasing the feeds. The rate for cattle would be 
ten_cents per head per day and for calves with cows three 
cents ‘per “head per day- 


The Minister said these rates would not cover the full cost 
of the PFRA Operation, but that any lower rates would involve 
substantial subsidization. 


Facilities could be made available on several pastures in 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan where farmers were hardest hit by 
the drought. PFRA had no community pastures in Alberta. 
(Department of Agriculture Press Release) 


Extension of Powers of Quebec Flue-Cured Tobacco Producers" 


Board-- The Quebec Flue-Cured Tobacco Producers' Board set 

up under the Quebec Agricultural Marketing Act to regulate 

the marketing of flue-cured tobacco within the Province of 
Quebec was granted authority under the Agricultural Products 
Marketing Act to regulate the marketing of Quebec-grown tobacco 
Outside the province in interprovincial and export trade. 

(P.-C. 1961-1007). 


Freight Rates Reduction.- Western Fodder.- The CNR and CPR 
would aid drought-stricken western farmers by reducing 
freight rates by one-third on hay and fodder, according to 

a joint annoumcement July 18. Similar reduced rates were 

in effect during the fall and winter of 1958-59 and 1950-60. 
The railways would reduce freight rates by as much as $10 
per ton for shipping essential fodder from Western Canada 
production areas to other western areas where supplies were 
deficient. Each railway set a $100,000 limit on the total 
asSistance it would provide. (Toronto Globe and Mail) 


PFRA Boundaries Extended.- Agriculture Minister Hamilton 
announced that in view of widespread drought conditions 

in Western Canada, the operational boundaries of the Prairie 
Farm Rehabilitation Administration were being extended to 
include all the settled farming areas of the three Prairie 
Provinces. 


The former PFRA area extended from 30 miles east of Winnipeg 
to the:British Columbia border and from the U.S. border on 
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the south to as far north as Prince Albert in Saskatchewan - 
a distance of,300.mitles.. . The. totadarea,contained more than 
Ll ma Dlnon sac nes « 


Extension of the boundaries would bring in the area north 
of Winnipeg in Manitoba, including the interlake district; 
the Melfort and Carrot River areas and the district north 
of Prince Albert and North Battleford in Saskatchewan; and 
the north-central and northern areas of Alberta. 


This extension of the boundaries would permit the PFRA to 
assist farmers in the establishment of dugouts for farm 
water supplies in the new district being included in the 
PFRA areae (Department of Agriculture Release) 


oul yor Beef Production Assistance - Nova Scotia.- The Government 
of Nova Scotia announced a Beef Cattle Transportation 
Policy to encourage expansion of the province's beef industry 
which had been falling short of consumption requirements by 
590,000 carcasses annually. 


The Policy was to assist farmers in the purchase of commercial 
and purebred female beef cattle, between the ages of six 

months and five years, by paying a portion of the transportation 
charges whether purchases were made at approved annual sales 

in the province or from other sources. 


Farmers who purchased at least five animals would be assisted 
to a maximum of one carload of animals each and cows might not 
be sold until they had calved. 


Fifty per cent of the freight charges would be paid by the 

government On purchases from outside the province. On cattle 
purchased at approved annual sales within the province assist- 
ance would vary from $5 to $10 per head depending on distance 
and whether or not the cows were bred. (Nova Scotia Farm News) 


Jad yb Quality Premium on Lambs.- Agriculture Minister Hamilton 


announced that the government would pay to producers of A and 
B lamb carcasses of desirable weights, a premium of $2.00 and 
$1.00 respectively, which along with the price supports on 
wog@l and lamb rounded out a three point program of assistance 
to the sheep industry. 


This third measure was taken to encourage production of better 
quality lambs and at the same time increase producers' returns 
so as to help keep the industry in a reasonably sound position. 
This was necessary for Canada to maintain a relatively com- 
petitive position on a quality basis with lamb products from 
Australia and New Zealand. (Department of Agriculture Release). 


July 24 Ontario Sheep Assistance.- Under a policy designed to aid 
farmers in establishing sheep flocks of a size considered to 
be an economic unit, the Ontario Department of Agriculture, 
in co-operation with the Canada Department of Agriculture 
would; provide freight rate assistance on ewes purchased in 
Western Canada. 
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Purchasers would be reimbursed two-thirds of the shipping 
charges provided each shipment was not less than 100 ewes. 


One-third of the charges would be paid by the Province and 
the other third by the Federal Department. 


The Ontario Live Stock Branch would lend to purchasers of 
40 or more ewes, rams for breeding purposes up to a limit 
of four. 


The Branch would act as co-ordinator for farmers purchasing 
less than 100 ewes, by arranging for such lots to be com- 
bined with larger units for shipping purposes. Animals would 
be inspected at «point of origin on request. 


The freight assistance would apply in cases where members 
of 4-H sheep clubs purchased five or more ewes out of 
shipments comprised of at least 100 animals. (Ontario 
Department of Agriculture Release) 


Forage Bank.- Agriculture Minister Hamilton confirmed 
arrangements under which the Federal Government offered 
to assist western provinces in a forage bank program, as 
previously announced by the Prime Minister. 


The program would involve farmers who cut cereal crops 
for fodder because drought conditions did not give promise 
of a worthwhile grain yield. 


Administration would come under the provinces. Participating 
farmers would cut and bale the green grain as fodder and 
provide suitable protection. They would make this fodder avail- 
able in a forage bank, under provincial or municipal auspices, 
to any Other farmers wishing to buy it - at not more than a 
maximum price as set by the provinces. 


Farmers participating would be subsidized up to $5 a ton for 
which the Federal Government would reimburse the provinces 
half of this amount. 


Farmers receiving the subsidy were not to be excluded from 


Prairie Farm Assistance Act payments if the area in which 


they lived qualified. 


Purpose of the program was to encourage farmers who did not 

need the fodder for their own livestock to cut it for a forage 
bank and have it available for others, rather than plow it down. 
(Department of Agriculture Release) 


1961 Crop «Initial Quotasi-yyThewquotatpolicy for the 1961-62 


crop year effective August 1, 1961 was announced by the 
Canadian Wheat Board. 


Durum wheat would be deliverable, until September 15 on an 
Open quota basis, deliveries were to be made to the delivery 
point indicated in the producer's 1961-62 delivery permit book. 


Flaxseed would be deliverable on an Open quota basis with the 
Board reserving the right to cancel this quota at any time. 


The Board would again consider applications on behalf of 
producers of malting, pot and/or pearling barley, for 
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permission to deliver, in excess of the established quotas, 
One carlot of such barley provided a representative sample 
of such carlot had been submitted to and accepted by a 
maltster or shipper as suitable for malting, pot and/or 
pearlina; and a premium was to be paid to the producer for 
the carlot of barley so accepted. 


An initial delivery quota was authorized for wheat (excluding 
durum), oats, barley and rye, applicable to all permit holders 
regardless of the acreage shown on their 1961 permit books, 

of 100 units. Each such unit to be the equivalent of three 
bushels of wheat or ten bushels of oats or five bushels of 
barley. 


As space became available each permit holder would be en- 
titled to deliver at his option any combination of the 
above grains up to the limit of 100 units. 


Following the initial quota, the Board would again establish 
general quotas at individual delivery points, based upon 
bushels per "specified acres". This specified acreage would 
consist of the total of each permit holder's acreage seeded 

to wheat (excluding Durum), oats, barley and rye, summerfallow, 
and the eligible acreage seeded to cultivated grasses and 
forage crops. (Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to the Trade 
re Quotas (General), No. 1-1961-62 Crop Year) 


July-23 Increased Feed Freight Assistance.- A $2.00 per ton increase 
in freight assistance on Western feedgrains and millfeeds 


purchased by livestock producers in the northern areas of 
Quebec and Ontario received federal approval and would apply 
August l. 


This increase would aid districts that could derive little if 
anv advantage from cheaper water transportation. 


Counties included were Abitibi East and West, Rouyn-Noranda, 
Roberval, Lake St. John and Chicoutimi in Quebec and Thunder 
Bay, Algoma, Cochrane, Sudbury, Manitoulin, Temiskaming and 
Nipissing in Ontario. 


This change would extend to northern Ontario and ‘northern 
Quebec the $7-00 basic subsidy which previously applied only 
on shipments to eastern Quebec. (Department of Agriculture 
Press Release) 


August l Crop Share Payment Agreements Extended.- Twenty thousand 


Western Canada farmers who had loans from the Farm Credit 
Corporation under the old Canadian Farm Loan Act would be 
given the Opportunity of making their payments in the form 
of a share of their annual crop, Agriculture Minister Alvin 
Hamilton announced. Previously, the Crop Share Agreements 
had been offered only to borrowers under the Farm Credit 

Act passed in 1959. This offer would be made not only to 
those growing spring wheat, but also to those growing coarse 
grains and edible oil seeds as cash crops. 


Under these Agreements, annual payments»would be related to 
the amount and the value of the cash crops harvested each 
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year from an agreed minimum seeded acreage- In the case 

of wheat, for example, no delivery would be required if 

the yield was six bushels per seeded acre or less. The Farm 
Credit Corporation's share would be one-half the yield between 
six bushels and 18 bushels per seeded acre, but no share 
would be required from that part of the yield in excess of 
18 bushels per acre. The share due from coarse grains and 
oil seeds was calculated on a proportionate value basis. 
Where the farmer wished to retain all or part of the 
Corporation's share of his grain for feed, he could pay 

the Corporation its sale value in cash. 


Mr. Hamilton said these Crop Share Agreements followed 

the same principles as a similar agreement which proved 
its merit under the Veterans' Land Act. This saved many 
farmers who, during prolonged periods of short crops, 
would otherwise have been obliged to give up their farms. 
However, while the V-L-A- Agreement applied only to sprina 
wheat, the Corporation's Agreement was broadened to also 
cover cOarse grains and oil seeds. 


Every farmer in the spring wheat area of Western Canada 

who obtained a loan from the Farm Credit Corporation or 

from its predecessor, the Canadian Farm Loan Board, would 

be notified by letter of the conditions under which he might 
arranged to repay his loan through a Crop Share Agreement. 


With a short crop in prospects; it was expected that a con- 
Siderable number of western farmers would take advantage of 
the new agreement. (Department of Agriculture Press Release) 


Stabilization Board Cheese Resale Prices.- The Agricultural 
Stabilization Board established a resale price to the trade, 
effective Auaust 1, of 33 cents per pound at storage points 
for first grade cheese purchased by the Board under the 
price support program. 


Under its support operations the Board offered to purchase 
first grade cheese meeting its specifications at 32 cents 
per pound in Ontario and 3l$ cents per pound in Quebec. 


The Minister in making the announcement, explained that 
this action on the part of the Board would avoid the 
possibility of sales by the Board at or below its purchase 
price preventing the cheese market from advancing above the 
support level. (Department of Agriculture Press Release) 


Value for Duty of Potatoes.- Under authority of section 
40A(7)(b) of the Customs Act the Minister of National Revenue 


fixed a value for duty of potatoes at $2.78 per hundred 
pounds, Canadian funds, when imported into Western Canada 
On and after August 5, 1961. Potatoes bona fide purchased 
and in transit to the purchaser in Canada on or before mid- 
night August 4 were not subject to this order. 


In addition to the regular duty of 37s cents per hundred- 
weight, potatoes would be subject to the special or "dump" 


August 9 


= Sh 


duty equivalent to the difference between the actual pur- 
chase price and $2.78 per hundredweight. 


This order was the first issued under this section which 
was included in a 1958 amendment to the Act and proclaimed 
in effect during February 1960. The section set out the 
method by which the Minister might determine the value for 
duty On any imported fresh fruit or vegetable of a class 
or kind produced in Canada by providing that the value 

for duty would be the average weighted value of imports 

of the commodity during the preceding three years. The 
procedure was to be applied in cases where the Minister 
considered that the market price of a commodity in the 
country of export had declined as a result of the advance 
of the season to levels that did not reflect its normal 
value. (Department of National Revenue Memorandum) 


Processed Fruit and Vegetable Regulations Revised.- 
The Processed Fruit and Vegetable Regulations made under 


the Meat and Canned Foods Act in 1954 were revoked and 
a new set of Regulations were set up under the Canada 
Agricultural Products Standards Act. 


Some of the more important changes included in the new 
regulations were: 


1) Sanitary requirements for a registered establishment 
were made more stringent, particularly on how an 
establishment should be maintained and Operated. 


2) The sections relating to graded products and 
specified products were reworded to provide for greater 
ease Of enforcement. The government continued to assume 
full control over graded products by stipulating the 
use of the appropriate grade name (Canada Fancy etc.) 
whether shipment was within the province or inter- 
provincial. With respect to specified products for 
which standards were prescribed, control over these 

was confined to interprovincial and international trade 
Only. In addition there were certain other products 
named for which standards of composition did not exist 
and which were also included in the latter category. 
With respect to imports the products covered by these 
Regulations were clearly outlined. 
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3) Standard containers were prescribed for graded 
products and also for specified products when shipped 
interprovincially or internationally. 


4) The table of minimum net and drained weights were 
made more complete and covered most can sizes. 


5) Importations for re-manufacturing not complying 

with the Regulations would be permitted as before but 
such goods had to be used strictly for re-manufacturing 
in the packing of another product. . Import shipments 

to the hotel, restaurant and institutional trade would 
not be considered as being for "re-manufacturing" as they 
were under the old Regulations. 


6) Grades outlined in the Regulations were shown in 

much greater detail and all terms and the tolerances 
permitted were defined. Optional grades were established 
for certain products and on these grades labelling was 
not mandatory. (Canada Gazette Part II, P.-C. 1961-1050). 


Import Licenses Issued for Oats-e- American oats could 
now be imported into Canada to relieve feed shortages, 


the Canadian Wheat Board announced August 16- Chief 
Commissioner W.eC. McNamara said the board had approved 
import applications from several companies. 


Threatened shortage of oats and barley as a result 
of the Prairie drought had caused mounting coarse 
grains prices. After the board announcement prices 
on the Winnipeg Grain Exchange declined from 25 to 
3-7/8 cents a bushel for both oats and barley. 


‘Agriculture Minister Hamilton in commenting on this 


action stated that the board had authority to keep 
prices of Canadian feedgrains in line with those in 

the United States. Canadian oats had risen at one 
point to a price seven cents higher than the American 
Oats and this had to be levelled off said Mr. Hamilton. 
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He said the Canadian Wheat Board was obliged to try to 
get the best prices it could for Canadian grain but this 
had to be consistent with finding and holding markets. 
Prices of oats had risen to the point where the Eastern 
Canada market - prime one for western grain growers - 
was hard pressed. (The Western Producer and the Modern 


Farmer ) 
August 24 Sheep Breeders Freight Assistance - Saskatchewan.- A 


federal freight assistance program for breeding ewes 
effective for the current fiscal year was announced 
by Saskatchewan Minister of Agriculture I.C. Nollet. 


Under terms of the policy the Canada and Saskatchewan 
departments of agriculture each would pay one-third of 
the shipping charges on breeding ewes for which the 
distance was not less than 200 miles and On a maximum 
of 200 approved animals for one purchaser. The re- 
maining third of the transportation cost was to be paid 
by the purchaser. 


Purpose of the assistancepolicy was to encourage the 
establishment of more sheep flocks in the province on 
a sound economic basis. 


Under the policy, ewes had to be purchased strictly 

for breeding and shipments contain a minimum of 100 
ewes with no less than 25 for an individual purchaser. 
In addition all animals purchased had to be approved 

as to breeding characteristics and general health by a 
representative of the provincial or federal agriculture 
departments. (The Western Producer) 


August 30 Quota-exempt Deliveries to Feed Mills.- The Canadian 
Wheat Board announced the extension to July 3l, 1962 


of the feed mill policy first introduced in November 
1960 whereby designated feed mills may receive quota- 
exempt wheat, Oats and barley from 1961-62 permit 
holders in the province in which the feed mill is 
located, provided the grains so acquired are resold 
solely in the form of prepared or processed feedstuffs 
within the particular province. 


Designated feed mills would be those which completed 
an Agreement with the Board effective until July 3l, 
1962 and which would be named in an Order of the 
Board to be issued later. 


Purchases would be made at prices negotiated with permit 
holders and any such deliveries would be exempt from 
delivery quota regulations. (The Canadian Wheat Board 
Instructions to the Trade No. 17, te Feed Mills) 


September l Supplementary Quota - Soft White Spring Wheat.- In order 
to obtain sufficient quantities of Soft White Spring 


Wheat to meet mill requirements, a supplementary delivery 
quota of ten bushels per seeded acre of Soft White 

Spring Wheat was authorized effective September 5, to 
producers who contracted with mills for the production 

of this variety. (The Canadian Wheat»Board Instructions 

to the Trade re Quotas (General) No. 7 - 1961-62 Crop Year) 


September 7 Saskatchewan Seed Marketing Agreement.- The federal 
government. announced it would enter into an agreement 


pursuant to the Agricultural Products Co-operative 
Marketin~ Act with a Saskatchewan forage seed marketing 
association for the marketing of forage crop seeds pro- 
duced in the year 1961 in the Province of Saskatchewan. 
This would be the twenty-third consecutive agreement of 
this kind to be signed with a Saskatchewan association. 
(P.-C. 1961-1272) 


September 14 Extension of Powers of Ontario Grape Growers' Marketing 
Boarde- The Ontario Grape Growers' Marketing Board 


authorized under the Farm Products Marketing Act of 
Ontario to regulate the marketing of grapes locally 
within the province was granted authority to regulate 
the marketing outside the province in interprovincial 
and export trade of grapes grown in Ontario. (P.C. 
1961-1293) 


September 29 Parliament Prorogues.- The Fourth Session of the Twenty- 
Fourth Parliament ended. It had opened on November 17 
of the previous year and recessed from July 13 to 
September 7. (House of Commons Debates) 


October 3 Egg Price Supports.- Agriculture Minister Hamilton 
announced that the price support program for eggs for 
the period October 1, 1961 to September 30, 1962 would 
be essentially the same as the previous year's with some 
slight changes. 


The support price would be 34 cents per dozen to pro- 
ducers basis Grade A Large-eggs, which was below the 
estimated national average of 34.5 cents for 1960-61 
and approximately 87 per cent of the ten year average. 
Previous support price was 33 cents per dozen, Grade 
A Large. 


The deficiency payment program of support would be 
continued but it was extended to include Grade A Medium 
as wellxas the Grade A‘‘Extra Large and Grade A Large 
eggs- The deficiency payment would be based on the 
amount by which the national average price to producers 
for Grade A Large eggs for the 12-month period was less 


on Die 


than the support price. Payments to any one producer 
would be limited to 4,000 dozen eggs of the grades 
specified. (Department of Agriculture Release). 


October 10 Water-Drilling Aid - Prairie Provinces-- Agriculture 


Minister Hamilton announced approval of a federal- 
provincial program to give impetus to community well- 
drilling operations in the three prairie provinces. 


The move was taken in the wake of the previous summer's 
drought which left many municipalities facing grave 
shortages of water for livestock and domestic use. 


Under the scheme, the federal government would contri- 
bute 35 per ‘cent of the cost of driblangva well, pro- 
vided the provincial government contributed an equal 
amount. The balance would be borne by the municipality. 


Federal assistance would be made under the Prairie Farm 
Rehabilitation Act. Each project would have to receive 
the approval of P.F.ReA- and the province in which it 
was located. 


Development of the well would be the responsibility 
of the municipality, which would submit its claim for 
70 per cent of the cost to the province. The federal 
share would be paid through the province. (Department 
of Agriculture Release) 


Octoher 16 Supplementary Quota - Rye.- Effective Oct. 16 at _all 


Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta delivery points, 

a supplementary quota of five bushels per seeded acre 
to rye based on the individual producer's delivery 
permit book, subject to a minimum delivery of 200 
bushels was authorized. 


The quota was to remain in effect until further notice. 
(The Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to the Trade re 
Quotas (General) No. 1l) 


November 2 Interim Wheat Payment.- Agriculture Minister Hamilton 
announced an interim payment of ten cents per bushel 
on the 1960-61 wheat pool. 


Producer deliveries to the 1960-61 wheat pool totalled 
392.8 million bushels which would result in $39.3 
million being distributed to western grain producers. 


Mre Hamilton explained that the interim payment could 

be made much earlier than in previous years because 

of the increased export performance experienced during 
the year coupled with the general strengthening of wheat 
prices. (Department of Agriculture Release) 


November 6 


November 8 


November 22 


November 22 


PFAA Amendments-- The Minister of Agriculture announced 
two important amendments to Prairie Farm Assistance Act 
regulations. Deleted. from the regulations was a pro- 
vision which excluded a complete farm unit from benefits 
of the Act if it contained more than 50 acres of 
irrigated land which produced a crop averaging more 

than 12 bushels per acre. 


The other amendment concerned father-son farm Operations. 
Previously, a tenant who rented land from a parent was 
not eligible for a PFAA payment unless he had a written 
lease executed before May 1 of the year of the award. 
Under the new amendment, the son would be eligible 

in such circumstances if his parents did not operate 

a farm. El gts, 


Purpose of the old clause was to prevent farmers from 
claiming they had leased land to a son under a verbal 
lease in order to quality for two PFAA payments -- which 
would amount to more in total than they would be eligible 
for under one payment. (Department of Agriculture Release) 


ARDA Directore- Agriculture Minister Alvin Hamilton 
announced that the Civil Service Commission had named 
Alexander Thomas Davidson, 35, Director of ARDA 
(Agricultural Rehabilitation and Development Act). 


Mre Davidson, for the previous three years Chief of 
The Resources Division, Northern Administration Branch, 
Department of Northern Affairs and National Resources, 
would assume his new duties December l. 


ARDA was passed unanimously by the House of Commons in 
Maye It called for federal-provincial agreements for 
the joint undertaking of: (1) Alternative uses of land 
classified ‘as marginalor of- low -productivity;,. (2) 
Development of income and employment opportunities for 
rural agricultural areas; and (3) Development and con- 
servation of the water and soil resources of Canada. 
(Department of Agriculture Release) 


Supplementary Quota: - Soft White Spring Wheat.- In order 
to obtain sufficient quantities of Soft White Spring 


Wheat to meet mill requirements, the supplementary quota 

of ten bushels per acre seeded to this wheat was in- 

creased to 15 bushels effective November 22 at the designated 
delivery points of producers eligible under the original 
order. (The Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to the 

Trade Re Quotas (General) No. 15, 1961-62 Crop Year) 


Open Delivery Quota on Rye.- The delivery quota on rye 


“was declared open effective November 22 for the balance 


of the crop year 1961-62 at all delivery points in the 
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designated areae (The Canadian Wheat Board Instructions 
to the Trade Re Quotas (General) Noe 16) 


November 23 Freight Assistance Enquiry.- Agriculture Minister Alvin 
Hamilton announced that a three-man committee had been 
appOinted to study the question of freight assistance 
On the movement of western feedgrains to the Maritime 
Provinces. 


Ee-Je Alton of Ottawa, a member of the National Harbours 
Board, was chairman of the special committee. The other 
members were E.M. Taylor of Fredericton, retired Deputy 
Minister of Agriculture for New Brunswick, and G.eM. Schuthe 
of Ottawa, chief of the transportation and trade services 
division, Department of Trade and Commerce. 


Their terms of reference: 


"To enquire into the equity of present rates of assist- 
ance On western feedgrains to the provinces of New 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, in 
relation to costs by various methods of transportation, 
and to make recommendations with respect thereto." 


The committee was to hold its first hearings in Montreal 

in late November and a series of hearings in the three 
Maritime Provinces in December. (Department of Agriculture 
Release) 


November 23 Potato Price Stabilization.e- The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board was authorized to support New Brunswick grown 
potatoes grading Canada No. l, including up to 12 per 
cent Canada No. 1 small from the 1961 crop delivered to 
starch factories for processinge The Board established 
that the base price was $2.69 per 165 lb. barrel and the 
support price would be approximately 50 per cent of this 
at $1.35 per barrel. The deficiency payment method would 
be used. (PC. 1961-1669). 


December 8 Oat Pool Account Closes.- Final payment on the.1960-61 
Oat pool, amounting to $5,075,785, would be distributed 
to producers by the Canadian Wheat Board beginning Monday 
December ll, Agriculture Minister Alvin Hamilton announced. 


Speaking at Barrhead, Alberta, Mr- Hamilton disclosed 
that the oat pool had been closed November 17 and that 
producers had delivered 36,014,366 bushels. 


Final surplus for distribution was determined after allow- 
ing for the Prairie Farm Assistance Act levy, final pay- 
ment expenses and additional interest earnings subsequent 
to the November 17 closing date. 


December 15 


Of the total, $1,473,334 would go to producers in 
British Columbia and Alberta; $1,962,271 to Saskatchewan 
producers, and $1,640,180 to Manitoba producers. 


The Minister said the average final payment was 14.094 
cents per bushel. The final payments for the principal 
grades of oats were: 


No. 1 Canada Western, 14.054 cents per bushel 
No. 2 Canada Western, 14-054 cents per bushel 
Noe 3 Canada Western, 13-396 cents per bushel 
No. Extra 3 Canada Western, 14-054 cents per bushel 
Extra Noe 1 Feed, 13-389 cents per bushel 
No. 1 Feed, 14.396 cents per bushel 
No. 2 Feed, 16.616 cents per bushel 
Noe 3 Feed, 18.813 cents. 
(Department of Agriculture Release) 


Sugar Beet Supports.- Agriculture Minister Hamilton 
announced that support would be provided for Canada 
sugar beet growers On a new basis starting with the 
LOG? Fern s 


Mr. Hamilton recalled that assistance had been provided 
the industry under the Agricultural Stabilization Act 
since "L950." "This last "yeary “in the ight of ‘special 
difficulties related largely to the depressed world 
prices for sugar, the government undertook a thorough 
review of sugar policy. In making this study the 
interests of producers, processors and cOnsumers, as 
well as related aspects of Canadian international trade, 
were assessed. 


Because of these considerations, the government concluded 
that the most effective way to assist the industry would 
be a program directly related to fluctuations in world 
sugar prices. Accordingly, the government decided to 
base the support program on the difference between the 
prescribed and the actual declared value of imported 

raw sugar during a support year. 


Over the previous ten years, prices paid by processors 
for the refined sugar from Canadian beets had been 
approximately 122 per cent of the declared value of 
imported raw sugar. Accordingly, in calculating payments 
due to producers, this percentage -- which had been 
stable over the past ten years -- would be used. 


The government concluded that for the 1962 support year, 
a prescribed value of 45 cents per pound for imported 
raw sugar should result in satisfactory returns to 

sugar beet producers. Therefore, the support program 
for 1962 would take the form of a deficiency payment to 
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sugar beet growers if the average declared value of 
imported raw sugar during the crop year was less 

than 45 cents per pound. The payment would be at the rate 
of 1.22 cents per pound for each cent that the average 
declared value of imported raw sugar was less than 4 
cents per pound. 


Mr- Hamilton stressed that this program would not eliminate 
the need for price negotiations between producers and 
processors as in the past, nor would it provide a guarantee 
against low returns due to decreased quality or yield. 

It would, however, provide protection for the growers 

and processors Of Canadian beets against the price un- 
certainties of the international sugar market and in a 
manner which should furnish an adequate and reasonable 
level of support. (Department of Agriculture Release) 


December 21 Hog Price Support.- The Agricultural Stabilization Board 
was authorized to support the price of hogs in 1962 at 
$23.65 per hundredweight to producers for Grade A's on 
a national average basis. 


Method of support was a deficiency payment On a maximum 
of 100 Grade A or Grade B hogs for each producer. The 
payment would be the amount by which the national average 
price of Grade A's to producers for the year fell below 
the support level’. 


The 1962 support price would be about 88.8 per cent of 
the ten-year average base price of $26.64 per hundred- 
weight compared with the previous year's level of 83 
per cent of the base. (P.-C. 1961-1847). 


December 21 Turkey Price Support.- Agriculture Minister Hamilton 
announced that the Agricultural Stabilization Board 
would continue the stabilization program for turkeys 
in 1962 on the same basis as was in effect for 1961. 


This was a support price of 20 cents per pound for 
live No. 1 turkeys weighing at least ten pounds but 
under 20 pounds, basis delivery Toronto and Montreal, 
with appropriate differentials for other weights and 
grades at principal markets throughout Canada. The 
support price was about 59 per cent of the ten-year 
average base price. 


Under the 1961 support program the Board was committed 
to take over any surplus stocks that might be offered 
for sale at the support level's at Decémber 31. (P-C. 1961-1845). 


December 21 Extension of Powers of Ontario Onion Growers' Marketing 


Board.-- The Ontario Onion Growers' Marketing Board 
established under the Farm Products Marketing Act of 
Ontario and given power to regulate the marketing of 
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Onions locally within the province was granted authority 
under the Agricultural Products Marketing Act to regulate 
the marketing outside the province in interprovincial 

and export trade of onions grown in Ontario. (P.-C. 1961-1820) 


December 22 Imports of New Zealand Lambe- New Zealand volunteered 
to abstain from exporting large quantities of lamb to 
Canada during this country's lamb marketing season, the 
bulk of which usually took place between September and 
February. 


This assurance was given to Agriculture Minister Hamilton 
by New Zealand's Deputy Prime Minister J-R- Marshall with 
whom he held discussions during Mr- Marshall's visit to 
Ottawa. 


Mr. Hamilton stated he would try to come to a similar 
arrangement with Australia, the other main exporter 
of lamb to this country. (Department of Agriculture 
Release) 
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This publication, one of a series which began in 1952, 
records chronologically changes in federal policies affect- 
ing agriculture and the more important events related to 
these policies. The material in the first five annual 
volumes was consolidated and issued under the title 
"Chronology of Canadian Agricultural Policies, 1952-1956". 
Annual supplements have been issued since that time. 


The date under which each item is listed is generally 
that of the reference or source which appears in brackets 
at the end of the item. In these references, the letters 
Mite \Privy Counciiyirefer to orders in council. 


Agricultural items from provincial sources have been 
omitted except where they relate to federal-provincial 
policies. This is because complete coverage was not avail- 
able from all provinces. 


An index follows the chronological section of the 
bulletin on page °45. 


The material was compiled by J.-M. Sullivan, Economics 
Division, Department of Agriculture. 
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January 9 


January 10 


A CHRONOLOGY FOR 1962 


Final Barley Payment.- Agriculture Minister 
Hamilton announced that the 1960-61 barley pool 


closed DecemberS andthe final payment to pro- 
ducers would be $7,207,194, an average of 8.36 
cents per bushel. Producers delivered 86.1 
myrTion "bushere voY the “pools 


Final payment on the 1959-60 pool which closed 
March 30, 1961 was $2,022,170 at an average 2.1 
cents per bushel for 94.9 million bushels. 


Final payment for No. 3 C.W. 6 row barley would 

be &s4 cents per bushel which Gn addition to the 
initial payment of 96 cents would bring the 1960-61 
total “for tis “grades too GP 0440284 Department of 
Agriculture Release; P.C. 1961-1861). 


Committee Formed to Study Grain Handling.- An 
interdepartmental committee including representation 


from the Departments of Agriculture, Finance, Trade 
and Commerce and Transport, and from the Board of 
Grain Commissioners and National Harbours Board was 
appointed to study problems related to the storage 
and handling of grains in Canada. 


The major function of the committee was to prepare 
an initial assessment of the adequacy of Canada's 

grain storage and handling facilities in relation 

to current and future requirements for the storage 
and movement of Canadian grain. 


The committee was also to study the pattern of 
grain movement with a view to determining what 
factors, if any,.were hampering the rapid and 
efticrenct [low Of Grain trom farm to ultimate 
consumere (Department of Trade and Commerce Release). 


Delivery Quotas.- For the first time since the 
1950-51 crop year grain delivery quotas were lifted 
in many parts of the Prairies and producers were 
free to market as much grain as they wished. 


The Canadian Wheat Board opened the quotas at about 


January ll 


January 18 


January 23 


February 6 


he 


500 delivery points which were approximately 25 
per cent of the total number. The remaining 
locations were still on quotas of from res uO 
seven bushels per specified acre. 


The unrestricted delivery situation stemmed primarily 
from the substantial export sales during 1961. 
(Department of Agriculture Release). 


Potato Marketing P.E.1.- The Minister of Agriculture 
was authorized under the provisions of the Agricultural 
Products Co-operative Marketing Act to enter into an 
agreement with the Producers' Co-operative Association 
Limited of Prince Edward Island for the marketing of 
potatoes produced in the province during 1961. 

(P.C. 1962-34). 


Parliament Opened.- The fifth session of the 
twenty-fourth parliament opened. The main agricultural 
item included in the speech from the Throne was the 
proposal to provide acreage payments to western 
farmers, because of losses suffered as a result of 
the drought in the Prairie Provinces during the 
previous summer.e (House of Commons Debates, p.2). 


Removal of Quota on Soft White Spring Wheat.- The 
delivery quota on all grades of Soft White Spring 


Wheat was removed effective January 23, and such 
wheat could now be delivered to elevators at the 
designated delivery points, regardless of the 
delivery quota in effect for other types of wheat. 
(Canadian Wheat Board Instructions to the Trade 

Re Quotas (General) No. 19). 


The Report of the Royal Commission on Transportation - 
Volume II.- The Royal Commission report*defined 


National Transportation Policy as the development 

of “efficiency and economy in the transportation 
system". Transportation has been, and should continue 
to be, utilized in the implimentation of National 
policy but henceforth should be governed by the 
following. criteria:, (1) Eath mode of transportation 
should compete for business on the basis of its own 
competitive economic advantages. (2) Public assist- 
ance to regions or industries should not be disguised 
as assistance to transportation. (9) The true cost 
of transportation assistance should be rigorously 
ascertained and not be allowed to become a burden 

on the rate structure of any medium which still has 
areas Of substantial transportation monopoly. The 
report proposes that past burdens placed on the rail- 
ways as a result of public policy should be assumed 
by the National Government. 


‘a esas 


The Royal Commission's approach to National Trans- 


portation Policy would have far reaching effects on 
Canadian agriculture. The Commission states that 
"the railways will become of lesser rather than 
greater importance in transporting the products of 
the-“agricul ture lviuindustry") as the tmucks, in in- 
creasing numbers, take over the assembly and delivery 
of agricultural products. Branch lines of railways 
now serving agricultural commodities, particularly in 
Western Canada, should be abandoned and the historic 
grain gathering system consolidated over a period of 
yearse The encouraging of intermodal competition as 
a matter of public policy combined with the ration- 
alization and technical advance of the railways and 
maximum rate control would tend to stabilize Canadian 
fréelgnt rates *andireduce transportation costs to the 
agricultural community. 


Three case studies were given by the Royal Commission 
to illustrate the present use of transportation as 

an instrument of National Policy. These studies 
include an analysis of the use of the Maritime Freight 
Rates Act, the "bridge" subsidy and Feed Freight 
Assistancee The Royal Commission questioned the 
application of the Maritimes Freight Rates Act for 
intra-Maritime traffic and recommended the extension 
of the Act to cover the movement of goods, including 
agricultural, by all modes of transporte The Royal 
Commission recommended the abolishing of the "bridge" 
subsidy which authorizes a set amount of money to 
roll <back "so-called non-competitive rates on rail 
movements between Central and Western Canada-e It 
also recommended the re-wording of Feed Freight 
Assistance in.order that (a)-it apply to all modes 

of pandporration;"(b) “rhe essi stance Rate tobe 

no higher than the freight rate available from the 
least= Costeearrienyze aud 6 )Mascistance rateson 
shipments to British Columbia be based on the same 
formula as that used for Eastern Canada. The Royal 
Commission suggested that the Federal Government make 
a detailed re-assessment of the feed freight assist- 
ance ‘policy ‘in ‘order to determine whether or not the 
policy is stall benefiting Canadian agriculture to the 
greatest possible extent in its present form or 
whether assistance could be more effectively applied 
in some other manner. 


February 8 Acreage Payment to Grain Producers-- Hone DeS. Harkness, 
acting for the Minister of Agriculture, introduced vote 


611 in the House of Commons on January 26, providing for 
acreage payments to western grain producers to alleviate 
their serious financial condition brought on by the 
drought during the previous summere Basis of payment 


ai eh ee 


was $1 per cultivated acre up to a maximum of 200 

acres per farm and calling for an appropriation of 

$42 million from the federal treasury.- The motion 
passed on January 30. Announcement of the payments 
which were provided on a similar basis in 1958 and 

1960 was first made by the Prime Minister on December 
ll in a speech at his home riding of Prince Albert. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp-245-272, 305-19, 355-362; 
P.C. 1962-156). 


February 8 Potato Price Stabilization.- The Agricultural 
Stabilization Board was authorized to make a payment 
on Canada’ No. 1 potatoes (1s" to 4") produced in the 
Maritime Provinces from the 1961 crop and sold for 
export to approved non-North American markets. The 
guaranteed return on the potatoes exported was $1.45 
per 165 lb. barrel which was approximately 50 per 
cent of the established base price of $2.89. 


This authority was limited to assistance on the move- 
ment of 20,000 metric tons or 267,000 barrels. 
(P.C. 1962-184; Department of Agriculture Release). 


February 12 Deficiency Payment on Wool.- A deficiency payment 
of 22 cents a pound would be paid on the 1961 wool 


clip -- one cent less than the payment for the 
previous year's wool production. 


The deficiency payment was calculated as the differ- 
ence between the stabilization price of 60 cents 

a pound and the average market price per pound f.0-b. 
Toronto for the basic grades, Western Range Choice, 
half blood staple, and Eastern Domestic, quarter 
blood staple, combined. J 
It was estimated that 1961 production of wool in 
Canada would be approximately six million pounds. 
(Department of Agriculture Release). 


February 21 Lacombe Swine Exports.- The embargo on export of 
Lacombe swine was lifted by the federal government. 
The ban had been imposed at the end of 1958 when 
distribution of the first breeding groups to Canadian 
farmers got underway. 


The new swine breed had been developed by the Canada 
Department of Agriculture for crossing with commercial 
types but it was feared that, without export control, 
the supply might be depleted before the breed became 
established in this country. 


Breeders had expressed satisfaction with the Lacombe, 
of which there were now several thousand registered 
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with the Canadian National Live Stock Records. 
(Farm News, Canada Department of Agriculture). 


February 22 Increased Initial Payment on Wheat.- Prime 


Minister Diefenbaker announced in the Commons 

an increase in the initial price to producers 

of wheat delivered for the 1961-62 pool account. 

The increase which was effective March 1, 1962 would 
bes 


1) 10 cents per bushel on all wheat other than Durum, 
whatever the grade, including all grades of 
sample and mixed wheats. 


2) 75 cents per bushel on Durum wheat grading No. l 
to No. 4 including Extra No. 4, toughs, damps 
and all off grades. 


One déliverves sforwthe) 196-62) poodwaccount)made 
between August 1, 1961 and February 28, 1962 an 
adjustment payment would be made to raise the price 
of those deliveries to the new price level. 


The new initial price for No. 1 Manitoba northern 

wheat and No. 1 Canada western amber Durum would be 

$1.50 and $2.50 per bushel respectively, basis in 

store Fort William, Port Arthur or Vancouver. 

(House of Commons Debates, p-11273 P.C. 1962-247, 248, 285). 


March 5 Extend Farm Improvement Loans Acte- Finance Minister 
Fleming introduced a resolution in the Commons to 


extend the provisions of Farm Improvement Loans Act 
for an additional three-year period after the previous 
period ended)on June: 305:L9G2s) «The dimit)on guaranteed 
loans to be made during the new loan period would be 
$400 million, unchanged from the previous limit. 


In introducing the resolution, the Minister briefly 
reviewed activities under this legislation. The act 

came into force in 1945 and was given a life of three 
yearse Subsequently it was extended in 1948 and further 
extensionswere made in 1951, 1953, 1956 and most recently 
in 1959. Thescurrent/lending’ peried, which was the sixth 
since the inception of the act, began an April 1, 1959, 
and wouldrun until June 30, 1962. The maximum on the 
total principal amount of loans eligible for the ten 

per cent guarantee was Originally set at $250 million 

and was increased to $300 million in 1953 and to $400 
million in 1961. Originally, the maximum amount which 
might be borrowed by an individual farmer was set at 
$3,000; this amount was increased to $4,000 in 1953, 
t09$54 000 1neih956. ands to. $75 5004im 19595 


March 7 
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The annual report covering the operations under 
the act for the calendar year 1960 showed that 

the total amount of loans reached a record level 
of almost $102 million. There was a further in- 


crease in lending during 1961 and for this 12- 
month period more than 70,000 loans were made 
amounting to slightly over $108 million. During 
the current lending period beginning April, 1959 
to the end of 1961, over 198,000 loans were made 
amounting to almost $294 million. This was approx- 
imately $55 million, or 23 per cent, higher than 
the amount borrowed during the whole of the pre- 
ceding lending period from April, 1956 to March, 
1959. (House of Commons Debates, p.1504). 


Agricultural Tariff Changese- The Minister of 
Finance announced the results of tariff negotiations 


conducted between the United States and Canada during 
the GATT tariff conference which began in Geneva in 
September 1960. The results of Canada's bilateral 
negotiations with countries other than the United 
States, some of which were not yet concluded, would 
be announced at a later date. The tariff schedules 
setting forth concessions received and granted by 
Canada in the Canada-U.S-A- negotiations would 

enter into force 30 days after notification between 
the two countries. or at a date to be agreed upon. 

The reductions in United States rates would be made 
in two annual stages.- In addition to the agreement 
with Canada, the United States entered into similar 
agreements with several other GATT member countries. 
Because these latter agreements included products 
which Canada also exported, indirect benefits of very 
considerable significance would accrue to Canada be- 
cause the rate reductions would also be extended to 
Canada under the Most-Favored-Nation principle of 

the GATT. All of the concessions granted by the 
U.-SeAs provided for reductions in rates. The Canadian 
concessions included in some instances reductions in 
rates and in other the binding of present rates 
against increase. 


The. main agricultural products on which Canada granted 
tariff reductions were as follows: on bread, from 
15-20 per cent to 7g per cent; on hay, from $1.06 
to 60 cents per tons; on grapefruit. juice, from ten 
per cent to 7s per cent; and on pecan nuts, from 
one cent per pound to Free. Among field seeds the 
duties..on nine varieties-(blue. grass; brome grass; 
Chewing's fescue, meadow fescue, orchard grass, 
red fescue, rye grass, tall oat grass and wheat 
grass) were changed to a specific rate from an 

ad valorem basis; in most instances the specific 


Maerctr ¥7 


March 12 


March 12 


er 


rates would be identical with the duties that 
would apply in the United States following the 
negotiations. 


Agricultural products on which concessions were 
received by Canada from the U.S.A. included sun- 
flower seed and sunflower and rapeseed oil, linseed 
Ollcake and meal, flaxseed screenings, blueberries 
(fresh, frozen and preserved), edible offal, grass 
and forage seeds, soybeans certified seed, hay, 
fruit trees, tree and shrub seeds, dog food, certain 
dyed and dressed furs, cedar leaf oil and vinegar. 
(Department of Finance Release). 


Canadian Wheat Board Acte- Bill C-75, an Act to 
amend the Canadian Wheat Board Act was given first 
reading in the House of Commons. 


Under the amendment rapeseed was included as a grain 
for the purpose of the Act, and the provisions of 

the Act relating to annual pool periods, the regulation 
of interprovineval and export’ trade in wheat ‘by the 
Board, and the Board's control of grain deliveries 
into elevators and railway cars was extended from 

the previous time limit of August 1, 1962 to August 

1, 1967. (House of Commons Debates, p-1561). 


Cattle Price Support.- The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board announced that the ten-year base price for cattle 
for the period 1952-1961 had been determined to be 
$21.55 per hundredweight for Good quality steers, live 
weight, Toronto. 


The required minimum support level for cattle as one 

of the nine mandatory commodities under the Agricultural 
Stabilization Act was 80 per cent of the base price. 
Support at this level would be continued for the year 
April 1,91962 to March 31, 1963 and in this case the 
price amounted to $17.25 per hundredweight. 


The 80 per cent support: level for cattle, basis 
Toronto, far cthey previous year -had been $18.05 per 
hundredweight, while the actual average price paid 
for Good steers on the Toronto market was $22.75. 
(Department of Agriculture Release). 


International Wheat Agreement.- A new three-year 
international wheat agreement similar in structure 


to the 1959 agreement ending July 31, 1962 would 

come into force August 1, subject to ratification 

by the governments concerned. The agreement came as 
the result of six weeks of negotiations at the United 
Nations wheat conference in Geneva which was attended 
by representatives of nearly 60 countries, including 
the U.S.S-R. 


ie 


The new price range raised the minimum price per 
bushel in U.S. dollars, for No. 1 Northern in 

store Fort William/Port Arthur and Vancouver from 
$1.50 to $1.625 and the maximum from $1.90 to 
$2.025- At the current rate,of exchange this price 
range in Canadian dollars was $1.7ls minimum and 
$2.13 5/8 maximum. 


Under the new agreement each member importing 
country agreed to purchase from member exporting 
countries a specified percentage (larger than under 
the previous agreement) of its total commercial 
purchases of wheat and the exporting countries 
agreed to supply all the commercial requirements of 
the importing countries as long as prices were lower 
than the maximum price. If prices reached or exceeded 
the maximum, member exporting countries agreed to 
supply member importing countries with a definite 
quantity of wheat based on their average purchases 
over atrecent ‘penhoduot years batarprice notrgreater 
than the maximum. 


The agreement also continued to provide for an annual 
review of the world wheat situation. 


Safeguards for the commercial marketings of the 
exporting countries were strengthened by means of 

more precise definitions of what constituted commercial 
and concessional sales.s .(House+.of)Commons-Debeates. 

pp- 1684-86). 


~ 


March 15 Acreage Payments to Western Producers.- With the 1961 
federal acreage payment program winding up, officials 


disclosed that 221,181 payments had been made to 
western grain producers for ‘a value of $39,842,356. 
Only a few cases remained to be dealt with, according 
to the Canadian Wheat Board, the paying agente Average 
amount per farmer was $180. 


Payments were based on $l per acre, up to a maximum 

of 200 acres. Eligible were grain producers who held 
1961-62 Wheat Board permits and who were permanently 
resident in Canada. Saskatchewan farmers received 
$19,408,268; Manitoba $7,063,526; Alberta $13,080,102; 
and British Columbia $290,460. 


Acreage payments were made on a similar basis in 1958 and 
again in 1960. (Department of Agriculture Release; P.C. 


March 15 Durum Quota.- The open delivery quota on Durum which was 
previously declared on November 13, 1961, was extended 
for the balance of the crop year. (Canadian Wheat Board 
Instructions to the Trade re Quotas (Stations) Now 61s) 


March 16 Sheep Imports from U.-K.- Sheep from the United Kingdom 
could not be imported ints Canada. A Ministerial Order 
made in October 1954 under the provisions of the Animal 
Contagious Diseases Act prohibiting such important be- 
cause of scrapie was revoked. (Ministerial Order). 


March 22 


March 23 
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Dairy Support Policy.- The Hon. Douglas S. Harkness, 
Acting Minister of Agriculture announced that the 


Agricultural Stabilization Board would drop the buying 
and selling of butter from 64 to 52 cents a pound 
effective May 1. While the selling price would be 
lowered by 12 cents a pound returns to producers would 
be maintained at the present 64 cent support level by 
means Of a compensatory payment of 12 cents a pound. 
The Stabilization Board would also make necessary 
compensatory payments to producers of manufacturing 
milk and cream. As a result of the new policy the 
retail price of butter was expected to be between 

56 and .59 cents a pound. 


The price at which the Stabilization Board would buy 
cheese would be set in relation to the 52 cents 
purchase price for butter. Cheese milk shippers would 
receive the same compensatory payment as was to be 
made to those supplying milk for butter manufacture. 


The revised purchase prices for butter and cheese, 

plus the compensatory payments, would provide the 

same measure Of support to producers supplying milk 

for butter and cheese production as was provided under 
the old support programe The compensatory payment 
would be in addition to the 25 cents per hundred pounds 
subsidy already paid to shippers of manufacturing milk. 
It would not be paid on milk used in the fluid milk 
market, nor on surplus milk from producers shipping 

to the fluid milk market. 


The pricing of fluid milk and any control of surplus 
production in this segment of the industry lay within 
local jurisdiction in each province, Mr. Harkness 
explained. 


Milk used for the production of concentrated milk 
products would continue to receive the subsidy of 

25 cents per hundred pounds, but would not be eligible 
for the additional compensatory payments. 


The Stabilization Board would hold discussions with 
producer and industry representatives with respect to 
detalls of the new program, including arrangements 
for the price transition. Details would be announced 
following these talks. /Department of Agriculture 
Release/ 


Farm Improvement Loans Acte- Bill] No. C=73) to: amend 
the Farm Improvement Loans Act was given Royal Assent. 


{House of Commons Debates p-2153/ 
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March 26 Veterans Land Act Amended.- Bill No. C-80 to amend 
the Veterans Land Act was introduced in the House 
of Commons and given first reading. Provisions of 
the bill included: 


Extension of the deadline by which veterans must be 
qualified to participate in the benefits of the Act 
from September 30, 1962 to October 31, 1968. 


Broadening of Part III of the Act to provide farm 
improvement loans to full-time farming veterans 
settled on small family farms. The maximum loan 
will be the lesser of $6,000 or $12,000 less the 
outstanding amount of any loan previously advanced 
under the Act.e Such loans will be repayable over 
30 years at five per cent interest. 


Extension of the maximum repayment period to 30 
years for all repayable contracts made under the 
Act. 


An increase in the types of farm-related debts for 
which Part III loans may be obtained by full-t_me 
farming veterans. 


Increasing the number of uses to which the Director 
may put the proceeds from the sale or lease of sub- 
surface rights in land, or from the sale of improve- 
ments to land made by a veteran without cost to the 
Director to include buying livestock for a veteran 
setting up a basic herds; buying farm equipment 
necessary for the economic operation of a veteran's 
farms; and to pay debts incurred by a veteran for any 
purposes under the section. 


Permitting the Director to release to part-time 
farmers who have a Part III loan any property which 
was surplus to the security required at the time the 
loan was made. Formerly this provision was available 
only to full-time farming veterans. 


Increasing from $10,000 to $12,000 the maximum 
financial assistance to a veteran for construction 

of his own house under Part IIe The minimum security 
required for this assistance is increased by $200 to 
$1,000. 


Part III loans may now be made to part-time farming 
veterans who are already settled and not just at the 
time of settlement. A reduction was also made for 
One-third to one-quarter in the percentage amount 
which a veteran must contribute for a loan under this 
sectione An increase from $3,000 to $4,800 was made 
in the maximum loan available to a part-time veteran 


meh ck 


farmer under this Part. The maximum repayment 
period for such loans has been increased from 
25 to 30 years. (House of Commons Debates, pp. 
2169-75 and 2184-86). 


March 27 Freight Assistance for Seed Oats.- Federal 


‘assistance would be offered in the freight cost 

of moving seed oats to areas in Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan that were without adequate supplies 
because OT Une previous year’s crop condition.e, 

the Hon. Douglas S. Harkness, Acting Minister of 
Agriculture announced. Mr. Harkness said the 
federal government would share equally with the 
provinces the cost of freight assistance. Total 
federal-provincial contribution would be limited 

LOY ay Maximum Of iD, perm cent. of,ithe total freight 
costs to a maximum of $12 a ton. Distance involved 
had to be 25 miles or more. Mr. Harkness estimated 
that the federal share in the program would be 
about $225,000. (Department of Agriculture Release). 


March 27 Final Wheat Payment.- The Canadian Wheat Board closed 
out the 1960-61 wheat pool account and the average 
final payment to producers amounted to 31.843 cents 
per bushel, up from 12.00 cents the previous year 
and largest in the history of the Board's operations. 


Producers delivered 392.8 million bushels to the 
1960-61 pool and at its close February 28 there was 
a surplus of $165,500,284 including the interim pay- 
ment of $39,282,601 to producers in November. 


Final payment on No. 1 Manitoba Northern would be 
29-13 cents which in addition to the initial payment 
of $1.40 and an interim payment of ten cents brought 
the total payment for this grade to $1.7913. 


Final payments for the other principal grades delivered 
towthe U7OCTo) poGl were 2s Tollows: Nos. 2, 3 and 4 
Manitoba Northern 29.924, 32.292 and 34.174 cents 
respectively; Nos. 5 and 6 wheat 44.347 and 49.450 cents 
respectively and feed wheat 53.069 cents. Final pay- 
ment on durum ranged from 41.155 cents for No. 1 C.W. 
Amber to 49.450 for No. 6 C.W. Amber. (Department of 
Agriculture Release; P.C. 1962-414). 


March 27 and 28 Canada Grain Act Amended.- Senate Bill 19 to amend the 
Canada Grain Act re mustard seed and rapeseed was 
passed by the Senate on March 28. Statutory grades 
were established for domestic mustard seed which at 
the time was only on a commercial or non-statutory 
grade basis. 


April 3 
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The statutory grades for rapeseed were redefined 
to provide three new statutory grades Nos. l, 

2 and 3 Canada Rapeseed to replace the system of 
two statutory and two commercial ornon-statuiory 
gradese In addition, minimum grade weights were 
set up and more complete definitions for standards 
of quality and cleanness were provided. (Debates 
of the Senate, pp-.355-400, 405) 


Special Value for Duty on Seed Potatoes Removed. 
A value for duty of $2.78 per hundred pounds on 


potatoes imported into Western Canada which was 
imposed in August 1961 was removed effective April 

3 on seed potatoes only. This was expected to relieve 
a shortage of seed potatoes in Manitoba brought about 
by low crop yields in 1961. (Department of National 
Revenue Memorandum D46-9). 


Ganadian Wheat’ Board Act.=-.: Bill C-75 to amend the 
Canadian Wheat Board Act was given Royal Assent. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.2541). 


Dairy Policy Changes-- Agriculture Minister Hamilton 
announced that in the light of discussions with the 
dairy industry and provincial authorities the govern- 
ment's new dairy support policy, announced March 22, 
would be temporarily modified so that most of the 
1961-62 support program would be retained until April 
GOs *kIoS 


Butter would be sold by the Stabilization Board at the 
new 52 cents a pound level but the purchase price 

would remain at 64 cents, rather than 52 cents with 

a compensatory payment for the difference. The 

cheese support price and the compensatory payment on 
milk for manufacturing would also remain at the present 
bevel. 


The main purpose of the government's modification of 
the new policy was to give fluid milk operators a year 
of grace before compensatory payments on their surplus 
milk were removed. 


In the meantime the main dairy provinces, Ontario and 
Quebec would endeavor to set up integrated milk market- 
ing plans, in an effort to give producers a greater 
Opportunity to solve their marketing problems themselves. 
(Department of Agriculture Release, House of Commons 
Debates p.2606). 


Freight Assistance on Corne- The government authorized 
a temporary subsidy of $5.00 per ton on corn shipped 


April 10 


April 10 
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to the Atlantic Provinces by railorboat, Agriculture 
Minister Alvin Hamilton announced. 


He said that the regular freight assistance policy 
applied on western grain shipped to the area, but 


that the 1961 drought resulted in limited quantities 
of high energy grains being available from the west. 


Ontario and Quebec had used corn as a substitute and 
this assistance would permit its use in the Atlantic 
Provinces. 


The Minister said the program would help to sustain 

the livestock and poultry industry until harvest when 
supplies normally would be available for movement under 
the national freight assistance policy on western feed 
grains. (Department of Agriculture Release). 


Agriculture in the Budget.- Finance Minister Fleming 
brought down the 1962-63 budget. In his review of the 


previous year he noted that the Gross National Product 
rose 2.9 per cent over 1960 although agricultural output 
declined because of the drop in grain output which 

more than offset increases in the remainder of the 
agricultural sector. 


Accrued net income of farm operators for the fourth 
quarter of 1961 was at a seasonally adjusted annual 
rate of $936 million as compared to $1,252 million for 
the corresponding period in 1960. 


There were no changes in the customs tariff relating 

to agricultural products. Baler twine for all uses and 
drums or cans for honey were placed on the exempted list 
under the Excise Tax Act and hay stack forms and stack 
heaters for orchards were added to the farm equipment 
exempt from customs duty. (House of Commons Debates 
Budget Papers, pp-6-9). 


Farm Credit Extension - Alberta-e- Grazing leases held 

by AlbertadPrenchersscouldiimprovertheir chances of 
Obtaining loans from the Farm Credit Corporation, 
Agriculture Minister Alvin Hamilton announced. A change 

in the Farm Credit regulations (P.C. 1961-1157) recognized 
the enhanced value of a ranch whose Operator held a grazing 
lease on public lands. 


A recent agreement with the Alberta Minister of Lands 
and Forests allowed the Corporation to take account 

of this in considering applications from ranchers for 
long-term credit. The agreement gave assurance that 

the lease would be available during the active life 

of the Corporation's loan. A similar agreement concluded 
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with the Minister of Municipal Affairs for the 
province covered grazing leases on lands in the 
Special Areas of Alberta. 


This move followed the previous year's study of 
lease arrangements between ranchers and western 
provinces for the use of grazing lands. 


The changes went into effect immediately. 


The Farm Credit Corporation felt this development 
would be of particular interest to farmers Operat- 
ing in areas adjacent to provincial grazing lands. 
It was similar to arrangements completed the pre- 
vous fall between the Corporation and the British 
Columbia Department of Lands and Forests. 
(Department of Agriculture Release). 


April 12 Grain Delivery Quotas Liftede- Agriculture Minister 


Hamilton informed the House of Commons that for the 
firsttime since, 1951, all grain, delivery points in 
Western Canada had been placed On an Open quota 
basis. 


Producers’ delivery quotas were introduced by the 
Canadian Wheat Board in 1940 to ration limited 
elevator.space., These were.usually set at the 
beginning of the crop year and adjusted upwards 
as shipments made space available. 


Until 1952, delivery quotas tended to advance 
rapidly,.during each crop year, so that all points 
were On Open quota well before the end of the year. 
However, since 1952's big harvest, delivery quotas 
had. been, in, effect until, the end Of the, crop year. 


The new Open quota was the result of a short 1961 
grain crop and heavy world sales of Canadian wheat. 
(Department of Agriculture Release). 


April 17 Fodder Transportation Assistancee- The federal 
government authorized extension of the emergency 


policy on fodder transportation in the Prairie 
Provinces until April 30, Agriculture Minister 
Alvin Hamilton announced. 


He said that due to the continued shortage of fodder 
in the west and the poor road conditions in the 
previous two months, there was still the need 

for fodder movement to sustain livestock in the ‘area. 


This was a joint federal-provincial program instituted 
the previous summer, in which the federal government 
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paid 50 per cent of the transportation charges on 
fodder shipments. Each Prairie Province had a 
policy which expired on March 31 and which now 
could be extended to April 30. (Department of 
Agriculture Release). 


Royal Assent.- Bill No. C-80 to amend the 
Veterans' Land Act and Senate Bill 19 to amend 
the Canada Grain Act were given Royal Assent. 
(House of Commons Debates, p.3125). 


Parliament Dissolved.- The Prime Minister announced 
the dissolution of the twenty-fourth parliament. 

The election date weeiiset for Junesise.' (Canada 
Gazette Part I, April 28, p-1660). 


B.C. Broiler Marketing Powers Extended.- The B.C. 
Broiler Marketing Board established in December 


1961 under the province's Natural Products Market- 
ing Act for the regulation of broiler chicken market- 
ing within the province was granted an extension of 
this authority to interprovincial and export trade 
under the federal Agricultural Products Marketing 
AGte CPA Oe 1962-568). 


Cheese Price Support Increased.= Agriculture 
Minister Hamilton announced that the price support 


for cheese wouldbe 32s cents a pound, basis Montreal 
and Belleville for the new dairy year beginning May l. 
This was an increase of one-half a cent for Ontario 
cheese and one cent for Quebec cheese at Montreal. 
Quebec-made cheese would also be purchased at 
approved points other than in Montreal at an appro- 
priate price differential. 


The support° policy for butter andmilk for manu- 
facturing would be on the basis announced by the 
Minister on April 9. (Department of Agriculture 
Release, P.-C. 1962-624, 625 and 626). 


Value for Duty on Potatoes Removed.- A value for 
duty of $2.78 per hundred pounds on potatoes imported 


into Western Canada which was imposed in August 1961 
and later removed on seed potatoes was rescinded 
efféctivevAor il) 30; 8b96z2 “(Departriehnt of National 
Revenue Memorandum D46-9). 


Tobacco Marketing Agreement.- Ontario.- The 
federal government would enter an agreement pursuant 


to the Agricultural Products Co-operative Marketing 
Act with the Ontario Flue-Cured Tobacco Growers' 
Marketing Board, for the marketing of flue-cured 
tobacco produced in the Province of Ontario during 
the year 1961. (P.-C. 1962-623). 
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May l ARDA Program.- Agriculture Minister Alvin Hamilton 
announced that more than $100,000,000 might be spent in 
Canada in an integrated program of rural development over 
the next three years. He made this prediction in announc- 
ing that the federal government, subject to parliamentary 
approval, would make available $50,000,000 under the 
Agricultural Rehabilitation and Development Act between 
June! ls d962sand4March G1,/1965e+. Balance of the total 
would come from provincial and local contributions. 


A draft general agreement would be sent immediately to 

all provinces. It designated the projects that would 
qualify for federal assistance under ARDA, the share of 
federal contributions, and the amount of the total Ottawa 
aid that would be allocated to the provinces. The Minister 
said negotiations on specific projects and programs proposed 
by the provinces would get under way within the next few 
weeks. It was expected that work on a number of programs 
would be started in the summer. 


Basic aim of the Act was to meet the problems of agricultural 
and rural economic adjustment, and, by an integrated approach 
to rural development, assist in increasing the productivity, 
incomes and Opportunities of people in rural areas of Canada. 
Discussions had been held with all the provinces during the 
previous three months. Out of these talks emerged the 
initial federal policies to put the program into effect. 


Many projects and programs qualified for federal contributions 
and participation, among thems 


l. Projects for the alternative use of marginal lands 
unsuitable and uneconomic for cultivation, including pro- 
jects for assistance in establishing these lands for 
pastures, tree production and recreational and wildlife 
USES. 


2. Projects for soil and water conservation aimed at main- 
taining and increasing efficient productivity on good 
agricultural lands, and at making the best use of water 
supplies. 


3. Rural development projects to increase income and 
employment Opportunities in rural areas and to assist in 
increasing standards of living in those areas. 


4. Research projects designed to help determine the most 
productive use of rural resources. (Department of Agriculture 
Release). 


May l Agricultural Economic Research Council.- An Independent 


Agricultural Economic Research Council would be established 
in Canada during the year Agricultural Minister Alvin Hamilton 
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announcede He said support for the Council had been 

assured from the federal and provincial governments, farm 
organizations, co-operatives and industries associated 

with agriculture. A 17-man Continuing Committee asked the 
parties involved to name their representatives to a pro- 
visional Board of Governors by May 3l- This Board would 
consider the constitution proposed by the Continuing Committee 
and it was expected that a charter would be obtained later 

in the year. 


Mr.- Hamilton said an annual minimum objective of $150,000 
was being sought to finance the Council over a five-year 
trial period, with the federal government contributing 
One-third, provincial governments one-third, and non- 
governmental organizations the balance. Ottawa, he said, 
had already indicated it agreed with the plans and had 
authorized, subject to parliamentary approval, an annual 
grant of $50,000 which would be subject to renewal at 

the end of the five-year period. The Minister stated that 
he had been informed that a number of provinces had also 
arranged for their contributions. 


Proposal for the Independent Agricultural Economic Research 
Council emerged from a Winnipeg conference initiated by 

the Hon. George Hutton, Minister of Agriculture for Manitoba, 
anoVnelotin Aprils 19Ol unger the chairmanship of Drs J.R- 
Weir, Dean of the Faculty of Agricultural Economics at the 
University of Manitoba. The Continuing Committee was 
appointed at that time to prepare an organizational and 
financial structure for the research council. 


Mre Hamilton said that for some time various interests 
associated with the development of agricultural policies 
had felt the need for more extensive economic studies and 
research on the fundamental problems in relation to future 
developments of Canadian agriculture. 


He stressed the “independent™ character of the Council 
whose studies, he felt, would be of considerable value 
to the Government of Canada as well as to the provinces 
and particularly to farm organizations and other groups 
associated with agriculture. (Department of Agriculture 
Release). 


Food Research Institute.- In an effort to intensify basic 
food research in Canada, the federal Department of Agriculture 
established a new Food Research Institute within its Research 
Branch, Agriculture Minister Alvin Hamilton announced. The 
Minister said the Institute would provide basic research 

that would benefit producers, processors and consumers. 

He said that in addition to developing new principles in 

food processing and preservation, stress would be placed 

on the introduction of new food items giving better markets 
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for agricultural products. 


A Director would be named shortly to head up the new 
research groupe Staff would include 17 research officers, 
20. technicians and assistants, five administrative and 
clerical employees. Certain groups already in existence 
would become a part of the new organization. These 
included the Dairy Technology Research Institute and the 
Food Processing and Storage Section of the Plant Research 
Institute. 


The Institute's terms of reference were: 


l. To develop new principles in food processing and 
preservation and new types of processed agricultural 
products with attention to their effect on the nutritional 
value of foods. 


2. Conduct basic research on the characteristics of plant 
and animal products affecting food quality - for example, 
flavor, texture, color, odor, tenderness and purity. 


3- To investigate the physical, chemical and biological 
changes resulting from the storage and processing of plant 
and animal products (Department of Agriculture Release). 


Wheat Price Increase-e- Agriculture Minister Alvin Hamilton 
announced that consequent on the announcement of a fixed 

rate fom the Ganadian,, dol Lan.at.92> .cents,.in terms..of.the 
United States dollar, the Canadian Wheat Board had increased 
the price for all grades of wheat by six cents a bushel. 


The new rate would also affect the minimum and maximum 
prices to be paid for wheat under the International Wheat 
Agreement in terms of the Canadian dollar. The price 
range of the new International Wheat Agreement, effective 
August 1, 1962, was $1.62 minimum and $2.025 maximum, 

in U.S. dollars, for Noe 1 Northern Wheat instore Fort 
William/Port Arthur. At the new fixed rate for the 
Canadian dollar, the price range in Canadian dollars 
would be approximately $1.75 5/8 minimum and $2.19 
maximume 


Mre Hamilton emphasized that the increase in wheat prices 
should not result in any increase in the price of bread 
to Canadians» .A rise in the cost.of.wheat of six cents 
per bushel could not be held responsible for an increase 
of more than 1/10 of a cent in the production costs of 

a loaf of bread. (Department of Agriculture Release). 


Skim Milk Powder Purchasese- Agriculture Minister 
Hamilton announced that the government would purchase 
skim milk powder during the year for stockpile purposes. 
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Quantities to be procured would depend on production 
levels and the general supply situation. 


Mre Hamilton explained that it was desirable that the 
government hold reserve stocks of milk powder for 
emergency relief purposes in Canada and for food assist- 
ance programs abroad - such as the World Food Bank. Stocks 
accumulated by the Stabilization Board in 1957 and 1958, 
when skim milk powder was under price support, were now 
virtually exhausted. Production during the coming summer 
was expected to be sufficiently above normal requirements 
to permit the accumulation of a reasonable reserve stock- 
pile. The Minister cautioned processors against expanding 
production because of the government's intention to pur- 
chase supplies, pointing out that production at the same 
level as last year would be adequate for commercial needs 
and for present government requirements. 


He stressed that the action was not a part of the dairy 
support program under the Agricultural Stabilization Act, 
and that the government was not undertaking to purchase 

at a fixed price all skim milk powder offered to it. He 
added, however, that the purchase of powder should stabilize 
the price of this product and help maintain prices to pro- 
ducers delivering milk. for the manufacture of skim milk 
powder and butter. 


The Agricultural Products Board would be the purchasing 
agent and would invite tenders for the purchase of 

powder at intervals during the season when production was 
at relatively high levels. ‘(Départment “of Agriculture 
Release). 


Cheese "hesalcurrice.- ihe Pederar Agricultural Stabiliz- 
ation Board would offer for ‘resale at "33s cents per 
pound, Canada First Grade cheddar*cheése purchased under 
the support orogram at O25 Cents « 


Agriculture Minister Alvin Hamilton said this policy of 
offering for resale at one cent*more than the support 
price was followed in 1961 and would be continued in 1962. 


The Board would support the price of cheese at 325 cents 
per pound” basis Montreal” and Belleville for the current 
dairy support year. Resale price’ tothe trade would be 
335 cents at storage point, for cheese purchased after 
May 1, 1962. (Department of Agriculture Release). 


Ontario Cheese Marketing Levy Extended.- The Ontario 
Cheese Producers' Marketing Board which regulated the 
marketing of Ontario produced cheese within the province 
and in interprovincial and export trade and which under 
the Agricultural Products Marketing Act had had the 
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authority to collect a levy of 9/10 cent per pound on 
marketings since 1957, was given an extension of this 
authority to April 30, 1963. Proceeds of the levy were 
used for payment of expenses and losses and equalization 
of returns to producers. (P.-C. 1962-664). 


May 14 Honey Deficiency Payment.- The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board would make a deficiency payment of one cent per 
pound on graded extracted honey sold by eligible producers 
through approved channels during the 12 months ended June 
30,.196l. The Stabilization Board had established that 
the average price received by producers for White No. 1 
grade extracted honey in the marketing year July 1, 1960 - 
JuinecBo,, L90l ewes 12s Cenve.  Nipcort price ai tiie 
period was 13s cents per pound. 


Payment would be made on claims received for honey de- 
livered to plants registered under the Canada Fruit, 
Vegetable and Honey Act, and also on honey delivered to 
plants not registered under the Act but which could 
qualify to claim deficiency payments for their patrons. 
Claims could also be made by producers packing and grading 
their own honey and selling a minimum of 1,000 pounds to 
retail, wholesale and industrial outlets. (Department of 
Agriculture Release). 


May 15 Manitoba 1962 Crop Insurance Rates Set.- Crop Insurance 
premium rates to be used in 1962 by the Manitoba Crop 


Insurance Corporation had been approved, Agriculture 
Minister Alvin Hamilton announced. 


He pointed out that Manitoba was the first province to 
enter into an agreement with the federal government after 
the Crop Insurance Act was passed in 1959. Manitoba 
Operated a test area scheme in 1960 and again in 1961. 
The 1962 premium rates and coverage were based on long 
term average yields and also took into consideration 

soil types in each insurance area. 


Under the Manitoba scheme, insurance was provided for 

wheat, .@ats, barley, flax and sugar beet crops. In 

1961, 3,675 farmers in the provinces purchased $6,700,000 of 
insurance coverage and paid $450,000 in premiums. Total 
indemnities paid to farmers amounted to $1,588,000. 


The Crop Insurance Act enabled the federal government to 
assist any acceptable provincial insurance scheme by 
contributing an amount equal to half the administration 
costs, and 20 per cent of the premiums paid. (Department 
of Agriculture Release). 


May 17 Crop Insurance for P.E.1].- Prince Edward Island became 
the third province after Manitoba and Saskatchewan to 
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enter into a crop insurance scheme in conjunction with 
the federal government. 


Following provincial legislation passed in March, 1961, 
the province took steps to insure the 1962 potato 
harvest, this product being its largest. cash crop. 

More than 8,000 growers customarily planted a total 
exceeding 40,000 acres each year and a large export 
trade in seed and table potatoes had been developed. 


Insurance coverage was based on the value of 60 per 
cent of the average yield for the previous ten years, 
this figure being established at approximately $1.09 
per bushel. Maximum coverage offered would be for a 
yield,of, d45 .bushels pers.acre*or $158 per: acre. 


epremium Rete madpibeen jee at 3.97> per cent of coverage, 


which worked oul at.$6.25 per acre. Of this amount 

the farmer would pay $5 and the remaining $1.25 

would be advanced by the province, to be recovera 

later from Ottawa. The Federal Department of Agriculture 
also would pay half of the administrative costs of the 
scheme. 


Only farmers planting three or more acres would be 
eligible to participate in the insurance scheme. 


The agreement was signed on May 31. (Department of 
Agriculture Release). 


Lamb Price Support.- A deficiency payment system of 
lamb price support would go into effect July 1 replacing 


the current offer to purchase program, Agriculture 
Minister Alvin Hamilton announced. 


He said that for the nine-month period July 1 to March 
Bilin LOG 3a pthe thorkculturel Stabilization Board had 

been authorized to support the price of lambs by a 
deficiency payment programe I1t would provide a national 
average price to producers of $18.80 per hundredweight, 
basis live weight, for lambs of Good quality or better. 
This was 92 per cent of the national base price and the 
equivalent of $20.45 per hundredweight, basis live 
weight Toronto. 


The offer to purchase program, ending June 30, also 
supported the price of lambs at $20.45 per hundredweight, 
basis live weight Toronto, or 92 per cent of the base 
pricee The preceding year's program which ended March 
31,1962 supported the price @t $19.35). per cwt.\,, Toronto, 
or 82 per cent of the base price, with appropriate 
differentials for other markets. 
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Mre Hamilton said the change from an offer to 
purchase method of support to the deficiency 
payment method had met with the approval of 
producers and producer organizations. 


He added that the new plan would result in a 
greater proportion of Canadian lambs being 
marketed as fresh lamb rather than frozen 
lambs Consumers would benefit, he explained, 
since they would be able to obtain a better 
product over 4a longer ‘period. 


During the nine months from July 1, 1962 to 
March 31, 1963, if the national average price 

at which lambs were sold by producers was less 
than the national support price of $18.80, the 
Agricultural Stabilization Board would make a 
payment to producers of the amount by which 

the national average market price was less than 
the national support price. The deficiency pay- 
ment would apply on CHOICE and GOOD grade lambs 
in the 36 to 56 pound carcass weight range. 


Mre Hamilton also announced that to stimulate 
further the production of high quality lambs and 
at the same time increase producers’ returns, the 
government had extended the quality premium pay- 
ments to include CHOICE and GOOD grade lambs in 
the «52 to 56 pound carcass weight range. Pre- 
viously quality premiums were only paid on CHOICE 
and GOOD grade lambs in the 36 to 51 pound carcass 
weight range. (Department of Agriculture Release; 
P.C. 1962-748) 


uality Premiums on Lambse= The regulations re- 
garding the payment of quality premiums on lambs 
were changed effective July 1, 1962, to include 
Canada choice Class 2 at $2 per carcass, and Canada 
good, Class 2 at $l per carcass. Previously pay- 
ments were made only on carcasses grading Canada 
choice Class 1 and Canada goody Class 1 at $2 and 
$l respectively. (PsC2*1962-749). 


Wool Price Support.- The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board would support the price of wool for the period 
April 1, 1962 to March 31, 1963 at 60 cents per pound 
which was approximately 133 per cent of the established 
ten-year average base price of 45 cents per pound. 
Support would be on the deficiency payment method 

and would apply on all grades of wool from sheep 
except Rejects, delivered to registered warehouses 

in Canada during the period. The deficiency payment 
would be calculated on the amount by which the average 
market price to producers f.o.b. Toronto, of the total 
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wool grading Western Range Choice 58/60's, 1/2 
blood staple, and Eastern Domestic, 48/50's 1/4 blood 
staple, ,was. less than 60 cents per pound. (PG. 


1962-757) 
May 24 Grant to Assist Marketing of Cherries.- Federal 


funds would be granted to the Red Cherry Institute 
to help it market stocks arising from the record 
1961 pack of frozen and canned cherries, Agriculture 
Minister Alvin Hamilton announced. 


The Institute, a promoter of the sale of processed 
cherries from grower and processor contributions, had 
already spent some $7,000 on its 1961-62 campaign. 

If stocks were to be reduced to manageable proportions 
before the ‘start of the 1962 pack, a spurt in sales 
would have to be made. 


Mre Hamilton said he had been told the Institute had 
only $3,000 left to finance its sales promotion and 

that he had recommended it be given a grant not to 
exceed $6,500 provided that a sales program be continued 
until September 15. 


The previous year's red cherry crop in Ontario was large 
and the pack exceeded 24 million pounds, of which about 

ten million was frozen and the remainder canned. lotal 

production in 1959 and 1960 was about 11 million pounds 

and in 1958 the crop was 15 million pounds. 


The sale of domestic frozen cherries had suffered from 
competition from the United States which also had a 

heavier than usual pack in 1961. Caradian stocks of frozen 
cherries on March 1 at 6-8 million pounds compared with 

two million in 19613; and stocks of canned cherries on 
February 1 were 7-2 million pounds compared with 3-2 
million in the previous year. 


Mre Hamilton recalled that his department had given 
similar assistance to the Institute on a cost-sharing 
basis in 1958 to the amount of $7,500. (Department 
ef Adpiicul ture Release). 


June 4 Ontario Wheat Marketing Levy Extended.- The Ontario 
Wheat Producers! Marketing Board, regulator of the 


marketing of Ontario-grown wheat within the province 

and in interprovincial and export trade, was granted 

an extension to June 30, 1963 of its authority to 
codiegut. at levy Of Up to-nime=cents a bushel. from per- 
sons engaged in the production or marketing of wheat. 
This authority was originally granted in 1958 under 

the Agricultural Products Marketing Act and the proceeds 
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might be used for such purposes as: creation 
of reserves, payment of expenses and losses or 
equalization of returns toi producers. (Psc. 


1962-803). 
June 6 Saskatchewan Crop Insurance Agreement.- Agriculture 


Minister Alvin Hamilton announced that Saskatchewan 
had signed an agreement for 1962 under the Crop 
Insurance Act and would be reimbursed for premiums 
it paid for coverage in 1961. 


The 1962 federal-provincial insurance program for 
Saskatchewan covered 1,350 farmers for a total liability 
of $2,400,000. Average liability per farm was $1,760 
and the largest policy was for $28,000. Premium, 
including the 20 per cent contributed by the federal 
government, came to $227,000. The average premium 

paid by the farmer was 7s per cent of the coverage 
provided. 


In 1961, Saskatchewan farmers took out insurance on 
a limited test plan, 194 farmers paying a total of 
$26,000 for a coverage of $305,000. Indemnities 

of $130,000 were paid. 


The Saskatchewan Government contributed $6,500 to 

the premium fund at that time. As a continuing agree- 
ment had now been signed between the two governments, 
Ottawa would reimburse the province for the 1961 
premium contribution and would also pay half of the 
administrative costs of the joint insurance Operation. 
(Department of Agriculture Release). 


June 6 Ontario Winter Wheat Prices.= Floor prices for the 
1962 Ontario winter wheat crop were set at $1.65 a 
bushel for Grades 1]’ and 2 (the 1961 price was $1.40) 
and $1.62 for Grade 3 following negotiations between 
the Ontario Wheat Producers! Marketing Board and 
representatives of the milling, cereal and country 
elevator companies. 


The wheat marketing board also announced that, in 

a complete departure from previous negotiations, 

minimum prices for Eastern Canada Grades 4 and 5, and 
Noe 1 and 2 mixed wheat; as well as downgraded wheat 
were established. The floor prices for these categories 
were set at $1.30 a bushel. (Free Press Weekly). 


June 15 Newfoundland Land Development Grant.- Further federal 
aid to land clearing and development in Newfoundland 
was authorized by Cabinet, Agriculture Minister Alvin 
Hamilton announced. 
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He said the province had requested a grant in the 
1962-63 fiscal year towards its program of land 
clearing, breaking of new lands, development of 
boglands and the construction of access lanes. 

Mr. Hamilton had recommended a grant up to $125,000 
provided that the province spend approximately the 
same amount. Similar grants had been made in pre- 
vious years and should be continued in order to 

help raise the standard of living for a considerable 
segment of the population. (Department of Agriculture 
Release). 


Surcharge on Imports.- The Canadian Government, 
effective June 25, 1962, undertook a comprehensive 
program to relieve pressure on the exchange value 

of the Canadian dollar, bring about greater stability 
in the country's international transactions, and 
strengthen foreign exchange reserves. 


One measure under the program consisted of a temporary 
graduated surcharge on certain classes of imports 
which together accounted for about one-half of 
Canada's total imports. The remaining imports, which 
included certain basic foodstuffs, and raw materials, 
industrial components and agriciNtural machinery which 
entered directly into either the costs of Canadian 
production or the cost of living of the average 
Canadian or were highly essential for other reasons, 
were not affected. 


InNeesurchnarce Woo ava raweeor 1S “per cent, pten per cent 
and five per cent on items’ listed under schedules A, 

B and C respectively, provided that the combined sur- 
charge and existing rate of duty did not exceed the 
General Tariff rate. 


Schedule A included non-essential and luxury imports 
such as confectionary foods, fancy meats, tobacco, wine 
and spirits. Schedule B applied largely to consumer 
durable goods, the purchase of which could be deferred 
for some time. Schedule C covered a wide range of 
imports for which there was surplus productive capacity ~ 
in Canada or alternative Canadian products were avail- 
able and included most of the agricultural products 

On which the surcharge was applied. The agricultural 
products in this group comprised such items as live 
animals, fresh and processed meats and other animal 
products, poultry, eggs, dairy products, cocoa, soy- 
beans, cereal foods, grain and grain products, flowers, 
foliage and nursery stock, fresh fruits and vegetables 
(except bananas and citrus fruits and those subject to 
seasonal duties), most processed fruits and vegetables, 
honey, nuts, syrups and vegetable oils. (P.C. 1962-902, 
Department of Finance Press Release). 
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Canada-U.S. Tariff Concessions.-- Finance Minister 
Fleming announced that Canada-U.S. mutual tariff 
concessions made under a March 7 agreement would 

go into effect July 1. The agreement which was 
negotiated during the recent GATT tariff conference 
affected some $128 million worth of goods traded be- 
tween the two countries. Included under the agree- 
ment were such agricultural items as bread, hay, 
grapefruit, juice, pecan nuts and nine varieties 

of field seeds, on which Canada granted concessions, 
and sunflower seed and oil, rapeseed oil, linseed 
Oilcake and meal, flaxseed screenings, edible offal, 
blueberries, grass and forage seeds and hay on which 
Canada received concessions from the U.S. (P.C. 
1962-930). 


B.C. Milk Subsidy.- The fedral 25-cent-per-hundredweight 
subsidy on milk for manufacturing purposes would be 

paid in future on a proportion of the product from 

the three milk pooling areas in British Columbia. 
Payments would be made by the Agricultural Stabilization 
Board under the dairy products support program. Under 
this program the subsidy was paid to milk producers 
delivering milk for manufacturing purposes only and 
those isupplyaing, the Tlurd market! were not .eligible. 


In the three milk pooling areas in British Columbia - 
Vancouver, Vancouver Island and Okanagan-Kamloops - 
the milk received from all producers was used for 
both fluid and manufacturing purposes. In future 

a portion of their milk would be recognized as 
manufacturing milk and be eligible for the subsidy. 


Approximately two-thirds of the milk produced by fluid 
milk producers in other major producing areas in Canada 
was being used for fluid purposes and approximately 
One-third was surplus to actual fluid requirements. 
In, future, in the three pooling areas in British 
Columbia the actual milk used for fluid purposes, 
plus approximately one-third of the total production, 
would not be eligible for assistance. Milk production 
in excess Of this total quantity, however, would be 
considered as manufacturing milk and eligible for 
assistance.» The amount payable to individual producers 
would be dependent upon their fluid quota. This 
arrangement was expected to provide assistance to 
producers in British Columbia on an equitable basis 
with dairy producers in other parts of Canada. 
(Department of Agriculture Release, P.C. 1962- 
948). 
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July ll Cheese Export Grading Changes.- Changes in the 
Canada Dairy Products Regulations which would 


facilitate the export of cheddar cheese to Britain 
were announced by the Canada Department of 
Agriculture. 


Regulations brought in the previous year imposed a 
60-day waiting period between first grading of cheese 
destined for Britain and a re-grading before ship- 
mente. The Department reverted substantially to 

the old regulations which had no such waiting require- 
ment. (Department of Agriculture Release; P.C. 1962- 
984). 


JULY 16 Conclusion.of GATT Tariff Confernence.- The results of 
the negotiations between Canada and the European 
Economic Community at the recent GATT tariff con- 
ference in Geneva were announced. The results of 
negotiations with other countries (Israel, Portugal 
and U.S.A.) had previously been announced in March 
and April. 


The negotiations with the European Economic Community 
concerned the national tariffs of the six member 
countries which were being aligned to the Common 
Market Tariff over a transitional period. As a result 
of these negotiations, Canada obtained assurances with 
respect to its rights of access to the Common Market 
covering nearly $250 million of Canadian trade. The 
concessions would come into effect on a date to be 
announced. 


Tariff concessions were received by Canada on a number 
of agricultural products. The negotiations on wheat, 

the largest single export item from Canada to the EEC, 
resulted in two interim agreements covering so-called 
quality wheat and ordinary wheat. Under these agree- 
ments, the Community and the six member countries under- 
took to negotiate with Canada not later than June 30, 
1963, the terms of access. which,,by virtue of the 

Common Agricultural Policy, would displace the existing 
national regimes. Furthermore, until the putting into 
force of this Policy, the six member countries under- 
took not to intensify or otherwise adversely alter 

the existing.terms.of access for Canadian wheat. In 

the event that imports of Canadian wheat should, as 

a result of this agricultural policy, fall appreciably 
below the datum level specified in the agreements, the 
member states would take steps to rectify the situation. 
Annexed to the agreements was a letter embodying a precise 
definition of quality wheat in terms of grades specified 
in Canadian legislation and regulations thereunder. 

By virtue of these agreements and of the definition of 
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quality wheat, the negotiated settlement was ex- 
pected to cover Canada's normal and traditional 
export of wheat to the territories of the EEC. 


Other concessions in the agricultural sector in- 
cluded bindings by the EEC of free entry for a 
number of oil seeds and oil seed products which 
were Of great significance in view of Canada's 
increasing importance as a source of such products. 
This free entry was bound for flaxseed, soybeans, 
rapeseed, sunflower seed, and oil cake and meal. 

In addition, the duty on crude linseed oil was 
bound at five per cent and on rapeseed, soybean 

and mustard seed oil for industrial use at ten 

per cent. Reductions of the Common Tariff secured 
for other agricultural items of importance in 
Canada's trade with the EEC included those on 
lucern, hybrid clover and brome grass seeds, from 
ten ‘per cent-to five per ‘cent; ‘On timothy seed, 
from ten to eight per cent; on canned fruits, 

from. 20-27 oer cent 0 22 2o pen cents snc ion Imele 
syrup,and suger, from 42 per cent, to .zO.per)y gene 
The duties on apples were bound at rates ranging 
from eight to 14 per cent according to the season 
of shipment; the duty on cheddar cheese in whole 
blocks of a minimum value of U.S.$62 or more per 
190 kg.» was bound at 23 per cent and on seed potatoes 
at ten per cent within an annual quota of 1,000 
metric tons. Duties were also bound against increase 
on: purebred: cattle (free), on horsemeat (16 percent), 
on Offals of animals of the bovine species and of 
swine (20 pen*cent), on dried:apples and pears (ten 
per cent), on dried peas (ten per cent), on tallow 
(two per cent), on raw fur skins (free), and on 
tobacco at 30 per cent with minimum duty of U.S. 
$29, and maximum duty of 42 per cent per 100 net 
kg» (Department of Trade and Commerce Release). 


July 17 Agricultural Economics Research Council.- The 
Agricultural Economics Research Council was 


officially established on July 16 when the Continuing 
Committee of the Council (set up in April 1961 at a 
National Conference on Farm Policy Research held in 
Winnipeg), transferred responsibility to the new 
Board of Governors which took office on that day- 


The Board whose members were appointed by Federal 

and Provincial Governments, farm organizations, 
co-Operatives, business firms and Canadian 
universities would appoint a nine-man Research 
Directorate and be responsible for obtaining con- 
tinuous financial support for the research activities 
of the Council. 


July 18 


July 16s 
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Purpose of the Council would be to initiate and 

pursue a broad program of economic research into 

those matters influencing the welfare of Canadian 
agriculture including the changing nature of 

Canada's rural sector, the close relationship 

between agriculture and the Canadian economy, the 
problems associated with developing areas, and the 
issues surrounding price, credit and marketing policies. 


A broadly based financial arrangement had been 
developed under which the Federal Government, the 

ten Provincial Governments and non-governmental 

groups including farm organizations and business firms 
would each contribute one-third to the Council's 
financese The objective for the first five years 

had been set at $150,000 annually. (Department of 
Agriculture Release). 


Ontario Winter Wheat Support Price»- Winter wheat 
marketed in Ontario between July 1, 1962 and June 


30, 1963, would be supported at $1.39 per bushel 
on track, for No.2 Canada Eastern Grade, or better 
quality. This continued price support at the same 
level as the previous crop year and amounted to 

86 per cent of the base price or ten-year average 
of $1.62 per bushel. 


A deficiency payment would be made if the average 
price received by producers was less than $1.39 
per bushel. (P.-C. 1962-1028). 


soybean Support Price.- The new support price for 
Ontario-grown soybeans would be $2.14 per bushel. 


This applied to Canada No» 2 grade or better quality, 

14 per cent moisture, delivered at elevators in 

Ontario, hromy Julyels, ed 9ozdtouJune 30, 1963.) The 

support level was 100 per cent. of the base price 

or ten-year average. The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board would pay producers the difference by which 

the wavemages price, forsthessupport year fell below $2.14. 
During the support year ended June 30, prices were 

well above the support level,of $2.13 and no deficiency 
payment was made. (P.C. 1962-1029). 


Sunflower Seed Support Pricee- The Agricultural 
Stabilization Board announced that sunflower seed 


would receive price support at the level of 4.22 
cents per pound for the 12 months from August l. 

The support price was 100 per cent of the base 

price or ten-year average for Manitoba and would 
apply to No. 1 Grade, ten per cent moisture, basis 
delivery at the crushing plant. The Board would pay 
producers the difference by which the average price 
for the support year fell below 4.22 cents (P.-C. 
1962-1027) - 


en 


July 18 Honey Support Price.- Support price for honey 
during the period July 1, 1962 to June 30, 1963 


would remain at 13.5 cents per pound. This was 
the same level as for the previous two years. 
The support price was 100 per cent of the base 
price or ten-year average. A deficiency payment 
of one cent per pound was announced on May 14 
for the support year which ended June 30, 1961. 


Under the deficiency payment plan, the Agricultural 
Stabilization Board would pay producers the amount 
by which their average market price for White No. 

l grade extracted honey was less than 13-5 cents 
per pound during the 12-month period. All graded 
extracted honey produced in Canada during the 
period and sold by producers through commercial 
outlets in accordance with conditions established 
by the Board, or delivered to honey packers approved 
by the Board, was eligible for support. (P.C. 
1962-1026). 


August 1 1962 Initial Grain Delivery Quotas.- The Canadian 


Wheat Board announced that ititial quotas on wheat, 
Oats, barley and rye would go into effect at all 
delivery points in Western Canada as of August l 
the beginning of the 1962-63 crop year. 


The quota on durum wheat would be five bushels 

per acre up to a maximum 200 bushels. Flaxseed 

and rapeseed would be on an Open quota. The 

initial quota would be applicable to all permit 
holders regardless of acreage, and would be the 
equivalent of 100 units. Each unit was equal to 
three bushels of wheat, or ten bushels of oats, or 
five bushels of barley or rye. (Free Press Weekly). 


August..1 Initial Grain Paymentse- An initial payment of $1.50 
per bushel for western wheat delivered during the 
1962-63 crop year was announced by Agriculture 
Minister Alvin Hamilton. It was a ten-cent in- 
crease Over that in effect at the beginning of 
the 1961-62 crop year and was the first boost 
since 1949-50. The new figure for wheat was in 
line with the adjusted payment of $1.50 which became 
effective March 1. It applied to No. 1 Northern 
in store at Fort William/Port Arthur or Vancouver. 


Initial payments for oats and barley during the 

1962-63 crop year remained unchanged at 60 cents 

a bushel for oats and 96 cents for barley. The 

initial payment for oats was based on Now 2 CeWe, 

and for barley on Noe 3 C.~W. 6=Row, in both cases 

in store at Fort William/Port Arthur. (P.C. 1962-1100). 
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August 2 Drought Fodder Assistance-e- Agriculture Minister 
Alvin Hamilton announced that the federal govern- 
ment had offered to assist Alberta in a program of 
delivering fodder to drought areas of Alberta and 
also for transporting haying equipment. 


The program would be administered by the Alberta 
Government and the federal government offered to 
share equally with it the transportation costs of 
the fodder and haying equipment. 


This was similar to previous co-operative efforts 
between the federal government and the prairie pro- 
vinces where shortages of feed for livestock resulted 
from prolonged dry weather. Fodder was brought in 

and equipment was transported to areas where hay 
could be harvested. (Department of Agriculture 


Release). 
August 2 Saskatchewan Ram Distribution Policy Announced.- 


The joint federal-provincial policy covering the 
distribution of purebred rams would be in effect 
in Saskatchewan again for 1962 it was announced by 
I.C. Nollet, Saskatchewan Minister of Agriculture. 
This policy was first introduced in 1948 and under 
it approximately 1,500 purebred rams had been dis- 
tributed in the province.since then. It was intro- 
duced to improve the quality and type of sheep 
produced by supplying flock owners with rams of 
approved type and conformation, at a nominal 
price. 


Breeder grade rams would be sold to ram clubs at 
$40 each, commercial grade at $35 each and ram 
lambs at $30 each, with transportation paid to de- 
signated points by the governments. If a flock 
Owner wished to purchase his own ram, the govern- 
ment would pay one-third of the purchase price up 
to a maximum of $20 on a breeder shearling and $15 
On a commercial shearling or ram lambe 


Losses under this policy would be shared equally 
between the federal and provincial departments of 
agriculture. (The Modern Farmer). 


August 8 Corn Import Surcharge RefundedyThe import surcharge 
of five per centmight be refunded on corn classified 


under tariff item 55, included in Schedule C of the 
Surcharge Order, when used for agricultural purposes, 
effective from and after June 25, 1962. 


For the purpose of this order “agricultural purpose" 
was understood by the Department of National Revenue 
as+covering cornaused;for:(a) planting, (b) direct 
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feeding to: poultry or farm animals, and (c) 
production of feeds for poultry or farm animals. 
(PC P1962~1:124)s 


Marketing Agreements Announced.- Federal authority 
was given to two agreements under the Agricultural 


Products Co-operative Marketing Act for the marketing 
of forage crop seed grown during 1962 in Saskatchewan 
and for the marketing of apples for processing in 

Quebec, Agriculture Minister Alvin Hamilton announced. 


Under the forage crop seed agreement, the Saskatchewan 
Forage Crop Growers' Co-operative Marketing Association 
Limited - selling agency for 13 co-operative associations- 
would make an initial payment to producers, market the 
seed, and pay a final payment if one was called for. 

If the final price for the seed amounted to less than 

the initial payment plus Operating costs, the difference 
would be made up by the Federal government. 


Mre Hamilton noted that an agreement with the 
Saskatchewan group had been negotiated each year 
since the federal marketing act went into effect in 
1939. At no time was the. Association required to 
Cldiimviforilosseds 


Under the act,the initial payment was limited to 80 
per cent of the previous three-year average price to 
producers. This year it ranged from about 26 per 
cent for Commercial Meadow Fescue to about 76 per 
cent for Certified Climax Timothy. 


Processing, carrying and selling charges were fixed 

at the same rate as the previous year -= three and 

a half cents per pound for all grades of forage crop 
seeds on a delivered weight basis, or five cents per 
pound on a Cleaned seed basis. 


The agreement for Quebec apples was with the Co-operative 
Monteregienne of Rougemont, whose processed products 
include apple juice, apple sauce, apple pulp and apple 
jelly. An initial payment of 30 cents per bushel 

would be paid producers this year, and under the 
agreement, the federal government would make up the 
difference if the final payment was lower than the 
initial one plus Operating costs. This year*s 30-cent 
figure was about 26 per cent of the previous three- 
year averagee Processing handling, carrying and 
selling costs were fixed at $2.15 per case of processed 
product, the same as applied last year. 


The Co-operative had entered into an agreement each year 
since 1952, with the exception of 1960. During that time, 
no liabilities to the government had resulted. Any 
anticipated final payment was required to receive feceral 
approval before being made. (Department of Agriculture 
Release; P.C. 1962-1199, 1200). 
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Feed Grain Committee.- Appointment of a Feed 
Grain Committee for Eastern Canada to act as 
liaison with the Canadian Wheat Board was 
announced by Agriculture Minister Alvin Hamilton. 


The Committee was established as a means of 

creating better understanding between Western 

grain producers and Eastern feeders, and particularly 
to keep the Wheat Board fully informed of feedgrain 
requirements in Eastern Canada. The Minister ex- 
plained that becuase of the complex machinery 
necessary in the marketing, transportation and storage 
Of grain, it was desirable that arrangments be made 
sO that a group representing Eastern feed 

interests could maintain continuing consultation 

with the Wheat Board. 


The Committee would consist of six members, two 
each from the Atlantic Provinces, Quebec and 
Ontario, with one from each area representing co- 
Operative organizations and one from private trade. 
(Department of Agriculture Release). 


Hog Premium Changese- Agriculture Minister Hamilton 
announced that hog quality premiums paid by the 
Federal Government would be revised effective 
September 4. 


Until.October 4, 1960, the premiums paid to producers 
had been $2 for each Grade A hog and $1 for Grade B. 
The preimum for Grade B was then discontinued, and 
the prémium for Grade A was increased to $3. Under 
the revised program, the premium for Grade A would 
revert to the earlier figure of $2. 


The purpose of the premium was to encourage the pro- 
duction of top quality, lean pork required in domestic 
and export markets-e During the previous year 

6,448,956 hogs were marketed commercially and graded 
in} Canadase# Gite which, 25105,855 Or, 32.7 per icenti,” were 
Grade A» 


The Minister explained the change in the premium was 
related to the necessity of reducing government ex- 
penditures, to which the Department of Agriculture 

must contribute along with other departments of govern- 
mente The saving would amount to approximately $1.95 
mil iondmethe.surrent) fiecal: year. { PsCs'\ 1962-1283 ; 
Department of Agriculture Release). 


New Feeds Act Proclaimed-- The new Feeds Act, a 
revision and replacement of the old Feeding Stuffs 
Act, was proclaimed in force effective October l. 


September 17 
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It had been passed in May 1960. The act was 
designed to regulate the sale of livestock feeds. 
Main departure from the old act was that it was 

no longer necessary that feeds be labelled with 

a list of their ingredients provided that the label 
bore the statment, "the ingredients in this feed 

are those named in Of-tificate of registration". 

In addition, medicated customer formula feeds (feeds 
prepared in accordance with a formula supplied by 
the purchaser) which under the previous act could 

be sold without registration regardless of medication 
content, under thenew act had to conform to the pre- 
scribed standards of registered medicated feeds as 
far as medicating ingredients were concernede (P.C. 
1962-1266). 


Commonwealth Prime Ministers’ Conference.- Prime 
Minister Diefenbaker in his closing statement at 
the Commonwealth Prime Ministers’ Conference 
emphasized that the decision regarding Britain's 
proposed entry into the European Common Market was 
one to be made by Britain and Britain alone. He 
stated that the Canadian Government was not taking 
a postion on whether or not the U-K. should enter 
but only wished to make known Canada’s assessment 
of the effects of such a decision upon Canadian 
trading interests as had been requested by the U-K.e 


In this appraisal Canada took the position that sub- 
stantial further improvement would be needed in the 
terms of entry if, in the light of undertakings that 
had been given, Commonwealth interests were to be 
safeguarded. Little had yet been agreed on with the 
Six in several fields including tariffs on raw materials 
and processed foods and this would seem to provide 
scope for negotiating terms more favorable to the 
Commonwealth. Canada would also hope for improvements 
in the agreements on temperate agricultural products, 
and manufactured products.» Canada's full co-operation 
was pledged in the event that the need for any further 
consultations should arise. 


The Prime Minister also proposed a meeting (with 
Canada as host country) of all member nations of the 
Commonwealth, EEC, EFTA, U-SeA»s,; Japan and other 

like minded nations willing to participate to discuss 
methods of dealing with the new challenges in world 
trade facing the Commonwealth and other countries. 
Mr. Diefenbaker suggested that steps in the direction 
of further world=wide trading arrangements should 


“now be taken if wider and more satisfying trading 


arrangements were to be achieved by 1970 when the 
final provisions of the Common Market were to go 
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into effects .In.,addition to reciprocal tariff 
reductions, the Prime Minister singled out the 
urgent need to find solutions to the special 
difficulties involved in world trade in agricultural 
products. (Prime Minister's Press Release). 


September 19 World Food Program.- It was announced that a 20- 
member Intergovernmental Committee appointed by 
the FAO would meet in Rome October 29 to 31 to 
discuss the Operations and proposed activities of 
the World Food Programe The Program could now 
be put into operation on a global scale as the 
result of a pledging conference held in New York 
earlier in the month at which 27 nations committed 
themselves to a total contribution of $86 million 
Over the next three years. Canada's share was $5 
million with one-third in cash and the balance in 
food products. The United States pledged $50 
million, West Germany $8 million and Britain $5 million. 


Agriculture Minister Alvin Hamilton, who spearheaded 
Canada's leading role in establishing the program,, 
said Canada's support would not be at the expense 

of its other assistance activities. The program 

was another step forward in helping to raise the 
living standards in the developing countries; it was 

a multilateral effort and contained safeguards against 
interference with bilateral operations or commercial 
trade. 


He emphasized that Canada did not regard the World 
Food Program as a surplus disposal agency and he hoped 
that the Executive Director and all those involved 
with the program would "think in terms of food use 

and food assistance". (Farm News, Canada Department 
of Agriculture). 


September 27 Parliament Opened.- The first Session of the twenty- 
fifth parliament opened. The speech from the throne 
outlined several proposals affecting agriculture 
including: a program to ensure adequate feedgrain 
supplies in British Columbia and Eastern Canada to 
meet the expanded livestock production in these 
areas; enlargement of Farm Credit Corporation funds 
and increased flexibility in their use; a national 
conference on agricultural training to be convened in 
the fall; extension of the Freight Rates Reduction 
Acte It was also noted that the government would 
seek appropriations for the ARDA program and Canada's 
contribution to the World Food Program. The speech 
reiterated that the import surcharges imposed as 
emergency measures in June would be removed as soon 
as circumstances permitted. (House of Commons Debates). 


September 27 
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Durum Price Reduced.- The Canadian Wheat Board on 
September 27 reduced the price of durum wheat by 
16 cents a bushel to put it on a more competitive 
basis with the United States wheat. The U.S.A. 
had recently announced it would pay a 15 cent 

per bushel subsidy on U.S. durum exports from all 
ports except those on the Pacific Coast. The one- 
cent difference in price of Canadian and U.S. durum 
would be cancelled out by the difference in value 
of the two countries' currency as far as Overseas 
buyers were concerned. (The Modern Farmer). 


Egg Price Support.- The federal egg price support 
program was renewed for a year on the same basis 


as for the previous 12 months. The Agricultural 
Stabilization Board was authorized to continue the 
deficiency payment program for the 12 months 

October 1, 1962 to September 30, 1963, at a national 
averagenprice) Of Sarees: pen dozens) Lorpnoducers » 
for Grade A Large eggs- This was the same as the 
previous year's support price and approximately 90.7 
per cent of the ten-year average. 


Payments on claims by any one producer would be 
limited to a total of 4,000 dozen eggs and confined 
to the grades Grade A Extra Large, Grade A Large 
and Grade A Medium. (P.C. 1962-1368). 


Egg Deficiency Payment.- A deficiency payment of 
One cent per dozen would be paid on eggs marketed 


during the price support year ended September 30, 

the Agricultural Stabilization Board announced. 

The payment would be made to producers registered 
with the Board on eggs sold through registered egg 
grading stations or by producer-graders through retail 
outlets. 


The Board established that the weighted national 
average price received by producers for Grade A 
Large size eggs for the 12-month period was 33 
cents per dozen == or one*¢ent below the support 
price of 34 cents. Producers would be eligible 
to receive the deficiency payment on Grade A 
Extra Large, Grade ALarge and Grade A Medium size 
eggs, to a maximum of 4,000 dozen. (Department of 
Agriculture Release). 


ARDA Agreements Signed with Provinces.- Agriculture 
Minister Alvin Hamilton announced the signing of 


general agreements under the Agricultural Rehabilitation 
Development Act with all ten provinces. The agreements 
launched the program into action by permitting 
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approval of a wide range of individual projects 
and opened a broad new field for joint federal- 
provincial action to develop rural areas and 
resources.» 


The projects, embracing alternative use of marginal 
and submarginal farm land, . rural development, and 
soil and water conservation, would be carried out 
jointly by federal and provincial governments or 

by a province with federal assistance. The Minister 
pointed out that nearly 40 types of projects were 
listed in the agreements to permit a massive attack 
on the economic problems of rural areas affected 

by technological and economic changes, by improving 
rural resources,,job Opportunities and living 
standards. Federal aid in projects would range from 
One-third to two-thirds of the cost. 


An amount of $50 million was set for federal contri- 
butions to all provinces during ‘the initial three- 
year period covered by the general agreement, with 
the amount not to exceed $20 million in any fiscal 
year..1'Under the agreement, a province's share of 
federal aid over the three years was determined by 

a formula based on the following factors: 


l. Net value of the province's agricultural production; 


2e Number of its "submarginal”® farms - that is,farms 
producing revenues of less than $1,200 annually; 


Se ‘orze Of ts mural population. 


Mre Hamilton stressed that although the initial 
agreements were for a three-year period, ARDA was 
a long-range program. "We are going to use the 
three years to undertake a large number of pilot 
projects and extensive research, and to work out 
the best means Of implementing the program's 
long-term goals." 


He nioted that it had been-said that *the problems to 
be tackled by ARDA were so large and complex that 
two or three years of research should have preceded 
any action. "But research cannot be carried out by 
academic studies alone, and in this interim period 
we are going to try out the best methods by engaging 
in a wide range of projects," Mre Hamilton added. 
(Department of Agriculture Release). 


Value for Duty of Potatoes.- The Minister of National 

Revenue under authority of section 40A(7)(b) of the 

Customs Act prescribed a value for duty of fresh potatoes(ex- 
cluding seed potatoes)imported into Canada through Port 


Arthur and all ports west thereof of $2.67 per hundredweight. 
The above value was effective October 16 and did not apply 


to potatoes bona fide purchased and in transit to Canada 
on or before October 15.(Department of National Revenue 
Memorandum) . 
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surcharge on Corn Imports Removed.- The import 
surcharge of five per cent on Indian corn imposed 
under the Surcharge Order of June 24 and later 
removed on corn used for agricultural purposes 
Only was removed On imported corn for all purposes. 
(P.-C. 1962-1/1460) 


Farm Credit Regulations Amended.- Federal loans 
would become available to more Canadian farmers 


as a result of major far-reaching amendments to the 
Regulations of the Farm Credit Act, announced recently 
by Agriculture Minister Alvin Hamilton. The effect 

of the amendments would be to provide a much greater 
range of financial assistance to the small farmers 

all across Canada. Mr. Hamilton predicted that their 
greatest effect would be felt in many parts of Ontario, 
in Quebec, British Columbia, the Atlantic Provinces, 
the Yukon Territory and the N.W.T. 


A change in the Regulation governing the appraisal of 
farms would permit the Farm Credit Corporation to use 
the full appraised value of farm buildings, where they 
were essential to specialized production. Under the 
previous regulations the value of a farm untt for 

loan purposes could not be appraised at more than twice 
the ‘agricultural productive value of the land alone 
regardless of the value of the buildings. This would 
make it possible to lend to poultrymen, greenhouse 
Operators, and other farms whose Operations required 
relatively high investment in buildings on small areas 
of land. 


Anotheramendment would permit loans to farmers dependent 
On secondary income from other sources to supplement 
their farm revenues. Previously, only income stemming 


from the actual production of a farmer's land could be 


considered in assessing a loan application. Removal of 
this restriction would enable the Corporation to take 
into account monies received from a variety of other 
SOUrCES« 


The Corporation would now be able to recognize, for 
loan purposes, the returns from specialized operations 
based on the use of purchased feeds, as in the case 
of poultry and hog production. Proceeds from any 
non-agricultural enterprise conducted on the farm, 
such as camping grounds, tourist cabins, and other 
recreational projects would also be considered, as 
would off-farm income from pensions, annuities, 
part-time employment and similar sources. This far- 
reaching amendment would be of particular importance 
in areas where land was held in small parcels, and 
where it was difficult or impossible to assemble 
enough land for an economic unit based solely on 
agricultural potential. 
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Mr. Hamilton stressed that each applicant would still 
be expected to provide the Corporation with a plan 

to show that the loan would help him to increase his 
net income, after providing for repayment, this being 
the principal objective of the farm credit program. 
He explained that the greater flexibility would be 
most effective in raising the living standards of 
borrowers whose principal - but not sole - occupation 
was farming. 


Mr. Hamilton indicated that these changes (approved by 

the Farm Credit Corporation on September 17, and 

approved by Order in Council on October 18) were closely 
related to amendments being proposed to the Farm Credit 
Act, to increase the funds available to the Corporation 
and to permit farmers greater flexibility in the way 

they may use the money they borrowe Together, the changes 
would Open the door for closer co-ordination of the work 
of the Farm Credit Corporation and the ARDA administration, 
and mark a new milestone in the government's attack 

upon the problem of the low income of an important segment 
of the farming community. (Department of Agriculture 
Release, P.C. 1962-1462). 


October 26 Farm Credit Act Amended.- Bill C-71, an act to amend 
the Farm Credit Act was given first reading in the 
House Of Commons. Under terms of the bill the capital 
of the Farm Credit Corporation was increased from $12 
million to $16 million raising the lending capacity of 
the Corporation an additional $100 million to $400 
million. Other changes included were: 


Loans could now be used to assist in developing a 
secondary non-farm enterprise (such as camping grounds 
or tourist cabins), on mortgaged lands; 


Loans might also be used to pay operating costs and the 
costs of maintaining the farmer and his family for a 
reasonable period of time while the farming enterprise 
On which a loan had been made was being established; 


Loans might be applied to the cost of improvement of 
land other than the mortgaged farm but used as part 
of the farming enterprise; 


Borrowers who Obtained loans under Part III of the 

Act (supervised loans secured by farm land and chattels) 
would be eligible for loans under the Farm Improvement 
Loans Act and would be permitted to dispense with super- 
vision and inspection of farming Operations once the 
principal amount of the loan outstanding was less than 
75 per cent of the appraised value of the morgaged farm 
land. The previous maximum was 65 per cent. 
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Loans under Part III could be made where a farm 
was jointly owned by a husband and wife. The 
Original act only applied in the case of a sole 
owner. (House of Commons Debates, p.962). 


October 31 ARDA Projects-- Approval of the first two projects 
under the Agricultural Rehabilitation and Develop- 
ment Act were announced by Agriculture Minister 
Hamilton. The first involved a $12,000 project in 
New Brunswick, shared equally by the federal and 
provincial governments, designed to expand the 
provinces' program of advisory services to farmers 
in woodlot management. The second consisted of a 
comprehensive study of the agricultural future of 
Manitoba with detailed investigations of the primary 
agriculture and food and beverage industries, 
provincial water resources, and the commercial fish- 
ing industry. Cost to the federal government would 
total some $30,000. (Department of Agriculture 
Release). 


November 1 Export Credits Insurance Act Amended.- Bill C-63 
an amendment to increase the limit of the liability 


of the Export Credits Insurance Corporation from 
$200 million to $400 million was passed by the 

House of Commons on October 16, and passed by the 
Senate and given Royal Assent on November 1. The 
Act formerly provided a ceiling of $200 million for 
export credits insurance which the corporation might 
underwrite at its own risk. 


An amendment to section 2l(a) enabled the corporation 
to accept promissory notes direct from importers. 
Before this amendment the Act restricted the cor- 
poration (a) to guaranteeing a promissory note given 
by an importer to an exporter and (b) to purchasing 

a guaranteed promissory note. The amendment would 
facilitate the negotiation of business and improve 
the administrative procedures. (House of Commons 
Debates, pp-586-590; Senate Debates, p-182). 


November 15 Removal of Import Surcharges.- The import surcharges 
imposed under P.C. 1962-902 of June 24 were removed 


effective November 15 on most agricultural products 
listed under Schedule C of the order (those subject 
to a five per cent ad valorem duty) including live 
animals, meats, poultry, dairy and grain products, 
florist and nursery stock, vegetable and fruit 
products, nuts and confectionery. The five per cent 
duty remained on the following agricultural items: 
96 - quails, partridges and squabs live or dead 
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NeOope3 142c - converted tobacco leaf for use 

in the manufacture of cigar binders; and 7ll - 
all goods not specifically mentioned elsewhere 

in the customs tariff schedule. The surcharges 
of 15 per cent and ten per cent on agricultural 
items listed under Schedules A and B respectively 
of the original surcharge order also remained in 
force. .(P.Cx 1962 = 1/1640). 


November 26 Oat Pool Closes.- Closing of the 1961-62 oats pool 
and a final payment averaging 17.26659 cents per 
bushel. were announced by Agriculture Minister 
Alvin Hamilton. This compared with 14.094 cents 
on the 1960-61 oats pool. 


Mr. Hamilton said the government had authorized 
distribution of the final surplus of $4,301,349.92 
on producers! deliveries of 24,911,122 bushels of 
Oats to the poole Final payment was arrived at 

by deducting the Prairie Farm Assistance Act levy 
and final payment costs, and adding estimated 
additional interest earnings. 


The final paymentsin cents per bushel for the 
principal. grades of oats delivered to the 1961-62 
pool were: 


Noe 1 Canada Western 17-024 
No. 2 Canada Western ei eO24 
No. 3 Canada Western Oe Tit 
No. Extra 3 Canada Western IY wO2QA 
Extra No. 1 Feed Os di? 
Noe 1 Feed tiered 
No. 2 Feed 19.747 
No. 3 Feed Oey Oe | 


(Department of Agriculture Release; P.C. 1962-1675). 


November 29 Farm Credit Acte- Bill C-7l to amend the Farm Credit 
Act was given Royal Assent. (House of Commons 
Debates, p.2154). 


November 29 Ontario Tender Fruit Growers Levying Authority.- 


The Ontario Tender Fruit Growers Marketing Board 
which had been authorized in 1961 (P.-C. 1961-1292) 
under the Agricultural Products Marketing Act to 
regulate the marketing of Ontario grown tender fruit 
used for processing in interprovincial and export 
trade, was further authorized for the period to 
December 31, 1963 to impose and collect levies 

from persons engaged in the production and marketing 
of cherries, peaches and Bartlett and Kieffer 

pearse The Board could divide producers and 
marketers into different groups paying different 


levy charges limited to $4 per ton on marketings of |. 
cherries and Bartlett pears, and $2 per ton on marketings of 


November 29 


November 30 


December 3 


fo PAD su 


peaches and Kieffer pears. Proceeds from the 
levies could be used for the Board's purposes, 
including the creation of reserves, the payment 
of expenses and losses on the sale or disposal 
of fruit, and the equalization or adjustment of 
returns to producers. (P.C. 1962-1681). 


Ontario Bean Marketing Order.- The Ontario Bean 
Growers Marketing Board was granted a new authority 


under the Agricultural Products Marketing Act to 
regulate the marketing of Ontario grown beans in 
interprovincial and export trade. The new order 

was essentially the same as the previous order 

(P.C. 1957-1472) except that the section authorizing 
the Board to impose and collect levies from persons 
engaged in the production or marketing of beans, 
which had no time limit, would expire on December 
31, 1963. (P.C. 1962-1682). 


P.E.-1. ARDA Projects.- Approval of a series of major 
projects in Prince Edward Island under the Agricultural 
Rehabilitation and Development Act were announced by 
Agriculture Minister Alvin Hamilton. 


The projects, involving federal-provincial cost sharing, 
included construction of five dams for water con- 
servation, acquisition of marginal and sub-marginal 

farm land for forestry and recreational development, 

and two major research projects. Three of the dams 
would be located in Queens County and the other two 

in Kings County. They would serve agricultural, 

wildlife conservation and recreational purposes. 


The research undertaking involved two studies of 
projects to increase income and employment opportunities. 
One was assessment of the possibility of processing 
dehydrated potatoes and other dehydrated foods in 

P.E.I. The other involved the possibility of using 

the Island's peat moss deposits to develop an export 
industry. (Department of Agriculture Release). 


Freight Rates Reduction Act.- Bill C-9l1 an Act to amend 
the Freight Rates Reduction Act was introduced in the 


House by Transport Minister Balcer and given first 

and second reading. The bill provided that the revised 
rates under the act should be applicable for a further 
12 months period from April 30, 1962 and authorized an 
additional expenditure of $20 million to compensate 

the railways for Operating under the reduced rates. 
(House of Commons Debates, pp. 2240-2264). 
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December 6 Final Wheat Payment on Durum.- An interim payment 
on the 1961-62 Wheat Pool Account, to apply to Durum 
grades, was announced by the Hon. Douglas Harkness, 
on behalf of Agriculture Minister Alvin Hamilton. 


- Mr. Harkness explained that the Canadian Wheat Board 
Act did not makeprovision for separate final payments 
for Durum wheat and spring wheat. He said the Act 
did, however, provide for interim payments to be made 
when these could be made without loss. 


Since the Canadian Wheat Board had advised that all 
the Durum wheat delivered to the 1961-62 Wheat Pool 
account had been sold, the government approved an 
interim payment on the 1961-62 pool account that would 
apply only to the Durum grades, Mr. Harkness said. 
There would, therefore, not be any further payment 
with respect to the 1961-62 Durum wheat deliveries. 


Producers delivered 10.5 million bushels of Durum wheat 
and this had all been sold. After deducting Prairie 
Farm Assistance levy and interim payment costs, and 
adding estimated additional interest earnings, there 
remained $6,941,397 to be distributed. 


Payments on the principal grades in cents per bushel, 
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Noe 1 Canada Western Amber Durum 636113 
No. 2 Canada Western Amber Durum 66.083 
Noe 3 Canada Western Amber Durum Ou so 20) 
Extra No. 4 Canada Western Amber Durum 70.290 
Noe 4 Canada Western Amber Durum 68.434 
Noe 5 Canada Western Amber Durum Bilge foo 
Noe 6 Canada Western Amber Durum 36705 


(Department of Agriculture Release; P.C. 1962-1748). 


December 13 Closing of 1961-62 Barley Pool.- Final payment on 
the 1961-62 Barley Pool would be made shortly, 
Agriculture Minister Alvin Hamilton announced. He 
said the pool had been closed and the government 
had authorized distribution of the final surplus 
on producers’ deliveries of 56,372,547.9 bushels. 


The final surplus was $17,037,035.43. After 
deducting the Prairie Farm Assistance Act levy and 
final payment costs, and after adding estimated 
additional interest earnings, the final payment 
averaged 30.2 cents per bushel. This compared 
with an average final payment of 8-4 cents per 
bushel on the 1960-61 pool. 


December 13 


December 20 
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Final payments on the principal barley grades 
delivered,.to the 1961-62 pool, im cents per 
bushels, follow: 


No. 2 Canada Western Six Row Shol2d 
No. 3 Canada Western Six Row SLs 
No. 2 Canada Western Two Row 362675 
Noe 3 Canada Western Two Row 46325 
No. 1 Feed 28.879 
No. 2 Feed . @1-849 
No. 3 Feed 35.809 


(Department of Agriculture Release; P.C. 1962- 
1790). 


Ontario Tobacco Growers' Levying Authority.- The 
Ontario Flue-Cured Tobacco Growers! Marketing 


Board which had been authorized in 1959 (P.C. 
1959-1581) under the Agricultural Products Market- 
ing Act to regulate the marketing of Ontario grown 
tobacco in interprovincial and export trade, was 
further authorized for the period toDecember 3l, 
1963, to impose ahd collect levies from persons 
engaged in the production and marketing of tobacco. 
The Board could divide producers and marketers 

into different groups paying different charges up 

to a maximum of 2 cents per pound of tobacco 
marketed. Proceeds of the charges could be used 

for the Board's purposes, including the creation 

of reserves, the payment of expenses and losses 

on sale or disposal of tobacco, and the equalization 
or adjustment of returns to producers. (P.C. 1962-1791) 


Hog Price Support.- The prescribed support price 
on hogs for the year from January 1, 1963 was set 


at $23.65 per hundredweight per Grade A hogs which 
was approximately 87.8 per cent of the established 
base price, national basis of $26.94. Producers 
would be paid the amount, if any; by which the 
national average price for Grade A hogs was less 
than the prescribed pricee Payments would be 
limited to a maximum of 100 hogs graded A or B 

per producer. (P.-C. 1962-1830). 


Acreage Payments to Western Grain Producers . 
Agricultural Economics Research Council .. . 


Agricultural Products Board Purchases 


Agricultural Products Co-operative Marketing Act 


Agricultural Products Marketing Act . 
Agriculture in the Budget - . . ..« « 
Apple Marketing Agreement - Quebec . 
ARDA - 
= PROOLSH cho a 5 © Na 4 3! 8) ee 
oP POTE OLS ak em «ew eR eke 


Barley - Delivery quotas «.« » « » « « 
- Final payment 1960-61 pool . 
- Final payment 1961-62 pool . 
- Initial payment ....e.. s» 
B.C. Broiler Marketing Board - Powers 
Dat eM SUUGLOY 2 os 8 s:ds ce: “ask” RO A 
Bean Marketing Order - Ontario .. .e 
ORs as WE ta 8 Oh. eR Ca ok cee ha 
BULLER PVIGe. SUDDOTL “a awe x 8 ee 


Canada Grain Act Amended - Re mustard 
Canadian Wheat Board Act Extended. . 
Carile Price Support." a eum. ee: ae 
Cheese «Ald tO €xXpOrts = fee « 6s 
- Ontario marketing order . . 
- Price support increased « » 
= Reeale orice shal sa ae os 
Cherries 
Commonwealth Prime Ministers ' 
Crop Insurance - Manitoba » . © « « » 
- Prince Edward Island 
- Saskatchewan . .o « »« 

Customs Act - Import surcharges « . 


a e ® a 


Agreements signed with provinces «. « .» 


extended 


© 8 J ° 


- Grant to assist in marketing - s 
Conference .« .« 


° @e © 2 


e e ° o 


2 e ° e 


© 8 e e 


- Removal of import surcharges . 


Daily Polvcy Ghanges. « <a. =» « 2 
Deficiency payments « e « «2 « « « » a 
Drought Fodder Assistance = Prairies 


Eggs - Deficiency payment . ». « « « « 

OP GR GUIDO Mh Ow, kw re, Re 
Excise Tax Act Amendments » « » « « » 
Export Credits Insurance Act Amended 


Page 
Rides ae 
ee why ee 
ieee 18 
a sy Loe 
23,41,42,44 
a eae Aes! 
Sean JZ 
<! ats 36 
Sea be 16 
qs 640,42 
» o1,14,30 
a hs 1 
‘ware 43 
Peon dr 30 
yeaa i es 
tas 26 
“te ae 42 
wren Ls 
aba EPS eye Be) 
eT ee Woe be be 
: rit HPS A 
er ae 7 
tel lait ay 
“are 19 
x coe LS 
ee 19 
ee Ze 
a ; 34 
mytapmue? 20 
a tet Ae 
Gre de 24 
pain Zo 
« 31,38,40 
Bae aL ae rae 
SS ZO 
a» whAgoe 
maser 36 
pent 36 
ater if 
pide Zane) 


mhiaere 


Farm Crédit Act — Amendedias ai ayes ea. aia ae cee ea as er 4 
- Regulations amended « « « 2« « © « ©» «© « « 

Farm Credit Corporation - Grazing leases in Alberta . « o » 
Farm Improvement Loans Act Extended .« « « « « « »« © «© « @ » 
Feed Grain Committee. site «tawmeten oth) ase aa ew ww belle 
Feeds = New act proclaimed . 2 « o « «© s «© © 0 ow eo oo 
Food "Research Institute’ ss Rie Ss 0etw ee Gs a te « 
Forage Crop Seed Marketing Agreement - Saskatchewan » » o -» 
Freight Assistance ~ Corn to Atlantic Provinces .« « «© » » « 
= Fodder-in the prairies “s a 7« ss e's 

- Seed oats in Manitoba and Saskatchewan 

Freight Rates Reduction AgteExtended® .« s- 2s de sate a Fe 


GATT =.Canada - U.S. tariff concessions « « a» sao a2 6 « % 
- Conclusions of Tariff Conference »« « « « » « « o da 
Grains - Acreage payments » o « « © » « » « « © © @e © © © 2 
= Canada’ Grain AGi®AMERGEd . 6 o_ 8 Wawa e abate ow 6 
- Canadian Wheat Board Act Extended .« «© « ce « o e o 
- Committee on handling formed « 2 « o « « « e « o « 
- Delivery QuetastogtsG, ys a. cee AOU te Bie sey 
- Final payments ters tis a Welle se aca. alte pose we ee 
- Initial payments. -% sig eeo «oct ae WV ebee Cees te a” a 
- International Wheat Agreement . » « « » » » «© « « 
~ Price support Lopeke adres Pelleme tee eee Or sieeue ©. fee 
- Wheat prices Bf Rare CER he RRs (Ok Tao hag, ete 


Hogs = Ban On Lacombe exponte ii tedeereersus she win eee 
= Premium ‘chances: Caviar we hie mevnd tgs bark ee Os, wee cena eid 
~- PELCE SUPPORT.) sis Sa wee aaa SI hie: ata Wine eins 

Honey - Detlclency paymemlewe ts OS OLS es OS See pe be Ser 

~ Price suppOLrt «On wins Wiles Ge a | Res tle ee ees 


Import Surcharges ® ° ° ° ° @ ° a] ° e ° ° @ ° ° ° ° @ ° © ° 
Import surcharges Removal) Geiss (aa. “shee Piiee. seketins Saletan Vy oe 
International Wheat Agreement. ste . 6 27a se. ws le os 


Lambs = Imports ban on Uehe leived “Stow iow Vhs ee 
~ Price supports same Gr gies Weity CMe eens het at at beh 
= Quahity premium a iets epee Bete gis wieder ae 
- saskatchewan ranwistrabuvrom pOLUCy) see «Tarps! s 


Markéting Agreements. «Gath. pievamuree eo te acres ate ti es eo 
Manitoba = ARDA project Sieg, et am Sol o5 ewes sere eae 2 ot 
- CPOD: INSUPSNGS iter eis cake ele fet wa) eet phe es 
Milk for Manufacturing - B.C. subsidy arrangement .. . - 
=| PERC en: GROOT, 1) ow ind: Weis ket vem nae oe 


News Brunswick = ARDA projet i. (6 law wile Se gk ee i a ow 6 
Newfoundland Land Development Grant « . » os » « © «© o o e 


Page 

e ° ° 39,41 
erty 38 
Pur ae LS 
a aS se 359 
i. or 3G 
aes JG 
ed eat 17 
Co ges Se 
aS s 12 
eras « 14 
aCe s TE 
“he ee 42 
ies & Os zo 
eae 27 

ae ar 3,8 
tee Ms LO 
cia <h REL 
“vert 1 
1,2,8,14,30 
I ,11,41,43 
aia ee oe 
Ogs oy % 
rue aS: 29 
+ SLOe CaGOO 
oe 8 4 
Pen gS 
weg 44 
i 20 

ate 30 
rele 25 
+ Vol 36,40 
atte Ee 
atieee 8 
eet 2l 
ors Mh 22 
HOA E 31 
© 2elogoe 

a es 40 
=a Slam 20 
ve 26 
C 4 we Lae 
2 AQ 

a? were 24 


a Ai 


Oats = Delivery ‘quotas o0 » sf a se 
- Final payment 61-62 poo Hog 

- Initial payment 3 « steht ares of 
Ontario - Bean marketing order... . 
- Cheese marketing levy .. . 

- Tender fruit growers levy . 

- Tobacco growers levy... . 

- Tobacco marketing agreement 

- Wheat marketing levy... . 

- Winter wheat prices .... 

- Winter wheatprice support . 


Parliament 5a Dissolved OTe OP ees a Ore erect 88) 
a Opened ° e e e e ° e ° ° 
Potatoes - Import duties removed. . 


- Price support for Maritime exports 


- P.E.I. marketing agreement 
- Value for duty prescribed 
Price Supports ~~ “Butter ote te fo. #8 se ts Te 
NLU OLS Fey Co hee a ihe ce ch ie 
~ "Cheese of ch oh eh eh an ee 
ae MES cot all ets a8 2 5th) 5M ot tray ee 
wo HOGS eit caticet oP AE Varia” 
= (HOMGY # seh Tet eet etek st 
=» ALAM oh iat Pattie et eh) ae a! le 
- Milk for manufacturing 
~ Potatoes {for export: 
= SOV DEANS \¥o. aie ees 8 
- Sunflower:seed ... . 
wi WHE atic) es Panbey est ran site? 's 
Sr I eh tal oa Uno ame re tikas ~ 
Prince Edward Island - ARDA projects . 
- Crop insurance 


- Potato marketing agreement 


Quebec Apple Marketing Agreement... 


Rapeseed - Included as a grain under C.W.B.A. 


Royal Commission on Transportation . .....s.. . 


Saskatchewan - Crop insurance ... . 


- Forage crop seed marketing agreement 


- Ram distribution policy. . 


Skim Milk Powder Purchases « « « « « « 
soybean Price Supporti: 5% 0)s: eis) s,s 


e 


sunflower Seed Price Support sete. «Via ssa ee ie 


Tariffs - Canada - U.S. 
€ pe hicre! Ore 


- Import surcharges . 


- Removal of import surcharges 
- Value for duty of potatoes 
Tender Fruit Marketing Order - Ontario 


=) 480 


concessions 
concessions to Canada 


Tobacco Marketing Agreement - Ontario . 


Tobacco Marketing Order - Ontario 


Transportation - Report of Royal Commission 


Veteran's Land Act Amended 


Wheat - Delivery quotas . . 
- Durum prices ... 


- Final durum payment 61-62 pool 
- Final payment 60-61 pool 


- Initial payments . 


- International Wheat Agreement 


- Ontario Marketing Order . 


- Price increase. .« .« 
ca Price support ° e ° 


- Soft white spring wheat quotas 


- Winter wheat prices 
Wool - Deficiency payment 
“HPPLCS BROOARG sauine 
World Food Program,» «. 5 » 


31,38, 40 
1 25 LSS 


41 
1S 
44 


i overnment 


= » bee CH tiryt # 
Pubucalobe 


pra eer 


_A CHRONOLOGY OF FEDERAL POLICIES 


aw 


CANADA D DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
i Eee DIVISION - 


oe 


OTTAWA, JULY 1964 


PREFACE 


This publication, one of a series which began in 1952, records 
chronologically changes in federal policies affecting agriculture and 
the more important events related to these policies. The material in 
the first five annual volumes was consolidated and issued under the 
title "Chronology of Canadian Agricultural Policies, 1952-1956". 
Annual supplements have been issued since that time. 


The date under which each item is listed is generally that of the 
reference or source which appears in brackets at the end of the item. 
in these references, the. letters."P.Ca" (Privy Council) refer to 
orders in council. 


Agricultural items from provincial sources have been omitted except 
where they relate to federal=provincial policies. This is because 
complete coverage was not available from all provinces. 


An index follows the chronological section of the bulletin on page 
Zoe 


The material was compiled by Fs Peschl » Economics Division, Depart~- 
ment of Agriculture. 
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A CHRONOLOGY FOR 1963 


Hog Price Support.e- The Agriculture Stabilization 
Board was authorized to continue price support 
for MOGs Invi vos Of a basis Cl. b23%6) per 
hundredweight for Grade A hogs on a national 
average basis» Payments would be linked to a 
maximum of 100 hogs - Grade A and B - for 

each registered producer. (P.-C. 1962-1830). 


Value For Duty on Potatoese- The Minister of 
National Revenue ordered that the prescribed 


value for duty on fresh potatoes in their 
natural state imported into Canada through Port 
Arthur and all ports west thereof which was 
imposed on October 16, 1962 be removed effective 
January 2, 1963. (Department of National 
Revenue Memorandum) . 


Prairie Farm Assistance Act Amended-- Amendments 
to Regulations under the Prairie Farm Assistance 
Act, designed to improve the operation of the Act, 
were announced by Agriculture Minister Alvin 
Hamilton. The Act provides assistance in cases 
of crop failures in the spring wheat area which 
comprises the three prairie provinces and the 
Peace River District of British Columbia. 


The regulation which previously required farmers 
to reside in the spring wheat area in order to 
qualify for PFAA assistance was amended to permit 
residence in any part of Canada, though they must 
still operate farms in the spring wheat area. 

Mre Hamilton pointed out that the amendment would 
help those farmers who, because of advancing years 
or reasons of health, wished to live elsewhere 

in Canada but were still dependent on their farm 
incomes for their livelihood. 


Operation of separate farms by husband and wife 
was also affected by the amendments. The revised 
regulations stipulated that the two farms would 
be considered as one unit for purposes of 
calculating PFAA payments. 


A third amendment was designed to provide a more 
realistic computation of average yields in 
determining PFAA assistancee This involved the 
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exclusion of yields from experimental farms, 
market gardens, from land ruled as submarginal, 
from irrigated land on which the per-acre ~ 
yleld is more than 12 bushels of wheat or the 
equivalent in value of other crops, and from 
land operated by a body of persons working 
together and practising community of goods. 
(P.C.. 1963-3). 


January 3 Dairy Products Division Appointment.- Donald B. 
Goodwillie was appointed Director of the Dairy 
Products Division, Canada Department of Agriculture. 


Mr» Goodwillie joined the Canada Department of 
Agriculture in 1936 as Supervisor of concentrated 
milk plants and later became Chief of the 
Division's Grading and Inspection Services. He 
became head of the Division's Markets and 
Merchandizing Section in 1956. (Canada Department 
of Agriculture Release). 


January 8 Sugar Beet Deficiency Payment.e- Agriculture Minister 
Hamilton announced that a deficiency payment of 
$1.56 per standard ton of sugar beets yielding 
250 pounds of sugar would be paid to growers in 
Quebec, Manitoba and Alberta. The payment would 
be the difference between the average return per 
standard ton received by producers in Ontario, 
Manitoba and Alberta on the 1961 crops, determined 
by the Board at $11.62 and the support price for 
Quebec, Manitoba and Alberta of $13.18 ver ton. 
(Department of Agriculture Release). 


January 9 Stabilization Board Appointment.- The appointment 
of Sydney B. Williams, Assistant Deputy Minister 
(Production and Marketing) Canada Department of 
Agriculture, as Chairman of the Agricultural 
Stabilization Board, was announced by Agriculture 
Minister Hamilton. 


Mre Williams; a member of the Board since 1960, 
took over the chairmanship following the retire- 
ment of L.W. Pearsall. (Canada Department of 
Agriculture Release). 


January 28 Farm Credit Regulations Amended»- Two amendments 
to regulations of the Farm Credit Act involving 
appraisal fees and postponement of loan instalments, 
which would provide greater flexibility in the Farm 
Credit Corporation's lending operations were 
announced by Agriculture Minister Hamilton. 
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A new formula replaced the former $50 and $100 
appraisal fees chargeable for standard (Part II) 
and package~deal (Part III) loans. Farmers applying 
under Part Il would pay $10 with their application 
and in addition, 40 centsfor each $100 of the loan 
approved, or $100, whichever is the lesser, would 
be deducted when the loan is made. Applicants 
under Part III would also pay $10 on application, 
and 50 cents for each $100 of the loan approved, 
or $100, whichever is the lesser, would be 
deducted when the loan is made» The chief result 
of the new formula would be lower appraisal fees 
for smaller loans under both Part II and Part III. 


Under the other amendment a borrower developing 

a new enterprise from which revenue will be so 
limited in the first year or two as to make repay- 
ment a hardship, would be able to arrange at the 
time of obtaining his loan from FCC for the 
postponement of instalment payments due in the 
initial period. This applied particularly to 
farmers switching from dairy to beef production. 
(Canada Department of Agriculture Release). 


February l Research Branch Appointment.- Dr. John Ansel 
Anderson was appointed Director-General of the 
federal Department of Agriculture's Research 
Branch, succeeding Dr. Robert Glen who was 
previously appointed Assistant Deputy Minister. 


Dr. Anderson was previously director of the 
department's research station at Winnipeg; 
following 23 years there as chief chemist and 
director of the Board of Grain Commissioners’ 
Grain Research Laboratory. (Department of 
Agriculture Release). 


February 9 Parliament Dissolved»=- The Prime Minister 
announced the dissolution of the 25th Parlia- 
ment. The election date was set for April 8, 
(Canada Gazette, Part I, February 16, p- 437). 


February 13 Nova Scotia Fodder Assistanceo~ The Federal 
Government would 'share with the province and 
the railways the costs of transporting hay to 
Nova Scotia farmers who have insufficient 
supplies for their livestock needs, Agriculture 
Minister Alvin Hamilton announced.» 


The Minister said arrangements would be similar 
to those in effect in 1957 to meet a like 
situation. At that time 10,000 tons of hay were 
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February 19 
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shipoed into Nova Scotia and the freight costs 
above the $4.00 per ton paid by the recipient 
farmers were shared equally by the two Govern~ 
ments and by the Railways. ~ 


The Nova Scotia Department of Agriculture would 
administer the assistance:program. « (Canada 
Department of Agriculture Release). 


Hog Quality Premium Restored»- A quality premium 
paid by the federal government on Grade A hogs 
would be restored to $3 on April 1, the beginning 
of the fiscal year, Agriculture Minister Alvin 
Hamilton announced. Purpose of the premium was 
to encourage the production of top quality, lean 
pork required in domestic and export markets. 


The premium was reduced. from $3 to $2 per Grade 

A hog effective September 4, 1962, as a contribu- 
tion to measures curtailing government expenditures 
at that time. 


Until October 4, 1960, producers received a $2 
premium on a Grade A hog and $l on a Grade B 
hog» On that date, the premium on Grade B hogs 
was discontinued and the Grade A premium was 
increased to $3. 


In the 1961 calendar year Grade A premiums paid 
by the federal government amounted to $6,317,565. 
In) the first eight months,of 1962, before the 
amount was reduced, premiums totalled $4,635,558. 
(Canada Department of Agriculture Release). 


Removal of Import Surcharges»- The import sur- 


charges of June 24, 1962 were reduced or removed 
on a large number of items as of February 20. 

For the items affected the surcharge of 5 per cent 
was removed, and the surcharges of lO per cent and 
15 per cent were reduced to 5 per cent and 10 per 
cent respectively... Agricultural products on which 
the 5 per cent surcharge was removed were tariff 
items 8c, pate de foie gras; 9b, quails, 
partridges, and squabs, 9g, game NOP$ 85a, mush-~- 
rooms; 85b, truffles; 105g, fruits and veels, 
crystallized, candied; etc»; and 142c, converted 
bohaece slédfalaQ@n -tanisi items 142, .tobacca 
unmanufactured, the surcharge was reduced to 

> per cent from 10 per cent. Tariff items on 
which the surcharge was reduced to 10 per cent 
from 15 per cent were 23, cocoa or chocolate 
preparations NOP; 79b, orchids; 79c, flowers and 
foliage NOP; 103, and 104, fruits preserved in 
spirits; and 141, sugar candy and confectionery 
NOPS. (Pee 29686268). 


February 22 


February 26 
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Canadian Dairy Conferenceo- The Canadian Dairy 
Conference, called by national producer organizations; 
was held on February 21-22 in Ottawa and was attended 
by 75 delegates representing the federal and 
provincial governments and the various farm organiza- 
tions. 


Purpose of the conference, which was held in-camera, 
was the searching out of ways of better meeting 
dairy industry problems in both the short and long 
terms. 


The discussion centered on two main issues: Federal 
dairy stabilization policy, and the development of 

a national organization for consultation, co- 
ordination, regulation and for marketing in the 
interests of the producer, the processor and the 
consumer >» 


Accordingly the Conference accepted and recommended 
the establishment of a co-ordinating and advisory 
committee to be called the Canadian Dairy Advisory 
Committee and that’it thave Official status+ The 
business of the committee would be to consult and 
advise government and dairy industry groups on 
dairy policies, and programs, particularly with 
reference to their desired role, and their effects 
and importance in the total dairy policy picture. 


The Conference recommended that the committee have 

a representation of five members from the country 

as a whole divided into five regions, along with a 
provincial government representatives from each 
region, and a representative from the federal govern- 
ments; the Dairy Farmers of Canada, and the National 
Dalry Council. 


It was further recommended that the question of the 
need, as experience and conditions may indicate, 
for a National Agency with authority should be 

made the subject of a continuing study by the 
committee. (Canadian Dairy Conference Press 
Communique) » 


Sugar Beet Price Supporte- Support would be provided 
to Canadian sugar beet growers for their 1963 crop 

at the same level on a national basis as was in 
effect. torecnie= Loe2s cron. the? Agricultural 
Stabilization Board announced. 


Canadian sugar beet growers would be protected 
against downward fluctuations in world sugar prices. 
Support would be based on the relationship over 


March l 


March ll 


the past 10 years between the average declared 
value (f.o.b.) for imported raw sugar and the 

price growers had received from processors for 
the sugar in their beets. 


The Board determined that this relationship 
was 128 per cent» Thus a prescribed value for 
imported raw sugar of $4.29 per hundredweight 
would result in an effective sup sort price of 
$13.72 per® standard’ ton of beets (250 pounds 
Ofusudar ji (S4s29% xa L928 keen Ops assuming 
growers negotiated contracts with processors 
equivalent to those in effect over the 10-year 
base period. This support level of $13.72 

per standard ton was 109 per cent of the base 
orice of $12.58 per ton, compared with 106 per 
cent for the 1962 crop year. 


If the 12-month average declared value (f.o-b.) 
for imported raw sugar fell below 4.29 cents 
per pound, the Board would pay producers 1.28 
cents per pound of refined beet sugar for each 
cent by which the average declared value was 
less than 4.29 cents per pound. (P°C+ 1963- 
S123 


Ontario Cheese Marketing Order Extended.- The 
Ontario Cheese Producers Marketing Board which 
regulated. the marketing of Ontario produced 
cheese within the province and in interprovincial 
and export trade and which under the Agricultural 
Products Marketing Act had had the authority to 
collect a levy of 9/10 cent per pound on 
marketings since 1957, was given an extension of 
this authority to April 30, 1964. (P.-C. 1963- 
Sigas 


Nova Scotia Aid.- Agriculture Minister Alvin 
Hamilton announced federal participation with 
Nova Scotia in a program to assist farmers in 
that province whose grain crops were lost through 
poor harvesting weather last fall. 


Farmer would receive $6 per unharvested acre, 
with the cost being shared equally between the 
Nova Scotia and Federal governments,» Payments 
would not exceed $600 to any one individual. 
Compensation would not be paid to farmers with 
less than five acres seeded to grain. 


March 14 


March 22 


=, 
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The assistance program would cost about 
$120,000 and would be administered by the 
Nova Scotia Department of Agriculture. The 
federal contribution would be about $60,000 


A similar arrangement was worked out recently 
between the Federal and Prince Edward Island 
governments.e In P.E.I. some 1,000 grain 
growers were unable to harvest about 7,000 
acres of crop. (Canada Department of 
Agriculture Release). 


Wool Deficiency Payment.- Agriculture Minister 
Alvin Hamilton announced that a deficiency 


payment of 18.26 cents oer pound would be paid 
on the 1962 wool Clins."as comoared with the 
deficiency payment of 22 cents ver pound vaid 
one the: 196),.woole € libs int 1962% 


The deficiency payment was calculated as the 
difference between the stabilization price 

of 60 cents per pound and the average market 
UMECe| Mer HOUT, TeOebe foro, for the basic 
grades, Western Range Choice, half blood staple; 
and Eastern Domestic, quarter blood stavle; 
combined. (Canada Deoartment of Agriculture 
Release). 


Final Wheat Payment.- The Canadian Wheat Board 
closed out the 1961-62 wheat pool account as of 
February 28, and the average final payment to 
oroducers amounted to 42.974 cents per bushel, 
the largestin the history of the Board's opera- 
tionse 


Final payment on No» 1 Manitoba Northern was 
40.611 cents per bushel which in addition to the 
initial payment of $1.50 brought the final 

price to $1.906ll, the highest ever paid by the 
Wheat Board. 


Final payments for the other principal grades 
delivered to the 1961-62 oool were as follows: 
NOse2s S “and 4eManitobarNerthern 43.6665 

46.459 and 46.930 cents respectively; Nos 5 and 
6 wheat 56-299 and 61.117 cents resvectively; 


Producers delivered 288.406,785 bushels of wheat 
(other than Durum) and at its close, on February 
2ogetheretwas ac Sure lus Cf $123593950L9' to be 
distributed (Canada Department of Agriculture 
Release). 


March 22 


March 27 


April 3s 


April 18 


April 29 
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Honey Deficiency Payment.~ The Agricultural 
Stabilization Board would make a deficiency pay~ 


ment of 9/10 of a cent per pound on graded 
extracted honey sold by eligible producers 
through approved channels during the 12-months 
ended June 30, 1962s: The. Stabilization Board 

had established that the average price received 
by producers for White No 1 grade extracted honey 
in the marketing year July 1, 1961 to June 30, 
1962 was 12.6 cents per pound. Support price 

in this period was 13.5 cents per pound. 

(Canada Department of Agriculture Release). 


Support Surcharges Removed-- The Import Sur- 
charges of June 24, 1962 were removed on all 


items included in the original order, effective 
April? Inst bO63a)) (PeC., T968=024))% 


Imports of Belgian Plants with Soil Banned.e- 
Discovery of a serious plant pest in Belgian 


shipments of hydrangeas to Montreal was announced 
by. Dr. C.W. Farstad, Director of the Plant 
Protection Division, and the Canada Department 

of Agriculture accordingly suspended importation 
of plants with soil from Belgium: » (Canada 
Department of Agriculture Release) > 


New Director-General, Production and Marketing .- 
William C. Cameron, was appointed Director-General 
of the Production and Marketing Branch, Canada 
Department of Agriculture. Mr. Cameron was 
formerly Assistant Director-General, a position 

he had held since 1959. (Department of Agriculture 
Release). 


Dairy Support Program 1963-64.- Agriculture Minister 
Hays announced changes in the dairy support program 
for the twelve months beginning May 1; 1963. 


Butter would be maintained at an effective support 
level of 64 cents per pound, although ona - 
slightly different basis from the previous year. 
The Agricultural Stabilization Board would buy 

and sell 40-93 score creamery butter at 52 cents 
per pound, basis Montreal and Toronto, and would 
authorize manufacturers of creamery butter to 

make compensatory payments of 145 cents per pound 
of butterfat used for the production of creamery 
butter to producers other than those who participate 
in. the fluid milk market. The Board would 
reimburse the plants for these payments. 


May l 


May 7 


May 16 
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As an incentive to cheddar cheese production, the 
Government would maintain the former suppoort 
level of 325 cents per pound and wuld increase, 
from 25 cents to 30 cents per hundredweight, the 
special payment on manufacturing milk used for the 
production of cheddar cheese. Producers selling 
to the fluid milk market would not be eligible 
for this oayment. 


The supplementary payment on milk for manufacturing; 
except on milk for cheddar. cheese production, would 
be discontinued-. However, in lieu of this, the 
Government would purchase certain quantities of 

skim milk powder at appropriate prices» (Canada 
Department of Agriculture Release). 


Canadian Wheat Board Transferred.- Prime Minister 
Pearson announced that the Canadian Wheat Board 
would be transferred back to the Minister of Trade 
and Commerce from the jurisdiction of the Minister 
of Agriculture. It had been under the Department 
of Agriculture since October 1960. (Free Press 
Weekly) » 


Milk for Casein - Price Support.- Whole milk used 
for the manufacture of dried casein or caseinates 
was placed on a price support under the Agricul- 
tural Stabilization Act effective for the year May 
Re ALIOS tor Aor 0, MVo4ee" The base price of milk 
used for casein was established at $2.56 per 
hundredweight, and it was proposed to pay ten cents 
per pound on dried casein or caseinates. At an 
average hextraétionsmattero f2e pounds of casein per 
hundredweight of milk, this would mean a prescribed 
price for milk used for the manufacture of casein 
of $2.81 per hundredweight, which was approximately 
120. ‘percent op ihe base! price. 6 (Pf. -19635703) - 
Parliament Opened-- The first session of the 
Twenty-Sixth Parliament opened. It was announced 
in the Speech from the Throne that an Act would 
be introduced to provide for two Ministers of 
Agriculture in order that the needs of both 
Eastern and Western farmers may receive closer 
attentione New programs would be instituted by 
the Government to stabilize farming as a whole, 
and to expand markets at home and abroad for 
Canadian farm products, particularly dairy products. 
The present system of compensatory payments to 
the railways would be continued, pending the 
approval of long-term transportation measures. 
(House of Commons Debates) . 
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May 23 Ontario Wheat Marketing Levy Extended.- 
The Ontario Wheat Producers Marketing Board 


was granted an extension to June 30, 1964 
of its authority under the Agricultural 
Products Marketing Act to collect a levy of 
up to nine cents a bushel of wheat marketed 
from persons engaged in the production or 
marketing of Ontario grown wheat. 


The authority was originally granted in 1958 
and had been renewed since that time. 
Proceeds of the levy may be used for creation 
of reserves, payment of expenses or losses; 
and equalization of returns to producers, 
(P.C. 1963-760). 


May 30 Lamb Price Support Program.e- Lambs of Good and 
Choice quality would be supported at a prescribed 


price of $18-80 per hundredweight on a national 
average liveweight basis for the year beginning 
April 1, 1963 Agriculture Minister Hays 
announced. 


This was the same price as applied during the 
previous year and represented about 94.5 per 
cent of the base price, national basis to 
producers which had been established at $19.94 
per hundredweight. 


The deficiency payment system of support which 
became effective July 1, 1962 would continue 

and the Agricultural Stabilization Board would 
pay to producers the amount by which the national 
average price for Choice and Good grade lambs 

in the 36-56 pound carcass weight range fell 
below the prescribed price. 


Mr. Hays also announced that quality premium 
payments would continue on Choice and Good 
grade lambs in the 36-56 pound carcass weight 
range. (P.C. 1963-837). 


May 30 Wool Price Support.e- Agriculture Minister Hays 
announced that wool would be supported on the 
deficiency payment basis at 60 cents per pound 
for the period April 1, 1963 to March 31, 1964. 
This was the same price as for previous year 
and about 135 per cent of the 10-year average 
base price of 44.3 cents. 


se 


The Agricultural Stabilization Board would 
pay to producers on all grades of wool 
except Rejects marketed through registered 
grading warehouses the difference between 
the support price and the average market 
price per:pound,(fs0.b. Toronto) .for the 
basic grades Western Range Choice half blood 
staple and Eastern Domestic quarter blood 
staple, combined. (P.C. 1963-836). 


May 30 Soybean Price Supporto- The support price for 
Ontario-grown soybeans would be $2.15 per 


bushel for the 1963 crop- This applied to 
Canada No. 2 Grade or better quality, 14 per 
cent moisture. delivered at elevators in 
Ontario between July 1, 1963 and June 30, 1964. 
The Agricultural Stabilization Board would pay 
producers on soybeans of all grades the amount 
by which the average price for Canada No. 2 
Grade or better, 14 per cent moisture, fell 
below $24 15-4 bushel... e(P.Ga 1963-835). 


June 13 Agriculture in the Budgeto.- Finance Minister 
Gordon brought down the 1963-64 Budget. In 
his economic review of the previous year; he 
noted that net farm income averaged $1.4 
billion on an annual basis throughout the 
years, approximately 43 per cent above the low 
level of 1961. This was due mainly to the 
huge prairie grain crop of 540 million 
bushels, about double that of the drought- 
stricken 1961 crop. Farm cash income in 1962 
was 403 per cent over the previous year. 
Capital investment in agriculture increased 
12.6 per cent, largely reflecting additional 
spending from higher farm incomes. The 
agricultural labour force decreased by 21,000 
persons, continuing the postwar decline which 
was briefly halted in 1961 with an increase 
Of 250006 


A few changes were made in the Customs Tariff 
affecting agriculture. Item 24, chicory, raw 
or greens was made free on a B>P.- and M-F.N. 
basis. Item 25, chicory, kiln-dried, roasted 
or ground, was reduced to a BoP. and M-F.N. 
rate of 2 cents per pound from 3 cents. Hay 
stack forms, heaters for orchards and aluminum 
sluice-type devices for controlling water in 
irrigation ditches were placed on a free basis 
under item 409f. (House of Common Debates). 


June 26 


Ud oe 


July 11 


July 22 
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Wheat Delivery Quotase- Trade and Commerce 
Minister Sharp announced in the House of 
Commons that nearly half of the 1,950 odd 
grain delivery points in Western Canada were 
being placed on 12 bushel per acre quotas on 
June 24. He said that the Canadian Wheat 
Board would make every attempt to equalize 
quotas at that level for all delivery points 
by the end of the crop year, July 3l- 


The quota on Durum was raised to 15 bushels per 
seeded acre. The previous year’s Durum crop 
was a record one and rather than congest grain 
marketing facilities with supplies of Durum 
wheat far in excess of market requirements, the 
Board decided to limit the quota to 15 bushels. 
(House of Commons Debates). 


Sunflower Seed Price Supporte- Agriculture 
Minister Hays announced that sunflower seed 
which is used for crushing wouldbe supported 
at 4.22 cents per pound for the 1963 crop year 
which commenced August 1» The support price 
would apply to Canada No. 1 Grade with 10 per 
cent mois ture’ (basie déliveryvoatothe ‘crusher , 
and represented 100 per cent of the 10-year 
average base price. Support was at the same 
price and level as for the 1962 crop. 


Support would be on the deficiency payment 
system. The Agricultural Stabilization Board 
would pay producers the amount by which the 
average price received by producers delivering 
sunflower seed to a Manitoba crushing plant was 
less than 4.22 cents per pound. The Board would 
make the same payment per pound to producers 
delivering to crushing plants in Alberta as 
would apply to Manitoba producers. (P.-C. 1963- 
1064). 


Skim Milk Powder for Export.- The Agricultural 
Products Board was authorized to offer Canada 
First Grade spray process dry skim milk for 
export to approved destinations and under such 
terms and conditions as might be specified by 
the Board, at a minimum price of 6.5 cents 

per pound. (P.C. 1963-1045). 


Export _and Import Permits Act Extended.- Bill 
No.» S-3 amending the Export and Import Permits 
Act was passed in the House on July 3 and 
received Royal Assent on July 22. -Purpose 

of the amendment was to extend the duration of 
the Act for a further three-year period to 
July 31, 1966. The existing Act was due to 
expire on July 31, 1963. (House of Commons 
Debates and Votes and Proceedings). 
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July 24 Initial Prices for Grains, 1963-64.- Trade and 
Commerce Minister Sharp announced the Canadian 
Wheat Board initial prices to producers for 
western wheat, oats and barley for the crop year 
beginning August 1, 1963. The initial price 
for Now 1 Manitoba Northern would be $1.50 per 
bushel, for No» 2 CeW. oats 60¢ per bushel, 
and for No» 3 CoWo Six-Row barley 96¢ per 
bushel. These prices were unchanged from the 
past crop year and would apply basis in store 
Fort William/Port Arthur or Vancouver for wheat, 
and basis in store Fort William/Port Arthur 
for oats and barley. (House of Commons Debates). 


August 1 Tobacco Marketing Agreement Renewed»~ The authority 
granted under the Agricultural Products Marketing 
Act to the Ontario Flue-Cured Tobacco Growers' 
Marketing Board for the marketing of filue-cured 
tobacco produced in the province of Ontario was 
renewed. (P.C. 1963-1142). 


August 2 Wheat Contract with Mainland China.- The Minister 
of Trade and Commerce announced a new long term 
wheat agreement with the China National Cereals, 
Oils and Foodstuffs Import and Export Corporation. 
This agreement was similar in form to the agreement 
signed on April 22, 1961. Under the agreement, the 
Chinese corporation declared its intention to 
purchase from Canada three to five million long tons, 
that is approximately 112 to 186.7 million bushels 
of wheat over a three-year period, August 1, 1963 
to July 1966. The Canadian Wheat Board undertook 
to make such supplies available to the Chinese 
corporation with specific quantities» prices and 
shipping periods to be negotiated periodically, 


The terms of payment for sales under the long term 
agreement were’ 25 per cent cash when each vessel 
was loaded and the balance of 75 per cent in 18 
months with interest» The first sales contract 
under the long term agreement was negotiated and 
provided for the export to China of 500,000 long 
tons (18.7 million bushels) of wheat from Pacific 
Coast ports during the period August l, 1963 to 
January 31, 1964. 


Under the previous long term agreement in which the 
Chinese agreed to purchase a minimum of 112 million 
bushels of wheat and Canada agreed to supoly a 
maximum of 186.7 million bushels, actual purchases 
amounted to about 146 million bushels. The Minister 
Stated that the Chinese had decided not to call 

upon any further wheat under the old contract which 
has now been replaced by the present one. (House 

of Commons Debates)» 
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August 21 Honey Support Priceo~ The Agricultural Stabiliza- 
tion Board announced that the support price for 
honey during the period July 1,1963 to June 30; 
1964, would be 13.5 cents per pound, unchanged 
from the preceeding three years, and 98 ver cent 
of the base price or 10-year average of 13.77 
cents» 


The support would again be on a deficiency pay- 
ment plan, under which the Stabilization Board 
would pay producers the amount by which their 
average market price for White No. 1 grade 
extracted honey was less tnan 13.5 cents a pound 
during the 12-month period. 


Eligible for support was all extracted honey 
produced in Canada during the period and either 
sold by producers through commercial outlets 

in accordance with conditions set by the Board 
or delivered to approved honey packers. 

(PiGs T968~1251 )4 


August 21 Import Control on Turkeys Lifted.- The Honourable 
Mitchell Sharp, Minister of Trade and Commerce, 
announced that effective August 21, 1963, turkeys 
were deleted from the Import Control List under 
the Export’ and” Tinporv: Permits Act. As a mesult, 
import permits were no longer required for this 
product. 


The import restrictions on turkeys were imposed 

in mid-1957, and recently the annual import 

quota has been 4 million pounds»: Since the 
controls were imposed, the Canadian turkey industry 
experienced substantial imorovement in production 
and marketing techniques. 


In 1962, about 2.5 million pounds of turkeys were 
imported into Canada, and there were practically 
no imports in the first eight months of 1963. 
(P.O. 1968S1250) 


August 2] Quebec Apple Marketing Agreement.~ The Minister 
of Agriculture was authorized to enter into 


an agreement with the Co-operative Monteregienne 
of Rougemont for the marketing of the 1963 crop 
of Quebec-grown apples for processing under the 
provisions of the Agricultural Products Co- 
Operative Marketing Act. 


August 22 


This processor, which markets apple juice, 
sauce; pulp and jelly, would make an initial 
payment to producers of 30 cents per bushel 
when delivered to the processing plant. The 
federal government guaranteed to make up the 
difference to the processor if the average 
selling price realized was less than the 
processing, carrying and selling costs up to 

a maximum of $2.15 per bushel plus the initial 
payment. The agreement would apply during 

the period from August 15, 1963 to December 
31, 1964, and was the eleventh such agreement 
since 1952, .S0. far. no’ liabilities were 
incurred by the government. Any final payments 
to producers would be subject to federal 
approval. (P.-C. 1963-1226). 


Feed Grain Policy Changes-~ Measures by the 
Government and the Canadian Wheat Board to 


ensure an adequate and orderly supply of western 
feed grains to supplement local production for 
the growing livestock and poultry industries 

of Eastern Canada were disclosed in a three~ 
point program announced by Minister of Agri-= 
culture Hays and Minister of Trade and 

Commerce Sharps 


Mr. Hays stated that the Government would request 
authority of Parliament for a broadened feed 
grain policy to amend and supplement the present 
policy of freight assistance on western feed 
grains. 


The new policy would provide for the payment of 
accrued storage charges on western feed grain 
in licensed eastern elevators during the period 
October 15 to April 15. It was also proposed 
that freight assistance rates be related to the 
cost of water movement, plus an allowance for 
inland transportation by rail or truck to 
provide more uniformity in cost to feeders in 
different areas, both in British Columbia and 
Eastern Canada. 


Mr. Sharp also announced that the Canadian Wheat 
Board had decided to institute at once a 
provisional pricing system for oats and barley 
moved from the Lakehead to eastern elevators,» 

It would be similar to the provisional pricing 
policy now in effect for feed wheat. The 
purchase of winter supplies by Board agents on 

a cash basis from the Canadian Wheat Board at 
the Lakehead would continue. However, under 


September 16 


the new policy, agents would have the 
alternative of purchasing on a provisional 
price basis, with the option of settling 

the final price at the time of re-sale and, 

in any event, no later than the date of removal 
of the grain from licensed eastern elevators 

or April 15, whichever is the earlier. 


The Ministers said the policies were intended 
to correct difficulties associated with the 
fact that western grains for winter feeding 
must be brought east from the Lakehead by 
water before the close of navigation or bear 
the much higher cost of rail freight. 


The measures would encourage an earlier and more 
orderly movement from the Lakehead and the 
placing of adequate stocks in eastern positions 
before the close of navigation, By removing 

the storage cost factor, eastern buyers would 
have the opportunity of obtaining their require- 
ments without the cost normally associated with 
the closed navigation season. 


Livestock and poultry producers in Eastern Canada 
and British Columbia now use about 85 million 


bushels of western feed grains annually. Projections 


of future requirements indicate that 120 million 
bushels will be required by 1970 and 150 million 
by 1975, the Ministers pointed out, adding that 

this represents an important and growing market 

for western feed grains. (Canada Department 

of Agriculture): 


Russian Trade Agreement.- Trade and Commerce 
Minister Sharp announced the signing of a Trade 
Agreement between Canada and the USSR extending 
to April 17, 1966. This was a renewal of a 
serles of trade agreements with Russia, starting 
in 1956- He also announced the signing of a 
contract under this Agreement between the 
Canadian Wheat Board and the Russian grain trading 
organization U/O Exportkhleb for the sale of 
wheat and flour to the USSR during the present 
crop year. 


The wheat sale comprised 5.3 million long tons 
(198 million bushels) of wheat and 575 thousand 
long tons of flour (29.5 million bushels of 
wheat equivalent) to be shipped from Canadian 
ports by July 31, 1964. Terms of the contract 
were 25 per cent Cash for each shipment with 
one-third of the remainder payable after six, 
twelve and eighteen months from date of shipment. 
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October 8 


October 29 
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Export credit insurance facilities were 
authorized through the Export Credits Insurance 
Corporation up to a limit of $200 million at 
any one time; which meant that a substantial 
portion of the Russian purchase would be made 
for cash. 


The sale, along with a recent purchase by the 
USSR of ll million bushels, would bring total 
Russian purchases of Canadian wheat during the 
1963-64 crop year to approximately 239 million 
bushels at a value approaching $500 million. 


The Soviet Government also undertook to purchase 
a further 500 thousand long tons (18.7 million 
bushels) of wheat (or flour equivalent) in the 
third year of the Agreement. (Department of 
Trade and Commerce Release): 

Bulgarian Trade Agreement.- Trade and Commerce 
Minister Sharp announced in the House of 
Commons that on behalf of the Canadian Govern- 
ment he signed a three-year Trade Agreement 
with the People's Republic of Bulgaria. The 
Agreement provided for an exchange of most- 
favoured-nation treatment between the two 
countries and a commitment by Bulgaria to 
purchase a minimum of 100,000 metric tons of 
wheat (35,674,000 bushels) in each of the three 
years of the Agreement. However, Bulgaria 
would purchase an additional 150,000 metric 
tons of Canadian wheat, subject to the Canadian 
supply position during the current cropyear, 
and the way was open for both parties to 
negotiate for even greater quantities 
subsequently» At buyer's option, all or part 
of the purchases Could be taken in flour 
equivalent. 


The Agreement provided for consultation between 
representatives of the two governments respect~- 
ing implementation of the Agreement, if required. 


It was also agreed that trade offices might be 
opened in both countries for market exploration 
and trade promotion. (Department of Trade and 
Commerce Release). 

Czechoslovakian Wheat Agreement.- Trade and 
Commerce Minister Sharp announced the signing 
of a five-year wheat agreement between Canada 
and Czechoslovakia; whereby Czechoslovakia 
would purchase from Canada 1.2 million metric 
tons, or 44 million bushels of wheat. 


October 31 


November 5 
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In the first vear of the agreement dated October 
29, Czechoslovakia would buy 350,000 metric tons 
(about 12,860,000 bushels). In the second year 
it would take between 300,000 and 400,000 metric 
tons (11° million’ and'14.7 million bushels). 

In the third, fourth and fifth years, it would 
take a combined total of between 450,000 and 
550,000 metric tons (16.5 million and 20.1 
million bushels). The quantity in any of those 
three years would not be less than 120,000 
metric tons’ (4.4 m1lIsén bushels). 


Mr. Sharp said that the Canadian Wheat Board had 
already completed its first sales contract 

under the agreement which called for delivery 

of 4.4 million bushels during the period March 
to June, 1964. 


Payment would be on the basis of ten per cent 
down at the time of deiivery with the balance 
paid over the following three years. Credit 
was being extended under the terms of the 
Export Credits Insurance Act. (House of 
Commons Debates)- 


Tobacco Price Support.- Agriculture Minister 
Hays announced a price support of 47 cents a 
pounds for the 1963 crop of Ontario-grown flue- 
cured tobacco. 


The Agricultural Stabilization Board was 
authorized to pay producers the amount by which 
the average price received for all grades of 
flue-cured tobacco marketed other than Special 
Factored and Nondescript, was less than the 

47 cent level. The support was 90 per cent of 
the lO-year average base price of 52.17 cents. 


Approval was also given to making a payment on 
tobacco marketed by producers in other provinces 
equivalent to that which would be applicable 

in Ontario. (PC. 1963-611). 


Polish Wheat Agreement>- Trade and Commerce 


Minister Sharp announced the signing of a long- 
term wheat agreement between the governments 

of Canada and Poland» The agreement covered 

a period of three years, during which Poland 
would purchase from Canada 1.2 million metric 
tons of wheat, OF approximately 44 million 
bushels, for shipment in the following 
quantities: 


ges op 


In the first year of the Agreement, 14.7 
million bushels of which a minimum of 7.4 
million bushels would be shipped between 
the opening of navigation in the spring 
and July, 1964. In the second and third 
years, a combined total of 29.4 million 
bushels would be shipped with no less than 
ll million bushels being purchased in each 
of the two years. 


Credit terms were 10 per cent down on delivery 
and the balance payable in 24, 30 and 36 months 
after delivery. Payment was guaranteed under 
the Export Credits Insurance Act. (House of 
Commons Debates). 


November 7 Ontario Wheat Price Support»~ Ontario winter 
wheat No. 2 Canada Eastern Grade or better 
quality, delivered to elevators for milling or 
export purposes during the year July 1, 1963 
to June 30, 1964, would be supported at $1.39 
per bushel on track, on the deficiency pay~ 
ment systems 


The support price was unchanged from the 
previous year and was about 87 per cent of 
the ten-year average base price of $1.59. 
(P.C. 1963-1661). 


November 15 Egg Deficiency Payments.e~ Agricultural Stabil- 
ization Board officials announced that the 
average price received by producers for Grade 
A Large eggs for the period October 1, 1962 to 
September 30, 1963 was 36-8 cents per dozen. 


Since this average was higher than the previously 
established 34 cent support price, no deficiency 
payments would be made by the Stabilization 

Board for that period. 


A total of 207-5 million dozen eggs were marketed 
through registered egg grading stations across. 
Canada during the 12 months mentioned above. 

This represented a decrease in production of 

1.7 per cent from the preceding year. (Canada 
Department of Agriculture Release). 


November 19 Butter Oil for Saleo~ Agriculture Minister 
Harry Hays stated that the Agricultural Stabil- 
ization Board was offering butter oil for 
export to designated countries at 27 cents 
a pound. The Board had made some sale under 
those terms and received commitments covering 
a substantial portion of the approximately 
80 million pounds being offered. 
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Originally the butter oil was offered at 
30 cents a pound commencing on October 8. 
However, the bids received covered a 
relatively small percentage of the total 
amount available and were considered not 
acceptable either from the standpoint of 
price or conditions of sale and thus were 


rejected. (House of Commons Debates). 


November 28 Egg Price Supporte- Agriculture Minister 
Harry Hays announced that the Agricultural 
Stabilization Board was authorized to 
support the price of Grade A Large size 
eggs by a deficiency payment program for 
the period October 1, 1963 to September 30, 
1964, at a national weighted average price 
to oroducers of 34 cents a dozen, the same 
as the preceding year. The support price 
was 92 per cent of the ten-year average base 
price Of 36:96 cents as compared to 90.7 
per cent of the preceding. year> 


During the support year ended Seotember 30, 
the national weighted average orice for 
Grade A Large eggs was 36-8 cents a dozen 
and no deficiency oayment was made. If a 
deficiency payment is made in 1964 it would 
be oaid on Grade A Extra Large, Grade A 
Large and Grade A Medium uo to a maximum of 
4,000 dozen eggs oer producer. (P.C. 1963- 


Lise): 
December 5 Ontario Bean Marketing Order.~ The Ontario 


Bean Growers Marketing Board was granted a 
new authority under the Agricultural Products 
Marketing Act to reguiate the marketing of 
Ontario-grown beans in interprovincial and 
export trade. The new order was essentially 
the same as the previous order (P.C. 1962- 
1682) except that it extended the section 
authorizing the Board to impose or collect 
levies, not exceeding the rate of 77 cents 
for each 100 pounds of beans marketed; to 
December 31, 1964. (PC. 1963-1768)» 


December 5 Potato Marketing - P.E.-].~ Under the orovisions 
of the Agricultural Products Marketing Act; 
the Prince Edward Island Marketing Board was 
further authorized to regulate the marketing 
of Prince Edward Island votatoes in inter- 
provincial ‘and “exnort trade. “"(P.0e1968-1767) « 


December ll 


December 18 
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l1-Provincial Agricultural Conference.- 
Canada's agricultural industry came under 
review at the Federal-Provincial Agricultural 
Outlook Conference held in Ottawa December 
los. 17 “and. Ts 


Monday, December 16, was given over to closed 


discussion by government officials of specific 


commodities. 


An open meeting was held on Tuesday in the 
Railway Committee Room, House of Commons. 
Provincial and federal officials, farm 
organization reoresentatives and members of 
the diplomatic coros attended. 


The remainder’ of the conference was taken up 
with closed sessions. On Tuesday afternoon, 
spokemen for farm organizations met with the 
ministers of agriculture. At the same time; 
talks were held by the deputy ministers. 
(Canada Department of Agriculture Release). 


Barberry Control in Ontario and Quebeco~ 
Agreement was reached between the Ontario and 
Quebec Departments of Agriculture and the 
Canada Department of Agriculture on a million- 
dollar project to eradicate the common barberry 
bush from the two provinces, Agriculture 
Minister Harry Hays announced. 


The Minister said the Federal Government would 
pay the shareable costs of a three-year 
eradication program 5 and Ontario and Quebec 
the remaindere The plan of attack would be 
co-ordinated by officials of the CDA’s Plant 
Protection Division and provincial governments 
and would involve spraying with herbicides. 
(Canada Department of Agriculture Release) > 
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CANADIAN © 
AGRICULTURE 
IN 1964 — 


A CHRONOLOGY OF FEDERAL POLICIES 
aS PRES ECA SS SUS SA SS ETE STIS TR SRLS GAL IENLE PS 


CANADA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
ECONOMICS BRANCH 


65/1 OTTAWA, JANUARY 1965 


PREFACE 


This publication, ane of a series started in 1952, makes a chrono- 
logical record of changes in federal policies affecting agriculture, and of 
the more important events related to these policies. The material in the 
first five annual volumes was consolidated and issued under the title 
"Chronology of Canadian Agricultural Policies, 1952-1956". Annual 
supplements have been issued since that time. 


The date under which eaeh note is listed is generally that of the 
reference or source which appears in brackets at the end of the note. 
In these references, the letters "P.C." (Privy Council) refer to orders 
in council. 


Agricultural notes from provincial sources are not included, except 
where they relate to federal-provincial policies, complete coverage not 
being available from all provinces. 


An index follows the chronological section of the bulletin on page 
276 


The material was compiled by Miss F. Pesehl,-Economics Branch, 
Department of Agriculture. 


oy 


ae ae: 


yal ee 


ot Y6 ted wEcosiinwy ak hudeht at ae: are Wiese 
sol on melt hy sess at tu, otbasend, a2 nica, ie ti 


a, soto oF. eter Uh oe aa i Ben 4 


" hs 


br ake ii ipahors Sat ey ier, chine Lured ae Bigot ais cee Na 
won gait fetes ait abecton bb berot ss isto, ce aon fires sietot “yore: pr Pe i Ae 
te afi hae wiomivent Cia Got 65 dalheys setae Eee). 


nT | 


is nite il aie 38 taboos lug yates ot “ivekiot jane ok Pe het ae 
| "he 4th) j 7 | 


7 


ere an, taoavogtd -sfdyaet tid pat eS paitagoe haw rabsoo na nih a ke hs s 
otigy 


7 i * 
wae é 

a ie ie ml 

ey I 


We 


1203 


December 12 


February 5 


February. Ly 


February 18 


A CHRONOLOGY FOR 1964 


* Import Control List Amended. The import control 


list established under the Export and Import 
Permits Act was amended to cover Colby cheese in 
addition to Cheddar cheese. (P.C. 1963-1837). 


Dr. Hudson Appointed to Economics Branch.-. Canada 


Department of Agriculture announced the appoint-— 
ment of Dr. S. Claude Hudson as Director-General, 
Economics Branch. He replaced A.H. Turner, who 
was appointed Deputy Minister of Agriculture for 
British Columbia. -Dr. Hudson thus returned to 
the department: which he first joined soon after 


the-Branch was established, as the Agricultural 


Economics Branch in ee: (Canada Department of 
Agriculture Release). 


Final Wheat Board Payment on 1962-63 Wheat.- The 


Canadian Wheat Board announced on February 14 the 
final payment.on wheat delivered to the Board 
during the 1962-63 crop year, 


* In 1962-63 producers delivered 469,927,091 
‘bushels of wheat to the Board which included 
LL ,371,524 bushels of Durum wheat. The amount 
of the final payment to be distributed to producers 


was $199 ,736,575.00 and, of that amount, 


$28,744,066.00 would be distributed to producers 
of Durum wheat, The average final payment for 
Durum wheat was 64,780 cents a bushel and for 
grades of wheat other than Durum 40.181 cents a 
bushel. These average payments compared with 
65.913 cents a bushel for Durum wheat and 42.974 


. cents a bushel for grades of wheat other than 
~ Durum, delivered by eee in the 1961-62 
“crop years as 


at Piney seeiibnes Wee. 1 Manitoba Northern 
was 37.074 cents a’ >ushel which, along with the 
initial payment of $1.50 brought the final price 


_ to 187.1 cents compared:with 190.6 the previous 


year. (Canadian Wheat’ Board Release). 


Parliament opened ‘ine second session of the rwenty- 


Sixth Parliament opefied, lt was announced in the 
Speech from the Throne that an Act would be 


_ introduced to provide for a Minister responsible 


Bit ae SL ae ne 


February 18 


February 24. 


ses 
for Rural Development, in order that the Govern—~ 
ment "may carry further its policy of giving. 
increased attention to the needs of agriculture 

in both Eastern and Western Canada," Other measures 
would be introduced by the Government "to assist 

in the improvement of farms and farm income." 

(House of Commons Debates). ”" 


Hog Price Support Unchanged.- The Agricultural... 
Stabilization Board was authorized to cmtinue 


price support for hogs on the basis of $23.65 a 
hundredweight for Grade A hogs on a national 
average basis, the same level as applied through 
the preceeding calendar year. (P.C. 19644263). 


Community Pasture Policy Changes.- Agriculture 
Minister Hays announced the following changes in 


the comunity pasture policy. 


1, Grazing fees were increased from 34 -centta.a -- 
day, per head, to 5 cents, with an additional 
1 cent a day to reimburse municipalities for 
the loss of tax revenue. 


2. PFRA resumed responsibility for allocation of 
grazing privileges, based on individual need, 
proximity to the pasture and its past uses. 


3. The advisory committee would have 6 members 
and no members would hold office for more than 
two consecutive terms. 


Le A general meeting of pasture patrons wauld be 
held every two years. Special meetings would 
be called if necessary. 


5. Each patron would be required to remit a 
deposit of $2‘per head for caktle accepted 
for grazing, This would help to eliminate 

' difficulties arising from padded allocations 
and subsequent non-~delivery of cattle. 


6, Preference for allocation would be given to 
breeding stock, owing to the increase in cowe 
calf enterprise, 


7 Allocations for the grazing season would be made 
in the fall to provide patrons with ample time 
to arrange for their marketing and wintering 
‘programs. ~(House of Commons Debates), 


February 28 


February 28. 


February 28 


February 28 


March 6 


Ee ee 
Ontario Grape Growers! Marketing Order Renewed.- 
The authority granted under the federal Agricultural 
Products Marketing Act to the Ontario Grape Growers! 
Marketing Board to regulate the marketing of Ontario~ 


produced grapes in interprovincial and export trade 
was renewed to take account of certain revisions in 


‘the Ontario regulations. For purposes of the Act, 


"grapes" means grapes produced in Ontario and ised” 
for processing. (PC. 1964-302), 


Ontario Cheese Marketing Order,- The authority 
granted under the federal Agricultural Products 


Marketing Act to the Ontario Cheese Marketing Board 
to regulate the marketing of Ontario-produced cheese 
in interprovincial and.export trade was renewed to 
take account of certain revisions in the Ontario 
regulations, (P.C. 1964-305). 


Ontario Vegetable Growers! Marketing Order.- The 
authority granted under the federal agricultural 


Preducts Marketing Act to the Ontario Vegetable 
Growers! Marketing Board to regulate the marketing 
of Ontario-—produced vegetables in interprovincial 
and expert trade was renewed to take account of 
certain revisions in the Ontario regulations, For 
purposes of the Act, "vegetables" means green and 
wax beans, lima beans, red beets, cabbages, carrots, 
sweet. .corn, long green cucumbers, green peas, pump— 
kin, squash and tanatoes produced in Ontario and 
used for, processing. (PC. 1964-303). 


Cntario Tender Fruit Growers! Marketing Order.- The 


authority granted under the federal Agricultural 


Products Marketing Act to the Ontario Tender Fruit . 
Growers! Marketing Board to regulate the marketing 
of Ontario-produced tender fruits in interprovincial 
and export trade was renewed to take account of 
certain revisions in the Ontario regulations, For 
purposes of the Act, "tender fruit" means peaches, 
pears, plums and cherries produced in Ontario and 
used for processing, (P.C. 1964-304). 


Wheat Agreement with East Germany.- Trade Minister 


Sharp announced the conclusion of a long term wheat. . 
agreement with East Germany. ~The agreement set out 
procedures to facilitate the sale and purchase of 
wheat through subsequent individual sales contracts, 


Under the agreement, the East.German authorities 
declared. their intention to purchase 750,000 metric 
tons of wheat, from Canada, equivalent to 27.6 
million bushels, to be shipped over a three-year 


March 13 


March 26 . 


March 26 | 
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period August 1, 1964 to July 31, 1967. The 
Canadian Wheat Board undertook to make such 
supplies available with specific quantities, 
prices and shipping periods to be negotiated 
periodically. (House of Commons Debates). 


Transfer of Duties.- The Prime Minister 


announced that by an Order-in-Council of 

March 5, 1964, pursuant to the Public Service 
Rearrangement and Transfer of Duties Act, the 
powers, duties and functions of the Minister of 
Agriculture under the Agricultural Rehabilita- 
tion and Development Act and the Maritime 
Marshland Rehabilitation. Act were transferred 
to the Minister .of. Forestry. The same order- 
in-counsil also transferred to the Minister of 
Forestry the administration of the program 


' respecting freight assistance and grain storage 


costs: on western feed grain, 


It was also decided to establish a special 
three. man executive committee to co-ordinate 


‘policies for agriculture,. Its Chairman is the 


Minister of Agriculture; the other two members 


‘are the Minister of Trade and.Commerce, because 
of his responsibility for grain marketing, and 
_the Minister of Forestry, who also assumes 


responsibility for rural development end for 
feed grains moved from Western Canada. aA bill 
to estallish a Ministry of Forestry and Rural 
Development was, subsequently, to be placed 


_- before Parliament, (House of Commons Debates). 


Hog. Marketing Order Renewed.-.. The authority 


granted under the federal Agricultural Products 
Marketing Act to the Ontario Hog Producers! 
Marketing Board. and the Ontario Farm Products 
Marketing Board to regulate. the marketing of 
Ontario-produced hogs in interprovincial and 
export trade was renewed, to take account of 
certain revisions in the Ontario regulations, 


., (Pe. 1964-436). 


Final Barley Payment. — The Canadian Wheat 


. Board announced the final payment on barley 


delivered to the Board during the 1962-63 
crop year. 


In 1962-63 producers delivered 77,610 ,64,7 6 
bushels of barley to the Board and the total 


amount of the final payment to be distributed 


a ae 


to producers was $14,091,987.28, The average 
final payment was 18.1573 ‘cents a bushel as 
compared to an average: final payment of 30.2222 
cents'a bushel for the welche barley pool 
account. ; 


The final ace was being made on a grade 
_ basis as prescribed in the Canadian Wheat Board 


Act. The rates of final payments for the principal | j 


grades of Larley delivered by producers were 
as follows: 


Grade . _Final payment 
(cents per bushel) 


No, 3 Ganade WWasbern 6oRou 17.020 


No, 3 Canada Western 2 Row 19,990 
No. 1 Feed . 7 2e,0d0 
No, 2 Feed t 19.619 
No. 3 Feed: 21.599 
(Canadian Wheat Board Release), e 
March 28 Wool Deficiency Payment.- Agriculture Minister 


Harry Hays announced that.a deficiency payment of 
14.3 cents a Prag would we: ‘made on the 1963-64 
wool clip. . : 


‘The volume. of wool graded. and eligible for pay- 
ment under the price support program amounted to 
about five million pounds for the 12-month 
period ended March 31, 1964, . Payments to 

, pastor would total about IO 000. 


For the - previous support year, a deficiency pay- 
ment of 18,26 cents a pound was paid on 5,3 
. million pons. of wool. Lote Ms 


The -deficiency payment is she. difference hetween 
the support price of 50 cents a pound and the 
average price received Dy producers, basis Toronto, 
for the basic. grades, Western Range Choice, half 
. hlood staple; and Eastern.Domestic, quarter blood 
staple, .The average price for the two grades 
was determined to be 45.7 cents a pound. 
(Canada Department of Agriculture Release). 


April]. 4: Plant sus hae nigentsr anon: Robert Thomas 
; was appointed Director of the Plant Products 
Division, Canada Department of Agriculture, ‘Xr. 
Thomas came to Ottawa from Montreal where he was 
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supervisor of the Division's Quebec district. 
As director, he succeeds C.R. Phillips, who 
became program co-ordinator fos the Production 
and Marketing Branch. (Canada Department of 
Agriculture Release). 


April 8 . 2 Ontario Lime Assistance Policy Changes.- Changes 


in the freight assistance policy, under which 
agricultural lime is subsidized by the Soils and 
Crops Branch of the Ontario Department of Agriculture 
and the Canada Department of Agriculture were 
announced. 


Effective July 1, transportation claims world be 
paid only to farmers where the lime was used on 
their own land and only in cases where a soil 
test showed a p" value of 6.2 or less. Under 
the new policy, the maximum: subsidy to assist 
in meeting transportation costs would be 
increased from $2.50 to $3,00 a ton, 


The subsidy was based on '75 per cent of the 
railway freight or five cents per ton mile one 
way from the quarry to the farm for a truck load 
of five tons or more. The freight assistance 
rate for Northern Ontario would remain the same 
as at present, at 75 sr cent of the. "reduced" 
freight rate, 


Increases in the maximum subsidy were designed to 

‘assist farmers located at a considerable distance 
from the nearest approved quarry. (Ontario 
Department of Agriculture News). 


April 10 Tobacco Marketing Agreement Extended.— The Federal 


Government extended for six months, to Octover 
31, 1964, an agreement under the Agricultural 
Products Co-operative Marketing Act, with the 
Ontario Flue-cured Tobacco Growers" Marketing 
Board, for the marketing of flue-cured tobacco 
produced in the Province of Ontario during the 
year 1961. (P.C. 1964-493). 


April 14 Final Payment for 1962-63 Oat Crop.- The Hon. 
Mitchell Sharp, Minister of Trade and Commerce, 


stated in the House of Cummons that the Canadian 
Wheat Board’ announced the final payment . on oats 
delivered to the Board during the 1962-63 crop 

year, The total amount of the final payment was 


April 16 
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'. $10,671,000. The rates of final payment were 


as follows: No. 2 Canada Western, 11.724 cents 
a bushel; No, 3 Canada Western, 11,60 cents a 
bushel; extra No. 1 feed, 11,6 cents a bushel; 
No. 1 feed, 12.838 cents a bushel; and No. 2 


feed, 14.818 cents a bushel. (House of Commons 


Debates). 


Canada -- U.K. Cereals eement.e- The Hon. Mitchell 
Sharp, Minister of Trade and Commerce, announced 

in the House of Commons that an Exchange of Letters 
constituting an Agreement between the Canadian 
Government and the Government ‘of the United 

Kingdom concerning Britain's new production and 
import policies with respect to cereals was signed, 


Similar agreements were concluded between Britain 
and its other principal | overseas cereal suppliers - 


Argentina, Australia and the United States, 


Pending the conclusion $f long term international 
cereals arrangements, the Government of the United 


‘Kingdom declared in this Agreement its intention of 


introducing adaptations into its existing cereals 
policy with the objectives of” permitting greater 
stability in the United Kingdan* market and of 
maintaining a fair and reasonable balance between 
home production and.imports. This balance would 
be broadly based on the present supplies to the 
United Kingdom market from domestic production on 
the one hand and cereals imports on the other and 
would provide the opportunity for domestic 
producers and overseas suppliers to share in the 
future growth of the United Kingdom market in a 


fair and reasonable way. 


_ The new British cereals arrangements were to be 


introduced on.July 1. Under these agreements the 


British would seek to. discourage the growth of 


domestic cereals production above a level 


consistent with their stated objectives by 


disincentives limiting financial assistance to 
producers in relation. to specified volumes of 
production. — In addition. a system of minimum 
import prices was to be applied, designed to 


prevent prices in the Unitied Kingdom from falling 
to very low levels and so to limit the amount of 


the deficiency payment which would obherwise be 
payable to producers. Should import prices fall 
below the prescribed minimum a levy © would bs 
imposed. 


April 29 
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The minimum import prices for Canadian cereals 

were well below current market prices, Accordingly, 
trade would proceed in the normal way without a 
Levy. Special arrangements were made for wheat 
flour which would fully safeguard Canada's 
preferential position in the British market. The 
Government of Canada undertook to co-operate so 

far as practicable in the operation and observance 


_.of the. prescribed minimum import prices. (House 


of Commons Debates), - 


Dairy Support Policy for 1964-65.- Agriculture 
Minister Harry Hays announced the 1964-65 dairy 


support program in the House of Commons. 


To narrow the gap between the support level on 
butter and the selling price of the Agricultural 
Stabilization Board, the Board's price would be 

set at 53 cents a pound for 40-score civeamery 
butter, basis Montreal and Toronto, This was a 
reduction in the consumer sulsidy of one cent a 
pound, Effect on consumption was expected to be 
insignificant. The change would mean an estimated 
$3.5 million share of the butter subsidy cost would 
be transferred from Canadian taxpayers to the 
actual users of butter, Meanwhile, the support 
level for producers would be maintained at 64 cents 
a pound, This means that manufacturers would be 
authorized to. pay eligible producers 13,3 cents 
a.pound for.butterfat used in creamery butter 
production, 


The support for Cheddar cheese would remain at 

324 cents a pound. But to spur production of 
high quality cheese, a payment of 3.6 cents a 
pound would be made on Canada First Grade Cheddar, 
This replaced the policy of paying 30 cents a 
hundredweight on milk used for Cheddar production, 
It would permit manufacturers to continue paying 
at least the equivalent of 30 cents a hundred- 
weight of cheese milk. fem: 


Export assistance on certain dairy products would 
be continued on essentially the same basis as in 
the preceding year, The products and support 
levels would be made known to the trade by the 
Board in due course. 


The. purchase program on dry skimmed milk and the 
assistance on the production of casein would be 
continued on the same basis as in effect during 
the 1963-64 production year. (Department of 
Agriculture Release). 


May 7 


May 8 - 


May 14 


are ur 
Wheat Delivery Quotas Changed.-— The Hon, C.M, 


Drury, Acting Minister of Trade and Commerce, 
announced-in the House of Commons the following 
changes in the Canadian Wheat Board's administra-~ 
tion of wheat delivery quotas, 


Effective May 11 all delivery:.points in Western 
Canada previously on an 8 bushel per specified 
acreage quota would be given a supplementary 5 
hushel per seeded acre quota for wheat deliveries, 


other than.Durum. As delivery points in Western 


Canada were raised to an 8 bushel per specified 
acre level they would automatically he placed on 
a 5-bushel per seeded acre quota for wheat, The 
supplementary quota for wheat, other thar Durum, 


would be raised above this level if and when the 


export and domestic movement of. wheat warranted 
an increase, ‘ ry 


With respect to Durum wheat, oats and barley, no 


further deliveries of these grains would be 
- allowed beyond the 8 bushel per specified acre 
evel unless market. demand for these grains 


warranted quota increases, In that event the 
Board would grant supplementary quotas for the 


grain required. (House of Commons Debates). 


Sales of Butter Oil.- Agriculture Minister 
Harry Hays announced that the agricultural 
Stabilization Board completed agreements with 


‘11 Canadian firms for the disposal of 50 million 


pounds of butter oil-on export markets. The bulk 
of these shipments were. expected to be made during 
the following three to.four months. 


The Stablization Board, in its oil program, had 
» converted: some 105 million ‘pounds of butter into 


about 85 million pounds of ‘butter oil. This was 
offered for export sale at :27.cents a pound to 
approved export market on November 1, 1963, and 
some 20 million pounds were sold on export markets, 
not counting the sales announced by Mr. Hays. 
(Canada Department of Agriculture Release), 


National Beef Test Station Program.- Agriculture 
Minister Harry Hays announced that discussions were 


initiated with the provinces to estaylish uniform 
rules for beef testing stations across Canada. 
Some provinces alrgady had agreed to the proposal. 
The program was to be launched by July. (Canada 
Department of Agriculture Release). 


May 14 


May 22 


June 8 
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Cheese Export Subsidy.- Minister of Agriculture 
Hays- stated that an export subsidy of two cents 

a pound would be paid on Cheddar cheese exported 

to Great Britain in 1964-65. This was one cent 

less than was paid the previous year and two 

cents less than in 1962, Because of the improved 
market price for cheese in Britain, it was considered 
in the best interests of all that the export 

subsidy be reduced. (House of Commons Debates). 


Ontario Wheat Marketing Levy Increased.- The 
Ontario Wheat Producers Marketing Board was granted 


an extension to June 30, 1965 of its authority 
under the Agricultural Products Marketing Act to 
collect a levy on wheat marketed from persons 


engaged in the production or marketing of Ontario 


grown wheat. The levy was increased from 9 to 13 
cents a bushel, ; 


the authority was originally granted in 1958 and 
had been renewed since that time. Froceeds of the 
levy may be used for creation of reserves, payment 
of expenses or losses, and equalization of returns 
to producers. (P.C. 1964-739). 


Sugar Beet Price Support,- Agriculture Minister 
Hays announced that price support for the 1964 


sugar beet crop would be continued at the previous 
year's level of $13.72 per standard ton of beets. ~ 


The support level set by the Agricultural 
Stabilization Board represented 104 per cent of 
the 10-year average, or base, price of $13.14 per 
ton of beets (250 pounds of sugar), The percent- 
age was somewhat less than in 1963 because of the 
increase in the lO-year average following the 
greatly increased returns to producers in the 
preesding. full crep year (September 1, 1962 to 
August 31, 1963) when the national return amounted 
to $18.64 a ton. | 


In implementing the program, Canadian sugar beet 
producers would continue to be protected against 
downward fluctuations in world sugar prices, 
although the formula for relating support 
assistance. to world prices was being modified. 

The change, in line with a recanmendation by the 
Canadian Sugar Beet Producers Association, followed 
the adoption ky most sugar refiners of a deferred 
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- pricing system based: on London daily prices. 
Under the modified formula, a lO-year average of 
London daily prices would be substituted for the 
average declared value. (Canada Department of 


Agriculture Release)... . , ‘ 
June Viemallti - Canada-Hungary Trade Agreement.- The Hon, Mitchell 


Sharp, Minister of Trade and Commerce, announced in 
the House of Commons that a three-year Trade Agree- 
ment was signed between Canada and the Hungarian 

People's Republic. This was the first such Agree~ 
ment between the two caaat Mi ih the postwar 
period, 


' The Agreement was based on an exchange of most- 

_favored-nation treatment. At the same time, 
provision was made for a firm commitment on the 
part of Hungary to purchase Canadian wheat and 
other goods to a total value of $2 million over 
the period of the Agreement. The Minister drew 
the attention of the House to the mixed nature of 
this purchase commitment which marked a departure 
from other recent Agreements. Since Hungary it- 
self is normally an exporter of wheat, that portion 
of its commitment involving wheat was to amount to 
250,000 metri¢ tons, a somewhat smaller quantity 
than ‘was involved in previous purchases by other 
countries, Hungary had the choice of taking one- 
half of this amount in the form of feed barley. 
The remainder of the purchase commitment would ve 
taken up by Hungary in the form of Canadian goods 
of its choice. These goods were not specified, 
but it was hoped that, on the basis of pad Hungarian 
interest, new and continuing markets would be 
opened up for a wide range of Canadian goods. 


In addition, the Agreements signed also provided 
that a Hungarian Trade Office could be opened in 
Canada and a Canadian Trade Office could be opened 
in Hungary for ‘the purpose of market exploration 
and tradé promotion. Both’ governments expressed 
the wish that through these Agreements trade 
between Canada and Hungary would be expanded on a 
mutually satisfactory basis: “(House of Commons 
epee ty 
June, 17  eVvivge’ Initial Grain Payments. the Hon, Mitchell 

j Sharp, Minister of Trade and Commerce, announced 
in the House of Commons that initial payments for 
the basic grades of western wheat, oats and Larley 
delivered during the 1944-65 crép year would be at 
the same level as in the preceding crop year. 


June 22 


June 24 
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The initial payments, effective August 1, 1964, 
were for wheat: 1.50 a bushel basis No, 1 
Northern, in store Fort William—Port Arthur or 
Vancouver; for oats: 60 cents a bushel, basis 
No, 2 Canada Western, in store Fort William—Port 
Arthur; for barley; 96 cents a bushel, basis No, 
3 Canada Western Six Row, in store Fort William- 


Port Aythurgy? + 


For all other grades of wheat, oats and barley the 
initial payment for the 1964-65 Crop Year were to 
be established at a later date by the Canadian 
Wheat Board. (House of Commons Debates). 


Honey Prices.-— Agriculture Minister Harry Hays 
announced that because prices received by Canadian 
honey producers during the marketing year ended 
June 30, 1963, were higher than both the previous 
year's prices and the support price, a deficiency 
payment was.not warranted. 


The Agricultural Stabilization Board estatlished 


‘that the average price to producers between July 


1, 1962, and June 30, 1963, for White No, 1 grade 
extracted honey was 13.7 cents a pound - up 1.1 
cent from the 1961-62 average. Support price in 
both marketing years was 13.5 cents a pound. 


Mr, Hays noted that the 1963 honey crop amounted 


to a record 42.3 million pounds — a 38 per cent 
increase from the previous year, 


Despite the record production, wholesale prices 
were continuing to climb because of a strong 
export market and a domestic demand sparked by the 
relatively high prices of sugar and jams, 


The increase in honey exports, begun in 19€1, was 
continuing at a strong rate, owing to a shortage 
in world supplies. In the six-month period July l 
to December 31, 1963, exports amounted to three 
million pounds — 200,000 pounds more than in the 
same period of 1962. (Canada Department of 
Agriculture Release). 


Export Flour Adjustment Discontinued.- The 


_ Canadian Wheat Board announced that effective 


June 22, until further notice, the export flour 
adjustment rate covering flour booked with the 
Canadian Wheat Board for overseas export would 
we nil. (The Globe and Mail.) 


July 8 


July 9 


ae 
Farm Credit Corporation Annual, Report.—- Widening 


demand for farm credit was underlined in the fifth 
annual report of the Farm Credit gre! ago tabled 
in the House of Commons. . 


fee oer year ended March 31, 1964, the 


number. of loans approved by the FCC was at a record 
level of 8,689, up.17 per cent over 1962-63. The 


amount ,. $108,009,100, was an increase of 19 per 
cent and also a record. 


At. March 31, 1964, the Corporation was helping to 
finance 41,868 farms with $341,169,139 in loans, 


Farmers! repayment record. was excellent, said the 
annual report, with 95 per cent of all loans in 
good standing and prepayments exceeding $18,000,000. 


FCC operating costs rose to $3,572,278 in the year,, 
up 12 per cent from 1962-63. Although the increased 
costs were proportionately much less than the 
increase in volume of business, an operating loss 
of $1,118,796 was incurred, This loss was due to 
an inadequate margin lLetween the interest rate 
which the Corporation must pay on its horrowings 
from the Minister of Finance and the statutory rate 
of 5 per cent farmers have been paying the 
Corporation on their loans, This loss was recovered 
through a parliamentary vote..... 


Capital loss of $5,223 resulting fram uncollectable 
debts was: deducted from reserves, Built up in 
earlier years under the Canadian Farm Loan Board, 
when interest rates were more favorable to the 


Board,- the reserve now stands at $1,665,340 or 
0.475 per cent of total loans Petcare! 


(Canada Department of Agriculture Release). 


shear Stabilization Price,.- Agriculture Minister 
Hays: announced that the support price for Ontario- 


grown soybeans .would be $2.15 a bushel for the 1964 
crop. Support would be provided through deficiency 
payments and applied to Canada No, 2 Grade soy- 


‘beans or better, I) per cent moisture, delivered 


to Ontario oe between audy 1, 1964, and June 
30-5, 1965, 


The support level was the same as last year and 
99.3..per cent of the average price for the past 10 
years. The Agricultural Stabilization Board would 
pay producers the amount hy which the average price 
for the support year fell below $2.15 a bushel. 


July 14 


July 17 
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About 235,000 acres were planted to soybeans in 
Ontario -- a three per cent increase over 1 
1963 This would produce a crop of about 6, 000, (eee) 
tushels. The price outlook for the 1964 crop was 
good, (P.C, 1964-1065 ).” 


Agricultural Products Board 1963-64 Annual Report.- 


The Agricultural Products Board was established under 
authority of the Emergency Powers Act by P.C. 3415 

of July 31, 1951, to administer such food contracts 
and other commodity operations as. may arise, The 
Board was re-established under the Agricultural 
Products.Act of 1952. 


On April 26, 1963, the Board was authorized to 


purchase up to 75 million pounds of dry skim milk 


ata price not exceeding 11 cents a pound, basis 


delivery into storage, 


Cn November Oy Looe, une: Board was authorized, in 
consultation with the Department of External Affairs, 


| to offer a portion of its dry skim milk as a donaticn 


from the Government of Canada to international 
welfare agencies, In 1963-64 the Board supplied 
8,832,650 pounds of this skim milk powder to the 
Department of External Affairs for relief purpcses, 


At April 1, 1963 the Board had o hand 13,357,977 
ensae of ree skim milk purchased under the previous 
year's authority, and during the year purchased 
additional stocks of 3,950,584 pounds. Commercial 
sales of stocks during the year amounted to 
4,621,712 pounds. Revenue from commercial sales 
was $319,931 and the Department of External Affairs 
provided funds amounting to $633,291. Under the 
Board's purchase and resale program 16,207,102 
pounds were exported during the year, Stocks om 
hand at March 31, 1964 were 3,854,199 pounds, 


The Board's cost of-operations-in 1943-44 totaled - 
$1,003,678, (Agricultural Products Board Release), 


Agricultural Stabilization Board Report.— Net 
costs and payment s amounted to $12,789,915 for the 


1963-64 fiscal year ended March 31, the Agricul- 


‘tural Stabilization Board reported. 


Although it was an increase of about $52,900,000 


‘from the previous year, general operating costs and 
“subsidy and deficiency payments were about the same 


as in 1962-63, Main reason for the higher costs 
was a revaluation of stocks held by the Board. 


ae 


The revaluation of stocks to estimated market 
‘ values, the first undertaken ‘since the inception 
of the Stabilization Board,: showed a loss of about 
50,000,000, This amount, however, was incurred 
largely in the previous years. Up to the previous 
fiscal year, stocks had been carried at the 
purchase value plus carrying charges. 


Losses on sales of previously accumulated stocks -— mainly 
butter oil — accounted for nearly $26,000,000 of 

the year's total net costs and payments. Subsidy 

and RES GN payments amounted to $46,911,793. 


The: oe policy of providing Soact whenever 
possible, on a deficiency. payment basis rather 
than by purchase programs, coupled with an active 
selling program, resulted: in sa aeP decrease in 
Board inventories. 


Seventeen ee products were supported 
during the year. (Canada Department of Agriculture 
Release), 


July 2°" Modified Scrapie Program,- Agriculture Minister 
Harry Hays announced changes in the federal 
scrapie eradication program. In the past, all 
infected animals, their progeny, and any other 
sheep. that had contacted infected animals, were 
destroyed, 


The modified program —— while continuing to stress 
control and eradication of the disease — would 
' permit the retention of sheep not closely related to the 
infected animals. ..They would be kept under 
fy iad in for oH CN Si ; 


>This major ees in: es program should result 
“in an over-all reduction of 50 to 60 per cent in 
‘ the number of sheep: being destroyed. In the past 
' 1O.years, scrapie was identified in 30 flocks and 
“resulted: in'16,100 sheep being destroyed, The 
government would continue to. pay compensation for 
animals cestroyed under the new program. 


_ after scrapie has been: confirmed in a flock, a 
-complete study would: be: made-of the history of 
- the flock, sheep purchasing practices, numbers of 
infected animals, extent of blood lines, and other 
“factors. This assessment would be used in deciding 
which animals would be slaughtered and which would 
be quarantined, 


July 2h 
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Mr. Hays said that the modified scrapie program 
had been reviewed and approved by sheep industry 
representatives, The new scheme had been closely 
co-ordinated with the United States scrapie 
eradication program and allowed continued exchange 
of sheep between the two countries, 


Restrictions on the importation of sheep from 
Britain were being reviewed in the light of the 
new scrapie control and eradication program. 
(Canada Department of Agriculture Release). 


Policy Announcement Respecting Feed Grains in 


Eastern Canada.— The Hon, Maurice Sauvé, Minister 
of Forestry, announced that the government had 
authorized an interim policy on feed grains. 
Henceforth western grain moved by trucks within 
Eastern Canada would also be eligible for freight 
assistance, loreover, the government had decided 
on a new basis for the payment of freight assist- 
ance. | 


These two reforms were necessary. The original 
policy went back to 1941. . Many. changes occurred. 
since its introduction. Methods and rates of 
transportation changed and the fact that freight 
assistance was available only on inland movement 
by rail tended to prevent the decrease of certain 
inland rates. Some inequities in the balance of 
costs to various destinations resulted, 


~The new policy would result in substantial 


reductions in the spread between balances of 
transportation costs payable by producers in 
various regions. This spread under the former 
policy ran from an excess of assistance paid over 
actual transportation cost of $1.80 to a balance 
of cost payable by local producers reaching 6.20 
in certain areas, Under the new policy the govern- 
ment sought to narrow this spread of about $8.00 
to $2.60 in Eastern Canada, and expected truck 

See aaerret to eventually reduce it to less than 
1.60. 


All regions of British Columbia would see their 
balance of cost reduced by #0.60, Northern Ontario 
and northwestern Quebec would benefit fron reductions 
reaching up to ¥3.60- There would be an appreciable 
reduction at most points north of the St. Lawrence, 
in various regions of the Maritimes farthest from 


July 30 


July 30 
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ports of entry and in some zones, in Newfoundland. 
Furthermore, in other regions. dn effort was made 


“to standardize balance of cost wherever possible, 


while ensuring a readjustment for destination 
points receiving assistance in excess of cost of 
transportation. 


Rates to the Maritimes were based on water move- 
ment. The government planned to keep a close 
watch on supplies as the season progresses and 
should stocks in storage in the area be inadequate 
by the close of navigation, the government was 
prepared to re-examine the matter . 


The new policy, which would come er effect on 
August 311961, was only an interim policy. The 
government was waiting for the report of the house 
committee on agriculture and the result of certain 
studies, before establishing a more permanent feed 
grain policy. ~ ‘ 


Moreover such a permanent policy would have to be 
coherently integrated with over-all legislation 
aimed at the agricultural renovation of Eastern 
Canada. (House of Commons ihe dst 


pitt Reet Proeramn! in Bae nicat ciswaris 
Minister of Agriculture Hays stated that he had 


arranged for PFRA to proceed immediately with an 
extension to the Meeting Lake cémmunity pasture 
which, along with some vacant capacity in the 
Sprit wood pasture, would enable PFRA to accomodate 
another 2,500 head of cattle. ~ - 


The Province of Saskatchewan was introducing a 
program of assisting in the transportation cost 


of moving fodder to the drought area, of moving 


haying machinery and of trucking cattle to feed. 
As was the case in 1961, the federal government 
would share the cost of this. with the province 
on a 50-50 basis. 


The community well-—drilling program was extended 
for the 1964-65 fiscal: year. Under this program 
the municipality pays 30 per cent of the cost and 


the provincial and federal governments share the 


balance. (P,.C. 1964-1163), 


Sour Cherry Support Price.- agriculture Minister 


Harry Hays announced a price support program 
for the 1964 sour cherry crop. 


August 18 
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The plan ealled for supporting sour cherry prices 
at 7.8 cents a pound, to producers, under the 
Agricultural Stabilization Act. This would be 
accomplished by direct payments of 1.3 cents a 
pound of cherries, to be made to producers who 
market their crop through processing plants. 

This would support sour cherry prices at 81 per 
cent of the 10-year average or base price, 


Mr,. Hays said a serious situation had developed 

in cherry marketing and that unless action were 
taken much of the Canadian crop would not be 
harvested because of price uncertainty. Practically 
all Canadian sour cherries are grown in Ontario 


-- and the crop is used almost entirely for processing, 


The Minister said that the crop is particular ly 


‘heavy both in Ontario and in the United States, 


The U.S. crop is harvested somewhat earlier than 
the Canadian crop. The market in the U.S. has been 
severely disrupted and the week of July 20-25 

it becanie apparent that a similar’ situation was 
developing in Canada, (P.C. 1964-1162). 


Interdepartmental Pesticide Canmittee.- The 


Minister of Kgriculture announced the formation 
of a federal Interdepartmental Committee on 
Pesticides (FICP). This action followed the 
recommendation of the House of Commons Special 
Committee on Food and Drugs which conducted 
hearings, in the fall of 1963, on the pesticide 
problem. The committee would give continuing 
attention to the pesticide problem in Canada, 


Dr. Robert Glen, Assistant Deputy Minister 
(Research) in the Department of Agriculture, was 
named: Chairman; its 12 other members represented 
federal departments and agencies that use 
pesticides, conduct research on pesticides, 
perform regulatory work in the pesticide field, 
or otherwise have an interest in the pesticide 
problem. These are the Departments of Agriculture, 
Fisheries, Forestry, National Defence, National 
Health and Welfare, Northern Affairs and National 
Resources, and the National Research Council, 

The comittee reports to the Cabinet through the 
Minister of Agriculture, 


August 20 


August .27 


August 28 
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The FICP was given broad terms of reference. It 
would keep the pesticide problem under regular 
review, co-operate with appropriate provincial 
authorities, advise on government participation 
in national and international developments, and 
consider the recommendations of the Special 
Committee on Food and Drugs. These recommenda— 
tions would concern research co-ordination and 
expansion, changes in legislation on control 

of pesticide use, new legislation on labelling 
and other action designed to reduce the hazards 
of pesticides while retaining their great benefits 
to Canadians. (Canada Department of Agriculture 
Release), 


Ontario Fodder Transport Assistance.- Agriculture 


Minister Hays announced that’ the Federal Government 
would share on a 50-50 basis the transportation 
cost paid by the Ontario Government on the move- 
ment of fodder into drought stricken areas of 


' Ontario, 


The drought areas to which the program would 

apply would be designated by the Ontario Govern- 
ment, which would be administering the aid program, 
ehetoe Department of Agriculture Release). 


Quebec Apple Marketing Agreement.~- The Minister 


of Agriculture was authorized to renew an agree— 


ment with the Co~operative Monteregienne of Rouge- 


mont for the marketing of the 1964 crop of Quebee~ 
grown apples for processing under the provisions 
of the Agricultural Products Co-operative 
Marketing Act. 


This processor, which markets apple juice, sauce, 
pulp and jelly, would make an initial payment to 
producers of 40 cents a bushel when delivered to 
the processing plant. The federal government 
guaranteed to make up the difference to the 
processor if the average selling price realized 
was less than the processing, carrying and selling 
costs up to a maximum of $2,15 a bushel plus the 
initial payment. So far, no liabilities were 
incurred by the government, Any final payments 
to producers would be pupdect to federal approval, 
(P.C, 1964-1330), 


Amendment of Subsidies on Feed Grains.- The 


Hon, Maurice Sauvé, Minister of Forestry informed 
the House of Commons that the government had 
authorized certain modifications to the interim 
feed grain assistance policy announced in the 
House on July 24, 1964. The modifications were 
as follows: 
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1. The new rates would become effective 
September 14, instead of August Shy 


ae A.new zoning system would be applied in 
all Eastern Canada. 


3. There would be no balance of transportation 
cost greater than $2 a ton, by the least- 
cost method of transporting 6raine 


4. The assistance provided for transportatio 
would remain, with adjustments within 
provinces to equalize balances of trans- 
portation cost where they exist, 


5. Separate and higher levels Uf assistance to © 
apply on millfeeds and screenings transported 
by rail or truck to certain Maritime 
destinations have. been provided for. 


6. A payment of storage costs in the Halifax 
elevator one month earlier in the fall than 
elsewhere in Eastern Canada was provided for 
because of the extra time required to build 
up stocks in that area for winter use. 
Storage payments at. Halifax would begin 
September 15 rather than the October 15 date 
which applied elsewhere in Eastern Canada, 


7. Separate and higher rates of assistance would 
- be paid.for the winter only on grain moved to 
_ certain Maritime destinations by rail during 
ay period December 1, 1964 to April 30, 

1965. | 


8, The rates announced for British Columbia on 
July 24,1964 would remain the same, 


The Minister stated that there appeared to be 
some misunderstanding with resnect to the new 
policy. It was an interim policy to make 
necessary adjustments and remove certain 
inequities in the policy which had been in 
effect up to date. He indicated that adoption 
of a permanent policy was awaiting the report of 
the House Committee on Agriculture on feed grain 
price differentials, which’ subject was referred 
to it.on June 24, 1964. (House of Cammons 


Debates), ~~ 


September 16 


September 17 


October 8 


on 
Amendment to Farm Improvement Loans Act.- Bill ~ 
No. C-119, an Act to amerid the Farm Improvement 
Loans act, was given first reading in the House 
of Commons on September 14 and received Royal 
Assent on September 16, The purpose of the 
amendment was to increase from 47,500 to $15,000 
the maximum amount of any loan that may be made 
to a borrower, under the Act, together with any 
amount owing in’ respect of other guaranteed farm 
improvement loans, to increase from $400,000 ,000 
to. $500,000 ,000 the aggregate principal amount, of. 
guaranteed bea that.may be made in the three— 
year loan period ending June 3%, 1965, to provide 
for a further three-year loan period ending June 
30, 1968, and to provide.that the aggregate 
principal amount of guaranteed loans that may be 
made in that. period shall. not exceed $700,000 ,000. 


(House of Commons Debates). 


Tobacco Marketing recone Neca - The 


-authority granted under, the Agricultural Products 


Marketing Act to the Ontario Flue-Cured Tobacco 
Growers! Marketing Board. for the marketing of 
flue-cured tobacco produced in the province of 
Ontario was extended. to April 30, 1965. 

(P,C. 1964-1433), 


Egg Deficiency Payment Announced. - The Hon, 
Harry W. Hays, Minister of Agriculture announced 


in the House of Commons that a deficiency payment 
of two cents a dozen would be paid on eggs marketed 
during the price support year ending September 


30, 1965. 


The national weighted average price received by 
producers for grade 4 large size eggs for the 12 
month period was 32ecents a dozen, or two cents 
below the support price of 34 cents. Producers 
are eligible to receive the deficiency payment 
on grade A extra large, grade A large and grade 
A medium size eggs, to a maximum of 4,000 dozen. 
Based on 1961 census information, it is estimated 
that the full year's production of about 95 per 
cent of the egg producers is less than the 4,000 
eligibility limit. Total payments would 
approximate $1.5. million. (House of Commons. 
Debates). 


October 9 


October 15 


October 15 


ys oe 


Change in Processed Fruit and Vegetable Regula 


tions.- Regulations governing processed fruits 
and vegetables uncer the Canada Agricultural 
Products Standards Act underwent some changes on 


‘October 28. The changes are designed to meet 


changing and improved canning techniques and the 
development of improved grade standards. Primarily 
affected are certain regulations governing 
tbelling, grade standards and drained weights, 
P.Ce 1964-1550)... 


Crop Insurance Act Amended,— Bill No. C-129, an 
amendment to the Crop Insurance Act, was given 


Royal Assent. The main provisions of the Act were 
to authorize the Governor in Council to enter into 
agreements for the purpose of establishing a crop 
reinsurance program to supplement provincial crop 
insurance plans; to provide for the establishment 
in the consolidated revenue fund of a special 
account, which would be..known as the crop re- 


Sistas: fund, to which would be credited amounts 


paid hy a beoevrice under a crop reinsurance agree- 
ment ard out of which would he paid amounts 
required for the payment of reinsurance claims; to 
authorize advances from time to time from the 
consolidated revenue fund by way of noninterest 
bearing loans to the crop reinsurance fund; and 


to-authorize the rebate, to.grain growers whose... 


grain is grown on insured lands, of sums paid by 
way of levy under the Prairie Farm Assistance Act, 
(House of Commons Debates), 


Provision of Credit for Purchases of Machinery vy 


Farm Machinery Syndicatese- Bill No. C-121, an 
Act to provide for the extension of credit to farm 


machinery syndicates was.given Royal Assent. The 
Act provides for the extension of credit to farm 
machinery syndicates for the purchase. of farm 
machinery and for the terms.and conditions of such 
loans, the amount of a loan-not to exceed 80 per 
cent of the actual price to the farm machinery 
syndicate of the farm machinery to be purchased 
with the loan; the Act provided also for the 
establishment in the consolidated revenue fund of 
a special account not to exceed 25,000,000 to 
which would be charged advances made to the Farm 
Credit Corporation and to which would be credited 
all moneys paid to the Receiver General by the 
corporation and for other financial provisions in 
relation to the said fund in connection with the 
administration of the measure. (House of Commons 
Debates). 


October 27 


Oetorer . 28 


hes 


Rates of Duty on Live Turkéyss~ In the light ©@ 
developments in the trade and the fact that the 
Government had received numerous representations 
concerning the rate of duty on. live turkeys, the 
Minister of Finance, Mr, W.L. Gordon, directed 

the Tariff Board to make a study and report under 
Section 4(2) of the Tariff Board Act on item 9a 


in so far as it related to live turkeys. The 


rates of duty on live turkeys were two cents a 
pound under the British Preferential and Most- 


- Favoured-Nation Tariffs and five cents a pound 


under the General Tariff. Thé Board was requés@ed* 
to submit its recommendations as soon as possible. 
(The Tariff Board), 


A ointment of Dr. B B. Mi Leov Tames Dr, Deb» 
Migicovsky, 49, an internationally—known bio- 


chamist,. has been appointed Assistant Director- 
General (Institutes) of the Research Branch, 
Canada Department of Agriculture. Drs tie Cocreiy 
who brings an impressive background of research 
and administrative experience to the post, 
formerly was chief of the Bicohemistry Section of 
the Branch's Animal Research Institute at Ottawa. 


A native of Winnipeg, his education includes a BSA 
degree in agricultural chemistry from the University 
of Manitoba; MS and PhD degrees in biochemistry 
from the University of Minnesota, and postdoctorate 
studies at the University of California. 


His outstanding career with CDA began in Ottawa in 
1940 when he was appointed animal nutrition 
chemist in charge of the newly-established vitamin 
assay laboratory, Overseas army service followed 
in 1942 and, after his discharge in 1945 with the 
rank of major, he returned to CDA and shortly 
afterwards transferred to the Chemistry Division 
of the Science Service, Named head of the Animal 
Chemistry Unit in 1955, Dr. Migicovsky was 
appointed chief of the Biochemistry Section in 


yb 


Development of a method for removing Strontium 

90 and Caesium 137 from milk was among his many 
achievements. that won him international recognition, 
Among his others were a study of the action of 
vitamin D, and a study of, te control of choles— 
terol Gen. needs which readived in the discovery 

of a naturally—occurring inhibitor produced by 

the liver, (Canada Department of Agriculture 

News). 


Nowenbews J) 


November 29. 


~ 2h =. 


Grain Board Appointment.- Victor Martens, 44, who 


has been associated with the Board of Grain © 
Commissioner's laboratory at ‘Winnipeg in can oy 


. and administrative capacities since 1940, has 


been appointed assistant-secretary of Sys Board. 
Mr, Martens, who was born in Russia and educated 


‘in Canada, headed the administration, crop surveys 


and ancillary services section of the Board's 


_ Grain Research’ Laboratory at the time of his new 


appointment, — _ (Department of Agriculture News) ¢ 


ARDA Conference.— A federal-provincial conference 


on ARDA, the Agricultural Rehabilitation and 
Development Act, was held’ in Montreal on November 
26 and 27, to petit Aon Ne terms of an agree- 
ment which would govern the direction of the $175 


mon ‘progranr fron April ae to April 1970. 


wa. The n new, ARDA agreement would Eemiace the first 
ARDA General Agreemen”, which e¢ame into effect in 
the autumn of 1962: Like the previous agreement, 


the new agreement include¢ provision for programs 


. of alternate land use, soil and water conservation 
and rural development, all aimed at improving 


‘ncame levels in me areas and improving resource 
development and use, 


The néw agreement differs from the previous one, 


mainly in that it makes mare specific provision 
for the kinds of projects. that can be undertaken. 
Sections of the new agreement also are intended 
to aim federal—provincial ARDA programs more 
directly toward the many areas and regions of 
Canada where extremely serious problems of rural 


unemployment, underemployment’, low income and poor 


opportunity exist. During the five years of the 

new agreement, a maximum of $25 million would be 
available annually from the federal government to 
earry out diverse projects of rural improvement, 

and the provinces may previde" about the same 

amount as their share-of the joint federaleprovincial 
program. The initiative for introducing, carrying 
out and administering all ARDA projects rests with 
the provinces, 


a further $50 million fund would be established 


under the new agreement, to be used for major 


_ programs where need appears greatest, The fund 


wuk be of special use in regions where low income 


te ah 


is particularly serious, and where budgets do 
not permit the large inputs needed for major 
rehabilitation and development programs for 
rural areas. (Department of Forestry). 


December 7 Wool Price Support.— Agriculture Minister 
Hays announced that wool would be supported 
on the deficiency payment basis at 60 cents 
a pound for the period April 1, 1964 to March 
31, 1965, This was the. same price as for 

previous year and about 137.3 per cent of the 
base price of 43.69 cents. 


The Agricultural Stabilization Board would pay 
to producers on all grades of wool except 
Rejects marketed through registered grading 
warehouses the difference between the support 
price and the average market price per pound 
(f.0.b, Toronto) for the basic grades Western 
Range Choice half blood staple and Eastern 
Domestic quarter blood staple, combined. 

CP. @ 1964-1948 ) © 


December 7 Lamb Price Support Program,- Lambs of Good 
and Choice quality would be supported at a 
prescribed price of $18.80 a hundredweight 
on a national average liveweight basis for 
the year beginning April 1, 1964. 


This was the same price as applied during 
the previous year and represented about 95,2 
per cent of the base price, national basis 
to producers which had been established at 
019.74 a hundredweight. (P,C. 1964-1947). 


December 10 Ontario Egg and Fowl Producers! Marketing 
Order.—- The Ontario Egg and Fowl Producers! 


Marketing Board was granted authority under 
the Agricultural Products Marketing Act, to 
regulate the marketing of Ontario produced 
eggs and fowl in the interprovincial and 
export trade. (P.C. 1964-1894). 


December 15 Egg Price Support.- Agriculture Minister 
Harry Hays announced that the Agricultural 
Stabilization Board was authorized to support 
the price of Grade A Large size eggs by a 
deficiency payment program for the period 
October 1, 1964 to September 30, 1965, ata 
national weighted average price to producers 


abu 


of 34 certs a dozen, the ‘same as in the 
preceding year. The support-price was 94.1 
per cent of the ten-year average base price 
of 36,13 cents as ‘compared’ to 92.1 cents of 
the preceding ‘head 


The Rerioaitunets Stabilization Board would 
limit the payments to be made on the deliveries 
of each producer up to a maximum of 4,000 

dozen Canada Grade A‘Extra:Large, Canada Grade 
A large and Canada Grade A Medium eggs marketed 
in the twelvé-month period October 1, 1964 to 
September 30, 1965, (P.C. 1964-1946). 
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PREFACE 


This publication, one of a series which began in 1952, is a chronological 
record of changes in federal policies affecting agriculture and of the more 
important events related to these policies. The material in the first five 
annual volumes was consolidated and published under the title, "Chronology of 
Canadian Agricultural Policies, 1952-1956". Since that time annual supplements 


have been issued. 


New legislation is listed only when it receives Royal Assent or is 
gazetted. 


The following abbreviations are used throughout the text: 
P.C. - Order in Council 
T.Be - Treasury Board Minutes, Department of Agriculture 
S.0.R. - Statutory Orders and Regulations 

An index follows the chronological section of the bulletin on page 26. 


The material was compiled by Mary A. Bradley, Economics Branch, Department 
of Agriculture. 
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1964 


December 23 


December 30 


1965 


January 11 


January 12 


A CHRONOLOGY FOR 196 


Canada Dairy Products Act Amended.- The Canada Dairy Products 
Regulations made by Order in Council P.C. 1954-1719, November 


18, 1964, were amended. The words "This certificate indicates 
the quality of the butter on the date graded" must now be 
placed across the face of every certificate for creamery butter. 


Cheddar cheese may now be pressed: 


(a) into a cylindrical shape, in hoops not more than 15 
inches in diameter at a height of 12 inches above 
the bottom of the hoops, inside measurements; or 


(b) into a block shape of approximately 40 pounds weight. 


Changes also were made in the regulations governing wrapping 
and marking of cheddar cheese. (P.C. 1964-1992) 


Canada Grain Act. Amended.=- The Board of Grain Commissioners 
amended sections of these Regulations respecting maximum 
tariffs for terminal elevators, terminal warehouse receipts, 
eastern warehouse receipts and transfer receipts. (SOR/65-61) 


Quarantine Station, Grosse Tle, Quebeco= The Minister of 
Agriculture announced that a maximum security quarantine 
station for livestock imports from certain European countries 
would be established at Grosse Ile, Quebec. 


In the past such importations have been prohibited for animal 
disease control purposes. Importation will make available to 
the Canadian livestock industry blood lines which could add 

to the economy and efficiency of Canadian livestock production. 
Canada Department of Agriculture, Press Release, No. P-4 


Cheese Factory Improvement.- A grant of approximately $11 
thousand to the Central Manufacturing Cheese and Butter Company 
of Stirling Ontario was authorized under authority of the 
federal Cheese Factory Improvement Act. This grant was 50 per 
cent of the cost of enlarging and refrigerating the plants 
ripening room. (Canada Department of Agriculture, Press Release, 
Noo P=7 
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January 14 Test Farm Contract Signed.~ The Minister of Agriculiure 
announced the signing of a contract that would put into 
operation the first of four special test farms proposed 
for Canada. The contract for the 200-acre test farm was fora 
period of three years beginning February 1, 1965. A herd of 
65 Holstein cows would be supplied by the Canada Department 
of Agriculture and the contractor would supply the land, 
buildings, equipment and labor... Operating costs, plus 
manegement fee, were estimated at $27,500 annually but this 
amount would be reduced by returns from sales of milk and 
calveso 


The test farm program is aimed at pointing the way to 
increased farm efficiency and revenue in areas where land is 
of marginal value. (Canada Department of Agriculture, Press 
Release, No. P~10) 


January 25 Second Long-Term Wheat Agreement With Mainiand China.- The 
Canadian Wheat Board announced that under the provisions of 
the Second Long-Term Wheat Agreement with China, a further 
Sales contract had been signed to provide for the export of 
700 thousand long tons, five per cent, more or less of wheat. 
Assuming the full tolerance is taken, this amounts.to slightly 
over 27 million bushels. 


Including this sales contract, total sales under the Second 
Long-Term Agreement amount to 2.8 million tons. Payment terms 
for sales under this Agreement are 25 per cent cash when each 
vessel is loaded and the balance of 75 perccent in 18 months 
with interest. The deferred payment provision is made possible 
by a guarantee to the Canadian Wheat Board by the Government of 
Canada. (Department of Trade and Commerce, News Release, 7/65) 


January 27 Supplementary Wheat Saie to Chinao- The Canadian Wheat Board 
announced that a sales contract, supplementary to the contract 
announced on January 25, 1965, was entered into with China for 
a further sale of 100 thousand long tons, 5 per cent more or’ 
less, of wheat to be shipped from Pacific Coast ports February 
through June. This supplementary contract amounts to approxi- 
mately 3.7 million bushels. (Department of Trade and Commerce, 
Press Release, 17330) | 


January 28 Ontario Tender Fruit Growers' Marketing-for-Processing QOrdere= 
An amendment to the aforesaid Order, extended for a 12-month 
period, until December 31, 1965, the authority of the Ontario 
Tender Fruit Growers’ Marketing Board to collect levies on 
fruit marketed. 


The rates were: 


$4.00 per ton on Barlett pears narketed 


S200 Ste cherries 
$2.00 " " " Kieffer pears Ir 
$2.00 " " peaches " 


January 28 World Food Program »«- The Agricultural Products Board was 
authorized to purchase up to 30 thousand cases of shell eggs 
for conversion to dried whole egg. The Board was to arrange 
for storage, transportation and processing of the shell eggs 
purchased, and of the dried whole egg. The dried whole egg 
was to be sold at the higher of seventy-five cents per pound 
or the world price. 


These eggs were part of Canada's contribution to the World 
Food Program. (P.-C. 1965-140) 


February 4 Animal Contagious Diseases Act Amendede- Amendments were made 
to the sections of these Regulations respecting quarantine, 
brucellosis - free listed herds and restricted areas. (SOR/65-64) 


February 11 Final Payment on Barley.- The Canadian Wheat Board announced 
the final payment on barley delivered to the Board during the 
1963-64 crop year. 


In 1963-64 producers delivered 88,848,812 bushels of barley to 
the Board and the total amount of the final payment to be 
distributed to producers was $20,092,945. The average final 
payment would be 22.6 cents per bushel compared with 18.2 
cents per bushel for the 1962-63 crop year. 


The rates of final payment for the principal grades of barley 
delivered by producers were: 


Grade Final Payment 


No. 3 Canada Western 6 Row 21,5786 cents per bushel 
Nos 3 Canada Western 2 Row 24.548 


No. 1 Feed 22-568 u nN " 
Noe 2 Feed 24.177 4 " " 
No. 3 Feed 26.157 , " s. 


(Canadian Wheat Board, Press Release ) 


February 19 Animal Contagious Diseases Acte- On February 19, 1965 the 
Minister of Agriculture revoked the prohibition of importation 
from the United States of bone meal, fertilizers and feeding 
stuffs for livestock containing savie meal. (Ministerial Order, 


SOR/65-89) 
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February 19 Farm Improvement Loans Act Amended.- Following these amendments 
a farmer may borrow up to? 


two-thirds of the purchase price of trucks and 
station wagons} 


three-quarters of the purchase price of all other 
items of machinery, implements and equipment; 


90 per cent of the cost of construction, repair 

or alteration of farm buildings as well as certain 
improvement to real estate, such as breaking and 
clearing of land, fencing and drainage. 


The maximum period over which a farmer may repay his loan 
depends on the purpose of the loan?: 


23 years for trucks and station wagons 
5 years for most other implements and appliances 
10 years for all other purposes 


The schedule of loan amount and repayment period was revised: 


Loan Amount Repayment Period 
$ 500 s years 
1,000 eM 
2,500 by aye 
5 000 Sais 
7 500 8 F 
10,000 Seon 
12,500 9% 
15,000 10 , 


(P.C. 1965-282) 


February 25 Seeds Act Amended»- Under the 1960 Seeds Reguiations, seeds 
in packages marked with the name of a grade must not contain 
any statement or guarantee as to purity or percentage of 
germination unless detailed information as to the name and 
number of noxious weed seeds, per unit weight, and the 
percentage of germination is shown correctly on the tag, 
label or container. 


The 1965 amendment prohibits a guarantee as to purity or 
percentage of germination unless the tag, label or container 
shows detailed information as to (1) the name and number of 
noxious weed seeds per unit weight and the percentage of 
germination, where the package is marked with a grade name 
other than "Canada Registered Substandard", or (2) the 
percentage of germination and the month and year of germi- 
nation test, where the package is marked with the name 
"Canada Registered Substandard". (P.C. 1965-322) 


March 1 


March 1 


March 2 
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ARDA Projects.- The Hon. Maurice Sauvé, Minister of Forestry, 
informed members of the House of Commons that from April 8, 1963 
to date, 120 projects had been approved in Quebec with the federal 
share of the cost being $5.6 million. 


In Ontario, 50 projects had been approved with the federal share 
being $2.9 million. (House of Commons Debates ) 


Prize Grants for Fairs and Exhibitions.- Agriculture Minister 
Harry Hays announced details of a new program of federal prize 
money for Canada's 134 major farm fairs and exhibitions. 


The federal Department of Agriculture would share equally in 
prizes ranging downwards from $150 for the top winner in the 
beef breeds and $125 for the best in dairy breeds. If a fair 
offered more than five prizes, the Department would share on a 
50-50 basis the additional cost, provided the sixth prize and 
subsequent prizes were of the same value as the fifth. To 
qualify, the fair's share of prize money offered in 1965 had 
to be at least equal that paid out in 1964 on cattle classes. 


Fairs and exhibitions would be required to show a minimum 
increase of five per cent in prize money paid in applicable 
classes over-each five-year period, as a condition of main- 
taining eligibility for prize money grants. (Canada Department 
of Agriculture, Press Release, Noe B27 } 


Final Wheat Board Payment on 1963-64 Wheat»- The Hon. Mitchell 


Sharp, Minister of Trade and Commerce informed the House of 
Commons that the Canadian Wheat Board had announced the final 
payment on wheat delivered to the Board during the 1963-64 
crop year. 


Including 43,425,117 bushels of Durum wheat, producers delivered 
a total of 563,875,208 bushels of wheat during the 1963-64 crop 
year. This was the largest volume of wheat ever delivered by 
producérs to the Board in a single crop year. 


The amount of the final payment to be distributed to producers 
was $271,964,204 This final payment was a record in the 
history of Board operationso 


The average final payment for wheat other than Durum was 48.725 
cents per bushel. The average final payment for Durum wheat 
was 42.317 cents per bushel. These average payments compare 
with 40.181 cents per bushel for grades of wheat other than 
Durum and 64.780 cents per bushel for Durum wheat delivered 

by producers in the 1962-63 crop year. 


Final payment on No. 1 Manitoba Northern was 46.893 cents per 
bushel which, along with the initial payment of $1.50 per 
bushel brought the final price to $1.969 compared with $1.871 
for the previous year. (Department of Trade and Commerce, 
News Release, No. 17/65) 


March 9 


March 12 


March 12 


March 25 
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Dairy Cattle R.O.P. Program.- A program of increased service 

to dairy farmers testing their cattle under the federai Record 
of Performance plan was announced by the Canada Department of 

Agriculture. 


Additional inspectors were to be hired which would ensure that 
each herd would receive a minimum of ten tests each year. 


The Department also announced certain changes in R.O-P. rules 
and fee schedules. Effective April 1, 1965 a basic annual 
herd entry fee of $35.00 would be charged to breeders partici- 
pating in the R.O.P. Program. There would be an additional 
charge of $1.00 for each cow in the herd. After April 1, 

the minimum size of herd accepted for R.O.P. testing would 

be 10 cows of the same breed. (The previous minimum was 

six.) This change would not apply to R.O.P. herds already 
under testing. Canada Department of Agriculture, Press 
Release, No. P42) 


Sales of Wheat and Flour to Bulgaria and Russia.- The Hon. 
Mitchell Sharp, Minister of Trade and Commerce, stated that 


the Canadian Wheat Board had announced a sale to the Soviet 
Union of 50 thousand long tons of flour, and at the same time 
a sale to Bulgaria of 50 thousand long tons of wheat, the two 
separate sales involve a total of approximately 4.3 million 
bushels of wheat. 


The sale of flour was for cash« The agreement provided for the 
shipment of the flour to Cuba from St. Lawrence ports during 
the period from May through to July, 1965. The sale of wheat 
to Bulgaria was for shipment from St. Lawrence ports during 
May 1965. This completed the second year of a three year 
agreement signed in October 1963. The sale to Bulgaria was 

on a credit basis, as authorized by the Government of Canada 
under the provisions of the Export Credits Insurance Act. 
(House of Commons Debates 


Sugar Beet Price Support.- The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board was authorized to support the 1965 sugar beet crop at 
$14.35 per standard ton of beets. 


The support level set by the Board represented 104 per cent 
of the 10-year average, or base, price of $13.83 per ton of 
beets yielding 250 pounds of sugar. 


This support price was to be effective for the 12-month period 
from September 1, 1965 to August 31, 1966. (P.Ce 1965-430) 


Ontario Bean Growers' Marketing Order.- The Marketing Order 
made on December 15, 1963 was revoked and a new Order made. 


This new Order extended until August 14, 1965, the authority 
of the Board to collect levies not exceeding seventy-seven cents 
for each one hundred pounds of beans marketed. (P.C. 1965-526) 


March 26 


March 30 
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New Dairy Policy.- A new interim dairy policy intended to 
provide a national average return to producers of $3.50 per 
hundredweight for domestically-used manufacturing milk was 
announcede This objective would be achieved through two 
programs: 


(1) A deficiency payment plan coupled with direct 
subsidy and export assistance designed to ensure 
a national average price of $3.30 per hundred= 
weight for domestically-used manufacturing milk 
and cream. 


(2) A supplementary payment to manufacturing milk and 
cream producers which, in total, would approximate 
the difference between the $3.30 support level and 
$3.50 per hundredweight of milk or cream equivalent, 
based on 1964-65 production of manufacturing milk. 


The supplementary payment would not be made to producers who 
marketed less than 10 thousand pounds of milk during 1964-65. 
The payment would range from 25 cents per hundredweight for 
the first 47,999 pounds of milk marketed down to 10 cents per 
hundredweight for all milk marketed in excess of 95,999 pounds. 


The interim policy would apply for the ll-month period starting 
May 1, 1965. This would facilitate a revision in the dairy 
support year to bring it more in line with the milk production 
cycle. It would begin April 1 starting in 1966. (Canada 
Department of Agriculture, Press Release, No. P-38 ) 


Final Payment for 1963-64 Oat Crop.- The Canadian Wheat Board 


announced the final payment on oats delivered to the Board 
during the 1963-64 crop year. 


During the crop year producers delivered 48,272,022 bushels of 
oats to the Board and the total amount of the final payment 
distributed to producers was $4,707,003. This payment repre- 
sented the net returns of the Canadian Wheat Board from the 
marketing of oats for the 1963-64 crop year. The average 
final payment was 9.751 cents per bushel as compared to 12.375 
cents per bushel for the 1962-63 crop year. 


The rates of final payment for the principal grades of oats 
delivered by producers were: 


Grade Final Payment 
Noe 2 Canada Western 9.154 cents per bushel 
No. 3 Canada Western 9.018" ¥ : 
Extra No. 1 Feed 8.979" 1" it 
No. 1 Feed 9.996 a 0 rT 
No. 2 Feed 11.923 " rT it 


(Canadian Wheat Board, Press Release) 
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Horid 2 Wool Deficiency Payment.- Agriculture Minister Harry Hays 
announced that a deficiency payment of 12.3 cents per pound 
would be made on the 1964-65 wool clip. 


The volume of wool graded and eligible for payment under the 
1964-65 price support program amounted to slightly under 4.7 
million pounds for the 12-month period ended March 31, 1965. 
Payments to producers would total about $576 thousand. 


For the previous support year a deficiency payment of 14.3 
cents per pound was paid on 4.9 million pounds. The deficiency 
payment was the difference between the support price of 60 
cents a pound and the average price received by producers, 
basis Toronto, for the basic grades, Western Range Choice 

half blood staple, and Eastern Domestic quarter blood staple. 
(Canada Department of Agriculture, Press Release, No. P-43 


April 5 Opening of Parliament.- The speech from the throne at the 
opening of the third session of the 26th Parliament of Canada 
forecast new legislation and amendments to some present legis- 
lation related to agriculture. Items of particular interest 
to agriculture were: (1) improved measures for regional 
development , (2) improved measures for redevelopment of rural 
areas , (3) an expanded program for agricultural manpower, (4) 
creation of a fund for rural economic development, t6) amend= 
ments to the legislation regarding ARDA, (6) new policies to 
enable farmers generally to achieve larger and more reliable 
incomes so that their living and working standards would be 
comparable to those enjoyed by other sectors of the economy, 
(7) measures of special assistance to the family farm in both 
eastern and western Canada, (8) a comprehensive measure to 
make possible the development, in co-operation with the 
provinces, of new national policies for major farm products, 
including the establishment of a Canadian Dairy Commission, 
(9) amendments to the Veterans' Land Act, and (10) legislation 
to reform public regulation of the railways and to facilitate 
the adaptation of the railway system to present and future 
needs. (House of Commons Debates ) 


April 14 Hog Price Support.- During the 1965 calendar year, the 
deficiency payment method of price support for hogs, was 
continued by the Agricultural Stabilization Board. The 
support price remained unchanged at $23.65 per hundredweight 
for Grade A hogs on a national basis. 


The level of support set by the Board represented 89.4 per 
cent of the 10-year average, or base, price of $26.44 per 
hundredweight. 


The producer eligibili limit remained at 100 hogs graded 
A or Bo (PeCo 1965-690 
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April 15 Farm Credit Corporation.=- During the fiscal year ended 
March 31, 1965, the Farm Credit Corporation approved 10,142 
loans amounting to $154,814 thousand. This, compared with 
the previous high of 8,689 loans totaling $108,009 thousand 
set in 1964, was an increase of 16.7 per cent in the number 
and 44.3 per cent in the amount. 


The latest addition to the farm credit "family" - the Farm 
Machinery Syndicates Credit Act - came into being late in 
1964. By the end of March 1965, 22 syndicates had been set 
up involving 81 farmers. They had obtained approval of loans 
amounting to $215,404 for purchase of about 100 items of 
machinery and equipment. (Canada Department of Agriculture, 
News, No. 1111) 


April 22 Farm Improvement Loans Act Amended.- The Regulations made by 
Order in Council, P-C. 1965-282, February 19, 1965 were amended 
by Order in Council, PC. 1965-713, April 22, 1965. 


The amendment extended the repayment period from four to five 
years on loans made for bee keeping. These loans are not 
subject to the schedule of loans and repayment periods set 
out in Section 6 of the Regulations. (PC. 1965-713) 


Apri lie22 Manitoba Crop Reinsurance Agreement.- On May 24, 1961, the 
_ governments of Manitoba and Canada entered into an agreement 


for the operation of a crop insurance scheme in that province. 


The Crop Insurance Act was amended in 1964 and now provides 
for the Minister of Agriculture to enter into an agreement 
with a province to provide for reinsurance of portions of the 
liability of the province in lieu of making loans to the 
province. 


On April 22, 1965, the governments of Manitoba and Canada 
entered into an agreement for reinsurance for that province. 


(PoCe 1965-699) 


April 26 Agriculture in the Budget.- The Minister of Finance, Walter 
Gordon brought down the 1965-66 federal budget. He proposed 
changes in capital cost allowances to help farmers who were 
facing difficulty in marketing corn and other grain crops in 
areas where there was a shortage of grain storage facilities. 
A proposed amendment to the Income Tax Act would permit a 
farmer to deduct from his taxable income amounts spent for 
clearing land or laying drainage tile. (House of Commons 
pabateey 


April 26 International Wheat Agreement Extended.- It was announced 
in the House of Commons that the Canadian Ambassador to the 


United States signed on behalf of the Government of Canada a 
Protocol extending the current International Wheat Agreement 
without amendment for one year to July 31, 1966. The member- 
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ship of the present agreement comprises ten exporting and 
thirty-nine importing countries. The price range was established 
at a maximum of $2.025 (U.S. currency) and a minimum of $1.625 
(US. currency ) per bushel for No. 1 Manitoba Northern basis in 
store Fort William/Port Arthur. 


Under the Agreement, exporting countries undertake to provide 
to member importing countries the average of their commercial 
purchases from them over a base period when prices are at a 
maximum; importing countries undertake to purchase a specified 
percentage of their total commercial requirements from member 
exporting countries when prices are within the price range but 
below the maximum. (Department of Trade and Commerce, News 
Release, 30/65) 

April 29 Animal Contagious Diseases Act Amended.=- Authority was granted 

to amend these Regulations as made by Order in Council, PC. 

1954-1968. Under section 63 of the Regulations, cattle six 

months old or over, excluding steers, spayed heifers and cattle 

for immediate slaughter, imported into Canada, must be accom- 

panied by a certificate showing date of birth of the animal. 

The certificate must also show (1) that the animal was officially 

vaccinated between the ages of six through eight months, and not 

more than 22 months immediately preceding the date of importation, 

together with the date of vaccination, or (2) that the animal 

was subjected to a specific blood test. Under this amendment, 

the Regulations apply to animals wnder thirty months of age 

only. The certificate must show that the animal was vaccinated, 

not earlier than four and not later than nine months after 

birth and the exact date of vaccination. (P.C. 1965-762) 


April 29 Export Assistance on Cheese.- The Agricultural Stabilization 
Board announced that export assistance for cheddar cheese 
manufactured on or after May 1, 1965 would be increased from 
two to four cents per pound. (Canada Department of Agriculture, 
Press Release, No. P-58) 


May 10 Canadian Livestock Showcase.- Agriculture Minister Harry Hays 
announced the official opening of the "Canadian Livestock 
Showcase" at the Central Experimental Farm at Ottawa. 


The showcase comprised 10 representative females from each of 
the four major dairy herds - Holstein, Ayrshire, Guernsey and 
Jersey o 


The purpose of the Livestock Showcase is to show visitors from 
abroad a sample of quality dairy animals available on Canadian 
farms ‘and to promote exports. (Canada Department of Agriculture, 
Press Release, Noe P-62 
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May 11 Destructive Insect and Pest Act.- In the past, importation of 
plants with soil has been allowed from certain European countries 
which maintained cultural and sanitary control practices considered 
by Canadian control authorities to be adequate protection against 
the introduction of serious plant pests and diseases. Despite 
precuations a large number of serious pests not known to occur 
in Canada have been found in soil accompanying plants from 
Burope - . 


Therefore, the Minister of Agriculture was authorized to amend 
the above Regulations in order to lessen and if possible prevent 
the introduction of pests into Canada. (PC. 1965-854) 


May 13 Ontario Cheese Producers Marketing Order.- An amendment to the 


aforesaid Order authorized the Ontario Cheese Producers! Marketing 
Board to collect levies at the rate of nine-tenths of 

a cent per pound of cheese marketed for an additional 12-month 
period ending April 30, 1966. (PC. 1965-863) 


May 19 Cattle Imports From France.- Permits were issued to 67 Canadian 
cattlemen for importing 124 pure blood line cattle from France. 


Most of the cattle were Charolais. Owners would take delivery 
in the spring of 1966 marking the first time that this breed 
had been brought directly to Canada from Burope. This was 
prevented in the past by regulations designed to prevent the 
spread of foot-and-mouth disease. (Canada Department of 
Agriculture, Press Release, No. P~71) 


May 19 PFAA Payments.- The Hon. L. Be Pearson, Prime Minister, informed 
the House of Commons that to date PFAA payments for 1964 totaled 
$10.5 million. In a number of eligible areas, unfavourable 
weather conditions delayed harvesting operations, and field 
inspections could not be made until spring. When the claims 
for these areas were finally processed the total amount of 
payments exceeded the estimated cost by approximately $1 million. 
Arrangements were made to transfer funds to the Prairie Farm 
Emergency Fund from which payments are made. (House of: Commons 
Debates ) 


May 20 Saskatchewan Crop Reinsurance Agreement.= On June 1, 1962 the 
governments of Saskatchewan and Canada entered into an agreement 
for the operation of a crop insurance scheme in the Province of 
Saskatchewan. 


In 1964 the Crop Insurance Act was amended to authorize the 
Minister of Agriculture to enter into an agreement with a 
province to provide for reinsurance of portions of the lia- 
bility of the province in lieu of making loans to it. 


On April 15, 1965, the governments of Saskatchewan and Canada 
entered into an agreement for reinsurance in that province. 


(P.C.o 1965-911) 
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May 20 Manufacturing Milk and Cream Price Stabilization Order.- 
Authority was granted the Agricultural Stabilization Board 


to support the price of manufacturing milk and cream during 
the period from May 1, 1965 to March 31, 1966. 


The prescribed price for manufacturing milk was $3.30 per 
hundredweight which was approximately 124 per cent of the 
base price of $2.66 per hundredweight. 


The payment was limited to producers who did not normally 
deliver any portion of their milk for sale in the fluid milk 
market except in British Columbia where milk is delivered on 
a pool basis. (P.C. 1965-910) 


May 20 Butter Price Support.- The Agricultural Stabilization Board 
was authorized to purchase Canada First Grade creamery butter, 
40-93 score or higher, at 53 cents per pound for the month of 
April 1965 and at 55 cents per pound for the period from May 1, 
1965 to March 31, 1966. The support prices were approximately 
90.9 and 94.3 per cent of the base prices for these periods 
respectively. (PC. 1965-912) 


May 20 Cheese Price Support.- The Agricultural Stabilization Board 
was authorized to purchase Canada First Grade cheddar cheese 
during the 12-month period commencing April 1, 1965. 


During the month of April 1965, the Board offered to purchase 
this quality of cheese at 32.5 cents per pound and for the 
remainder of the period at 35 cents per pound, basis delivery 
Montreal and Belleville. 


The said prices were approximately 96.6 per cent and 104 per 
cent of the base prices respectively. (PC. 1965-913) 


May 20 Butterfat Price Stabilization Order.=- Authority was granted 
to the Agricultural Stabilization Board to make a payment on 
a butterfat basis on milk and cream delivered by producers for 
the manufacture of creamery butter. The effective period of 
this program was May 1, 1965 to March 31, 1966. 


The authorized payment was 10.9 cents per pound of butterfat 
to be paid to producers who delivered milk and cream for the 
manufacture of creamery butter but did not normally deliver 
any portion of their milk for sale in the fluid milk market 
except in the Province of British Columbia where milk is 
delivered on a pool basis. 


This payment raised the prescribed price of butterfat in 
creamery butter to 77.4 cents per pound which was approximately 
109.6 per cent of the base price. (PC. 1965-914) 
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May 27 Ontario Wheat Producers' Marketing Order.- On May 22, 1964, 
under authority of the Agricultural Products Marketing Act, 


the Ontario Wheat Producers' Marketing Board was authorized 
to raise the levy collected on wheat marketed from nine to 15 
cents per bushel. It was granted authority to collect this 
levy until June 30, 1965. 


On May 27, 1965 the Board was granted an extension to June 

30, 1966 of its authority to collect a levy on wheat marketed 
from persons engaged in the production or marketing of Ontario 
grown wheat. The levy remained unchanged from the previous 
yeare 


The authority was originally granted in 1958 and has been 

renewed annually since that time. Proceeds of the levy may 

be used for creation of reserves, payment of expenses or 

losses, and equalization of returns to producers. (P.-C. 1965-962) 


May 27 Dry Skim Milk Purchase and Resale Order.- The Agricultural 
Products Board received authorization to purchase up to 75 


million pounds of spray process dry skim milk at a price not 
exceeding 11 cents per pounde The Board was to ensure storage 
and transportation of the dry skim milk held by it and to sell 
any of this product which was either held by the Board or 
purchased, for shipment to approved destinations at a price 

of not less than seven cents per pound. (PoC. 1965-963) 


May 27 Evaporated and Condensed Milk Purchase and Sale Order.- The 
Agricultural Products Board was authorized to purchase up to 


35 million pounds of evaporated and condensed milk at a price 
not exceeding eight cents per pound and to sell evaporated and 
condensed milk for shipment to approved destinations at a price 
not less than five cents per pound. (PC. 1965-964) 


May 27 Dry Whole Milk Purchase and Sale Order.- The Agricultural 
Products Board was authorized to purchase up to 30 million 


pounds of dry whole milk at a price not exceeding 25 cents per 
pound and to sell dry whole milk for export to approved desti- 
nations at a price not less than 17 cents per pound. EP. 1965-965) 


June 3 Exhibition Grants Regulations Amended.- Section 3 of these 
Regulations comprises a list of spring and winter fairs. 


Section 5 specifies conditions that must be met before a fair 
is included in this list. These Regulations were amended by 
adding Section 5&4 which authorizes the Director to add the 
Atlantic Winter Fair to the list in Section 3. 


For purposes of the Regulations, "Director" means Director of 
the Livestock Division, Production and Marketing Branch, 
Department of Agriculture. UP. Cz: 1965-1008) 


June 10 


June 18 


June 18 
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Feed Grain Assistance Regulations Amended.- The Minister of 
Forestry was authorized to amend these Regulations as made by 


Order in Council, P.-C. 1964-1350, August 28, 1964. 


For purposes of these Regulations "Director" now means the 
Director of Feed Grain Assistance Programs, Department of 
Forestry. 


The section of these Regulations respecting payment of 
assistance on Western grown wheat, oats and barley stored 

in Eastern Canada was also amended. When grain is initially 
stored in a vessel approved by the Minister as a place to 
supplement licensed Eastern elevator storage, the Minister 
of Forestry may pay assistance in the amount of three cents 
per bushel for the total period that the grain is held in 
storage in Hastern Canada. Prior to this amendment a rate 
of one-thirtieth of a cent per bushel per day was paid on 
all grain held in approved places of storage for a specified 
period of time. 


The schedule of rates of transportation assistance was also 
revised. (P.-C. 1965-1063) 


Income Tax Act Amended.- An amendment was made in the Regu- 


lations respecting the computation of income from business 
or propertyo 


A taxpayer may now deduct from his income expenditures for a 
building or other structure included in Class 3 or 6 of 
Schedule B that is designed for the purpose of storing graine 
This building must not have been used for any purpose before 
it was acquired by the taxpayer and it must have been acquired 
in the taxation year or in one of the three immediately 
preceding taxation years, at a time after April 30, 1965 but 
before January 1, 1967. 


The deduction for the above must be the lesser of: 


(a) 22 per cent of the capital cost where the property 
is included in Class 3 or 20 per cent if in Class 
63 or 


(b) the undepreciated capital cost to him as of the end 
of the taxation year (before making any deduction 
under this paragraph for the taxation year) of 
property of the Class. (P.C. 1965-1118) 


Alberta Crop Insurance Agreement.=- The province of Alberta 
entered into a crop insurance agreement with the federal 
government for the 1965 crop year. 


Crop insurance was offered on wheat, oats and barley in three 
selected areas. (PC. 1965-1094) 
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June 28 Income Tax Act Amended.- This Act was amended to permit a tax= 
payer to deduct, in computing his income for a taxation year 
from a business that is farming, amounts paid by him in the 
year for clearing land, levelling land or laying drainage tile 
for the purpose of carrying on the farming business. 


A taxpayer may elect between making this deduction or the 
alternative of making a deduction of one-tenth of that amount 
in computing his income for that taxation year and a like 
deduction in computing his income for each of the nine 
immediately following taxations years. This legislation will 
be applicable to the 1965 and subsequent taxation yearse 
(Bill C-118, House of Commons) 


June 29 Veterans' Land Act Amended.=- The final date for qualification 
under this Act remains October 31, 1968. The 1965 amendment 
stipulated that new applicants for loans must apply by March 
31, 1974, and that expenditures related to such loans must 
commence by March 31, 1975. Applications for additional loans 
from veterans on a subsisting contract must be received by 
March 31, 1977, and expenditures on such loans must commence 
by March 31, 1978. Re-establishment credit and training 
benefits which were previously required to be repaid before 
financial assistance could be approved, may now be repaid as 
part of the loan. 


The amendment to Part III of the Act increased the maximum 
loan for commercial farms from $20,000 to $40,000, repayable 
over a period of 30 years from the date of the last loan. 
Within the aforesaid time limit, additional loans can be made 
provided the total remaining debt does not exceed the maximum 
of $40,000 at any time. Interest on the first $20,000 less 
the amount owing under Part I remains at five per cent but the 
remainder in excess of $20,000 is at a rate similar to that 
periodically established for such loans by the Farm Credit 
Corporation. 


Veterans settled on small family farms may now receive loan 
assistance up to $18,000 (previously $12,000) less the 
remaining indebtedness from previous loans. Now these loans 
may be used for the same purposes as for economic farm units 
including the payment of debts. The repayment period is 30 
years from the date of the last loan. The interest rate 
remains at five per cent over the repayment period. 


Part III assistance available to part-time farmers was increased 
from $6,000 to $10,000 of which the veteran is required to 
provide in cash or equity one dollar for every five borrowed. 
Maximum loans and advances are now $16,000. 


A capital fund of $380 million provides the basis for loaning 
activity under the Act. (Veterans! Land Act, June 29/65) 


June 30 


June 30 


July 6 


July 14 


July 19 
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Ontario Bean Growers' Marketing Ordere- The aforesaid Order 
was amended to authorize the Ontario Bean Growers! Marketing 


Board to collect levies at a rate not to exceed seventy-seven 
cents for each one hundred pounds of beans marketed. This 
amendment gave the Board a 12-month extension of authority 
until August 14, 1966. (PC. 1965-1191) 


Farm Credit Appeal Boards Establishedo- The Farm Credit 
Corporation established loan appeal boards across Canada 


to enlist the advice of farmers in administering federal 
farm credit programs. 


A board was established in every province except Newfoundland. 
Three-member boards will hear appeals from any person or group 
dissatisfied with the FCC decision on any application for a 
loan under the Farm Credit Act or the Farm Machinery Syndicates 
Act. (Canada Department of Agriculture, Press Release, No. P-89) 


Eastern Drought Aid From PFRA.- It was announced that eight 
trucks each carrying one mile of irrigation pipe, were on their 
way from Western Canada to aid drought striken areas of é@astern 
Ontario and westem Quebec. 


The PFRA outfits would be used to irrigate cash crops, fill 
farm ponds and wells and generally relieve severe water 
ey saa (Canada Department of Agriculture, Press Release, 
No ° P=92 d 


Feed Grain Assistance Regulations Amendedo- The Minister of 
Forestry was authorized to amend Item 5 of the schedule of 
assistance rates respecting shipments of feed grains to Prince 
Edward Islaride 


Assistance on shipments to all destinations in that Province 
with the exception of those between the meridian line passing 
through the western boundary of Summerside and the meridian 
line passing through the eastern boundary of Charlottetown 
were increased from $15.60 to $16.00 per tone (PC. 1965-1280) 


Initial Grain Payments.- The Hon. Mitchell Sharp, Minister of 
Trade and Commerce, announced that the initial payments for 
the basic grades of Western wheat, oats and barley delivered 
during the 1965-66 crop year would be at the same level as in 
the preceding crop yeare 


The initial payments, effective August 1, 1965, were for wheat: 
$1.50 per bushel basis No. 1 Manitoba Northern, in store Fort 
William/Port Arthur or Vancouver; for oats: 60 cents per bushel 
basis No. 2 Canada Western, in store Fort William/Port Arthur; 
for barley: 96 cents per bushel, basis No. 3 Canada Western 
six-row, in store Fort William/Port Arthur. 
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July 21 Beef Herd Improvement.- Agriculture Minister Harry Hays 
announced new financial assistance to help beef cattle 
farmers take ‘part in a bull progeny test program to be 
carried out at approved commercial feeding lots. 


This program is intended to assist the producer who owns 
a bull, buys the services of a bull or buys semen from an 
Artificial Insemination unit to test the suitability of 
that bull for building up his beef herd. 


The Minister also announced that agreement in principle was 
reached on uniformity of testing and reporting at bull testing 
stations, which are operated by the provinces. Canada 
Department of Agriculture, Press Release, No. P-100) 


July 21 Quebec and Ontario Crop Loss Assistance.~- The federal govern- 


ment entered into separate agreements with the governments of 
Ontario and Quebec, to assist farmers in the drought areas of 
these provinces secure feed for cattle. 


Farmers would be able to purchase fodder and feed grains at 
subsidized prices. The subsidy rates would be $30 per ton of 
concentrate and $15 per ton of hay. The cost would be shared 
equally by the federal and provincial governments. 


Farmers would be entitled to subsidized feed based on the 
difference between the 1965 season productivity level and the 
normal productivity level in their respective areas. The total 
entitlement would depend upon the number of forage-eating 
animals normally overwintered by the farmer. (Canada Department 
of Agriculture, Press Release, Nos. ‘P-101 and P-102) 


July 22 Sheep Industry Assistance.- Federal assistance in the cost of 
transporting sheep for breeding purposes would be continued for 
another three years, until the end of the 1967-68 fiscal yearo 


In 1960, a five-year federal-provincial program was introduced 
to provide assistance in the movement of commercial ewes and 
ewe lambs to sheep-deficient areas for breeding purposes. The 
program applied to the transport of sheep within western Canada, 
from western to eastern Canada, and from Quebec to the Atlantic 
Provinces and Ontario. The federal government contributes up 
to 50 per cent of the transportation costs, with its share 
matching that of a participating province. 


Shipments qualifying for assistance must meet four requirements: 
the sheep must be purchased by actual producers for breeding 
purposes; selection of animals must be approved by the provincial 
department of Agriculture; there must be at least 100 ewes or 

ewe lambs in any one shipment, and the shipping distance must 
not be less than 200 miles by the shortest route. (TB. 642651) 


July 23 


July 23 


July 23 


July 28 


July 28 
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Milk and Cream Producers Supplementary Payment Regulations 
(1965).- The Minister of Agriculture was authorized to pay 

all eligible producers of manufacturing milk and cream delivered 
at the plant: (a) 25 cents per hundredweight for amounts up 

to 47,999 pounds, (b) 20 cents per hundredweight for amounts 
from 48 thousand pounds to 95,999 pounds; and (c) 16 cents 

per hundredweight for amounts in excess of 95,999 pounds. 

(PoC. 1965-1306) 


Manitoba Meat Inspection.- The Minister of Agriculture was 
authorized to enter into an agreement with the Province of 
Manitoba whereby the federal government would provide meat 
inspection services to that province. The cost of this 
service would be recovered from the province at the rate of 
$1 for each unit inspected. 


The agreement made provision for continuing review and revision 
of charges to be levied to ensure that these charges approximate 
the actual cost of the service renderedo (P.C. 1965-1305) 


Sudan-Sorghum Hybrid Seed Order (1965) o- The Agricultural 
Preducts Board was authorized to purchase and import up to 


72 thousand pounds of Sudan-Sorghum Hybrid seed at a price 
not exceeding 20 cents per pound, f.o.b. Ottawa. The Board 
was to store, transport and enter into contracts for the 
storage and transportation of this seed. Authority was 
granted to the Board to sell the aforesaid seed at a price 
not less than 15 cents per pound. (P.C. 1965-1307) 


Destructive Insect and Pest Act Amended.- The aforesaid 
Regulations have been amended in an effort to control and if 
possible eradicate the Golden Nematode. 


Inspectors would be authorized to destroy, treat or disinfect 
any plant, soil or plant container which is infested or 
infected with any pest or disease. The cost of any destruction, 
treatment or disinfection and any damage would be the respon- 
sibility of the owner. However, the Minister of Agriculture 
May authorize payment of any cost where destruction, treatment 
or disinfection was done as a result of a finding or suspicion 
of the presence of the Golden Nematode. 


If the Minister has prohibited the removal from or the movement 
within an area of any vegetation, vegetable or other matter 
that would result in the spread of any insect, pest or disease, 
only persons with permission of an inspector or designated by 
the Minister may move these specified items. (PoC. 1965-1356) 


Exhibition Grants Regulations.- The aforesaid Regulations 
authorize provision of prize list grants for the showing of 


cattle but make no provision for grants for other livestock. 
The Minister was authorized to amend these Regulations to 
authorize provision of prize list grants for showing of all 
livestock. (P.C.o 1965-1357) 


July 28 


August 10 


August 11 


August 25 


August 25 
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Canada Grain Act Amended.- Parts I, II and III of Schedule A 


of these Regulations respecting fees of the Board were amended 
by the Board of Grain Commissioners. The Board also published 
in consolidated form regulations made under the Canada Grain 
Act to be effective on August 1, 1965. (SOR/65-389 and 390) 


Holstein Exhibit to France.= Twenty Canadian Holsteins left 


Toronto by plane to begin a two-month tour of France. 


The purpose of this travelling exhibit was to acquaint French 
dairy farmers with Canadian dairy cattle in order to develop a 
market for Canadian breeding stock in that country» 


The cattle were to spend the first two weeks in Le Touquet 
quarantine station. On September 1, the tour would be 
officially opened at Amiens. 


The herd consisted of two bulls, five two-year-old heifers, 
and 13 cows all of which would be sold in November in France. 
(Canada Department of Agriculture, Press Release, Noe P-112) 


Wheat Sale to USSR.- The Canadian Wheat Board announced the 


sale of 4.6 million tons of wheat and 400 thousand tons of wheat 
in the form of flour to the USSR. This was the equivalent of 
approximately 187 million bushels of wheat. 


The wheat and flour were purchased for cash, and delivery would 
be made during the period from August 1965 to July 1966. 


This contract was in addition to the sale of 700 thousand tons 
of wheat and 20 thousand tons of flour to the USSR and other 
smaller contract quantities this year. 


Total purchases from Canada by the USSR for delivery in the 
current crop year (August 1, 1965 to July 31, 1966) were 
approximately 222 million bushels. (Canadian Wheat Board, 
Press Release 


Lamb Price Stabilization Order.- During the 12-month period 
commencing April 1, 1965, the Agricultural Stabilization Board 
was authorized to support the price of lambso 


The prescribed price of $18.80 per hundredweight, live weight, 
national basis for Good lambs or better was approximately 95 
per cent of the base price of $19.79 for this grade of lambs 
on the same basis. (P.Co 1965-1575) 


Wool Price Support.- The Agricultural Stabilization Board was 
authorized to support the price of wool on a deficiency payment 
basis at 60 cents per pound for the period April 1, 1965 to 
March 31, 1966. This price was the same as for the previous 
year and about 137.7 per cent of the base price of 43.56 cents. 
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The Board would pay to producers on all grades of wool, 

except Rejects, marketed through registered grading warehouses 
the difference between the support price and the average market 
price per pound Ufrae Be Toronto) for the basic grades Western 
Range Choice half blood staple and Eastern Domestic quarter 
blood staple. (PC. 1965-1576) 


August 25 Destructive Insect and Pest Regulations.~ The discovery of 

the Golden Nematode in certain land districts of Vancouver 
Island in the Province of British Columbia made it necessa 

to prohibit the removal from these areas of’ a) soil, nf 
plants as defined in the Destructive Insect and Pest Regulatipns, 
and (c) containers, machinery and equipment, containing soil or 
sand or to which soil or sand adheres, without the approval of 
an inspector under the Destructive Insect and Pest Act. 


(Ministerial Order SOR/65-409) 


Fruit, Vegetables and Honey Regulations Amended.- The Minister 


August 26 


of Agriculture was authorized to amend the aforesaid Regulations 
as made by Ministerial Order on March 1, 1965. 


Sections governing Canadian fruit and vegetable standards, 
packages and marking of packages were revoked as well as 
Schedules A. and B respecting grade standards of fresh fruit 
and vegetables and dimensions and capacities for standard 
packages. 


A number of amendments were made by changing the word “produce” 
to read extracted honey. (Ministerial Order 65/413) 


september 2 Seeds Regulations Amended.- Section 2 of these Regulations 
comprises interpretation of words and phrases used in the 
Regulations. An amendment was made to this Section by adding 
paragraphs containing definitions of Canada pedigree grade, 
foundation and pedigree status, with respect to seed. 


The addition of these new definitions effected a number of 
editorial changes throughout the Regulations. (P.Ce 1965-1597) 


New Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Regulations.- The Minister of 
Agriculture was authorized to make regulations governing the 
marketing of fresh fruit and vegetables which would go into 
effect September 15, 1965. 


September 2 


Unlike the regulations they supercede the new ones have been 
established under the Canada Agricultural Products Standards 
Act. This was done as part of a plan to bring under one act 
all regulations dealing with the marketing of agricultural 
products for which the Department of Agriculture is responsible. 


Licensing of fruit and vegetable dealers and grading and sale 
of honey will be continued for a short time under the Fruit, 

Vegetable and Honey Act before being transferred to the CAPS 

Acto 
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The new regulations provide grade standards for 30 kinds of 
fruit and vegetables of commercial significance in Canada 
and set marking, packaging and inspection requirements for 
the produce in interprovincial, export and import trade. 
(P.C. 1965-1599 and Canada Department of Agriculture, 

News, Noe 1132) 


September 2 ARDA Agreement Signed.- All provinces signed a new federal- 
provincial ARDA rural development agreement covering the 
period 1965 to 1970. The new agreement authorizes the federal 
government to spend up to $25 million a year instead of up to 
$20 million a year as authorized under the former agreement. 

A special fund for rural economic development provides the 
program with a further $50 million of federal funds. 


A new system of administration is possible under the new 
agreement, whereby provincial ARDA programs will be examined 
on a yearly program basis, rather than the federal government 
reviewing each project individually as under the first agree- 
ment. (Canada Department of Forestry, News Release) 


September 8 Income Tax Act.- Income Tax Regulations were amended to allow 
a taxpayer, in computing his income, to make a deduction not 
exceeding 10 per cent of the depreciable cost of tile drainage 
acquired before the 1965 taxation year. (PC. 1965-1652) 


September 15 Prairie Farm Assistance Act Amended.- The Minister of Agri- 
culture was authorized to amend this Act to provide for recently 
surveyed groups of settlement lots in the Peace River District 
of British Columbia to be considered as townships for purposes 
of the Act. (PoC. 1965-1669) 

September 15 Feed Freight Assistance Regulations Amended.~ The Minister of 

Forestry was authorized to amend these Regulations as made by 

Order in Council, PC. 1964-1350, August 28, 1964. 


Assistance may now be paid on grain in any storage approved by 

the Minister as being necessary to supplement licensed Eastern 

elevator storage between October 15 in any year and April 15 in 
the year next following, both dates inclusive. 


If grain is stored in a place of storage approved by the Minister 
as being necessary to supplement licensed Eastern elevator storage, 
assistance will not be paid for the free days of storage that 
would be provided if storage were in an Eastern elevator licensed 
under the Canada Grain Act. 


For purposes of this Act "Minister" means the Minister of 
Forestry. (PeCo 1965-1684) 


September 22 Quebec Apple Marketing Agreement.- The Minister of Agriculture 
was authorized to renew an agreement with the Co-operative 
Monteregienne of Rougemont forthe marketing of the 1965 crop 
of Quebec grown apples for processing under the provisions of 
the Agricultural Products Co-operative Marketing Act. 


September 22 


October 15 


October 19 
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This processor, which markets apple juice, sauce, pulp and jelly, 
would make an initial payment to producers of 40 cents a bushel 
of apples when delivered to the processing plant. The federal 
government guaranteed to make up the difference to the processor 


if’ the average selling price realized was less than the processing, 


carrying and selling costs up to a maximum of $2.15 per bushel plus 
the initial payment. Any final payments to producers would be 
subject to federal approval. (PC. 1965-1713) 


Animal Contagious Diseases Act Amended.- The Minister of Agri- 


culture was authorized to amend these Regulations as made by 

Order in Council, P.C. 1954-1968. Changes were of an editorial 
nature concerning the alteration in the name from Health of 
Animals Division of the Department of Agriculture to Health of 
Animals Branch, of the Department of Agriculture. (P.C. 1965-1714) 


Ege Deficiency Payment.- A deficiency payment of 4.3 cents 


per dozen for eggs was announced. The payment applied to eggs 
marketed in the 1964-65 support year ended September 30, 1965. 


The weighted national average price received by producers for 
Grade A Large size eggs in the support year was 29.7 cents per 
dozen = 4.3 cents below the support price of 34 cents. 


To be eligible for this deficiency payment, producers must have 
been registered with the Agricultural Stabilization Board and 
have sold eggs through approved grading stations, or have been 
registered producers who did their own grading and sold directly 
to retail outlets. The payment applied to Grade A Extra Large, 
Grade A Large, and Grade A Medium size eggs to a maximum of 
4.000 dozen. Producers shipping less than 47 dozen per year 
were not eligible. (Canada Department of Agriculture, Press 
Release, No. P-121) 


BoCe Frost Loss Assistancee= The federal government and the 
government of British Columbia announced arrangements for 
rehabilitation assistance to fruit and grape growers of the 
Okanagan, Kootenay and Simithameen Valley because of losses 
from frost last winter. The assistance was designed to 
reimburse growers for a portion of their loss of 1965 crop 
returns and to replace trees or vines killed or damaged by 
frost. The cost was to be shared equally by the federal and 
BeCo govermmentse 


Assistance in relation to the 1965 crop was to be the difference 
between a grower's returns for that crop and 75 per cent of his 
average returns over the preceding 10 years. 


A maximum limit of assistance was set. To be eligible for this 
program, an owner must have had at least three acres in fruit 
or at least five acres in grapes, and would normally receive 

50 per cent or more of his income from fruit. 


October 25 


October 25 


October 27 


November 1 


November 1 
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Rehabilitation assistance was set at $2.50 for each tree 
replaced to a maximum of 2,000 trees per owner for all trees 
killed in excess of 25 trees and 40 cents per vine replaced 
to a maximum of 10,000 vines per owner for all vines killed 
in excess of 125 vines. (Canada Department of Agriculture, 
Press Release, No» P-122) 


Income Tax Act Amendede- On June 18, 1965, these Regulations 
were amended to allow a taxpayer to deduct from his income 
expenditures for buildings acquired for grain storage. 


The Regulations were further amended on October 25, 1965 to 
allow a similar deduction if the grain storage structure was 
built rather than acquired in some other way. The building 
must have been built before a time specified by the Board of 
Grain Commissioners for completion, if plans for construction 
were approved and the day for completion specified by the 
Board before December 31, 1965. (B»C. 1965-1897) 


Dry Casein Purchase and Sale Order (1965) The Agricultural 
Products Board was authorized to purchase up to 2.5 million 
pounds of dry casein at prices not exceeding 35 cents per 
pound, and to sell casein for shipment to approved destinations 
at a price not less than 25 cents per pound. (P.Ce 1965-1912) 


Sugar Beet Deficiency Payment.- It was announced that sugar 
beet producers would receive a deficiency payment of $3.15 per 


standard ton (250 pounds of sugar) on their 1964 crop. 


Deficiency payments to producers were based on the relation- 
ship between world sugar prices (as measured at London) and 
the Canadian support price. 


The support price for the 1964 crop was $13.72 per standard 
ton of sugar beets on a national average. This applied 
during the 12-month period commencing September 1, 1964. 
(Canada Department of Agriculture, Press Release, No. P=-124) 


Animal Contagious Diseases Act Amended.- Amendments were made 
in the list of ports of inspection and the list of ports which 
are quarantine stations for purposes of these Regulations. 


A subsection respecting the importation of dogs into Canada was 
added to the existing Regulations. Dogs originating in countries 
(specified in this subsection ) and shipped direct to Canada or 
via any country or island (specified in this subsection) are 

not subject to quarantine or vaccination if accompanied by a 
certificate signed by a veterinarian of the national government 
of the country of origin. (P.C. 1965-1920) 


Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Regulations Amended.- The Minister 
of Agriculture was authorized to amend these Regulations. As 
a result, apple grade standards were made more rigid. 
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In addition to the tolerances previously allowed by the 
Regulations, when grading Canada Extra fancy grade, not 
more than five per cent of the apples by count in a lot 
may be fairly well rounded and still meet the grade 
standards. (P.C. 1965-1921) 


November 10 Ontario Broiler Chicken Producers' Marketing Ordere- The 
Ontario Broiler Chicken Producers! Marketing Board received 


authority to regulate the marketing of Ontario-produced 

broiler chickens outside the Province of Ontario in inter- 
provincial and export trade. This authority was granted 

under the Agricultural Products Marketing Act. (P.C. 1965-1971) 


November 24 Income Tax Act Amended.- Section 1100 of these Regulations 
was amended to permit a taxpayer to deduct from his income 
expenditures for certain fixed machinery, installed in a 
grain elevatore 


This property must not have been used for any purpose before 
being acquired, and must have been acquired in the taxation 
year or in one of the three immediately preceding taxation 
years, at a time after April 30, 1965 but before January 1, 
1967, or built before a time specified by the Board of Grain 
Commissioners for completion of the grain elevator if the 
plans for construction were approved and the day for com- 
pletion was specified by the Board before December 31, 1965. 


The deductions for the above must be the lesser of: 
(a) 14 per cent of the capital cost to the taxpayer; or 


(b) the undepreciated capital cost to him as of the end 
of the taxation year (before making any deduction 
under this paragraph for the taxation year) of property 
of the Class. (P.C. 1965-2102) 


December 1 Hatchery Regulations Amended.- The Minister of Agriculture 
amended these Regulations as made by Order in Council, 
PoCe 1964-1240, August 13, 1964. 


Producers must refrain from incubating hatching eggs that are 
not clean and sound in shell. (P.C. 1965-2136) 


December 8 Meat Inspection Regulations Amended.- The Minister of Agri- 
culture was authorized to amend these Regulations as made by 


Order in Council, PoC. 1959-1962, February 19, 1959. 


The name of the Animal Pathology Section, Health of Animals 
Division, was changed to the Animal Pathalogy Division, Health 
of Animals Branch. 


Only one form of stamp is now approved for marking carcasses 
previously there were two) and the restriction that this 
Inspection Legend be printed in English only was removed. 


(P.Co 1965-2176) 


December 8 


December 16 


December 22 
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Sugar Beet Payment Authorized.- The federal government 
authorized an interim payment to growers of $2.00 per 


standard ton of sugar beets, on the 1965 crop. Processing 
plants were to make these payments through arrangements with 
the Agricultural Stabilization Board. The former were to make 
payment before the end of December, and could claim reimburse- 
ment from the Board after May 1, 1966. 


Acting Prime Minister Paul Martin felt that this payment would 
greatly assist producers in meeting production cost commitments 
that normally fall due at this time of year. (Canada Department 
of Agriculture, Press Release, No. P-139) 


Canada Grain Act Amended.- The Canada Grain Act was amended 
by the Board of Grain Commissioners. Changes, to be effective 
January 1, 1966, were made in elevation charges for grain at 
terminal elevators. (SOR/66-20) 


Canadian Wheat Board Act.- Responsibility for the administration 
of the Canadian Wheat Board Act was to be transferred from the 
Minister of Trade and Commerce to the Minister of Finance, 
effective January 1, 1966. (P.C. 1965-2287) 
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